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PREFACE. 



INTENDING to give a jhort Account of 
Herodotus, and of his Hiftory which is here 
prefented to the Publick in Englifh, I think 
myfelf oblifd in the firft Place to fay fofnetbing 
of Hiftory in general. For what can be more juft^ 
than tofhew the Value and Ufefulnefs of this kind 
of fFritingj when I am tofpeak of the Man who 
firft placed it in true Dignity and Luftre ; and by 
the native Strength of his own Genius raised at 
once that noble and beautiful StruHurey which has 
fervid for a Model to fucceeding Ages ? Before 
his Timey whatever had the Title of Hiftory y wasy 
for the moft party either Fable and Poetical Fic^ 
tion -, ory at befty but a naked Regifter of publick 
Events 'y hardly more than a bare Lift of the 
Names of the principal ASorSy and of the Places 
of A£lion ; without Ornament y without Life y 
affeSing the Eye rather than informing the Un- 
derftandingy or moving the Hearty by fpecifying 
the Caufesy Councilsy and Circumftances^ which 
give Rife to every ASliony influence the various 
Turnsy and produce the final IJfue of all publick 
Enter prizes. Herodotus found out the Art of col- 
letting the rough Materialsy fhaping them in juft 
A 2 Proportion^ 
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Proportion^ ranging tkem in exa£l Order, and 
giving the whole Frame majejtick Beauty and im- 
mortal Strength. 

I may venture to fay^ that whatever is truly 
ufeful^ cannot tui be pleajing to human Nature. 
Andj as nothing in the World is fo ufeful and be- 
neficial as Government founded on common Equity 
and Prudence ; fo nothing is fo delightful to the 
Mind J as the Contemplation of the Happinefs of 
bearing a Part in a well-regulated Community. 
There is fuch a Charm in good Order and fteady 
DifciplinCj that whole Nations have been ravijh*d 
with it to fuch a Degree, as to fcem for fever al 
Ages, to have been infenjible of all other Pleafure : 
Jkd by how much any Man excelled others in Ele- 
vation and Great nefs of Soul, by fo much more was 
he inflamed with a Zeal to contribute to the Pre- 
fervation of that good Order, and in Confequence to 
the general Felicity. 

THOSE who are acquainted with the Actions 
of the ancient Grecians and Romans, will readily 
affent to this Truth : Which will by a natural In- 
ference lead them to another, and demonfirate. That 
of all kinds of Writing none is fo ufeful and en-- 
tertaining as Hiftory. 

THE Poets were quick to obferve this in the 
tarlieft and rudefl Times ; and therefore feiz^d a 
Province fo fertile of Incidents proper to infpire 
the fublimefi Thoughts in themfelves, and by the 
means of their powerful Art to work upon the Paf 
Jions of others ; and were the firfi who fet up for 
Hiflorians. But the Richnefs of the Soil, proved 
the Ruin of the luxuriant Difcoverers : The in- 
nate Luflre of great ASlimts wrought foftrongly on 
Minds too fufceptible of the lightejl Imprejfions^ 
rthat they overheated their Imaginations^ quitted the 

common 
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commorf ^eatre of Human Life^ and foaring out 
of Reafon^s View from Hyperbole to Fabky loft 
themfelves in the Clouds to which they had exalted 
their Bacchus, their Hercules, and the reft of 
their Heroes. 

. I have faid that *tis natural^ from the Benefit 
and Happinefs ariftng from good Government^ to 
infer the Ufe and Pleafure of Hiftory. ^Tts indeed 
moft natural ; feeing the one was the very Caufe 
and Parent of the other, *Twas good Government . 
which gave Life and Being to Hiftory ; and refcued ' 
Mankind from the Delufton of Fable. The politi- 
cal hiftitutions of Solon a7id Lycurgus, produced a 
long Series of more beautiful and glorious Scenes of 
real A£lions^ than all the Poets infpifd by their 
Apollo, had ever been able to figure to themfelves 
in Idea^ and deliver in FiSlion. 

THE Mind of Man does not willingly endure 
I)eception : The Poets could no longer amufe with 
mofftrous Shadows^ Eyes which had feen the na- 
tive Force of good Order eftablifti'd on impartial 
Reafon and natural Equity. In a JVord^ the juft 
Lawgiver prepared the Way for the judicious Hif- 
torian : And (to come clofe to my prefent Purpofe) 
Herodotus happily founds in the Times immediately 
preceding his own^ a Subject which fupplied him at 
once with all the Rules for writing Hiftory j and 
had only the plain (tho^ that be the difficult) Tajk^ 
to fuit his Compojition and Stile to the Conduit of 
the Nations whofe Actions and Manners he under- 
took to relate. 

EXPERIMENT and Comparifin render 
Men capable of finding the true Value of ev^ry 
Thing. On the firft Appearance of Herodotus, 
^// the fabulous Legends of the Poets^ with the in- 
animate Regifters^ of dry Annaliftsy were found to 
A3 " bear 
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hear no Proportion^ either in Profit or Delight^ 
when thrown into the Balance againft his Hijiory. 
And in like manner^ the Comparifon which every 
Man who reads his JVork cannot but make, of 
the different Effects of an Equal and Tyrannical 
Government, of firm and flack Difcipline, of Cau- 
tion and Prefumption, of Fortitude and Meannefs 
of Spinty of Diffolutenefs and Sobriety, in fhorty 
of ail kinds of Virtue and Vice, upon all Conditions 
and Degrees of Men, from Monarchs and States 
dcfwn to private Perfons ; that Comparifon, I 
fay, has been the principal Rule of PVriting 
(from which the reft are eajily deduced) to all the 
Hiftorians who have fucceeded him, and muft be 
the eternal Meafure to others for judging of all 
Human Affairs. As will appear amply, from a 
general View of the Inftru£lion and Entertainment 
of Hiftory. 

NO Paffion is fo ftrong in Man, and fo uni- 
verfal in all Ages and Nations, as that of ac- 
quiring Glory by publick Services. Not only Tri- 
utnphs and Statues, but even Crowns of Leaves, 
beftow^d as a national Acknowledgment of diftin- 
guiflfd Merit, have been purfued with as much 
Eagernefs and Danger, as ever the Rewards of 
Titles and Riches pofftbly can : And I believe few 
Men are fo fordid or profligate, as not to own 
tbemfelves affected with a Defirc of Reputation, 
infuch a modefl Degree as is fui table to their Sta- 
tion in the World \ at leaft, that they are difpos^d 
to live with fome Decency, however privately. 
Now in whatever Station a Man is placed, whe- 
ther publick or private, he will flnd himfelf more 
er lefs qiialifled to manage his own Affairs, or thofe 
of the Community to which he belo^^s, as his Know- 
ledge of Men and Things is more or lefs extenjive, 
'2 The 
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^e Means of acquiring Knowledge are of two 
SortSy Experience or Information. Thefirjl is ne^ 
ver very confiderahU in Men^ till they are pajt the 
Exercife of almoft all Virtues : And Themifto^ 
cles feems reafonably to complain of the miferabk 
Condition of Man^ who muft die as foon as he he^ 
gins to know how to live. Befides all who at-^ 
tain to old Age^ do not arrive at Experience : Tie 
Employments that lead to it are not many : And 
the longefi Life affords but few Opportunities of 
extraordinary ASions. As for perfonal Informal 
tion from others^ it can at beft only reach tofucb 
Affairs as have paf^d in their own Time^ and 
that imperfectly ; but what is this in Compart- 
fon to fo many Thoufand Tears included in the 
Hiftorical Regifters of the fForld? Which bring 
all Human Things under the Eye of the Reader 
within a fmall Compafs ; teach him to form bis 
ConduS by the beft Examples \ and reprefent 
fuch d Variety of Conjunctures and Accidents^ 
fis confider'd with Judgment creates a Habit cf 
PrudencCj without the Help of Age or a£lualEx^ 
perience. Hiftory is fo far preferable to the 
longeft Experience J as the faft Ages comprehend 
more Examples than the Age of one Man. The 
Dead are the beft CounfeUors ; not to be cor^ 
rupted by Money ; not to be terrified by Pow-^ 
er -, not to be perfuaded by Intreaty \ not de^ 
ceiving by falfe Colours, ^ey will faithfully in^- 
ftru^ us by what means Empires are ereSted^ de- 
cay^ and perifh : How a fmall State may become 
great : With what Judgment Wars are to be un^ 
dertaken ; and with what Diligence purfued : 
With what Caution to treat of P^acCy or engage • 
in Leagues^ without Injuftke^ Difhonour^ or Da^ 
mage. In fbort^ %vould we know what Fate at^ 
A 4 tends 
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fiends any State or Kingdom ? Hiftory only wlH 

teach usj from a tboufand Examples^ to exercife 

the Art (f Divination innocently and furely : And 

^t leaji cannot but have this Effe£l^ that hardly 

any thing can feem newj aftonijhing^ or dreadful 

to us. In Hiftory^ as in the Book of Fate^ ftand 

recorded the Glory of good Men^ and the eternal 

Infamy of the Bad : By which every private Per- 

fon is taught how to acquit himfelf in all Conditions 

fo as to deferve the Name of a Man ; and Princes 

are warned that they are no more than Men^ and 

that Fame is always juft to the Dead^ however 

partial to the Living. "The Art of Government is 

ieft learnt from Htftory ; or rather that Uis no 

Art^ but that the fame Caufes ever did and will 

produce the fame EffeSls. So that Statefmen can 

never be at a Lofs how to exert the Virtues of For- 

'titudcj Conftancy^ and Integrity^ to prevent or cure 

the publick Diforders and Calamities. Generals 

fire inftruRed by the Delays of Fabius, and the 

Celerity of Caelar ; the Stratagems of Lyfander, 

and the Indujiry of Hannibal. Even Nations 

learnj from the Defcription they find of Servitude^ 

ho^ to value Liberty : Phalaris, Dionyfius, Ne- 

.j:d, C^igula, Domitian, and too many others^ are 

the terrifying Examples ; and- by the fraudulent 

JPrailices of a Philip, are taught to ftop their 

£ars againft the moji fpecious Promifes of one ac- 

xujlom^d to deceive. 

- TO conclude^ nothing can be more delightful y 
than by the means of Hiftory to enter the Athenian 
Areopagus^ and the Roman Senate: To be pre^ 
fent^witb Leonidas at Thermopyle, with Arifti- 
jies at PJataea, with Scipio at Carthage, and with 
Alexander at Arbela : To be placed as a Spectator 
mt of. ^l Hazard^ to. learn tPtfdmfrom fhe Dan- 
u. - 2 - . gers 
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gers of Others -, to take a diftin£l View of paji Go-- 
vernments^ CuJiomSj and Manners ; and by af-^ 
flying former Examples to our own Ufe^ reap the 
Advantage of other Mens Experience^ and of Try^ 
als already made in every kind. 

Herodotus was born at Halicamaflus, 
a Grecian Colony in the lower Afia, a little be- 
fore the Invajion of Greece by Xerxes ; and liv*d 
to the Times of the Peloponefian fFar. He with- 
drew from the Place of his Nativity to Samos, 
to avoid the Tyranny of Lygdamis, Grandfon 
of the famous Artemifia fo often mentioned in his 
Hijlory. From thence returning after fome Time 
to his own Country^ he had a principal Part in 
the Expuljion of the Tyrant : But foon finding him- 
felf envied and us^d with Ingratitude^ he went to 
Italy with a Colony fent by the Athenians to build 
a City^ which they calVd Thurium, near the Ruins 
cf the ancient Sybaris. 

fTH ETHER he wrote his Hijiory at Sa- 
mos or Thurium, is not certain : But both thofe 
Places being governed in a popular manner^ left him 
free from all Imprejions of Hope or Fear^ which 
might incline him to Flattery or Detraction. And 
as for Truths he fpar^d no Pains to colleEl the befi 
Information that could pqffibly be had. To that 
End he travelled into ^gypt, faw all the princi- 
pal Cities^ and conversed with the Priefis of that 
Country : He fpent fome Time in vijiting the feve^. 
ral Parts of Greece -, went to Babylon and Tyre •,. 
and was in Thrace, Scythia, Arabia, and Pa- 
leftine. 

HAVING composed his Hiftory from the 
Materials he had with fo great Labour colleEted^ 
he refohfd to expofe it to the Cenfure of Men^ who 
were not only well informed of the main FaSs^ but 

perfeSily 



X The PREFACE. 

perfeSly qualified to judge of his Performance. Ht 
went to the Olympian Exercifes^ for which the 
Grecians were affemiled from all Parts. Many 
ef thefe doubtlefsbad been perfonally in one or other 
if the Battles againji /^^Perfians *, and not aMan^ 
could be ignorant^ at the diftance of fo few Tears ^ 
of the chief Circumjiances of a War fo important 
to all Greece, ^o this Affembly^ composed of Men^ 
ewrfd by "the moft knowing Part of the World to 
have been their Mafters in all the nobleft Arts^ he 
read his Hiftory^ which with infinite Applaufe 
was univerfally approved. 

AF^ER a Judgment fo folemn and in every 
RefpeS fo valuable^ Uis unnecejfary to colleSt all 
the Suffrages of the beft Writers of fucc ceding Times 
among the Grecians and Romans, in Praife of 
Herodotus. Tet I am unwilling to omitj that 
Cicero tofhew his Efteem for our Author ufes the 
bigbeft Expreffion the Roman Language is capable 
of ftiling him the Father of Hiftory ; not becaufe 
be was the moft ancient y for bejtdes others of lefs 
Fame^ Hellanicus of Mitylene and Charon of 
Lampfacus were before him ; but judging him the 
Prince of Hiftorians^ he gave him the Title ofVz- 
ther, which the Romans ever us*d to denote a Per^ 
fon moft illuftrious and highly deferving of the Com- 
monwealth : The Name of Lord being held in Ab^ 
borrence^ till the Suppreffton of their Liberty intro- 
duced the Name with the Thing. Nor can I with- 
out Injuftice fupprefs the Teftimony given to him by 
Dionyfius the Halicarnaffian j becaufe his own ad- 
mirable Hiftory is the higheft Proof of his Ability 
tofpeak juftly on this Argument. 

THIS Writer in his Critical and Rhetorical 

Worksy extols the Happinefs of Herodotus in chu- 

fing a Subject of the great eft Dignity ^ thatfloew^d 

his 
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his Country in the utmoft Glory -, and proved to a 
Demonftrationy by the uniform Succejfes of the 
Battles of Marathon, Salamis, Plataea, and My- 
cale, that Superiority of Numbers was but a feeble 
"Defence to the Great King againft the military 
Virtue and excellent Difcipline rf the Grecians. He 
commends the Smoothnefs and unaffeHed Simplicity 
of his Narration •, the Decency of his Speeches^ 
mqft artfully adapted to the Charaffer of every Per^ 
finjpeaking ; together with the beautiful Order and 
Compqfition of his Hiftory, which by followir^ 
Things^ not Time^ ever charms to the lafi Syllable^ 
and leaves the Reader with a defire of more : Pre* 
f erring him to Thucydides in every things except 
Brevity, Vehemence, and clofe Reafoning ; Talents, 
if J miftake not, more proper to an Orator than a 
Hiftorian-, and probably for that Reafon fo much 
efteem^d and imitated by Demofthenes, that he is 
faid to have written over his Hiftory eight times 
With his own Hand. 

AS Herodotus us^d the proper eft Means not to 
be impofd upon, fo in many Places of his Hiftory 
he has p^mfd himfelf to be free, as well from Cre- 
dulity, as from any Intention to impofe upon others, 
by injinuating and fometimes by arguing the Impro* 
lability, either of general Reports, or of fome par- 
ticular Informations he himfelf had received. In 
his 2d Book he fays, Thefe Things are related by 
' the yEgyptians ; and if any Man think them cre- 
dible, he is at Liberty : For me, I am oblig*4 
to write what I have heard. In another Place, 
Thefe Things I relate after the Libyans. And 
though many like JVamings are dropd in divers 
Parts of his Work ; yet out of abundant Caution 
be thinks fit to make this plain Declaration in his 
7th Book, I am oblig!d to rekts what is faid, 

tho* 
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tho* I am not obliged to believe every thing with- 
out Diftinftion -, which I defire may be confider*d 
in all the courfe of this Hiftory. To this let it be 
addedy That fever al things which he relates^ and 
were formerly disbelieved^ have by the modern Na- 
vigations been found to be true^ as well as other 
things more fir ange than moft of thofe he mentions : 
That Length of Time^ Alteration of Manners^ va- 
rious Revolutions^ and in many Places a total 
Change of the Face of Things^ render us in fome 
meafure incompetent Judges of what may have really 
been in Nature and Cu/iom, efpecially in the moft 
remote and unfrequented Parts of the World : I 
fayj let all this be conjider^d^ and I believe no in- 
genious Man will think Herodotus ftands in need 
of a more laboured Apology. But beftdes^ the Ground 
of his Hiftory was^ the Wars between the Grecians 
and Barbarians ; and all the ftrange Cuftoms and 
Religions which he takes Occajion to defcribe^ feem 
intended rather to give us a Notion of what human 
Nature is capable^ than for an ejjential Part of 
his main Dejign : And therefore no wife Man will 
intereft himfelf any farther in thofe Relations^ or 
lay any greater Strefs upon them^ than he thinks 
reafonable ; but will attend chiefly to the Excellence 
and Inftruilion of the fubftantial and vital Part of 
the Hiftory. 

I am not ignorant that Plutarch has left behind 
him a whole Book againft Herodotus, in which he 
accufes him of fpeaking too favourably of the Bar- 
barians, and cenfuring the Conduit of all the Gre- 
cians in general ; but moft efpecially defaming the 
Boeotians /?«i Corinthians : Of attributing^ with- 
out Reafon^ the Original of the Grecian Gods to 
JEgypt -, and giving too much Credit to the Rela- 
tions <2/^/^?„ .Egyptians; Of Impiety-^ in attribu-- 
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ting to Solon his own irreligious Sentiments \ and^ 
injinuatingy or rather affirming^ that the Delphian 
Oracle was fever al times corrupted^ and guilty of 
Impojiure : With many more Imputations of vari- 
ous Kinds. Now one would thinks that in order 
to ruin the Reputation of Herodotus, Plutarch 
ought to have Jkewn^ that when he commends or 
approves any part of the Conduct or Manners of the 
Barbarians, he had no good Ground for his Opinion ; 
and when he mentions the Faults and mutual Ani- 
mofities of the Grecians, bis Allegations were un- 
true : He might at leaji have produced fome plaufi- 
hie Argument Sy tofhew that the Religion of Greece 
was not derived from iEgypt ; and have acknow- 
ledged with the Sincerity which becomes a Philofo- 
pher^ that the A/count of the -ffilgyptian Affairs^ 
to the Reign cf Pfammeticus, was by the Hiftori- 
an^s own Detlaration intirely owing to the Relati- 
ons he hdd from the Priejis of that Country : He 
ought to have brought fome Authority to prove that 
the Words attributed to Solon, had been by fome 
or other accounted fuppojititious : And thaty to ac- 
cufe the Oracle of Obliquity ^ double Meanings and 
Corruption^ was a mere Abufe : But he was too 
angry to take fuch Meafures^ as might ferve to 
fhew his Judgment or Ingenuity : And becaufe be 
found his Countrymen the Thebans, and all the 
reft of the Boeotians, except the Plataeans and TheC- 
pians, branded by the Hiftorian with the Infamy 
of betraying the Common Caufe^ and openly Jiding 
with the fworn Enemy of the Gr^chn Name^ be 
could not bear the Reproach ^ however juft. Tet^ 
the Fa5i is fo notorious^ that not only Dcmofthenes 
appeals to it in one of his * Philippics as to a 

• Second Philip. 
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An EXPLANATION of Jome Words 
occurring in this Hijiory. 

A MP HO R At is a Mcafure containing about a Twelfth 
Part of our Hogihead. 
jfrtahCf about a Bufhel and half of our Mcafure. 
Catadupians, fo caird, becaufe they inhabit near the C^tara^s. 
Choffiix, a Grecian MeafurCj containing about two Pints or 

Pounds. 
Cubit, is a Mcafure one Foot and half in Length. 
Cypfeia, a Sort of Cheft, containing about 9 of our Bufhels, 
in which the Corn for the prefent Ufe of the Family was 
conflantly kept. 
Foot, confiits of 4 Palms, and is two Thirds of a Cubit. 
Jcbtbyopbazes, Egyptians of EUpbantis, who cat Fifh. 
Libation, Wine or other Liquor pour'd out on the Sacrifices, 

in Honour of the Gods. 
Medimnust a Mcafure containing about a Bu(he] and half. 
Mine, (Attick) worth about 26 of our Shillings. 
Matrobians, certain jEtbiopians, fo cali'd from their long 
Life ; which commonly eoctcndcd to 1 20 Years, according 
to our Author. 
Nsmades, fo calKd bccaufe they were Keepers of Cattle. 
Pf"g^}^9 which is tranflated Percb or Fatbom, was the Mca- 
fure of 6 Foot or 4 Cubits. 
Para/ange, contains 30 Stades in Length. 
Pa/m, is the 4 ** Part of a Foot. 
Pletbron, fix of thefc make a Stadc. 
Scbanet confifts of 60 Stades. 

A Stadi, is generally accounted equal to 125 Geometrical 
Paces, and allowing 5 Foot to each Pace, the Stadc a- 
mounts to 625 Foot. 
Stater of Gold, a Perfian Coin of the Value of about 26 of 

our Shillings. 
7alent, (Attick) is by fomc accounted worth 60 Pound weight 
* of Silver ; by others 80. 

••TVi not pretended tbat tbis Calculation is entirely exaSl : But 
it may pojjibly ferve to prevent fome grofs Miftakes, nbicb Men 
unacquainted witb tbefe Wordt might otberwife make in reading 
tbe Hijiory, 
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HERODOTUS. 

Book I. 

> ■ . 

CLIO. 

HERODOTUS of Halicarnajfus writer 
this Hiftoiy, that the Memory of 
Things paft may not be extingui(h*d 
by. Length of Time, nor the great and 
admirable Adtions of the Grecians and Barbari- 
ans remain deftitute of Glory ; relating, with 
other Things, the Caufes of the Wars that hap- 
pen'd between thofe People. 

M £ N of celebrated Fame among the Perfians 
iay, that the Original of this Enmity is to be im- 
puted to thePhoMiicians; who, coming from the 
Red Sea, and fettling in the Regions they now in- 
habit, preiently appHed themfelves to make long 
Voyages ; and being us'd to carry the Merchan- 
dizes of jEgypt and yijjyria into divers Parts, came 
alfo to jtrgos, which was then the principal City 
of thofe Countries that now go under the Name 
of Greece j that, after they had exposed their 

B Qpoda i 
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Goods to Sale during five or fix Days, and 
had fold almoft all, a great Company of Women 
came down to the Shore, and among them the 
Daughter of King Inachus^ both by the Perfians 
and Grecians called lo ; that, while thefe Wo- 
men were (landing about the Stern o^ the Ship, 
and buying what they moft defir'd, the Phoeni- 
cians having mutually encouraged each other to 
the Attempt, laid Hands upon as mwy as they 
could ; and, thtf the greater Part n^dfe thetf E- 
fcape by Flight, yet having feiz'd /<?, with feve- 
ral others, they fecur'd them on boards and im^ 
mecUately fet Sail for jEgypt. In this Manner 
the Perfians, diflTering from the Grecians, relate 
the Story of Id's Paflage into Mgypt ; and fay^ 
that this was the firft Injury done oi^ either Part. 
To thefe Things they add, that certain Greci- 
ans, whofe Country they know not (but who 
indeed were of Crete) arriving at Tyre ia Phce- 
nicia^ carried away Europa the King's Daiighter, 
and by that means brought Thing$ to an j^uali* 
ty on both Sides. After which the Grecians be- 
came guilty of a fecond Injury : For arriving with 
a Ship at Aia in Colchis on the River Pbafts^ 
and having difpatch^d their other Afiairs, they 
carried oflF Medea the King's Daughter ; ana 
when the King fent an Herald to Gf^eece to re- 
quite Satisfadion for that Violence, and to de* 
mand his Daughter, the Grecians returned for 
Anfwer, that they would make him no Repara- 
tion, becaufe they had received none for the 
Rape of the Argian lo. They fay alfo, that m 
the next fucceeding Age, Alexander the Son of 
Priamus hearing the Relation of thefe Things, 
refolv*d to have a Wife from Greece by the like 
^eans, perfuading himfelf that he (hcmld not be 

con- 



CLIO. 3 

^onftramM to any Repwatiom, iinc^ all thefe h^ 
«fc^*d with Impuiuty ; but that^ after he had 
i^m away Helena^ the Oeciaps determin'd ia 
the firft Place tQ fend Ambafladojre to demand 
her» and to require Satisfaiftion for the Wrong % 
Mrhich when they had done, the Trojana objeft- 
ed the Raj)e of Med^a \ wond'ring at the Uq- 
reafonablenefe of thofe, who having neither re- 
ft<3ir*d that Wonwii^ nor tnade any kind of Re- 
pamtiont (howld h^ve the Confidence to de- 
jpx^d ^tisfaAion from others: That hitherto^ 
fcoweveri m other kind of Vblence had hajh 
fieja'd hetinfeen thefe People 5 but that the Gre- 
c^Wia became ^erwards highly injuripus, by en- 
tring 4fi^ with an Army, before Burops was in- 
vaded by any People pf that Cowtry 5 who are 
nerCuaded, diat tho* all Viplen,ce$ of this Natm? 
be unjujfta yet to revenge fuch Injuries is a^ evi- 
dentiy the Part of Madmen* as of thie Wife ta 
have no Regard for thofe Women •, becaufe no*- 
thing is more nxanifeft> tl^n that they had never 
been carried off, unlefa they had confcnted* For 
thefe Reafons the Peruana fey that ^e Pegple of 
4/i^ feom'd to concern tkemjfelves, about fuch 
Wpmen > but that the Grecians aflembled a 
humerous Fleet, pafs'd pver to Afia^ and dcr 
ftro/d tho Kingdom of Prhmns^ for the fake 
of a Lacedempman Woman ; from which Time 
they account the Giecjans to have been their JE^ 
nemies. For the Perfians confider Jfia as their 
pwn, with all the barbarous Nations that inha- 
bit t^ojle Regions, and think they have no man- 
ner of So«;iety with Greece and Europe. Thu§ 
the ?crfians relate the Fadt, and derive die Qri^ 
^rial <^ their Hatred to the Grecians from the 
4Pf^di^ fry. ^t the Fheenicians dif- 
B 2 agreeing 
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agreeing with them concerning loy deny that 
they carried her away by Force into Mgypt\ and 
affirm, that falling in Love with the Commander 
of their 5hip, and finding herfelf with Child 
by him, fhe voluntarily departed, for fear of 
being detefted by her Parents. Thefe Thing$. 
are faid by the Perfians and by the Phoenici- 
ans -, and I fhall not enter into a Difpute con- 
cerning the Truth of their Relations : But be- 
ginning with the Perfon who we are cefrtain 
attacked the Grecians unjuftly without iny Pro- 
vocation, I fhall proceed in my Narration, and 
igive an Account, as well of the little Cities and 
Republicks, as of thofe of more Power and . 
Extent. For maay which arc now fmall, 
were formerly great ; and others^ which arc 
great at this Day, were once fmall and inconfi- 
derable. Knowing therefore that human Pro- 
fperity cannot always continue in the fame State, 
I fhall fpeak of the one fort, as well as of the 
other. 

CRCESUS, by Birth a Lydian, and Son 
to AlyatteSy was King of thofe Nations that are 
(ituate on this fide the River Hdys^ which de- 
(bending from the South, and paffing North- 
Avard between the Syrians and Paphlagonkns, 
falls into the Euxin Sec^. He waS the firfl of all 
the Barbarians we know, who rendered fome of 
the Grecians tributary to him, and received others 
into his Alliance \ for he fubdued the lonians 
and ^olians, with the Dorians that inhabit ini 
AJia^ and made the Lacedemonians his Friends : 
Whereas before his Reign, all the Grecians were 
free. For the Irruption of the Cimmerians into 
Ionia mth an Army, which happened before 
the Time of Cr^fus^ ended, not ia the Deftruc- 
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tion of Cities ; but only m Ravages, inddent 
to a fudden Ihvafion. This Kingdom belong'd 
to .the Heraclides, and pafs'd into the Family 
of CrafuSy call*d Mermnades,. in the following 
Manner. 

CANDAULES, by the Grecians nam'd 
MyrJiluSy being defcended from Alcteus the Son 
of Hercules^ was King of the Sardians ; and as 
yffg-^ the Son of Ninus^ Grandfon to BeluSj and 
great Grandfon to AlcauSy was the firft of the 
Heraclides that reigri'd in Sardis^ (b Candaules 
the Son of Mftfus was the laft. Thofe who 
had h^xi Kings of this Gotmtry before Argon^ 
were defcended from Lydus tfie Son of Atys^ who 
gave his Name to the whole Nation, which be- 
fore his Time were calPd Meones. Under thefe, 
the Heraclides defceriding from Hercules and a 
Slave of lardanuSj -were educated ; and having 
obtairi*d the Kingdom by means of an Oracle, 
held it five hundred and five Years, during two. 
and twenty Generations of Men, the Son al- 
ways fucceeding' the Father, to the Time of 
Candaules the Son of Myrfus. This Candaules 
fo paffionately lov'd his Wife, that he thought 
her the moft beautiful of all Women ; and in 
this Perfuafion extoU'd her Beauties above mea- 
fure to Gyges the Son of Dafcylus^ who was one 
of his Guard, much in his Favour, and intrud- 
ed with his moft important A flairs. But not 
long after, being mark'd out by Fate for De- 
ftruftion, he opened himfelf farther to Gyges in 
thefe Terms -, " Since thou feemeft to me not 
*' to believe the Things I have faid concerning 
** the Beauty of my Wife, and becaufe I know 
" the Eye to be a more proper Inftrument of 
^. Conviftion than the Ear 5 I refolve thou fhalt 
• ' B 3 "fee 
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** fee her naked." Gyges amafc'd at th* Lau^ 
guage, cried out, ** What ftranse Diforderf 
** Sir, has poflefe'd your Mind, that yo« 
** ftiould command me to view the Queen my 
** Miftrefs naked ? For a Woman puts off her 
*• Mpdefty with her Garments. Many excel- 
•* lent Precepts have been cpnveyM down to 
•* us by Men of former Ages, for our In^c* 
^* tion, and diis one among the reft, ^at 
«« every Man ftxmld look into his Mm Affairs^ 
**'As for me, I believe the (^een to be the 
•* mpft beautifol of all Women jout I eameftly 
** defire you would not command me to do an 
** unlawful Thing." Thus Gyg^s dreading left 
the Confequences fhould be &tal to him, en- 
deavourM to diduade the King from his ill- 
conceived Defign. But he, perfifting in his 
Refolution, replied in thefe Words \ " Be con- 
*' fident, Gyges^ and think not that I have (aid 
** this to mdce Trial of thee, nor fear the Re* 
** fentment of my Wife j for I will fo contrive 
•^ the Matter that ihe ftiall never know (he; 
** was ktn by thee. To this End I will place 
^^ thee behind the open Door of Our Apartment ^ 
*' into which my Wife will not fail to come, 
^' fo foon as (he hszxs I am there \ and as (he 
*5 ufes to undrefe at a Chair, where (he kyft 
** down her Garments one after another, (he will 
** give thee Time to take a foil View of hsx at 
" Leifure \ only when thou (halt fee her go- 
*f ing to the Bed, with her Back turned towards 
f* thee, be carefUl that (he may not difcover 
^ thee srfterwards repafling thro' the Doors/* 
Gyges (inding all he could iay to have no Ef** 
fed, refolv-d to obey \ and at the ufual Hour 
tlie King going to his Apartment, took Gj^^^ 

with 
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With him. The Queen came immediately af* 
ter^ and whilfl fhe undrefs'd, and laid down her 
Qoaths, afforded Gyges a fiifBdent View of 
herfelf. But as fhe tum'd her Back to go to- 
wards the Bed, and Gyges endeavoured at the 
feme Time to retire, flie faw him going out. 
And tho* fhe plainly perceiv'd that this was her 
Hufband's Contrivance, Shame reftrain*d her 
from making the leaft Exclamation: But fhe 
t«folv*d within her felf, to be reveng'd upon 
Candaules : For among the Lydians, and almoft 
sill barbarous Nations, ^tis a great Difhonour 
even for a Man to be feen naked. 3he pafs'd 
the Night in a feeming Tranquillity, and having 
fuppre&d her Refentment till the Morning, 
fent fbme of the mofl faithful of her Servants 
to bring Gyges to her. He, not fufpe6ting the 
Queen to be acquainted with what had pafs'd, 
and being accuflom'd to go to her as often as 
ftie fent for him, fail'd not to obey her Order. 
When he was come to her Chamber, fhe faid 
to him •, " GygeSj Two Ways lie before thee j 
** chufc which thou wilt, for I leave thee 
** Choice to thy Difcretion. Either kill CaH- 
** daules, and take PoflefTion of me, together 
•* with the Kingdom of Lydia^ or refolve to 
** die imrmediately -, that by obeying Candaules 
** without Referve, thou may'fl not hereafter 
" behold what ought not to be feen by thee : 
** For either the Contriver of this Thing muft 
•* perifh, or thou, who haft feen me naked, and 
** been guilty of a criminal Adion.** Gyges at 
fifft ftood amaz'd at thefe Words -, and after- 
wards earnefUy begg*d of her, that fhe would 
not drive him to the Neceffity of making fo 
hard a Choice^ But when he law he could not 
B 4 prevail^ 



8 HERO DO TUS. Book I. 

prevail, and that he muft cither kill his Mafter, 
or die himfelf by the Hands of others, he chofe 
to fave his" own Life. " Since then, (aid he to 
*• the Queen, you compel me, againft my 
** Will, to kill my Mafter, let me know how 
" we (hall execute this Enterprize.'* '* From 
** that very Place, replied Jhe^ where he expos'd me 
*« naked to thy View, thou fhalt fall upon him 
** as he fleeps." When they had thus concerted 
the Attempt, and Night came, Gyges plainly 
feeing he muft either kill Candaules^ or inevi^r 
tably perifh, becaufe he had not. been permitted 
to go out, , foUow'd the Queen to her Bedcham- 
ber i where fhe gave him a Dagger with her 
own Hand, and plac'd him behmd the Door, 
as Candaules had done. After fome Time he 
went foftly to the Bed ; kil?d the King as he 
flept, and poflefs'd himfelf of his Wife and 
Kingdom. He is mentioned in the lambick 
Verles of Arcbilocus the Parian,- who liv^d at 
the fame Time. In this Manner Gyges obtained 
the Kingdom, and was confirmed in his Acqui- 
fition by the Oracle of Delphi. For when the 
Lydians, highly refenting the Death of Can^ 
daules^ had aflembled together in Arms, an A- 
greement was at laft concluded between them 
and the Soldiers of Gyges^ that if the Oracle 
ftiould pronounce him King of Lydia^ he fhould 
be permitted to reign; if not, he fhould re- 
ftore the Kingdom to the Heraclides. The 
Anfwer of the Oracle was favourable to Gyges^ 
and he was univerfally acknowledged to be King. 
But the Pythian added this 'Claufe -, " That 
*' the Heraclides fhould be aveng'd, in the Time 
•' of the fifth Defcendant of Gyges •,*' tho' nei- 
ther the Lydians nor their Kings .had any 
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Regard to this Prediftlon, before it was aftually 
accomplifh*d. Thus the Mermnades deprived 
the Heraclides of the Sovereignty, and made 
themfelves Matters of Lydia. 

After Gyges had obtained the Kingdom, 
he fent many Prefents to Delphi ; for he not 
only dedicated the greateft part of the Silver 
feen in that Pkce, but alfo made an Offering of 
a vaft Quantity of Gold -, among all which 
nothing better deferves to be remembred, than 
fix Bowls of Gold, weighing thirty Talents, 
plac'd in the Treafury of the Corinthians ; tho* 
to fay the Truth, that Treafury was not found- 
ed by the People of Corinth^ but by Cypfelus 
the Son of jEtion. For this Caufe Gyges is ac- 
counted the firft of all the Barbarians we know,, 
who dedicated Donations at Delphi •, except 
only Midas the Son of Gordius King of Phry^ 
giuy who prefented the Royal Tribunal from 
whence he us'd to adminifter Juftice, which is 
a piece of Workmanfhip that deferves to be con- 
fider'd, and flands by the Cups of Gyges. The 
Gold and Silver, of which thefe Dedications 
confift, is calPd Gygian, from the Name of the 
Donor. He maae War againft Miletus and 
Smyrna^ and took Colophon by Force ; but as he 
performed no other memorable Aftion during all 
the Time of his Reign, which was eight and 
thirty Years, we fhall content our felves with 
what we have faid of him, and proceed to give 
fome Account of Ardyes^ his Son and Succeflfor ; 
who took the City of Priene^ and invaded the 
Territories of Miletus. In his Time the Cim- 
merians, who had been difpoflefs^d of their own 
Country by the Scythian Nomades^ pafs'd into 
4fi^y and poflefs'd themfelves of Sardis^ the 

Fort 
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Fort only excepted. He mgn'd forty nine 
Years, and his Son Sadyattes fucceeded him, and 
reign'd twelve Years. Alyattes fuccecding Sa- 
dyattesy made War upon Cyaxares Grandfon of 
Deiocesj King of the Medes. He expelPd the 
Cimmerians out of AJia ; and having taken the 
City of Smyrna, founded by the Colophonians, 
he invaded the Territories of the Ckzomeni- 
ans. But not finding the Event anfwcrable to 
his Defires, he was oblig'd to return with con- 
iiderable Lofs. He did many other Aftions du- 
ring his Reign, which deferve to be remembred 
in Hiftory. He continued the War which his 
Father hacj begun againft the Mileflans, and en- 
tring their Country, diftrefs'd the Inhabitants 
in this Manner. When their Corn and Fruits 
were ripe, he took the Field with his Army, at- 
tended in his March with Pipes, Harps, and 
Flutes of both forts ; and advancing into the 
Territory of the Milefians, he neither demo- 
lifli'd nor burnt their Country Houfcs, nor broke 
their Doors j but fuffering tAl thefe to ftand xm- 
touch'd, he cut down the Trees, deftroy'd the 
Com upon the Ground, and then retum'd home ; 
for he knew 'twas in vain to fit down before 
the City, becaufe they were Matters of the 
Sea. He would not deftroy their Houfes, to 
the End that the Milefians having thofe Habi- 
tations, might apply themfelves to fow and cul- 
tivate their Lands, and by that Means he 
might have fomething to ravage, when he fhould 
invade them with his Army. This War was 
thus managed eleven Years, during which the 
Milefians received two great Blows, one at Zi- 
meneion within their own Territories^ and the 
other in the Plains of the Maander. Six of 
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thefe eleven Years Sadyattes the Son of Ardyes^ 
who began the War, ahd irtvaded the Mile-r 
fians with an Army, was King of the Lydi-^ 
ans. But (during the laft five Y^rs, the War 
was profecuted with much more Vigour by hi9 
Son JUynties, The Milefians had no Support 
all that Time from any of the loniansj^ except 
the Chians only ) who came to their Affiftance, 
m Requital for the Succour they had receiv*d^ 
when the Erythraeans onade War againft them. 
in the twelfth Year when the Army of ylly* 
at Us had fet Fire to the Com^ the Wind hap* 
pening to blow hard, carried the Flames to the 
Temple of Minerva at Ajf^us^ and burnt it to 
the Ground. This Accident Was little regard^ 
cd at that Time ; but after the Return of Aly^ 
attes with his Army, he fell fick at Sardis i 
and finding his Diftemper not eafy to remove^ 
he fent to confult the Oracle of Delphi^ touch* 
ing his Condition ; either mov'd by his own' 
Judgment, or elfe by the Peffuafion of others j 
However, when his MfeflehgerS arrived at DeU 
fit J the Pythian told them fiie would give nd 
Anfwer, *till they Ihould rebuild the Templft 
of Minerva at AJfefus in the Country of the 
Milefians, which they had burnt. This Rekr^ 
tion I had from the Delphians: And the Mi^' 
lefwrts add) tliat PeHander the Son of Cypfelui 
hearing what Anfwer had been made to jiBy^ 
attes^ difpatch'd a Meflengef to Thrafybulus^ Ty- 
rant of MiktuSy and his particular Friend, With 
Advice to m^e the beft Ufe he might of thft 
prefent Cbtijundture } which according to th6 
Report of the Milefians, he efFe(9:ea in thia 
M^er. Yfhtn Alyatfes had received Informa- 
tion of What had pafe'd at Delphi^ he fent Am- 
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fcafladors to MiletuSy with Orders to agree 
upon a 'jTruce with Thrafybulus and the Mile- 
iians, for all the Time the Temple ftiould be 
rebuildi»g. But, Thrafybulus having had -the 
preceding Intelligence, and perceiving the De- 
iign oi Alyauesy no fooner heard that the Am- 
bmadors were coming, than he gave Order,- 
that all tlie G>rn which was in the City, 
either of his own or belonging to private Per- 
ibns, ftiould be brought into the Market, and 
that all the Inhabitants ftiould eat and drink 
cheerfully together, upon a Signal to be given 
by him. This was done by the Contrivance 
of Thrafybulus^ to the End that the Sardian 
AmbafTadors feeing fo great a Quantity of Com, 
iind the People every where diverting them- 
felves, might make their Report accordingly, 
which happened as he defign^d. For when 
the Ambafladors had feen thefe Things, and 
delivered their Meflage to Thrajybulus, they 
returned to Sardis ; and this alone, as I am 
inform'd, was the Caufe of the enfuing Peace ; 
becaufe y€yaUesj who thought the People of 
Miletus were in extreme Want of Com, re- 
ceived a quite contrary Account from his Am- 
bafladors at their Return : By which means 
an Agreement was made between them, that 
for the future they fhould be good Friends 
and Confederates. Whereupon Alyattes^ inftead 
of one, having built two Temples at AffefuSy 
dedicated to Minerva^ recover'd his Health: 
And thus a Period was put to the War, 
which Alyattes made againft ^rafybulus and 
the Milefians. 
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PERIJNDER the Son of CypfeluSy who 
acquainted ^rajybulus with tlie Anfwer of the 
Oracle, was King of Corinth : And the Corin- 
thians fay, that, a moil aftonilhing Thing hap- 
pened there in his Tirne^ which is alfo confirmed 
by the Lefbians. Thofe People give out, that 
^rion of Methymnay who was Second to none 
of his Time in playing on the Harp, and firil: 
Riv^ntor of Dithyrambicks, . both Name and 
Thing, which he taught at Corintby was brought 
by a Dolphin to "Tanarus ; and thus they 
tell the Story : Arion having continued long 
with PeriandeTy refolv'd to make a Voyage to 
Italy and Sicily^ where when he had acquired, 
great Riches, determining to return to Corintby 
he went, to Tarentum^ and hir^d a Ship of cer- 
tain Corinthians, becaufe he put more Confi- 
dence in them than in any other Nation. But 
thefe Men, when they were in their Paffage, 
confpir*d together to throw him into the Sea, 
that yiejr might get his Money : Which he no 
fooneri'uiaderftood, than offering them all his 
Treafure, Jie only begged they wou'd fpare his 
Life. But the Seamen being inflexible, com- 
nianded hjun either to kill himfelf, that he might 
be buried afhore, or to leap immediately into 
the Sea. Arion feeing himfelf reduced to this 
hard Choice, mofl: eameftly defir'd, that having 
determin'd his Death, they would permit him 
to drefs in his richeft Apparel, and to fing fland- 
ing on the Side -of the Ship, promifing to kill 
himfelf when he had done. The Seamen high- 
ly pleas'd that they fhould hear a Song from the 
beft Singer of the World, granted his Requefl:, 
and went from the Stern to the middle or the 
Veflel. In the mean Time Arion having put on 
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all his Robes, took up his Harp, and began ah 
* Orthian Ode •, which when he had finifhM, he 
leap'd into the Sea as he was drefs*d, and the 
Corinthians contmued their Voyage homeward. 
They fay, a Dolphin received him on his Back, 
from the Ship, and carried him to T^enarus ; 
where he went aftiore, and thence proceeded to 
Corinth^ without changing his Cloatns ; that up- 
on his Arrival there, he told what had happened 
to him ; but that Periander giving no Credit to 
his Relation, put him under a clofe Confine- 
ment, and took efpecial Ci^re to find out the Sea- 
men : That when they were found and brought 
before him, he inquired of them concemmg 
Avion ; and they anfwering, that they had left 
him with great Riches at Tarentumj and that 
he was undoubtedly fafe in fome part of Italy^ 
Arion in that Inftant appeared before them in 
the very Drefs he had on when he leap*d into 
the Sea ; at which they were fo aftoniihM, that 
having nothing to fay for themfelves, they con- 
fefs'd the Fad. Thefe Things are reported by 
the Corinthians and Lefbians ; in Confirmatioii 
of which, a Statue of Arion^ made of Brafs, 
and of a moderate Size, reprefenting a Man fit- 
ting upon a Dolphin, is feen at T^anarus. Aly- 
attes the Lydian having put an End to the Mi- 
lefian War, died, after he had reign'd fifty feven 
Years. He was the fecond of Ms Family that 



* Euftathius in bis Comtmntary^ upon Homer, Page 827. of 
tie Roman Edition,^ fays^ the OrtJ^iau Stmg was a kind of Ode 
€ontriv'd to inflame the Mind with 4 Defire of Fighting i and for 
a Proof addif that Timotheus uflng that fort of Mufltk in the 
Pre fence ^ Alexander, forced him on afuiden toftart up and run 
U Pis Arms. 
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made Offerings at Delphi ; which he did upon 
the Recovery of his Health ; dedicating a large 
Slver Ewer, with a Bafon of Iron fo admirably 
inlay'd, that *tis Juftly eftecm*d one of the moft 
curious Pieces of Art among all the Donations 
at Delphi, This Bafbn was made by Glaucus the 
Chian, who firft invented the Way of working 
Iron in that Manner. 

After the Death of Alyattes^ his Son Crc^-^ 
fus having attained the Age of thirty five Years, 
fucceeded him in the Kingdom, and made 
War upon the Ephefians, before he attacked 
any other People of Greece, The Ephefians 
bemg befieg'd by him, confecrated their City 
to Diana, and tied their Walls by a Rope ta 
her Temple, which was feven Stades diftant 
from the ancient City, then befieg*d. When 
Crafus had reduced the Ephefians, he attacked 
the feveral Qties of the lonians and Md&acM 
one after another, under various Pretences, the 
beft he could find, though fome were exceed- 
ingly frivolous : And after he had compelled all 
the Greckns of AJia to be tributary to him, he 
form'd a Defign to build a Fleet, and by that 
means to invade the Iflanders. But when all 
Things were prepared for the building of Ships, 
Bias of Priene, (or, as others fay, Pittacus of 
Mitylene,) arriving at Sardis, put a ftop to his 
intended Projeft. For Crafus inquiring what 
News he had from Greece, received this Anfwer 1 
^^ Sir, feid he, the Iflanders have bought up 
^' ten thoufend Horfes, with Intention to make 
** War upon you, and to attack Sardis.^ Cra:^ 
fiis thinking he had fpoken the Truth, " May 
** the Gods, replied he, inipire the Grecians 
*^ with a Relblution to attack ,the Lydiana 
I *^ with 
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*' with Horfe." " It feems then, faid Bias^ you 
*' would wifh above all Things to fee the Ifland- 
*' ers on Horfeback upon the Continent ; and 
*' not without Reafon. But what can you 
*' imagine the Iflanders will more earneftly de* 
" fire, after having heard of your Refolution 
'' to build a Fleet, in order to attack their 
" Iflands, than to meet the Lydians by Sea ; 
** and to revenge the Misfortune of thofe Gre- 
*' cians, who have been enflav'd by you on the 
" Continent ?" Crcefus was fo well pleas'd with 
the Acutenefs and Reafon of this Difcourfe, 
that he not only laid afide the Defign of build- 
ing a Fleet, but made an Alliance with all the 
lonians who inhabit the Iflands, In the Courfe 
of fome Years, he became Mafler of all the 
Nations that lie within the River Halys^ ex- 
cept only the Cilicians and the Lycians : That 
is to fay of the Lydians, the Phrygians, the 
Myfians, the Mariandynians, the Chalybians, 
the Paphlagonians, the Thracians, the Thyni- 
ans, the Bithynians, the Carians, the lonians, 
the Dorians, the ^olians, and the Pamphyli- 
ans. When thefe Nations were fubdued, and 
the Power of the Lydians was thus augmented 
by Crcefus^ niany wife Men of that Time went 
from Greece to Sardis^ which had then attained 
to the highefl Degree of Profperity ; and among 
others Solon of Athens^ who having made Laws 
for the Athenians at their Requefl, abfented 
himfelf from his Country, under Colour of 
feeing the World, for the Space of ten Years, 
that he might not be driven to the NecefTity 
of abolifhing any of the Conflitutions he had 
eflablifh'd. For the Athenians of themfelves^ 
could make no Alteration, havmg taken a fo- 

lemn 
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Icmn Oath to obferve the Laws he had inftitut- 
ed, during ten Years. With this Intention 
therefore, and to fee the State of Things abroad, 
Solon went firft to the Court of Amajis King 
of Mgjpt^ and afterwards to that of Crcefus at 
Sardis. Crafus entertained him in his Palace 
with all Humanity, and on the third or fourth 
Day after his Arrival, ordered his Officers to 
Ihcw him the Wealth and Magnificence of his 
Treafiiry ; which when Solon had feen and con- 
fider*d, Crafus faid to him ; " My Athenian 
*' Gueft, having heard much Difcourfe of your 
** Pcrfon ; of your Wifdom ; and of the Voy- 
** ages you have undertaken, as a Philofopher, 
*' to fee many Things in various Countries ; I 
** am very defirous to afk you, who is the mod 
*' happy Man you have feen ? '* This Queftion 
he aik'd, becaufe he thought himfelf the moft 
happy of all Men. But Solon refolving to fpealc 
the Truth freely, without flattering the King, 
anfwer*d, " Tellus the Athenian." Cro^fus a- 
ftonilh'd at his Anfwer, prefs'd him to declare 
what Reafons he had fo to extol the Happinefe 
of Tellus. " Becaufe, replied Solon, Tellus liv'd 
*' in a well-govern'd Commonwealth ; had fe- 
*' veral Sons who were valiant and good ; hia 
*' Sons had Children like to themfelves, and all 
** thefe fcirviv'd him •, in a Word, when he had 
*^ liv'd as happily as the Condition of human 
** Affairs will permit, he ended his Life in a 
** glorious Manner. For coming to the Affift- 
*' ance of his Countrymen in a Battle they 
** fought at Eleujis againft fome of their Neigh* 
*' hours, he put the Enemy to flight, and died 
** in the Field of Vidtory. He was buried by 
*' the Athenians at the publick Charge in the 
C "Place 
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** Pkce where he fell, and was magnificently 

*^ honoured at his Funeral.** When Solon had 

faid thefc and many other Things concerning 

the Felicity of 5T?//«j, Crefus hoping at leaft 

to obtain the fecond Place, aflcM, who of 

thofe "he had feen might be accounted next to 

lum ? *^ CleobiSj feid he, and Biton^ two Gre- 

*^ cians of ArgoSy poflefs^d of a plentiful For- 

*' tune, and withal fo ftrong and vigorous of 

•* Body, that they were both equally vidtorious 

** in tne Olympian ExercHes. Of thefe *tis re- 

** ported, that when the Argians were celebrat- 

•* ing a FefKval of Juno^ and their Mother 

*< was oWigM to go to the Temple in a Cha- 

•* riot drawn by a Yoak of Oxen, the two 

*' young Men finding that the Oxen were not 

*' Drought time enough from the Field, and per- 

•' ceiving that the Hour was paft, put them- 

•* felves under the Yoak ; drew the Chariot in 

•* which their Mother fat forty fire Stades, 

•' and brought her in that manner to the Tem- 

•* pie. After they had done this in the View 

** of a great Cbncourfe of People met together 

•' to celebrate the Feftival, a happy Period was 

*' put to their Lives ; and God determined by 

** this Event, that *tis better for a Man to die 

** than to live. For when die Men of Argos^ 

^ who ftood round, commended the Refolu- 

*• tion of the two Brothers, and the Women 

*' magnified the Happinefs of the Mother of 

** fuch Sons, the Mother herfelf tranfported 

"with Joy by the AdHon and the Honours 

•* fhe received on that Account, made it her 

•' Petition, as fhe ftood before the Image of 

*' the Goddefs, that her Sons Cleohis and Biton 

** might be rewarded with that Thing which 

^ was 
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*« was of moft Advantage to Men. When 
*' flie had finifti*d her Prayer, and her Sons 
** had {acrific^'d and feafted with her, they fell 
** afleep in the Temple,, and awak'd no more. 
*' i^n which the Argians, in CommemcMa- 
*' tion of their Piety, catis'd their Statutes to be 
^« made and dedicated at Delphi:^ Thus Solon 
having adjudged the fecond Place of Felicity to 
Cleobis and Biton^ Cnxfus faid with Indignation, 
*' Is my Condition then fo contemptible in your 
** Opinion, as not to be thought equal to that 
« of private Men?'* " Crcsfus^ faid Solon^ 
*' you afk me concerning human Afiairs, and I 
" anfwer as one who thinks that all the Gods 
** are envious and Difturba^ of Mankind. For 
** in the Courfe of a long Life, Men are con- 
** ftrain^d to fee many Things they would not 
•' willingly fee, and to fuffer many Things they 
*• would not willingly fuffer. Let us fuppofe 
*' the Term of Man's Life to be feventy Years, 
*' which cOnfift of twenty five thoufand and 
*^ two hundred Days, without including the 
*' Intercalatory Month ; and if we add that 
** Month to every other Year, in order to fill 
*' up the juft Meafure of Time, we fhall find 
" thirty five Months more in the feventy Years, 
*' which make one thoufand and fifty Days. 
*' Yet in all this Number of twenty fix thou- 
** fand two hundred and fifty Days, that com- 
*^ pofe thefe feventy Years, no one Day will be 
** found like another. So that upon the whole 
*' Matter Mankind is a miferable Thing. You 
•* appear to me to be Matter of immenfe Trea- 
** fures, and King of many Nations ; but I can- 
*' not fay that of you which you demand, 'till 
** I hear you have ended your Life honourably; 
C 2 - " For 
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** For the licheft of Men is not more happy 
** than he that lives by the Day, unlefs his good 
•* Fortune attend him to the Grave, and he finifh 
** his Life in Honour. Many Men, who a- 
** bound in Wealth, are unhappy •, and many, 
*' who have only a moderate Competency,, ^xc 
** fortunate. He that abounds in Riches, and 
** is yet unhappy, exceeds the other only in two 
** Thii^ •, but the other furpafles him in many 
** more. The wealthy Man indeed is better 
^^ fumiih'd with Means to gratify his Paffions, 
*' and to bear the Hatred of many. But if the 
^^ oliier hare not the fame Power in thefe twa 
** Points, his good Fortune fecures him from 
** the Neceflity of doing either the one or the 
** other. He is free from Troubles j free from 
*' Difeafes ; his Looks are ferene ; and he has 
*' good Children : And if all thefe Things come 
*' at laft to be crown'd by a decent End, fuch a 
•*^ one is the Man you feek, and may juftly be 
**- calM happy. For to that Time we ought 
*' to fufpend our Judgment, and not to pro- 
^ nounce him happy, but only fortunate. Now 
*' becaufe na Man can poflibly attain to this 
*' Perfedtion of Happinels-, as no one Region 
*^ yields all good Things ; but produces fome 
*^ and wants others, that Country being ever 
*^ cfteem'd beft, which affi)rds the greateft Plen- 
*' ty : And farther, becaufe no human Body is^ 
** in all Refpefts felf-fufficient ; but poflefling 
*' fome Advantages, is deftitute of others; he 
•' therefore, who, after he has moft conftantly^ 
** enjoy'd the ereateft Part of thefe, finifhes the 
** laft Scene of Life with a decent Serenity of 
*' Mind, is in my Judgment truly a King, and 
^' juftly defcrvcs the Name of Happy. For 
2 " Men 
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^ Men ought to obferve the End of all Things 5 
" becaufe God frequently brings utter Deftnic- 
" tion upon thofe he has (hewn to the World 
*' in the Height of Profperity.'* Solon having 
faid thefe Things to Crafus^ without the leaft 
Flattery or Ihew of Efteem, was difmifs'd, as a 
Man of no Experience; who without Regard 
to prefent Profperity, counfelfd Men to obferve 
the End of all Things. 

After the Departure of Solon^ the Indig- 
-tiatioo of the Gods fell heavy upon Crcsfus^ pro- 
bably becaufe he thought himfelf the moft hap- 
py of all Men i and as he ilept he had a Dream^ 
which pointed out to him the Misfortune that 
was ready to befal him in the Perfon of one of 
his Sons. For Crcefus had two Sons, of whom 
/one was dumb and unfit for any Thing \ but 
the other^ whofe Name was Atys^ far furpafs'd 
all the young Men of his Age in rare Endow- 
ments. His Dream reprefented to him his Son 
Atys mortally wounded with an Iron Lance: 
So that when he awak'd and had confider*d 
±he Thing, dreading the G)nfequence of the 
Vifion, he provided a Wife for his Son % would 
no longer permit him to lead the Armies of the 
Lydians, as formerly he had done ; and caused 
all the Spears, Lances, and other Weapons of 
War, to be remov'd from the publick Rooms 
where they hung, and laid up in private Cham- 
bers, that none of them might fall upon his 
Son. But when all Things were prepared for 
the Marriage of Atys^ a Phrygian arrived at Sar^ 
4is^ of Royal Birth ; yet polluted with Blood, 
and overwhelmed with AffGftion. This Man 
coming to the Palace of Crtefus^ defir^d he would 
purify him according to the Rites of the Coun- 
C 3 try J 
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try ; which are almoft the fame in that rcfpeft 
among the Lydians as among the Grecians. 
Crcsfus granted his Requeft, and having per- 
formed the ufual Ceremonies, afk'd him wltence 
he came, and who he was *, fpeaking to him in 
the following Terms : " I denre to know who 
*' thou art •, from what Part of Phrygia thou 
*' art come hither ; and what Man or Woman 
" thou haft kill'd?" The Stranger made Anr 
fwer; " I am, faid he, the Son of Gordius^ 
*' Grandfon to Midas^ and my Name is Adrafius. 
*' I kiird my Brother by Accident, and on 
*' that Account am banifh'd by my Father, and 
** difpoffefs'd of all.** " I perceive, replied 
** Crccfus^ you are born of Parents who are our 
'' Friends, and therefore I affure you of your 
" Welcome. If you will ftay with us you ftiall 
*' want nothing, and if you can bear your Mif- 
** fortune with Courage, you will be a great 
*' Gainer.** So Adrafius relolv'd to ftay in the 
Court of Crcejus. 

At this Time a Boar of a prodigious BIgnefs 
W^ frequently feen in Myfia^ coming down from 
Mount Qlympus^ and deftroying the Huft)andry 
of the Inhabitants. The Myfians had often at- 
tack*d him, but always came off with Lofs, 
{^nd could not hurt him. At laft they fent De- 
puties to CrafuSj who deliver'd their Meflage in 
thefe Words s " There is, O King, a monftrous 
^' Boar in Myfta^ that ravages all the Country ; 
*' and tho* we have often endeavour*d to take 
^^ him, yet all our Attempts have been unfuc- 
*' cefsful. We therefore earneftly beg, that 
*^ you would fend your Son and fome other 
'' chofen young Men with Dogs, that our 
" Country may be deliver*d from this pernicious 

" Beaft.'* 
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** Beaft.*' Whcii they hid fpokcn in this Man- 
ner^ Crafus remembring his Dream anTwer^d; 
*^ Make no farther Mention of my Son 5 for I 
*^ (hall not fend him, becaufe he is lately mar- 
** ried, and therefore otherwiie employed. But 
« I will fend the moft fkilfiil of the Lydians, 
^^ with Dogs and all Things neceflary for 
*' hunting, and order them to aflift you with 
** their Jbeft Endeavours, to free your G)untry 
^' from the Boar." The Myfians were not con- 
tented with the Anfwer of Ongfus^ and in that 
Jnftant his Son arrived, and b^g inform*d of 
their Requeft, and of his Father's Denial to fend 
him with them, he addrefs*d himfelf to the King 
in this Manner. ** Father, iaid he, in Time 
paft, I was permitted to iignalize myfelf in 
the two moft noble and moft becoming Ex- 
erdfes, of War and Hunting •, but now you 
keep me excluded from both, without having 
obferv*d in me ^ther Cowardiie or Atjediion 
of Mind. What Regard will Men have for 
me when I appear in Fublick? What will 
the People fay? And what kind of Man 
will the Wife I have fo lately married think 
me to be ? Either fufFer me to go and take 
Part in this Enterprize, or convince me that 
you have better Reafon to detsun me at 
home." " My Son, anfwer*d Criefus^ the 
Refblution I have tdcen proceeds not from 
any Thing I have obferv'd in you, difpleafing 
to me ; but I have been admonifh*d in a 
Oream that you fhall not live long, and muft 
die by the Wound of a Spear. For that 
Reafon I haften'd your Marriage, and now 
refufe to (end you to this Expedition ; becaufe 
during my Life } would take all poffible Care 
C 4 *' to 



4C 



24 HERO DO rUS, Book I. 

*' to prevent the Danger that threatens you. 
*' For I efteem you to be my only Son, and have 
*' no Regard to the other, who is rendered ufe- 
" lefs by his Defeds/' " Indeed, replied the 
Youth, " I cannot blame you, if after fuch a 
*' Dream you take fo much Care to preferve my 
** Life : But becaufe you have not difcover*d the 
** true Meaning, give me leave to be your In- 
** terprcter. You fay the Dream plainly figni- 
** fied that I ftioula die by an Iron Lance: 
^^ But what Hand or what Lance has a Boar, 
** to create fuch Fears in you ? Had your Dream 
*' foretold I fhould lofe my Life by a Tooth, 
*' or fomething of like Nature, you ought then 
*' to have done as you now do ; but if I am to 
** die by a Lance, you may fafely let me go, 
*' becaufe our Attempt is not to be made againft 
*' Men. '* " You have convinced me, faid Cra- 
fus^ " that you rightly underftand my Dream ; 
*' and therefore changing my Refolution, I per- 
** mit you to undertake this Enterprize,'* Thus 
Crcefus having given his Confent, calpd for -^- 
drajtus the Phrygian, and when he came into 
his Prefence, {poke to him in this Manner ; 
** AdrdftuSj I received you in your Diftrefs ; I 
" purified you from Blood, and now entertain 
*• you in my Houfe at my Expence j which I 
♦' fay, not to upbraid you with Ingratitude ; 
** but having obliged you firft by my Kindnefs, 
^ I think it juft you mould make me fome Re- 
" turn. I hieg you would be my Spn's Guard 
'* in this Expedition, and take Care that no 
*^ execrable Af&flins may from their private 
*^ Haunts furprize and fall upon you by the Way. 
*' Befides you ought to go for your own Sake, 
^' in order to fignalize yourfelf, and by your 

" Adions 
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** Adtions to imitate your Anceftors, bec^ufr 
** you are not in the Strength and Vigour of 
*« your Age." Adrafius anfwer*d, " No other 
** Reafons, Sir, could induce me to take part 
** in this Enterprize : For one in my unfortu- 
** nate Circumrances ought not to appear, nor 
** defire to appear among thofe of his own Years, 
** who are innocent and unblemifh'd ; and there*- 
** fore I have often di^clin'd thefe Occafions al- 
" ready. Neverthelefe, becaufe you fo much 
*' defire it; and becaufe I ought to fliew my 
^' Gratitude for the Benefits I have received from 
** your Hand, I am ready to obey your Order ; 
^ and ailiire you no Care fhall be wanting on 
** my Part to bring home your Son in Safety.** 
After Adra/ius had made this Anfwer to Crcejiks^ 
they went away, attended by a chofen Compa* 
ny of young Lydians, and well fumifti'd with 
Dogs for the Chace. When they arriv'd at 
Mount Olympus^ they fought the Boar, and hav- 
ing found him, drew into the Form of a Circle, 
and from all Sides lanc'd their Javelins at him. 
Among the reft, the Stranger Adrqftusy who had 
been already expiated for Blood, throwing his 
Javelin at the Boar, mifs'd him, and ftruck the 
Son of Crafus \ by which Wound the Predi<5ti- 
on of the Dream was accomplifh'd. Upon tWs 
a Meflenger ran back to Crcefus^ and arriving at 
Sardisy gave him an Account of the Aftion, and 
of his Son's Fate ; Crcefus violently difturb'd for 
the Death of his Sion, bore the Difafter with 
* the lefs Patience, becaufe he fell bv the Hand of 
one, whom he himfelf had punfied from the 
Blood he had fhed before ; and with loud Com- 
plaints of the Indignity of his Misfortune, ad- 
dreis*d himfelf to Jupiter the God of Expiation, 

attefting 
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atteftihg the Calamity brought upon him by 
this Stranger. He invok'd the fame Deity a- 
gain, by the Name of the God of Hofpitality 
jind private Friendftup : As the God of Hofpi- 
tality, becaufe by receiving a Stranger into his 
Houfe, he had harboured the Murderer of his 
jSon: As the God of private Friendfhip, be- 
caufe he had entrufted the Care of his Son to 
one, whopi he now found to be his greateft 
j^emy. 

After this, the Lydians arriving with the 
Body of Jtys^ Adraftus^ who had kill'd him, fol- 
lowed 5 and coming into the Prcfence of Crafus^ 
plac'd himfelf before the Corpfe, li^lding out 
poth his Hands, and in that Manner furrendring 
his Perfon, begg'd of Crafus tQ kill him upon 
the dead Body, acknowledging his former Mif-r 
fortune, and faying he ought to live no longer, 
iince he had tsjcen away the Life of his Bene^ 
faftor, who had purged him from Bloodfhed be- 
fore. When Crfsfus he^d tl^is, tho* his own 
AffliAion was above Meafure great, he pitied 
Adraftus^ and feid to him, ^ xou have made 
** me full Satisfaftion by condemning yourfelf 
** to die. But no, Adraftus^ you were not the 
*' Author of this Difafter, for you did the Faft 
f * unwillingly. But that God, whoever he was, 
f * that foretold my Misfortune, 'twas he that 
f* bixjught it upon me." Crafus celebrated thq 
Funeral of his Son, as the Dignity of his Birth 
required : But Adraftus^ who had kill'd both his 
Brother and his Benefador, judging himfelf the 
nioft miferable pf all Men ; went to the Se- 
pulchre in the dead pf Night, and kiird himfelf 
ypon the Gr^ve. 

CRCESUS 
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CRCESUS continued difconfolate for the 
jL,ofs of his Son during two Years ; after which, 
the Profperity of Cyrus the Son of Cambyfis^ 
who had difpoflefs'd AJiyages the Son of Cyaxares 
of his Kingdom, and the growing Greatnefs of 
the Perfians, interrupted the Courfe of his Grief; 
and led him into a ibllicitous Care, how he 
might deftroy the Perfian Power, before it ihould 
become more formidable by farther Succefles. 
In thefe Thoughts he determined to make Trial 
of the Oracles of Greece and Libya ; and to thaf 
End fent (bme Perfons to Delphi^ and to j4be a 
Qty of Pbocis\ others to Ampbiaraus and Trch 
fbtmius^ and fome to Brancbis in the Territories 
of the Milefians. Thefe were the Grecian Ora- 
cles, to which Crcefus fent; and at the fame 
Time he difpatch'd other Men to confult that of 
Ammon in Lyhia ; defigning to try the feveral 
Oracles, and if they fhould be found to give a 
true Anfwer, in that Cafe to fend agjun, to in- 

Juire whether he fhould make War agdnfl the 
^erfians. Before he difmifs'd the Lydians on 
this Meflage, he ordered, that computing the 
Days from the Time of their Departure from 
SardiSy they fhould in one and the fame Day 
make Trial of all the Oracles, by afkine this 
Queflion ; *' What is Crcefus the Son of Aly- 
** attes King of Lydia now domg?" Com- 
manding moreover, that they fhould bring him 
the Anfwer of each Oracle in Writing. .What 
were the Anfwers given by the other Oracles, is 
mention'd by none : But the Lydians no foonet 
entered the Temple of Delpbi to confult the 
God, and to afk the Queflion they had in 
Charge, than the Pythian thus fpoke m Heroick 
Verfe. 

/ 
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/ know the Number of the Lybian Sands \ 
V^he Ocean^s Meafure : I can penetrate 
Tloe Secret of the Silent^ or the Dumb. 
Jfmell th^ afcending Odour of d Lamb 
And Tortoife in a brazen Cauldron boiled : 
Brafs lies beneath^ and Brafs above the Flefh. 

The Lydians having received and written down 
this Anfwer of the Pythian, returned to Sardis. 
And when the reft, who had been fent to o- 
ther Places, were arriv'd, Qr(iefus open'd and 
v5ew-d the Anfwers they brought, without be- 
ing fatisfied with any. But when he heard 
the Word« of the Delphian Oracle, acknow- 
ledging tlic Truth they contained, he ador*d the 
God •, believing that alone to be a real Oracle, 
which had difcover'd the Thipg he did at Sar^ 
dis. For after he had fent the Lydians to con* 
fult the Oracles, bearing in Mind the Time that 
had been fixed, he on that Day took a Lamb 
and a Tortoife, and boiPd them together in a 
Cauldron of Brais, which had a Cover of the 
lame Metal ; judging it an impoflible Thing to 
imagine or guefe at what he was doing, J caa 
iay nothing certain touching the Anfwer given 
to the Lydians by jimphiaraus^ after they had 
perform*d the Ceremonies required by the Cuftom 
of the Place : Only *tis reported in general, that 
Cresfus imputed no Falfhood to his Oracle. Afr 
ter thefe Things he offered magnificent Sacri^ 
fices to the Delphian God, confifting of three 
Thoufand Head of Cattle; and thinking to 
render him yet more propitious, he brought out 
Beds of Gold and Silver •, Vials of Gold ; with 
Robes of Purple, and other rich Apparel s and 

burnt 
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burnt all together on a Pile of Fire which he 
had prepared to that End; commanding all the 
Lydians to imitate his Example. In this Of- 
fering fo great a Quantity of Gold was melted 
down, that one Hundred and feventeen Tiles 
were made out of it •, of which the longeft 
were fix Palms in Length ; the ftiorteft three 5 
and both forts one Palm in Thicknefs. Four 
of thefe were of pure Gold, each weighing 
two Talents and a half; the reft were of a 
paler Gold, and weighed two Talents each. 
He alfo caus*d the Figure of a Lion to be made 
of fine Gold, weighing ten Talents ; but while 
the Temple of Delphi was burning, the Lion 
fell down from the Tiles, on which it ftood to 
that Time, and lies now in the Treafury of the 
Corinthians, reduc'd to the Weight of fix Ta- 
lents and a half, the reft having been melted off 
by the Fire. When thefe Things were finifh*d, 
Crcsfus fent them to Delphi^ accompany'd with 
many other Donations, among which were 
two large Bowls, one of Gold and the other 
of Silver. That of Gold was placed on the 
right Hand as Men go into the Temple, and 
that of Silver on the left ; but they were both 
removed when the Temple was burnt; and the 
golden Bowl, weighing eight Talents and a 
half and twelve Mines, is laid- up in the Trea- 
fury of Clezomene\ the other of Silver, con- 
taining fix Hundred Amphoras, lies in a Cor- 
ner of the Portico, and is us*d at Delphi for 
mixing the Wine on the Feftival call'd Theopha^ 
nea. The Delphians fay it was made by Theo-- 
dorus the Samian \ which I think probable, be- 
caufe to me it appears to be the Work of an un- 
common Hand. He alfo prefented four Veflels 

of 
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Df Silver, which are placed in the Treafury of 
the Corinthians; and gave two round Bafons 
to contain the Holy Water us*d xti the Tem- 
ple, one of Gold, and the other of Silver* 
On the Bafon of Gold is itn Infcriptionj which 
attributes that Donation to the Lacedemoni- 
ans ; but wrongfully ; for it was given by 
Crcsjus \ though a certain Delphian^ whofe Name 
I know, and am not willing to mention, en- 
graved thofe Words, in order to pleafe the 
Lacedemonians. They gave indeed the Boy^ 
through whofe Hand the Water runs \ but 
neither the one hor the other of the Bafons. 
At the fame Time Crcsfus lent many other Pre- 
fents of lefs Value •, with divers round Difhes of 
Silver; and the Image of a Woman^ three 
Cubits high^ which the Delphians fay reprefentd 
the Perfon that prepared his Bread : And to all 
thefe Things he added the Necklaces and Gir* 
dies of his Wife. Thefe were the Donation^ 
he dedicated at Delphi ; and to Amphiaraus^ on 
Account of his Virtue and Sufferings, he fent a 
Shield and a Spear, both of folid Gold, which 
remain to this Day at Thebes in the Temple of 
Ifmenian Apolla. 

When the Lydians were upon their De- 
parture, charged with thefe Prefents for the 
two Oracles ; Crosfus commanded them to in-* 
quire of botli, if he fhould undertake a War 
againft the Perfians, and if he fhould invite 
any other Nation to his AfTiflance. According- 
ly arriving in the Places to which they were 
fent, they confulted the Oracles in thefe Words ; 
•" Crafus King of the Lydians and of other 
*' Nations, efteeming thefe to be the only O- 
*' racles among Men, fends thefe Prefents in- 

'* Acknow- 
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•• Acknowledgment of the Thing you have 
*• difcover*d; and demands, whether he fhall 
•• lead an Army s^ainft the Perfians, and whe- 
*• ther he (hall join any auxiliary Forces with 
" his own?** To thcfe Queftions both the 
Oracles gave a like Anfwer, an3[ foretold, " That 
•* if Crcefus w<Hild make War upon the Perfi- 
•* ans, he fhould deftroy a great Empire ;*• coun- 
felling him at the fame Time to engage the moft 
powerful of the Grecians in his Alliance, When 
thefe Anfwers were brought and reported to 
Crtefus^ he became fo elevated, that not doubt- 
ing to deftroy the Kingdom of Cyrus^ he fent 
more Prefents to Delphi •, and caused two Staters 
of Gold to be diftributed to each of the Inha- 
bitants, whofe Number he had already learnt. 
In Confideration of which, the Delphians grant- 
ed to Crafus and the Lydians a Right to con- 
ililt the Oracle, and to be difmifs'd before any 
other Nation ; together with the firft Place in 
the Temple ; and the Privilege of being made 
Citizens of Delphi j to as many as fhould defire 
it in all future Time. 

CRCESUS having made thefe Prefents at 
Delphi^ fent a third Time to confult the Oracle. 
For after he had fatisfied himfelf of the Oracle's 
Veracity, he was not fparing of his Queftions. 
His Demand now was, whether he ftiould long 
enjoy the Kingdom ; to which the Pythian gave 
this Anfwer, 

fFhen oW the Medes a Mulejhall reign as Kittg^ 
Learn thou the Name of Coward to defpife j 
And on thy tender Feet^ O Lydian^ fly 
To ft my Hermus, and his Fury jhun, 

2 Tills 
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This Anfwer being brought to CrctJuSy pleased 
him much more than thole he had receiv d be-» 
fore. For he prefum^d that a Mule fhoutd nerer 
be King of the Medes, and coniequently that 
neither he nor his Pofterity fhould ever be de- 
prived of the Kingdom. In the next plaoe he 
began to confider how he might indu<^ the 
moft powerful of the Grecians to be his Con<*- 
federates ; and upon Inquiry found that the La« 
cedemonians and Athenians were the pnndpal \.^ 
Nations of Greece^ the firft being of Dorian^, /j 
and the other of Ionian Defcent. They were in, M 
ancient Time efteem'd the moft confiderable, 
when they went under the Names of Pelafgians 
and Hellenians ; of which the latter conftantly 
continued in one Country, while the former ver 
ry often changed their Seat : For under the Reign 
of Deucalion the Pelafgians inhabited the Coun- 
try of Pthiotis ; and m the Time of Dorus the 
Son of Hellenes poflefs*d that Region which is 
calPd IftUoliSj lying at the Foot of the Moun- 
tains OJfa and Olympus. From thence being ex- 
pelPd by the Cadmaeans, they betook themfelves 
to Macednum on Mount Pindus\ which Place 
they afterwards abandoned for another Settlement 
txi Dryopis •, and again changing their Country, 
came to inhabit in PeloponefuSy where they were 
caird Dorians. What Language the Pelafgians 
us'd I cannot certainly affirm \ but if I may form 
a Conjedhire by that which at prefent is fpoken 
among thofe Pelafgians, who being now fettled 
at Crotona beyond the Tyrrhenians, were for- 
merly Neighbours to thofe called at this Day 
Dorians, and dwelt in Thejfaly when the Pelafgi- 
ans founded Placia and Scylace on the Hellefpont^ 
and liv*d in Society with the Athenians : If, I fay, 

adding 
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adding to thde fuch other Pelafgiati Cities as 
have altered their Name, I may be permitted to 
give my Conjefture, the Pelafgians Ipoke a bar- 
barous Language. And if the whole Pelafgian 
Body did fo ; the People of Attica^ who are 
defcended from them, muft have unlearnt their 
own Modier Tongue, after they took the Name 
of Grecians. For the Language of the Croto- 
ttkns and of the Placians is the fame \ but dif- 
ferent itovcL that of all their Neighbours. By 
which it appears they have taken Care to pre- 
iterve.»the Langua^ tliey brought with them in- 
to thofe Places. But die Hellenians, as I think, 
have fix)m the Time they were People, us*d 
the fame Language they now fpeak : And the', 
when feparat^ fix>m the Pelafgians, they were 
at firft of no confiderable Force ; yet from a 
fmall Beginning they advanced to a mighty 
Power, by the Conjunftion of many Nations, as 
well Barbarians as others* Whereas, on the 
other hand, the Pelafgians being a barbarous Na- 
tion, feem to me never to have rifen to any con- 
fiderable Grandeur. 

CRCESUS had heard that the People of 
Attica^ one of thefe Natibns, was opprefs'd un- 
der tlie Tyranny of Pififtratus the Son of Hip- 
pocrates then reigning in Athens: To this Hip-- 
pocrates^ a ftrange Prodigy happened, while as a 
private Man he was prefent at the Olympian Ex- 
ercifes. For having kilPd a Viftim, and put 
the Flefh with Water into a Cauldron, the 
Liquor boil'd over without Fire. Cbilon the 
Lacedemonian, who was accidenbilly there, 
and faw the Prodigy, advis'd Hippocrates not to 
jnarry any Woman by whom he might have 
Chiloren \ or, if he was already married, to di- 
P vorc^ 
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fdrce his Wife -, and if he had a Son^ to aS- 
dfcate him. But Hippocrates not perfuaded by 
th€ Counfel of Chiton^ had afterwards a Son, 
whom he brought up, and nam'd Pi/iftratuy. 
After thefe Things, a Sedition happening be- 
tween the Paralians led by Megacles the Son of 
Alcm^oH^ and the Pedieans headed by Lycur^ 
gus the Son of Ariftolaides ; Pififtraius defign- 
ing to make himfelf Tyrant, formed a third 
Party, and having aflemoled his Partizans un- 
der Colour of protecting the Hyperacrians, 
contrived this Stratagem. He wounded • himfelf 
and his Mules ; and driving his Chariot into the 
publick Place, as if he had efcap*d from Ene- 
mies that defign'd to murder him in hi^ Way to 
thft Country, he befought the People to grant 
him a Guard, relying much on the Reputatiori 
he had acquirM, as well in the Expedition of 
Megara^ as by the taking of Nif^ea^ and other 
fignal Succefles. With thefe Pretences the Peo- 
pk of Athens were' deluded, and appointed 
fome chofen Men of the City for his Guard, 
who were to attend him arm'd with Clubs, and 
not with Javelins. Neverthelefs, by the Help 
of this Guard Pijijiratus feiz'd the Acropolis, 
and then poflefe'd himfelf of the whole Power i 
yet he neither difturb'd the ancient Magiftra- 
cies, nor altered the Laws ; but leaving Things 
as they were, adminifter'd the Government 
with Order and Moderation. Notwithftaiiding 
which, the Parties of Megacles and Lycurgus 
being fbme Time after reconciled, join'd toge- 
ther and drove him out. In this Manner Pi- 
Jiftratus firft made himfelf Mafter of Athens^ 
and was difpoffefs'd before his Power was well 
dlablifh'd. But new Diflenti<»is ariiing between 
* ^ thofe 



CLIO. 35 

thofc who ftxpell'd him, Megactes weary of fucH 
Piforders, fent a Mei&ge to Pifijiratus^ ofFering 
him the Dominioii of Athens ^ if he would many 
his Daughter. Pififtraius accepted the Propofi- 
tion •, and, in order to his Reftitutian, they two 
contrived the moft ridiculous Proied, that, I 
think, was ever imagined : Efpecially if we con^ 
iider that the Grecians have long been accounted 
much more acute and free from all ftupid Sim- 
plicity than the Barbarians ; and that the Authors 
of this Contrivance were Athenians, who are 
efteem'd among the wifeft of the Grecians. Pbya^ 
a Woman of the Pasanean Tribe, was four Cu-. 
bits high, wanting three Digits, and in other 
Refpefts beautiful: This Per^n they drefs'd in 
a compleat Suit of Armour; placed her on a 
Chariot ; and having difpos'd all Things in fuch 
a Manner as might make her appear with all pof- 
fible Advantage, they conduced her towards 
the City, fending Heralds before, with Order to 
fpeak to the People in thefe Terms ; " Give ^ 
** kind Reception, O Athenians, to Pififiratus^ 
*' who is fo much honoured by Minerva above 
** all other Men, that (he her felf condefcenda 
*^ to bring him back to her Acropolis." When 
the Heralds had publifti'd this in feveral Places^- 
the Report was prefently fpread through the ad- 
joining Parts, that Minerva was bringing home' 
Pifijiraius *, and in the City the Multitude belieyr. 
ing this Woman to be theGoddefs, addrefs'd her 
with Prayers, and readily received Piftfiratus y, 
who having thus recovered the Tyranny, mar- 
ried the Daughter of Megacles in Performance of 
his Agreement, But becaufe he had Sons alp' 
xeady ; and knew befides, that the Alcmaeonidesi 
were reported to be guilty of ^n unexpiated 
D 2 Crime, 
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Crime, he refolv'd to have no Children of this 
Marriage, arid therefore would not ufe the Com- 
pany of his new Wife according to Cuftom. 
The Woman for fomc Time concealed the 
Thing; but afterwards^ either mov'd by hef 
Mother's Soliicitation, or other Reafons, difco- 
ver'd it to her, and fhe to her Hufband. Me- 
gacles highly refenting the Difgrace, and tranf- 
ported with Anger againft Fififtratus^ reconciled 
himfelf to the adverfe Party ; which Fifijiratus 
underftanding to be done in Enmity to hfm, ht 
withdrew quite out of the Country, and arriving 
in Eretriay confulted with his Sons about the 
' State of their AfFairsr. In this Confultation the 
prevailing Opinion was that of Hippias^ who^ 
advis'd to attempt the Redu<5Hon of Athens. 
Purfuant to whofe Counfel, they follicited the 
Cities, where they had an Intereft, to fiipply 
them with Money -, and many gave great Sums ; 
but the Thebans furpafs*d the reft in Liberality. 
To be fhort, when all Things were ready for 
the Expedition, they were joined by fome Argian 
Troops which they had hiPd in Peloponnefus ; and 
by Lygdamis a Naxian, who to their great Sa- 
tisfaftion came voluntarily in, aud brought both 
Men and Money to their Affiftance. In the ele- 
venth Year of their Exile, departing from Ere- 
iria they ariv'd in Attica^ and in the firft Place 
poflefs*d themfelves of Marathon : Where while 
they lay encamped, they were joined not only 
by their feditious Partizans of the City •, but by 
great Numbers from the adjoining Parts, who 
were more fond of Slavery than of Liberty. Oit 
the other Hand, the Athenians had fhewn very 
little Concern all the Time Pijijiratus was folli- 
dtitig for Money 5 or even when he made him- 
• ^ felf 
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felf Mafter of Marathon^ But when they heard 
he was marching direftly for Athens^ th^y af- 
fembled all their Forces to defend themfelvcs, 
and ;to repel the Invader. In the mean Tim^ 
Pijijiraius advancii^ with his Army from Mara- 
thofLf arrived at the Temple of the Pallenian Aff- 
nerva^ and after they had plac'd their Arms be- 
fore the Gates, Ampbilytus a Prophet of Acarna^ 
nia^ by divine Impulfe, went to him* and pro- 
nounc'd this Oracle in Hexameter Verfe. 

ne Net isfpread^ and dextroujly thrown ^ 
By the clear Moonlight Jhall the Tunnies come. 

When the Prophet had delivered thefe Words, 
Pijijiratus comprehending the Oracle, and fey^ 
ing he accepted the Omen, broke up with his 
Army. In the mean Time the Athenians haying 
drawn their Forces out of the City^ and taken 
their Dinner^ betook themfelves afterwards to 
iDice or Sleep. So that the Army of Pijijlra^ 
tus falling upon them by Surpri;ze, foon put 
them to Flight 4 and as they were endeavourmg 
to make their Efcape, Pijijtratus contrived an 
artful Stratagem, in order to difperfe them fo in- 
tirely, tliat they might not rally again. Hq 
^commanded his Sons to ride before with Speed, 
and in his Name to inform all thofe they fhould 
overtake, that they had nothing ta fear, and 
that every Man might return to his own Habi- 
tation. The Athenians readily embracing the 
Opportunity, Pijtftratus took a third Time Pof- 
feffioij of Athens \ and eftablifh'd himfelf more 
firmly in the Tyranny, partly by the Affiftance 
of auxiliary Forces, and partly by Revenues 
5:olle(5led at Home^ or brought from the River 
D 3 Strymon. 
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Strymon. He compelPd thofe who refifted in 
the Batde, and had not prefcntly fled out of the 
Field, to deliver up their Sons to him as Hoftar 
ges, and fent them to Naxus ; which Ifland he 
had formerly conquered, and put into the Hands 
of Lygdamis. He likewife purified the Ifland of 
Delos^ as he had been admonifli'd by an Oracle ; 
caufing the dead Bodies to be taken up, and 
remov'd from all Places that lay within the Pro- 
fpeft of the Temple. In this Manner Pififtra^ 
tus recovered the Dominion of Athens ; many of 
the Athenians having been kill'd in the Fight, 
and many others leaving the Country with the 
Alcma^onides. 

CROESUS received Information that this 
was the prefent Condition of the Athenians \ 
and that the Lacedemonians having extricated 
themfelves out of great Difiiculties, had been at 
laft viftorious againfl: the Tegeans. For in the 
Time of Leon and Hegejicles, Kings of Sparta, 
they were fuccefsful in all other Wars except only 
againfl: that People. But before their Reign, 
they had been the moft diforderly People of all 
Greece ; without any good Correfpondence either 
among themfelves, or with Strangers ; 'till better 
Orders and Difcipline were introduced by Lycur^ 
gus^ in this Manner. Lycurgus^ who was a Man 
much efteem'd in Sparta^ arriving at Delphi to 
confult the Oracle ; ho fooner entred the Temple^ 
than the Pythian fpoke thefe Words, 

Welcome^ Lycurgus, to this happy Place ; 
Thou Favourite cf Heaven : I doubting ftand. 
Whether Ifioall pronounce thee God or Man : 
Inclining yet to think thou art a Ggd. 

Some 
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Some Men fey, that befidcs this, the Pythian 
at the fame Time communicated to him that 
Form of good Government, which is now ob» 
ferv'd in Sparta. But the Lacedemonians af- 
firm, that Lycurgus^ bcmg both Uncle and Tu-i 
tor to Leobotes King of Sparta^ brought thofe 
Inftitutions from Crete. However, after he had 
undertaken the Guardianftiip, he altered all their 
Cuflx>ms, and caus'd his own Regulations to 
be pundhially obeyed. He form'd a Militia, dir 
vided into Companies under diftinft Names ; 
«ftablifliing the Order of eating together in pub^ 
lick i and conftituted the Ephori and the Se* 
nate: Which Change of Government was at ^ 
tended by fuch good Confequences, that the La-r 
cedemonians built a Temple to Lycurgus after his 
Death, and paid him divine Honours. In a 
fhort Time, aflifted by the natural Goodnefs of 
their Country, and Increafe of their People, 
they grew confiderable : And having attained to 
a great Meafure of Profperity, could be no 
longer contented to live in Peace ; but thinking 
themfelves more valiant than the Arcadians, fent 
to confult the Oracle of Delphi^ touching the 
Conqueft of all their Country, and received this 
Anfwer ; 

^0 ajk Arcadia is a high Demand : 
4 hardy Race of Men defend that Land, 
But againji Tegca // thou wilt advance^ 
Upon her Plains thy founding Feet fhcdl dance % .. 
/Ind with a Line thoufhalt trace out the Soil. 

When the Lacedemonians heard the Report of 
their Meflengers, they laid afide their Defign 
^gainft ftll Arcadia. \ and relying on this equivo- 
P 4 cat 
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cal Oracle, led an Army againft Tegea onlyi car- 
rying Fetters with them m their March, as if 
they had been fure of making all the T^eans 
Prifoners. But coming to a Battle, they mem- 
felves were defeated, and all that were taken 
alive being bound with the fame Fetters they 
brought, were compell'd to labour, and fo to 
meafure the Lands of the Country. Thofe Fet- 
ters were afterwards hung up by the Tegeans in 
the Temple of the Haliaean Minerva^ and con- 
tinued there to our Time. In this firft War, 
which the Lacedemonians made againft Tegea^ 
they were always unprofperous ; but in the Time 
of Crafus^ and during the Reign of Anaxandri-^ 
des and Arifion^ Kings of Sparta^ they Had better 
Succefs •, by thefe Means : ffeving confider'd 
that they had always been beaten by the Te- 
geans, they fent to enauire of the Oracle at 
Delphi^ what God they mould addrefs, in order 
to be viftorious againft that People. The Py* 
thian anfwer'd, they fhould then be fuccefsful> 
when they fhould carry back the Bones of Oreftes 
the Son of Agamemnon^ to Sparta. The Laceder 
monians not knowing where to find the Sepul- 
chre of Oreftes^ fent again to inquire of the God 
in what Country he lay interred; and received 
this Anfwer by the Mouth of the Pythian : 

In the Arcadian Plains' lies Tegea, 
Where two impetuous Winds are forced to blower 
Form rejifts Form : Mifcbief on AEfchiefJlrikes. 
Here Mother Earth keeps AgamemnonV Son \ 
Carry him off^ and be victorious. 

The Lacedemonians having heard this Anfwer, 
were no lefs in ]?ain than before, tho* they us*d 

a^ 
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a& poflible- Diligence in fearching for the Sepul- 
chre of Orejles : Till LicbeSj one of thofe Spar- 
tans who are cal?d Agathoergoi (or well'dejerv^ 
ing,) found it by an Accident. Thefe Agatbch 
ergot confift of Citizens who have ferv'd in the 
Cavalry till they attain a confiderable Age •, .and 
then five of the eldeft are yearly exempted from 
that Duty ; and that they may be ftill ufefiil 
to the State, are fent Abroad during the firfl: 
Year of their Difmiffion. Ucbes was one of 
thefe Perfons, and his Prudence was not infe- 
riour to his good Fortune on this Occafion. 
For as the Lacedemonians had ftill the Li- 
berty of going to Tegea^ Licbes was there at 
that Time ; and entering one Day into the Shop 
of a Smith, attentively confider*d the Art of 
tlie Matter in fhaping his Iron: Which when 
the Artificer obferv'd he ceas'd from his Work, 
and laid ; " You feem, Laconian Stranger, to 
^' admire my Work 5 but if you knew a cer- 
^* tain Thing I know, you would be much more 
*' aftoni(h*d. Tor as I was finking a Well in 
*' this Inclofure, I found a Coffin fcven Cubits 
*' long : And becaufe I could not think tliat 
*' Men were ever of a higher Stature than in our 
*' Time, I opened the Cofl[in, which I faw ex- 
*' aftly fitted to the Body: And after I had 
" taken the juft Meafure, I covered all again 
*' with Earth." Licbes reflecfting on his Dif- 
courfe, conjedur'd from the Words of the Ora- 
cle, that this was the Body of Oreftes -, not doubt- 
ing that the Smith's Bellows he faw, were the- 
tv/o Winds; the Anvil and Hammer the two 
contending Forms •, and that the fliaping of Iron 
was fignified by the redoubled Mifchiefs men- 
pQXi^d in the Oracle j becaufe he imagined that 

the 
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the Invention of Iron had been deftruAive to 
Men. Having confidcr'd thcfe Things, he re- 
turned to Sparta^ and gave the Lacedemonians 
an Account of the whole Matter ; which when 
they had heard, they contrived in Concert with 
Liches, to charge him with a fiftitious Crime ; 
and under that Colour banifh'd him. The Spar- 
tan arriving in Tegea^ related his Misfortune to 
the Smith ; and hir*d the Inclofure of him, bcr 
caufe he would not fell it. But after he had per- 
fuaded him, and inhabited there for fome Time, 
he opened the Sepulchre ; and having colle6ted 
all the Bones, carried them away with him to 
Sparta. From that Time the Lacedemonians 
were always fuperior in War to the Tegeans; 
and befides, they had already fubducd many 
Countries of Peloponefus. 

CRCESUS being informed of all thefe Things, 
fent A mbafladors to the Spartans, with Prefents, 
and Orders to defire their Alliance : Who when 
they were arrived, delivered their Meflage, as 
they were inftrufted, in thefe Words ; *' Crcsfus 
•' King of the Lydians and of other Nations, 
•' having confulted the Oracle, has been ad- 
" monifti*d to make the Grecians his Friends j 
** and knowing you, O Lacedemonians, to be 
'' the principal People of Greece^ has fent us to 
** tell you, that in Obedience to the God he 
" offers to become your Ally and Confederate 
" without Fraud or Artifice." The Lacedemo^ 
nians, who had Notice of this Oracle before, 
were pleas'd with the coming of the Lydians, 
and readily enter'd into a League of Amity and 
mutual Afliftance with Crosfus ; from whom they 
had formerly received fome Kindnefs. For when 
they had refolv*d to ered that Statue of Gold to 

4poUoy 
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ApoUa^ which now ftands at Tbornace in Zmco^ 
nia^ and difpatch'd certain Perfons to purchafe 
a fufficicnt C^antity at Sardis^ Crafus prefented 
them with as much Gold as was neceflary to that 
End. For which Giufe, and the Honour he had 
done them in defiring their Friendftiip prefera- 
bly to all the reft of the Grecians, they accepted 
the OSdc of his Alliance ; engaging to be ready 
with their Forces whenever he ftiould deiire 
their Affiftance. And that they might make him 
ibme other Return, they caused a Bafon to be 
made of Brafs, capable of containing three him- 
dred Amphoras, ^nd wrought all over the exte- 
rior Part with the Figures of various Animals, 
which they fent away in order to be prefented 
to Crcsfus. But the Bafon never reached Sardis^ 
for one of thefe two Reafons : The Lacedemo- 
nians on their Part fay, that the Samians being 
informed of their Defign, fitted out divers long 
Ships; and falling upon them in the Road of 
SamoSy robb'd them of the Prefent. On the 
other hand the Samians affirm, that the Lacede- 
monians, who were charg'd with the Bafon, 
came too late •, and hearing that Sardis was 
taken, and Crc^fus himfelf made Prifoner, fold 
the intended Prefent at Samos to fome private 
Perfons, who dedicated it in the Temple of Ju- 
m : And that poflibly when they were retum'd 
to Sparta^ they might fay the Samians had taken 
it away. 

In the mean time Crosfus miftaking the Oracle, 
refolv*d to invade Cappadocia with an Army, in 
hope to deftroy the Power of Cyrus and of the 
Perfians •, and whilft he was preparing all Things 
for his Expedition, a Lydian nam'd Sandanis^ 
^ho before tliat Time was efteem*d a wife Man, 

and 



44 HERODOTUS. Book I. 

and on this Occafion acquired a great Addi- 
tion of Reputation, gave him Advice in thefe 
Words : " O King, you are preparing to make 
** War againft a People who have no other 
*' Cloathing than Skins •, who inhabit a bar- 
" ren Country •, and eat not the Things they 
*' would chufe, but fuch as they can get. Xhey 
** ufe Water for Drink, and have neither Wine 
*' nor Figs, nor any delicious Thing among 
** them. What Advantage can you gain by 
*' the Conqueft of fo poor a People? But if 
*' you are conquered, confider what your Condi- 
*' tion will be. When they come to tafte of 
*' our voluptuous Way of Living, they will efta- 
*' blifh themfeives in this Country, and we fhall 
" never be able to drive them out. As for me, 
** I thank the Gods that they have not infpir*d 
** the Perfians with Thoughts of attacking us.'* 
But all this was not fufficient to difliiade Crcefus 
from making War againft the Perfians, who be- 
fore they conquered the Lydians, poflefs'd no- 
thing either delicious or commodious. 

The Cappadocians, by the Grecians calM 
Syrians, were fubjedr to the Medes before the 
Eftablifliment of the Perfian Power ; and in the 
Time of this War were under the Dominion of 
i^yrus. For the Kingdoms of Media and Lydia 
are feparated by the River Halys^ which de- 
fcending from the Mountains of Armen^Ox^^^k^ 
thro* Cilicia \ and leaving the MatieniaW^ftthe 
Right and the Phrygians on the left HancJ, tends 
to the Northward, and divides the Syrians of Cap^ 
padocia from the Paphlagonians i the former in- 
habiting on the Right, and the latter on the Left 
of that Stream. In this Manner the River Halys 
divides almoft all the lower Jfia^ from the Cy- 
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prian to thfe Euxih Sea, which is in Length as 
much as a ftrong Man can travel over in five 
Days. Crcefus was indeed very defirous to add 
the Countty of Cappadocia to his own Terri- 
tories ; but his Confidence in the Oracle, and 
great Inclination to revenge the Difpofition of 
AJiyages upon Cyrus^ were the principal Caufed 
that induced him to invade the Cappadocians. 
For Cyrus the Son of Cambyfes had defeated and 
taken AJiyages the Son of Cyaxares^ who was 
King of the Medes, and nearly related to Crce- 
fus \ in the following Manner. Upon a Sedition 
which happened amongft the Scythian Nomades^ 
a Party of them efcap*d into Media^ where Cy- 
axares the Son of Phraortes^ and Grandfon to 
Dioces^ was then King -, who confidering their 
Diftrefs, received them at firft with great Huma- 
nity ; and having entertained a good Opinion of 
them, entrufted to their Care divers Youths, to 
learn the Ufe of* the Bow and the Scythian 
Tongue. Thefe Strangers exercised themfelves 
with frequent Hunting, and were ever accuftomed 
to return with Prey. But one Day, when they 
had taken nothing, and came back with empty 
Hands, Cyaxares^ who, as plainly appeared, 
was of a violent Temper, treated them with 
moft opprobrious Language. The Scythians re- 
fenting this Ufage with great Indignation, agreed 
among themfelves to kill one of the Youths that 
were educated under their Care, and to pfe- 
pare his Fle/h for Cy axares as they us*d to drefs 
his Venifon ; and then to make their Efcape im- 
mediately to Alyaties the Son of Sadyattes King 
of Lydia. Thefe Things they executed as th^y 
defign*d : Cy axares and thofe who fat with him 
at the Table, tafted of the Flefti ; and the Scy- 
2 thiaos 



46 HERODOTUS. Book I. 

tliians flying to Sardis^ implor'd the Protedioa 
of Alyattes. After this Cyaxares fent to demand 
the Scythians ; but not prevailing with jUyatte^ 
to deliver them up, he made War againfl: him 
five Years with various Succefs, the Medes fome- 
times defeating the Lydians, and fometimes be- 
ing defeated by them ; during which Time, they 
fbupht once by Night. In the fixth Year, 
Thmgs being hitherto well near equal on both 
fides, they came to another Battle, and whilft 
they were contending for ViAory, the Day was 
fiiddenly tum'd into Night; which Alteration 
^ales the Milefian had foretold to the lonians, 
and nam*d the Year when it ftiould happen. The 
Lydians and Medes feeing Darknefs fucceeding 
in the Place of Light, defifted from fighting, 
and fhew'd a great Inclination on both ndes tQ 
make Peace. Syennejis of Celitia^ and Labyne^ 
tus the Babylonian were the Mediators of their 
Reconciliation : And becaufe important Agree- 
ments require ftrong Securities, they not only 
obliged them to confirm the Treaty by Oathj 
but perfuaded Alyattes to give his Daughter 
Aryenis in Marriage to Afiyages the Son of Cy^ 
axares. Thefe Nations in their Federal Con*- 
trafts obferve the fame Ceremonies as in Greece j 
except only, that both Parties cut themfelyes on 
the Arm rill the Blood gufhes out, and then 
mutually lick it from the Wounds. 

^W HEN Cyrus had conquered and confined 
Afiyages his Grandfather by the Mother, for 
Reafons which I (hall hereafter relate, Crosfu^ 
was fo much offended with him, that he fent to. 
confult the Oracle, if he fhould make War a- 
gainft the Perfians •, and having received an illu- 
fory Anfwer, which he interpreted to his own 
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Advantge, he led his Army towards their Ter- 
ritories. When he arrived at the River Halys^ 
he caus'd his Forces to pafs over, as I believe, 
by Bridges which were then built. But the 
coihmon Opinion of the Grecians is, that Thaks 
the Milefian procured him a Paflage by other 
Means. For, fay they, whilft Crafus was in 
great Pain how his Army fhould pafs over the 
River, on which no Bridges were then built, 
Thales^ who was in his Camp, caused the Stream 
which ran along the Left of his Army, to pafs 
likewife on the Right by this Invention. They 
began a de^ Trench by his Diredion at the 
Head of the Camp, which they carried round 
by the Rear in the Form of a Halfmoon to the 
antient Channel; and the Stream being thus 
fuddenly divided, was found fordable in both 
Parts. Some fay, that the antient Channel of 
the River became quite dry \ but I cannot af- 
fent to their Opinion : For how then could thofe 
repafs, who returned from that Expedition ? 
However, Crosfus having pafs'd the River, en- 
tered with his Army into the Country of Pteria^ 
the moft populous Part of Cappadocia^ and lying 
near the City of Sinope^ which is fituate on the 
Euxin Sea. Encamping in that Region he ra- 
vaged the Lands of the Syrians •, took the chief 
Gty of the Pterians, which he pillag'd, with 
all the adjacent Places, and expelled the Inhabi- 
tants, who had given him no Caufe of Dif- 
content. 

CTRUS being informed of thefe Things, af- 
fembled his Army, and taking with him the 
Forces of thofe Countries thro* which he was 
to pafs, refolv'd to marcl\ towards the Enemy. 
But before he began to advance, he fent Heralds 

to 
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to the lonians, to perfuade them to revolt from 
Crcsfusy and received a pofitive Denial. When 
he arriv'd within View of the Enemy, he en- 
camped in the Territories of Pteria^ and after 
ieveral Stcirmifhes, the two Armies came to a 
bloody Battle ; which continued with great 
Slaughter on both Sides, till Night parted them, 
and left it undetermin'd who had the better. 
But Crosjus being diflatisfied to fee his Forces 
much inferiour in Number to thofe of Cyrus^ as 
indeed they were, and finding nothing attempted 
againft him the Day after the Battle, retired to 
Sardis with his Army, defigning to fend to the 
Egyptians for Succour, purfuant to the Con- 
federacy he had made with Amafis King of 
jEgyptj before he treated with the Lacedemo- 
nians. In like manner, becaufe the Babylonians, 
with their King Labynetus^ were alfo his Allies, 
he refolv'd to require their Affiftance, and to fix 
a Time for the coming of the Lacedemonians ; 
determining with thefe Forces and his own to 
attack the Perfians in the Beginning of the next 
Spring, With this Defign he returned Home) 
and after he had difpatch'd Ambafladors to his 
Confederates to require them to fend their Forces 
to Sardis before the End of five Months, he 
feparated his Army which had fought againft 
the Perfians, and fent Home all the foreign 
Troops •, not imagining that Cyrus^ who had 
not been able to beat him in the Field, would 
venture to advance to Sardis. While thefe 
Things were in Agitation, a great Number of 
Serpents were feen in the Lands about Sardis \ 
which when the Horfes found, they left their 
Pafture, and eat as many as they could take, 
Cr^/usj not without Reafon, thinking this to 
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be a Prodigy, fent to confult the Interpreters 
at Telmijfus by certain Perfons, who arriving 
in that Place, received tlie Anfwer of the Tel- 
miffians ; but could not deliver it to Crcefus^ 
becaufe he was taken Prifoner before they re- 
turned to Sardis. The Interpretation of the 
Telmiflians was that the Kingdom of Crcefus 
Ihould foon be invaded by a foreign Army, 
which Ihould conquer the Natives •, becaufe, faid 
they, the Serpent is a Son of the Earth, and the 
Horfe is an Enemy and a Stranger. This An- 
fwer they gave after the Difafter of Crcefus ; yet 
without knowing what had happened to him and 
to Sardis. 

CTRUS being informed that Crcsfus was re- 
tired after the Battle of Pteriay with Defign to 
feparate his Army, call'd a Council, and refolv*d 
to march with all poflible Expedition to Sardis^ 
that he might furprize the Enemy, before the 
Lydian Forces could be drawn together •, which 
Refolution was executed with fo great Dili- 
gence, that Cyrus himfelf at the Head of his 
Army brought thither the News of his own 
Enterprize, CrafuSj tho* extremely alarmed at 
an Attempt which he neither forefaw nor expeft- 
ed, drew cut the Lyjiians into the Field, who 
in that Time were as brave and warlike a 
People as any other of all 4/^a. They fought 
on Horfeback arm'd with ftrong Lances, and 
managed their Horfes with admirable Addrefs, 
The Place where they aflembled was a fpacious 
Plain, lying before the City, and watered by di- 
vers Rivers, particularly by the Melius^ which 
runs into the greateft of all calPd the Hermus. 
This River defcending from a Mountain, facred 
to Cybele Mother of the Gods, falls into the Sea 
£ near 



50 HERODOTUS, Book I. 

near the City of Pbocia. Cyrus feeing the Ly- 
dians drawn up in order of Battle, and appre- 
hending the Efforts of their Horfe, by the Siig- 
geftion of Harpagus a Mede made ufc of this 
Stratagem. He order'd all the Camels that fol- 
lowed the Army with Provifions and Baggage, 
to be brought together ; and having caus'd their 
Loading to be taken down, commanded Men 
cloath*d after the Manner of the Cavalry to 
moimt thofe Animals, and to march in the Van 
of his Forces againft the Lydian Horfe. Behind 
the Camels he plac'd his Infantry, and all his 
Cavalry in the Rear. And having made this 
Difpofition, he gave out ftrift Order thro* the 
whole Army, not to fpare any Lydian they 
Ihould meet, Crcsfus only excepted, whom they 
were forbidden to kill, even tho' he ihould refift 
fingle, Cyrus placed the Camels in the Front of 
his Army, in order to render ufeleis the Enemies 
Cavalry, by which the Lydian hop'd to obtain 
a glorious Viftory ; for a Horfe is afraid of a 
Camiel, and cannot bear either to fee or fmell 
him. Accordingly the Battle no fooner b^an, 
than the Horfes, impatient of the Scent and 
Sight of the Camels, turned their Heads and ran 
away ; which Croefus obfervmg, gave all his 
Hope for loft. Neverthelefs the Lydians, who 
perceived the Caufe of what had happened, were 
not prefently difcourag'd, but difmounting from 
their Horfes, renew'd the Fight on Foot; till 
at laft, after an obftinate Difpute, m which great 
Numbers fell on both Sides, thejr fled to Sardis^ 
and (hutting themfelves up within the Walls of 
the Qty, were foon befieg^d by the Perflans. 

CRCESUS 
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tRCESUS thinking the Siege would be 
long, fent again to his Allies, and in Place of 
defiring their Afliftance within five Months, fol- 
licited them to fuccour him with all Expedition, 
becaufe he was already befieg'd in Sardis. A- 
mong the reft of his Confederates, he fent to 
the Lacedemonians ; who at the fame Time had 
a Conteft with the Argians, about the Country 
of Thyreaj which the Spartans had feiz'd, tha* 
of Right belonging to Argos. And indeed, 
whatever lies Weftward of Siat City, even to 
Maleaj on the Continent, together with Cytbera^ 
and the other Mands, belongs to the Argians. 
This Affair depending, the Argians advanced 
Vrith their Forces to recover TJbyrea ; but upon 
a Conference, the contending Parties agreed, 
that three Hundred Men on each Side ffiould 
determine the Difpute by Combat, and the 
Country be adjudged to the Vidorious. Yet in 
the firft Place, both Armies were to depart, left 
cither Side finding their Countrymen in Diftrefs, 
might come in to their Afliftance. This Agree- 
ment being made, and the Armies retired, the 
Fight began 5 and was maintained with fuch 
equal Valour, that of the fix Hundred, three 
Men only were left alive: Neither had thefe 
all furviv*d, if Night coming on had not fav*d 
them. Two of the three were Argians, Jlcinor 
and Chromius by Name, who thinking themfelves 
vidorious ran to Argos with the News. But 
Othryades^ the only Survivor on the Part of the 
Lacedemonians, after he had collefted the Spoil 
pf the Argians, and carried all their Arms into 
the Spartan Camp, continued in the Field. The 
next Day both Armies being informed of the Er 
vent, met again in the fame Pla^e, and both laid 
£ 12 Claim. 
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Claim to the Vidory. The Argians alledg'd, 
that they had more than one left alive. But 
the Lacedemonians urg'd, that the furviving 
Argians ran away ; and that their G>untryman 
alone had kept the Field and pillag'd the dead. 
From Words they betook themfelves to their 
Arms •, and after a bloody Fight, in which ma- 
ny were kill'd on both Sides, the Lacedemoni- 
ans obtained the Vidory. Upon this Difafter, 
the Argians cutting off their Hair, which to 
that Time they had been oblig'd to wear of a 
confiderable Length, agreed to a Law, and made 
a folemn Vow, that they would not fuffer their 
Hair to grow long, nor permit their Women to 
drefs with Ornaments of Gold, 'till they Ihould 
recover Tbyrea. On the other Hand, the Lace- 
demonians made a contrary Order, enjoining all 
their People to wear long Hair, which they had 
never done before. As for Othryades^ who was 
the only furviving Spartan of the three Hundred, 
they fay, he kill'd himfelf at Thyrea^ afham'd to 
return home after the Slaughter of all his Com- 
panions. 

The Affairs of the Lacedemonians were In 
this Condition, when the Sardian Ambaflador 
arriving in Sparta^ pray'd their Affiftance on the 
Fart of Crcefus^ who was befieg'd in Sardis\ 
which they no fooner heard, than they refolv*d 
to fuccour him. But when they had made ready 
their Ships, and prepared all Things for the Ex- 
pedition, they were inform'd by another Meflage, 
that the City of Sardis was taken, and Cr^jefus 
himfelf made Prifoner ; which they took for a 
.great Misfortune, and defifted from their Enter- 
prize. The City of Sardis was taken in this 
Manner. On the fourteenth Day of the Siege, 
3 Cyrus 
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Cyrus ordered Proclamation to be made by Men 
on Horfeback throughout his Camp, that he 
would liberally reward the Man who fhould firft 
mount the Enemies Walls : Upon which feveral 
Atten^ipts were made, and as often faiPd; 'till, 
after the reft had defifted, one Hyrceades a Mar- 
dian found a Way to climb an Afcent on that 
Side of the Cattle, which having been always 
judg'd imprafticable and fecure from all At- 
tacks, was not defended by any Guard. To 
this Part alone of all the Fortifications, Males a 
former King of Sardis^ never brought his Son 
Leo^ whom he had by a Concubine ; though the 
Telmiffians had pronounced, that if he were car- 
ried quite round the Works, Sardis fhould be 
for ever impregnable ; but having caused him to 
be brought to every other Part of the Place, to* 
tally neglefted this, which faces the Mountain 
TmoluSj as altogether infuperable and inacceflible. 
Hyrcsades the Mardian had feen a Lydian come 
down this Precipice the Day before, to take up 
a Helmet that was drop'd, and after he had at- 
tentively obferv'd and confidePd the Thing, he 
afcended the fame Way, followed by divers Per- 
fians; and being foon fupported by greater 
NumberSj the City of Sardis was thus taken and 
plundered. 

CRCESUS^ as I have already faid, had a Son 
who was dumb, though in all other Refpeds 
commendable ; and as in the Time of his Profpe- 
rity, he omitted nothing that might contribute 
to deliver him from that Infirmity, among other 
Experiments, he fent to confult the Oracle of 
Delphi concerning him, and received this Atir 
fwer frp^ the Pythian 5 
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O too imprudent Lydian ! JViJh no more 
The charming Sound of a Son's Voice to bear : 
Better for thce^ could Things rejl as they are-^ 
For in an evil Day befirjifkallfpeak. 

Upon the taking of the City, a certain Pdrfian 
not knowing Crc^fus^ advanced to kill him ; and 
when he, not caring to furvive that Difafter, 
neglefted to avoid the Blow, his fpeechlefs Son, 
feeing the Soldier ready to ftrike, and fearii^ 
for the Life of his Father, in that Inflant cried 
out, Man^ kill not Croefus. Thefe were the 
firft Words he ever utter*d ; but from that 
Time he continued to fpeak readily diuing all 
the reft of his Life. In this Manner the Per- 
fians became Mafters of Sardis^ and made Crce^ 
fus their Prifoner ; who having reign'd fourteen 
Years, and been befieg*d fourteen Days, put an 
End to his great Empire, as the Oracle had pre- 
dided. 

Th e Perfians having taken CrafuSy and brought 
him to Cyrus, he commanded him to be fettePd, 
and plac'd on a great Pile of Wood already 
prepared, accompanied by fourteen young Ly- 
dians : Defigning either to offer this Sacrifice to 
fome God, as the firft Fruits of his Viftory ; or 
to perform a Vow ; or perhaps to fee, becaufe 
he liad heard of his Devotion to the Gods, whe- 
ther any D^mon would fave him from the Fire. 
When Crc^fus had afcended the Pile, notwith- 
ftanding the Weight of his Misfortunes, the 
Words of Solon reviving in his Memory, made 
him think he was infpir'd by fome God, when he 
faid, that no living Man could juftly be call'd 
Happy, Revolving thefe Words in his Mind, 

he 
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he ligh*d often in the Anguifh of his Soul, and 
thrice pronounced the Name of Solon. Which 
when Cyrus heard, he commanded his Interpre- 
ters to afk him, whofe Afliftance he implor'd. 
They obey'd immediately ; but Cm/us for a 
while kept Silence 5 yet at laft being conftrain'd 
to fpeak, he faid, " I nam*d a Man, whofc 
♦* Difcourfes I more defire all Tyrants might 
♦' hear, than to be Pofleffor of the greateft 
*' Riche^.** The Interpreters judging this An- 
fwer obfcure, repeated their Demand ; and per- 
fifting in their Importunity, prefs'd him earneftly 
to explain his Meaning. Upon which Crcsfus 
acquainted them, that Solon an Athenian having 
formerly vifitcd him, and viewed his immenfe 
Treafures, had defpis'd all ; and that the Truth 
of what he then faid was now verified, though 
his Difcourfe was generally relating to all Man- 
kind as much as to himfelf, and efpecially to 
thofe who vainly imagine themfelves happy. Af- 
ter Crcefus had faid thefe Words, and the Flames 
began to afcend on every Side, Cyrus^ already 
intorm'd by the Interpreters of what he had 
faid, relented on a fudden ; and confidering that 
being but a Man, he was yet going to burn 
another Man alive, who had been no way inferior 
to himfelf in Profperity 5 and fearing a Retalia- 
tion of Punifhment, as one who was not igno-^ 
rant of the Inconftancy of human Afiairs; he 
commanded the Fire to be prefently extinguifh'd, 
and Crc^fuSj with thofe who were about him, 
to be taken down. Accordingly all Endeavours 
were us'd to execute his Orders ; but they 
could not mafter the Fire. In this Diftrefs, 
CrcsfuSj ^ the Lydians report, being inform'd 
that Cyrus had altered his Refolution, and fee-i 
E 4 ing 
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ing every Man toiling in vain to put out the 
Fire, burft into Tears 5 and with a loud Voice 
invoking Apollo^ befought the God, if ever any 
of his Offerings had been agreeable to him, to 
proted and deliver him from the prefent Dan- 
ger: That immediately Clouds were feen ga- 
thering in the Air, which before was ferene, 
and a violent Storm of Rain enfuing^ quite ex- 
tinguifh'd the Flames 5 by which Cyrus under- 
fianding that Crafus was a good and pious Man, 
fpoke to him as foon as he came down, in 
thefe Terms. " Tell me, Crafus^ who per- 
*' fuaded you to invade my Territories, and to 
** be my Enemy, rather than my Friend?** 
^' This War, faid Crcsfus^ as fortunate to you, 
*' O King, as unfortunate to me, I undertodc 
^' by the Perfuafion and Encouragement of the 
*' Grecian God. For no Man is fo void of Un- 
.*^ derftanding as to prefer War before Peace ; 
'' becaufe in Time of War Fathers bury their 
'^ Children, and in Time of Peace Children 
" perform that Office to their Parents. But 
" fuch was the Will of the jy^monP When 
he had thus fpoken, Cyrus commanded his Fet- 
ters to be taken off-, and permitting him to fit 
down by his Side, fhew'd him great Refpedb ; 
for both he and all thpfe that flood about him, 
were aftonifh'd at the Things they had feen and 
heard. Crcefus lat for fome Time penfive and 
filcnt : But afterwards turning about, and feeing 
the Perfians facking the City, he a(k*d . Cyr^j, 
whether he might fpeak with Freedom, or whe-t 
ther he ought to fupprefs his prefent Thoughts ; 
Cyrus bid him take Courage, and deliver his 
Opinion freely ; upon which Crcefus afk*d him, 
what thofe great Numbers were now 4oing with 
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fo much Diligence. " They are, faid Cyrus^ 
♦' pillaging your City, and deftroying your 
*' Riches and Magnificence.'* ** Not fo, re- 
^' plied Cr,tvfus, they neither plunder my Qty, 
*' nor deftrpy my Riches : For I have now no 
*' Part in thofe Things •, but they ravage and 
<' confume what belongs to you/' This An- 
fwer made fuch an Impreflion on CyruSj that 
taking Crafus afide, he afk'd him privately, 
what he thought ftiould be done in this Con^ 
jundhire ? " Since the Gods, faid Crafus^ have 
♦* made me your Servant, I am in Duty oblig'd 
*' to acquaint you with all that may conduce to 
*' your Advantage. If you permit the Perfians, 
*' who are poor, and by Nature infolent, to 
*' plunder and poflefs great Riches ; you may ex- 
*' peft that thofe who enrich themfelves moft, 
*' will be moft ready to rebel. Therefore, if 
*' you approve my Sentiment, place fome of 
** your Guards at every Gate, with Orders to 
** take the Booty from all thofe who would go 
♦' out, and to acqudnt them that the Tenth 
" muft of Neceflity be confecrated to Jupiter: 
*' By which Method you will avoid the Impu- 
*' tation of feizing their Plunder by Violence ; 
'' and every one acknowledging your Intention 
*' to be juft, will readily obey." Cyrus having 
heard the Propofition of Crcsfus with great Sa- 
tisfeiSion, and intirely approving his Counfel; 
commanded the Guards to do as he advis'd ; 
and then turning to him again, faid ; *' Becaufc 
*' both your Words and your Actions are truly 
^' Royal) 1 1 permit you to aflc immediately 
^^ whatever Thing you chiefly defire." " Sir, 
i^id CrafiiSy\ " The moft acceptable Favour you 
^^ cau beftow upon me, is, to let me fend my 

" Fetters 
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wholly mnocent. In this Manner the Kingdom 
of Crafus was conquered, and Ionia the firft Time 
fubdued. 

Many other Donations were confeaated by 
Crafus in Greece^ befides thofe already mentioned; 
For at Tbeies of Bccotia he dedicated a Tripos of 
Gold to Ifmenian -^<?//(? : At Ephefus^ he gave 
the golden Heifers, with the greater Part of the 
Pillars ; and fent a large Shield of Gold to Del- 
phi^ which hangs in the Entrance of the Tem- 
ple. All thefe remain to this Day ; but others 
have been loft. The Offerings he dedicated in 
BranchiSj a City . belonging to the Milefians, 
were, as I am informed, equal in Weight to 
thofe he prefented at Delphi. Thefe laft, toge- 
ther with thofe he fent to Ampbiaraus^ were the 
firft Fruits of his domeftic and patrimonial 
Riches. But the reft arofe out of the Confifca- 
lions of an Enemy \ who endeavouring to put 
the Kingdom of Lydia into the Hands of Pan^ 
takon^ formed a Party againft Crcsfus^ to hinder 
his Acceflion to the Throne. Pantaleon was the 
Son of Alyattes^ and Brother to Crafus^ though 
not born of the fame Mother ; for Alyattes had 
Crafus by a Carian, and Pantaleon by an Ionian 
Woman. But when Crafus obtained the King-^ ^ 
dom, purfuant to the Defignation of his Father, 
he kiird the Confpirator in the Houfe of a Ful- 
ler, and having already vow*d all his Treafure to 
the Gods, he performed his Promife by the Do- 
nations he made to the Places I mentioned be- 
fore. And this I think fufficient to fay touch- 
ing thefe Things. 

The Territories of Lydia have nothing ad-» 
mirable and deferving Mention, like other Counr. 
tries i unlefs fome Particles of Gold brought 

down 
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down froin the Mountaiir Tmolus. But the 
Lydians fhew one Building, which in Great- 
nefs much furpafles all others, except thofe of 
the -Slgyptians and Babylonians : I mean the 
Sepulchre of Alyattes^ Father to Crcsfus ; the 
Bafis of which is composed of Stones of ex- 
traordinary Dimenfions, and all the reft is a Ter- 
rafs. This Fabrick was built by Artificers and 
mercenary Labourers, with the Affiftance of 
young Maids 5 and oh the uppermoft Part of 
the Sepulchre five Monuments are placed for 
Boundaries, with Infcriptions feen to this Day, 
certifying the Meafure of their Labour, and 
fhewing that the Maids did more Work than 
the Men. The Daughters of the Lydians are 
accuftom'd to acquire their Dowries by Pro- 
ftitution •, and are then permitted to marry as 
they pleafe. This Sepulchre is fix Stades and 
two Plethrons in Circumference, and thirteen 
Plethrons in Breadth; ftanding near a fpacious 
Lake, which the Lydians fay is fed by perpe- 
tual Springs, and derives its Name from Gyges. 
The Cuftoms of the Lydians differ little from 
thofe of the Grecians, except only that they 
proftitute their Daughters. They were the firft 
of all the Nations we know, who introduced 
the Art of coining Gold and Silver to facili- 
tate Trade, and firft praftis'd the Way of re- 
tailing Merchandize. They pretend to be the 
Inventors of divers Games, which arc now 
common to them with the Grecians : And, as 
they fay, were found out about the Time they 
fent a Colony to Tyrrhenian on this Occafion. 
During the Reign oi ,Aty5 the Son of Manes 
King of Lydia^ a Scarcity of Provifions fpread 
over the Kingdom, which the People for a Time 

fupport- 
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(upported with Patience and Induftry. But 
When they faw the Evil ftill continuing, they 
kpplied thcmfelves to find out a Remedy ; and 
fome inventing one Game, and others another, 
they gradually introduced Dice, Balls, Tables, 
and all other Plays^ Chefs only excepted, of 
which the Lydians do not challenge the In- 
vention : And to bear this Calamity better, 
they us*d to play one whole Day without In- 
termiflion, that they might not be difquieted 
with the Thoughts of Food ; eating and drink- 
ing on the next Day, without amufing thcm- 
felves with any kind of Game. After they had 
continued . this alternate Manner during eighteen 
Years, and found their Wants rather increafing 
than abating ; the King divided the People into 
two Parts, and ordered them to determine by 
Lot, which Divifion fhould relinquifli the 
Country ; and which fhould remain in PoiTeffi-^ 
on ; he himfelf defigning to reign over thofe 
who fhould have the Fortune to ftay, and ap- 
pointing his Son Tyrrbenus to conunand that 
Part which fhould be obliged to remove. Thofe 
who by Lot were conftrain*d to depart, march'd 
down to Smyrna ; where having built a fufficient 
Number of Ships, and put all Things neceflary 
on Board, they fet Sail in fearch of Food, and 
of a new Habitation ; till having pafs*d by 
many Nations, they arriv*d in Uni?riay and 
built divers Cities, wliich they inhabit to this 
Day. There they changed their ancient Name, 
and were no longer calPd Lydians ; but Tyrrhe- 
nians, from their Leader Tyrrbenus the Son of 
their King. 

Ha VI KG already related in what Manner the 
Lydians were conquered by the Perfians, I ihall 

m 
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in the next Place fhew, who Cyrus was, that 
deftroyM the Kingdom of Crcefus^ and how the 
Perfians became Mailers of AJia. In which 
Narration 1 ihall follow thofe Perfians only^ 
who without heightening the Aftions of Cyrus^ 
have fpoken the Truth with Plainnefs and Sin- 
cerity; tho* I am not ignorant, that there are 
three other Ways of relating this Hiftory. Afta: 
the Aflyrians had pofIefs*d the Empire of up- 
per yifia five hundred and twenty Years, the 
Medes were the firft that revolted from them ; 
and ftrenuoufly contending for Liberty, fliook 
oflF the Yoke of Servitude with fuch Courage, 
that other Nations imitated their . Example. 
They made and enjoy'd their own Laws for 
fome Time all over that Continent : But were 
again reduced under a Tyranny by the Artifice 
of Deioces a Mede, and Son to Phraortes : Who 
being a fubtle Man, and aiming at abfolute 
Power, eflFefted his Defign in this Manner. The 
Medes were at that Time diftributed into feve- 
ral Diftrifts ; and Deioces having liv*d among 
them before in confiderable Efl:eem, and now 
feeing all kind of Licentioufnefs fpread over the 
whole Country, applied himfelf to the Exer- 
cife of Juftice with great Zeal and Diligence; 
tho* he knew how much the Juft were hated 
by Men of Violence. The Medes of the {ame 
Difl:rift obferving the Equity of his ConduiSl, 
chofe him for their Judge-, and he, afpiring, 
to compafs the Sovereign Power, performed 
that Office with all poffible Regard to Jufl:ice. 
By this Means he not only acquired much Ho- 
nour in the Diftrift where he liv'd, but alfo a- 
mong thofe of the other Divifions ; who were 
made to believe, that Deioces was the only im- 
I partial 
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partial Judge in the whole Nation ; and there* 
fore fuch as thought themfelves injured by unjuft 
Sentences, came from all Parts to him, in order 
to obtain Juftice : Till at laft no Man would 
commit the Decifion of a Difference to any 
other Perfon. In the End, the Numbers of 
thofe who applied to him for Redrefs augment- 
ing in Proportion to the great Fame of his £• 
quity, Deioces feeing the whole Care of diftH-* 
buting Juftice devolved upon his Perfon, abfented 
himfelf from the Place where he us'd to fit to 
determine Differences, and declared he would 
pronounce np more Judgments ; becaufe he could 
not find his Account by fpending the Day in 
doing Right to others, whilft his own Afiair^ 
were negleded. Upon this. Rapine and all; 
manner of Injuries growing, far m^. frequent 
in every Part than before, tlfe^^edes call'dva 
general Aflembly, and as they were conful^g 
about the prefcnt State of Things, the Paki- 
zans of Deioces gave, in mf Opinion, a very 
plaufible Turn to their Difcourfe. " If, faid 
they, *' we continne in our prefcnt Ojnditron, 
** we cannot expedl to live long in this Coun- 
*' try. J.et us therefore conftitute a King, that 
•' the Nation may be govern'd by good Laws ; 
•* and that applying our Care to our own Bu- 
*' finefs, we may not be conftrain*d to abandon 
*' our Habitations by the Diforders of Anarchy.'* 
The Medes perfuaded by their Difcourfe, and 
refolving to have a King, began in the next 
Place to confider who fhould be the Perfon ; 
when prefently Deioces was univerfally nam'd, 
and with great Applaufe and general Confent, 
approved. But after his Eledion, he command- 
ed them to build him a Palace fuitable to the 

Dignity 
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Dignity of a Kingj and required Guatds for the 
Security of his rerfon. The Medes obeyed i 
and on the Ground he chofe,. erefted a ftrong 
and (lately Fabrick for his Ufe; permitting 
him at the fame Time to chufe for his Guard 
fuch Perfons as he fhould think fit out bf the 
whole Nation. Being thus poflefs'd of the 
Power; he compelled the Medes to coine un- 
der one Polity ; and relinquiftiing the Care of 
the reft, to build one City furrounded with 
Fortifications. In this alfo he was obeyM j arid 
thofe ftrong and magnificent Walls, which 
now go under the Name of Ecbatana^ were 
then built. They are of a circular Form, one 
within the other, and each gradually raised juft 
fo much dbove the other as . the Battlements 
are high. The Situation of the Ground; rifing 
by ah eafy Afcent, was very favourable to the 
Defign. But the Thing chiefly to be confi- 
der'd, isj that the King's Palace and Treafuty 
are built within the iririermoft Circle of the 
feven, which compofe this City. The firft 
and moft fpacious of thefe Walls is equal in 
Circumference to the City of Athens^ and white 
from the Foot of the Battlements. The fecond 
is black, the third of a purple Colour, the 
fourth blue; and the fifth of a deep Orange. 
All thefe are coloured with different Comix)fi- 
tions ; but of the two innermoft Walls; one 
is painted on the Battlements with a filver Co- 
lour; and the other is gilded with Gold. 
Deioces having thus provided for hi^ Refidence^ 
and the Safety of hi§ Perfon,' commanded the 
reft of the People to fix their Habitations ih 
Places fituate without the Walls of the City j 
Which when they had donej he eftabHfh*d 
F thefe 
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People than the Safpires lying between both.- 
However, the Scythians declining to pais thro* 
their Territories, march'd round by the Way of 
the high Country, having the Mountain Cauca^ 
fus on the right Hand •, and in thofe Parts fought 
and defeated the Army of the Medes, who with 
the Battle loft the Dominion of Afia. The Scy- 
thians having thus poflefs'd themfelves of AJidj 
niarchM diredly againft the Egyptians : But, 
when they were arrived in the Paleftine Syria^ 
Pfammetichus King of y^gypt came thither to 
meet them, and by Prayers and Prefents prevailed 
with them to advance no farther. In their Re- 
turn they pafs*d by Afcalon a City of Syria^ and 
moft Part of the Army march'd thro* the Place 
without doing any Injury. But fome few, who 
were left behind, pillaged the Temple of the 
celeftial Venus •, which as I am informed, is the 
moft ancient of all thofe that are dedicated to 
this Goddefs. For her Temple in Cyprus was 
built after that of Afcalon^ as the Cyprians them- 
felves confefs ; and that of Cythera was ereftcd 
by Phoenicians who came from the fame Part of 
Syj'ia. However, the Goddefs to avenge this 
Attempt, inflided on thofe that robb'd her Tem- 
ple, and all their Pofterity, a Diftemper, in 
other Places only common to Women \ and di- 
vers of thefe Patients are feen by thofe who tra- 
vel into Scythia^ where they are call'd by the 
Name of impious Perfons. 

After the Scythians had been twenty eight 
Years in Pofleffion of Afia^ and by their Info- 
lence and Negligence brought all to Confufion^ 
laying heavy Impofitions on the Publickj and in- 
vading the Properties of private Men, Cyaxares 
and the Medes invited the greateft Part to a Feaft, 

and 
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and kiUM them when they were drunk : In Con* 
(equence of which Adion, the Medes recovered 
their former Power, and all they had poflefs*d 
before ; took the City of Ninus^ as I (hall re- 
kte in another Place, and fubdued the Aflyri- 
ans, Babylon and the adjoining Country only ex- 
cepted. Having accomplifh*d thefe Things, Cy- 
axares died •, after he had reign'd forty Ycars^ 
comprehending the Time of the Scythian Pomi- 
nion. 

ASTTAGES the Son of Cyaxares^ fucceed- 
ing him in the Kingdom, had a Daughter nam'd 
Mundane ; and havmg dreamt ftie made fo great 
a Quantity of Water, as not only fillM his Ca- 
pital City, but overflowed all Afia^ he confulted 
the Interpreters of Dreams among the Mages; 
and by their Explanation was caft into fuch a 
Dread of the Event, that feeing his Daughter of 
fufficient Age, he refolv*d not to marry her to a 
Mede, worthy of her Bed ; but chofe a Perfian 
for her Hufl^and, nam'd Cambyfes^ defcended of 
a good Family, of a peaceful Difpofition, and 
one he thought inferior to a Mede even of mo- 
derate Condition. Within the Space of a Year 
after he hzd rmnied Mandane to CambyfeSy he 
had another Dream ; in which he feem'd to fee 
a Vine fhooting from the Bowefs of his Daughter, 
and e^ctending its Branches over all AJia, This 
he alfo communicated to the Interpreters, and 
having heard their Anfwer, fent to Perjia for his 
Daughter, who was then big with Child ; and 
lapon her Arrival put her under a Guard, refol- 
ving to deftroy whatever fhould be born of her. 
For tat Mages confidering his Dream, had in- 
form*d him that the Ifliie of his Daughter fhould 
peiga in his Place. And therefore as toon as Cyrus 
> F ^ Yf^ 
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was bom, AJlyages mindflil of the Prediftion, 
fent for Harpagus^ who was his Favourite, and 
of all the Medes moft entrufted with his Affairs,, 
and faid to him, *' Harpagus^ Fail not to per- 
♦' form the Thing I now command. Deceive 
*' me not \ and by chufing others to do this 
*V Office, draw Ruin upon thy own Head, 
'' Take Mandane^s Son; carry him to thy 
*' Houfe -, kill him, and bury him as thou 
" fhalt think fit." Harpagus anfwer'd, '' O 
♦' King, As you have never obferv'd me unwil- 
*' ling to obey your Commands, in any Thing \ 
^' fo I fhall ever take care to preferve myfelf 
** free from the Crimes of Difobcdience. If 
** therefore this Thing be agreeable to your In-r 
** tention, my Part is to perform it with Di- 
^' ligence.'* Having made this Anfwer, he re- 
ceived the Infant richly drefs*d, with Orders 
to put the cruel Sentence in Execution. Hq 
"Wept as he carried him to his own Houfe, and 
arriving there, acquainted his Wife with all 
that had pafs'd between AJlyages and himfelf. 
" What then, faid fhe, are you refolv'd to do?** 
*' Not to obey AJiyages^ replied Harpagus ^ in the 
" Manner he has comm^ded, tho* he fhould 
" be yet more outrageous and mad tjian he is: 
*' Neither will I myfelf commit this. Murder 
^' for many Reafons ; but principally becaufe 
" the Child is related to me. in Blood, and A/ty-' 
" ages is old, ahd has no Son to fuccecd luiq. 
" So that after his Death, if tfee Kmgdom 
*' fhould devolve into the Hands of his Daugh? 
*' ter, what Punifhment may I not expe^ for 
*' the Murder of her Son? *Tis indeed neceflaiy 
'^ for my Prefervation that the Infant fliould die, 
^^ but as nete|fery that fQxne Ferfon Wion^ng to^ 
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** Aftyages ftiould be the Executioner, and not 
*' any Perfon of my Family.** In this Refoluj 
.tion he immediately fent for one of the King's 
Herdfmen, who he knew kept his Cattle at the 
Foot of certain Hills, abounding with wildBeafts, 
and on that account very commodious for his 
Defign. Mitradates was the Name of the Herdf- 
man, and he had married a Wife who was ' 
his Fellow-Servant. Her Name in the Lan- 
guage of Greece was Cyno^ and in that of the 
Medes Spaco^ which fignifies a Bitch. The Man 
kept his Cattle in Paftures that lie under the 
Hills on the North ^of Ecbatana^ towards the 
Euxin Sea. For this Part of Media^ which bor- ^ 
ders upon the Safpires, is very mountainouSj and 
covert with Woods ; whereas all the reft is plaiii 
and level. When the Hferdfmaft had receiv-d 
the Meffage, he went with great Diligence to 
Harpagus^ who fppke to him in thefe Terms; 
•' Aftyages has commanded thee to take this In- 
*' fant, and to fey hinl down in the moft aban- 
'' don'd Defert of the Mountains, that he may 
*' prefently perifli ;• and has charged me to add, 
'' that if thou fhduldA venture to difobey him, 
^' and by any means fave the Child, thou ftialt 
*' dye in the vouc^ exquifite Tortures that cm 
" be invented y aAd I am af>pointed to fee his 
*' Orcfer put in Execution.** Mitradates havmg 
h^rd th^it Words, took l^e Infahf, and re- 
turned by the kxm Way to hfe Cottage ; where 
he found his Wife, li^ho had been all the Pay 
in hard Labour, pft)Vident;ally brought to Bed, 
whilft he was abfettt in the City. Puring this 
Time, they had been both- in greiat Trouble ; the 
Hufband much* cortcemy for the Condition' of 
his Wife, and the Woman no lefe difturb'd about 
F 4 ^^ 
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her Hufband, becaufe Harpagus had never fcnt 
for him before. So that he no fooner came 
within the Door, than the Woman in a Sur- 
prize afk-d him. Why Harpagus had fent for 
Jiim in fuch Hafte ? " Wife, faid he^ I have 
f* been in the City, where I have feen and 
5' heard fuch Things, as I wifh had never been 
** feen by me, n(5r ever happened to our Maf- 
ff ters. The whole Houfe of Harpagus was 
*' fiird with Lamentations : And as I went in, 
f ftruck with Horror, I faw an Infant drefs'd 
** in Gold and the richeft Colours panting and 
*' crying on the Floor. • Harpagus feeing me, 
** ordered me to carry awfiy the Child with al] 
f * Speed, and to leave him in that Part of the 
*' Mountains which is nioft frequented by wild 
** Beafts •, telling me at the fame Time,, that this 
** was the Command of AJtyages^ and threaten- 
*' ing the feyereft Punifliment if I fhould fail. 
*^ I took the Infant, which I fuppos'd to be- 
V long to fome Perfon of the Family •, having 
'' then no Sufpicion of his high Birth, though 
*' I was aftonifli'd to fee the Gold and Magni- 
'' ficence of the Apparel, and to have heard 
" fuch loud Lamentation in the Houfe of Har- 
" pagus. But being upon the Way, I under- 
*' flood all from the Servant that accompanied 
*' me out of the City -, who delivering the 
*' Boy into my Hands, afliir'd me he was bom 
" of Mandane our King's Daughter, and of 
*' Cambyfes the Son of Cyrus^^ and that y^a- 
*' ges had commanded him to be kill*d/? As 
he finifh'd thefe Words, he fliew'd th^ Infant 
uncovered to his Wife ; who feeing him beau- 
tiful and well proportioned, embraced the Knees 
of her Hufband, and with Tears befought him 
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not ta execute the Orders he had received. He 
told her he was under an abfolute Neceflity of 
obeying ; becaufe the Spies of Harpagus would 
certdnly come to fee the Thing done, and be- 
caufe he himfelf had been threatned with the 
moft cruel Death, if he fhould fail. The Wo- 
man finding ftie could not prevail this Way, had 
Recourfe to another. *' Since then, faid fhe, I 
'' cannot perfuade you not to expofe the In- 
^' fant, do this at leaft, if the Spies of Harpa- 
f^ gus muft fee his Orders obeyed : Take my 
*' Child, which was born dead ; leave him a- 
*^ mong the Hills inftead of the other, and let 
'^ us bring up the Son of Mandane as our own. 
" For by that Means we fhall fufficiently confult 
^' our own Safety, without doing any Injury to 
" our Lords : The Child that is dead fhall have 
*' a Royal Sepulchre, and the furviving Infant 
ff fhall be prefer v'd from an untimely Death.** 
The Herdfman judging this Expedient very pro- 
per in the prefent State of Things ; and refolving 
to do as his Wife advisM, delivered the Infant 
lie was about to deftroy into her Hands ; and 
having wrapped his own dead Child in all the 
rich Apparel, he put it into the fame Baflcet 
in which he had brought the other, and car- 
ried it to the moft defolate Part of all the Moun- 
tains. On the third Day after this was done, 
leaving one of the Herdfmen in his Place, he 
went to the Houfe of Harpagus in the Qty, 
and told him he was ready to fhew the Carcafs 
of the Infant. 'Upon which Harpagus difpatch*d 
fome of his Guards, whom he moft trufted, to 
fee what was done; and at their Return took 
Care to interr the Herdfman's Child. The^other, 
^ho aftetnivards had the Name of CyruSy was 

educate^ 
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educated by the Wife of the Herdfman, and 
went under the Name fhe gave him. But 
when he attained to the Age of ten Years^ he 
was difcover*d by this Aftion. Being one Day 
playing in thefe Paftures with Boys of a like 
Age, whilft he pafs'd for the Son or the Herdf- 
inan, he was chofen King by his Con^Danions \ 
and in Virtue of that Power, diftinguifti'd them 
into feveral Orders and Offices, appointing (bmc 
to be Builders, and others to wait on him as 
Guards ; one to be his Chief Minifter, who is 
calPd the Eye of the King, and another to have 
the Care of bringing Mcflages to him. The 
Son of Artemhares^ a Man of eminent Dignity 
among the Medes, being one of his Compani- 
ons in this Play, and refufing to obey his Or- 
ders, Cyrus commanded him to be immediately 
ieiz'd and punifh'd with many Stripes, which 
was done accordingly. But, as foon as the Boy 
was difmifs'd, he haften'd to the City, full of 
Grief and Indignation on account of this Dif* 
grace, which he thought infupportable, and 
with Tears told his Father what he had fuffer^d 
from Cyrus^ calling him the Son of the King^a 
Herdfman ; for at that Time he had not the 
l^ame of Cyrus. Artembares in a Tranfport of 
Anger, went prefently to AftyageSy accompanied 
by his Son ; and ftiewing the Boy*s Shoulders 
to the King, " Are we then, faid he, to be. 
^ treated in this fhameful Manner by a Slave, the 
^* Son of thy Herdfman?** A/iyages heard and 
law what was done ; and refolving for the Ho- . 
pour of Artembares to avenge the Indignity of- 
fered to the Youth, commanded the Herdfman 
and his Son to be brought before him. When 
ibey caoie ijito his JPrefence, (he King looking^ 

wpoa 
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upon Cyrus^ afk'd him, how he, who was the 
Son of fo mean a Man, had darM in fo infolent 
a Manner to abufe the Son of one of the princi-^ 
pal Perfons in his Kingdom ? " Si r, fdd Cyrus ^ 
^' I have done no more than I had a Right to 
" do. For he with other Boys of our Neighs 
" bourhood, in our Recreations made mc their 
*' King, becaufe they thought me moft capable 
" of that Dignity. All the reft obey'd me, 
** and performed what I commanded ; but he 
*' alone refufing to obey, and flighting my Or- 
** ders, has fufrcr'd the Puniftiment he deierv*d: 
'* And if this be a Crime, I am in your Power." 
As the Boy was fpeaking, Afiyages began to 
think he knew him : The Air of his Face ap- 
peared to him like his own ; his Anfwer Libe- 
ral and Noble; and reflefting on the Time 
when his Grandfon was expos'd, he found it a- 
greeing with his Age. Aftonifli'd at thefe 
Things, he was long filent ; ^nd at laft hardly re- 
covering himfelf, he difmifsM Artemhares with 
Aflurance, that he would take care his Son 
ftiould have no Qiufe of Complaint; which 
he did in order to examine the Herdfman pri- 
vately. When Artemhares was gone out, the 
King commanded his Attendants to conduft 
Cyrus into the Palace ; andr-detaining the Herdf- 
man alone, aflc'd him where he had the Boy, 
and from whofe Hands? Mitradates afErm'd 
he was his own Son, and that the Mother of 
the Boy was ffiH living. Aftyages told him, he 
;as little confulted his own Safety, as if he pur- 
pofely defign'd to bring himfelf into the greateft 
Extremities 5 and at the fame Time commanded 
his Guards to feize him. The Man feeing him- 
felf redui^d to this N^c^ffity, <^cover^ the 

whol© 
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whole Matter without Referve ; and implor'd 
the King's Mercy ; who having found out the 
Truth, feem'd not much concerned about the 
Herdfman. Being highly incens'd againft Har- 
faguSy he fent his Guards with Orders to bring 
him to the Palace j where when he was come, 
Ajijages afk'd him, in what Manner he had killed 
the Son of his Daughter Mandane ? Harpagus 
feeing the Herdfman prefent, refolv'd to con- 
ceal nothing by a Falfhood, left he fhould be 
(qpnvidled by his Teftimony, and therefore (aid ; 
« O King, after I had received the Infant, I 
" carefully cpnfideHd hpw your Command 
•* might be obey^, ^nd I, who had not offencjr 
^* ed you, might not be guilty of fo great a 
•* Grime againft you and your Daughter. To 
•' that End I fent for this Man, and gave him 
•' the Child ; which I faid you had conmianded 
** him to deftroy; and I told him the Truth, 
** for fuch indeed were your Orders. . In this 
*' Manner I put the Infant into his Hands ; 
« charging him in the next Place to lay him 
*' down in fome Defert of the Mountains, and 
•* to ftay till he fhould fee him perifh, threat- 
^* ning the fevereft Punifhment if he fhould dare 
•^ to fail. When he had executed thefe Qr- 
** ders, and the Child was dead, I fent fome of 
f* the moft trufty among my Eunuchs to in-r 
ff fpeft the Matter J and after they had given 
^f me a fatisfaftory Account, I buried him. 
•* This is the whole Truth, O King, and fuch 
•' was the Fate of the Infant." Thus Harpa^ 
gus fpoke with Plainnefs -, and Aftyages difTem- 
bling his Refentment, repeated to him the 
whole Confeflion of the Herdfman ; adding, 
that the Boy was livitig, <and that he himfelf.was 

glad 
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glad of the Event. " For, faid he, I was in 
*' great Pain on Account of this Thing, and 
** could not eafily bear the Reproaches of my 
" Daughter : Therefore fince Fortune has been 
" more propitious than we expefted, fend your 
*' Son to accompany the Boy I have recovered, 
" and come yourfelf to my Supper ; for I re- 
" folve to facrifice to thofe Gods, who have 
" a Right to my Acknowledgment on this Oc- 
" cafion." As foon as Harpagus heard thefe 
Words, he ador'd the King, and went home 
exceedingly pleas'd, that his Fault had tum'd to 
fo good Account, and that he was invited to 
the Feaft of Joy. At his Return he fent his 
only Son, of about thirty Years of Age, to 
AJlyages^ with Order to do as he fhould com- 
mand ; and acquainted his Wife with what had 
pafs'd, in Expreflions of the higheft Satisfaftion, 
But the Youth going into the Palace, was kill'd 
and cut in Pieces by Aftyages ; who, after he 
had roafted fome Parts of his Flefh, and boil'd 
others, kept them in a Readinefs to be ferv'd. 
At the appointed Hour, when Harpagus and all 
the Company was come, the Tables where the 
King fat, and the reft of thofe he had invited, 
were ferv'd with Mutton ; but before Harpagus 
all the Body of his Son was plac*d, except the 
Head, the Hands and Feet, which were laid 
together in a Baflcet, and cover'd. When he 
feem'd to have eaten fufficiently, Aftyages afk'd 
him, if he lik'd the Meat ; and Harpagus an- 
fwer*d. That he had never tafted any Thing 
more delicious, the Officers appointed to that 
End, brought the Head, Hands, and Feet of 
the Youth ; defiring him to uncover the Baflcet^ 
ftnd take what pleas'd him beft. He did as they 
3 defir'd. 
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defir^d, and fkw the Remains of his Son's Bodf^ 
without being aftonifli'd at the Sight, or ikewing 
any Sign of Difcontent: And when J^yages 
aflc'd him. If he knew what kind of VenUbn he 
had eaten ; he iaid, he knew very well^ and was 
always pleas'd with whatever the Kiiig did.' 
After which Anfwer, he colleded the mangled 
PartSi and went Home^ as I conjedure, to bury 
them together. 

ASTTAGES after he had thus punifh^d' 
HarpaguSi beginning to cohfider what he fhould 
do with Cyrus J feiit again for the Mages, whch 
had formerly interpreted his Dream *, and when' 
they came into his Prefence, afk'd them what 
jfudgment they had made of it. T^hey gave 
the fame Anfwer as before j and feid. That if 
the Boy fhould continue to live^ he muft of 
Neceflity be a ICing. *' He is living and iafe^ 
** anfwer'd Aftyages ; and having been chofen 
** King by the Boys of that Diftrift where he 
** liv'dj he has already performed all the Offi^i 
*' ces which belong to a real King. For he. 
** exercised that Power in appointing Guards^. 
** Doorkeepers, Meffeftgers, and all other Things 
** requifitei And now I defire to know wlmt. 
*' you think of thefe Aftions?'* If the Boy be 
** living, faid the Mages ^ and has already been a 
** King by fuch an Accident, and not by Con- 
*' trivance, you may reft fatisfied in full Aflii- 
** ranee that he (hall not reign a fecond Tipie. 
** For our Predidlions often terminate in Things 
*' of little Importance, and Dreams efpecially 
*' are fulfilled by flight Events." " Lam fully 
** perfuaded, replied Aftyages^ that my .Dream is 
*' accomplifh*d, and that I have nothing more 
•* to fear, fince the. Title gf Kipg; has beeiid 
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** given to the Boy; yet confider well, and 
** with all poflible Circumfpedtion advife what 
*' may be moft conducing to the Safety of my 
** Family and to yourfelves. Our great Inte- 
*« reft, anfwer^d the Mages^ is. That your King- 
" dom fhould be firmly eftablifh'd ; becaufe if 
** the Sovereignty be alienated and transferred to 
*' this Perfian, we, who are Medes, ftiall be- 
•* come Servants of the Perfians, and bo treated 
" as Foreigners, with the utmoft Contempt $ 
** whereas now, living under a King of our 
" own Country, we have a Part in the Go- 
*' vernment, and enjoy the greateft Honours. 
" So that (landing oblig'd by Intereft to be 
" careful and vigilant to preferve your Perfon 
*' and Kingdom, we would not conceal any 
" Thing from you which might be dangerous 
** to either. And therefore, fince the Dreanf is 
" accomplilh'd by a frivolous Event, we exhort 
*^ you, to lay afide your Fears, as we have al- 
" read/ done, and to fend away the Boy to his 
" Parents in Per/ta^^ Myages heard this Dif- 
courfe with Joy, and calling for Cyrus^ faid to- 
him •, " Child, I have been unjuft to thee, by 
" reafon of an infignificant Dream; but thou 
'* haft furviv'd thy own Deftiny. Prepare now 
" to go cheerfiilly to Perjia with thofe I fhall 
" appoint to attend thee; where thou fhalt 
*' find thy Father and Mother, very different 
" in Condition from the Herdfman MUtradaUs 
*' and his Wife.** After thefe Words, Cyrus 
was difmifs*d by Aftyages ; and upon his Arrival 
at the Houfe of Cambyfes^ his Parents received 
and embraced him lyith the greateft Tendernefs, 
as a Child they had long given over for dead ; 
and aik*d him, by what Means hisf Life had 
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'Been prefeiVd. He faid, he had Kv'd in the 
deepeii Ignorance of his Q)ndidon, and knew 
jpiothing of his own Misfortunes, but biefiev'd 
he was the Son of the King's Herdfinan ; till 
thofe, who accompany'd him in this Joumefj 
inform'd him of all that had paSh^d. He related 
the Manner of his Education under the Care of 
the Herdfman*s Wife, and frequently repeating 
the Name of Cynoj cpmmended her on every 
Occafion. This Name his Parents ihade ufe of 
to perfuade the Perfians that the Prefervation of 
Cyrus was particularly owing to a divine Power; 
affirming that, a Bitch had nourifh'd him, when 
he was exposed in the Defert : And hence the 
Original of that Fable is deriv'd. 

When Cyrus had attained to the Age bf ^ 
Man, and was become the mod belov'd and 
moft brave of all his Equals in Years, Harpagus 
vehemently defiring to be reveng*d upon -/^- 
ages^ and defpairing to accomplim his Ends by 
his own Powers becaufe he was but a private 
Man, courted him with PrefentS ; and judging 
the Injuries they had fufFer'd to be of like Na- 
ture, made a Friendfliip with him. He did yet 
more to bring about his Purpofe.. For feeing the 
Medes opprefs'd by the Cruelty of Afiyages^ 
he applied himfelf to the principal Perfons of 
the Nation, one after another, and perfuaded 
them that they ought to depofe him, and ad- 
vance Cyrus to the Throne in his Place. When 
he had done this, and prepared the Medes to fe-^ 
cond his Defign, he refolv'd to difcover his 
Intentions to Cyrus \ and having no other Way 
left, becaufe Guards were plac'd on all the 
Roads that lead to Perfta^ he contrived thefol-f 
lowing Artifice* He opened the Belly of ai 
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Hare, and without tearing any Part, put a Let- 
ter, containing what he thought neceflary to 
write, into the Body ; and having few'd it up 
fo artfully that the Indfioii was not vifible, he 
delivered the Hare with a Net to the tnoft 
iTufty of his Domeftick Officers, ctoathM in 
the Habit of a Hunter % commanding him to go 
to Perfia^ and upon the Delivery of the Hare, 
to defire Gyrus not to open it in the Prefehce 
of any other Perfon. The Meflenger executed 
his Orders, and Cyrus opening the Hare with 
his own Hands, found a Letter in which he read 
thefe Words, " Son of Cambyfes^ the peculiar 
'' Care of the Gods, as thy Prefervation evi- 
'' dently demonftrates! Refolve now to punifh 
" thy Murderer jiftyages \ for he did all he 
" could to compafs thy 'Death; but Heaven 
*' and my Care have preferv'd thee. I need 
" not repeat what he has done againft thee, 
'' nor what I have fufFer'd from him for deli- 
'' vering thee to the Herdfman, inftead of exe- 
** curing his bloody Orders, becaufe I fuppofe 
** thou haft been long informed of thefe Things. 
'' At prefent, if thou wilt follow my Counfel, 
*' all the Dominions which AJiyages poflefles 
" ftiall be thine. Perfuade the Perfians to re* 
•* volt, and at the Head of their Forces invade 
*' Media. The Succefs is certain, whether 
*' Aliyages appoint me or any other illuftrious 
" Mede to command his Army. For all the 
'' principal Perfons among the Medes will de- 
'' fert him ; and joining with thee, will en- 
*' deavour to dethrone him. Defer not the 
** Execution of this Ehterprize \ becaufe all 
'* Things are ready on oiir Part." Cyrus having 
read thefe Words, began to confider what Mea- 
G fures 
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fures he (hould take to perfuadc the Perfians to 
revolt V and after various Thoughts, fix*d upon 
this Method as the moft proper. He fram'd a 
Letter in fuch Terms as he thought fity and 
call'd an Aflcmbly of Perfians j in which, when 
he had open'd and read the Letter, he declared, 
that Afiyages had conftituted him Captain Ge- 
neral of Perfta : " And now, faid he, I com- 
*' mand you to attend me, every Man with his 
*' Hatchet." The Perfians are divided into ma- 
ny Tribes, of which thofe that Cyrus fummon'd 
and perfuaded to revolt are the principal, and 
influence all the reft. They are the Arteates, 
the Perfians, the Pefargades, the Meraphians, 
and the Mafians. But of all thefe, the Pefar- 
gades are efteem'd the moft brave, and com- 
prehend the Achaemenian Family, of which the 
Kings of Perfta are defcended. The reft are, 
the Panthelians, the Derufians, and the Germa- 
nians, who are all Huft)andmen ; but the Dai- 
ans, the Mardians, the Dropicians, and the Sa- 
gartians are Keepers of Cattle. When they 
came to Cyrus with their Hatchets, he order'd 
them to clear in one Day a Piece of Land, con- 
taining eighteen or twenty Stades overgrown 
with Briars -, and after they had done that Work, 
he bid them go Home and wafti, and attend 
him again the next Day. In the mean Time 
he ordered all his Father's Flocks and Herds to 
be kilPd and drefs'd ; providing Wine, and 
the beft of Things in Abundance, to treat the 
whole military Power of Perfta. The next Day' 
when they were all aifembled, and feated on the 
Green Turf, he feafted them plentifully ; and 
after they had din'd, afk'd, whether they would 
chufe to live always in that Manner, or as they 

had 



CLIO. 83 

had done the t)ay before. They anfwer'd, the 
DifFerence was great; for they had pafs*d the 
preceding Day in Toil and Labour, and this in 
Mirth and Pleafure. Cyrus perceiving the Ten- 
dency of thefe Words, difcover'd his Inten- 
tions, and faid •, "Men of P^^^, If you will 
** hearken to my Counfel, you fhall enjoy thefe, 
*' and infinite other Advantages, without any 
*' Kind of fervile Labour; but if you refufe, 
*' innumerable Hardfhips like thofe of Yefterday 
*' are prepared for you. Believe me therefore, 
'* and be a free People. For I am perfuaded 
*' fome Divine Power brought me into the 
*' World, to be the Author of your Happinefs : 
*' Neither can I tliink you any Way inferior 
** to the Medes; efpecially in Military Af- 
^' fairs : And, if thefe Things are fo, deliver 
** yourfelves without Delay from the Tyranny 
*' of AjiyagesJ^ The Perfians, who during 
many Years had liv'd in Reluiftancy imder the 
Obedience of the Medes, accepted him for 
their Leader, and readily re-affum'd their Li- 
berty. 

ASi:rAGES being informed of thefe Tranf-^ 
aftions, fent a Meflenger fof Cyrus ; who by the 
fame Perfoii returned this Anfwer : " That he 
*' would come fooner than-^^^^^j defir^d." Which 
when the King heard, he arm*d all the Medes ; 
and, as if the Gods had deprived him of Under- 
ftanding, made Harpagus General of his Army^ 
utterly fotgetting the Outrage he had done 
him. So that when the two Nations came to 
a Battle, tho' fome of the Medesy who knew 
nothing of the Coiifpiracy, behav'd themfelves 
with Courage; yet great Numbers revolted to 
the Perfians; and the far greater Part, willingly 
G 7, lofihg 
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lofing the Day, fled out of the Field. The Ar- 
my of the Medes being thus fhamefuUy diffi- 
pated, and the News brought to Aftyages^ he 
broke into a great Rage, and threatn'd Cyrus 
that he ihould not long enjoy the Pleafurc of his 
Vidory. After which, having firft command- 
ed the Mages who had interpreted his Dream, 
to be impaPd, for advifing him to fend Cyrus to 
Perjia^ he arm'd all the Medes he found in the 
City, both old and young ; and marching out 
with thefe Forces, engaged the Enemy : In 
which Aftion he loft the Day, with his whole 
Army, and was himfelf made Prifoner by the 
Perfians. Harpagus (landing by Aftyages after he 
was taken, reproached and infulted him openly ; 
and among other Difcourfe tending to imbitter 
his Calamity, aflc'd. What he thought of his 
Feaft, when he compelled him to eat the Flefh 
of his own Son ; by which he had now ex- 
changed a Kingdom for a Prifon. AJiyages look- 
ing ftedfaftly on Harpagus^ demanded. Whether 
he thought himfelf tfie Author of the late Suc- 
cefs obtained by Cyrus? He anfwer'd. Yes ; bc- 
caufe by his Letter he had animated Cyrus to 
this War ; and therefore might juftly lay claim 
to the Enterprize. Afiyages faid, he was then 
the weakeft and moft unjuft of all Men : The 
weakeft^ in giving the Kingdom to another, 
which he might have aflum'd to himfelf, if in- 
deed he had effeded this Change \ and the moft 
unjuft, in enilaving the Medes on Account of the 
Supper. For, if he was neceflitated to confer 
the Kingdom on another Perfon, and not to take 
the Power to himfelf, he might with more Ju- 
ftice have advanced a Mede to that Dignity than 
a Perfmn : Whereas now the Medes, who before 
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were Mafters of Perjia^ and had no Part in the 
Fault, were by his Means reduc'd to the Con- 
dition of Servants ; and the Perfians, who had 
been Servants to the Medes, were become their 
Lords. In this Manner Aftyages was deprived of 
the Kingdom, after he had reigned Thirty five 
Years; and by his Cruelty the Medes became 
fubjed to the Perfians, after they had com- 
manded in all thofe Parts of AJia that lie be- 
yond the River Halys^ for the Space of One 
hundred and twenty eight Years, the Time of 
the Scythian Dominion only excepted. Yet af- 
terwards repenting of what they had done, they 
revolted againfl: Darius 5 but were again defeat- 
ed in a Battle; and the Perfians, who under 
the Conduft of Cyrus had taken Arms againfl: 
Afiyages and the Medes, have from that Time 
been Mafl:ers of Afia. As for Aftyages^ Cyrus 
kept him in his Palace till he died, without ex- 
ercifing any farther Severity againfk him. And 
this is the Account of the Birth, Educatiosi, and 
Advancement of Cyrus to the Dignity of a King, 
How he afterwards conquered Crcsfus^ who inva-. 
ded his Territories without Caufe, I have related 
before. 

Th e Cuflioms which I have obferv'd among 
the Perfians are thefe. They make no Images, 
nor build either Altars or Temples ; charging 
thofe with Folly who do fuch Things ; becaufe, 
as I conjedShire, they hold the God$ to be alto- 
gether different in Nature from Men, contrary 
to the Opinion of the Grecians. When they go 
to offer a Sacrifice to Jupiter^ they afcend the 
highefl: Parts of the Mountains ; and call the 
whole Circle of the Heavens by the Name of 
Jupiter. They (acrifice to the Sun and Moon, 
G 3 to 
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to the Earth, the Fire, the Water, and the 
Winds. Thefe are their Original Gods ; but 
they have fince learnt from the Arabians and Af- 
fyrians to facrifice to Venus Urania^ who by the 
Arabians is call'd AUtta^ by the Aflyrians My- 
litta^ and by the Perfians Mitra, When a 
Perfian refolves to facrifice, he builds no Altar, 
kindles no Fire, makes no Libation, nor ufes 
either Flutes, Fillets, or confecrated Flower; 
but wearing a Tiara garnifh'd chiefly with Myr- 
tle on his Head, leads the Viftim to a clean 
Piece of Ground, and invokes the God. He 
that ofFers is not permitted to pray for himfelf 
alone ; but as he is a Member of the Nation, is 
oblig'd to pray for the Profperity of all the Per- 
fians, and in particular for the King. When 
he has cut the Viftim into fmall Pieces, and 
boiPd the Flelh, he lays it on a Bed of tender 
Grafs, efpecially Trefoil ; and after all Things 
are thus difpos'd, one of the Mages (landing up 
lings an Ode concerning the Original of the 
Gods, which, they fay, has the Force of a 
Charm ; and without one of thefe they are not 
permitted to facrifice. After this, he that of- 
fered having continued a fhort Time in the Place, 
carries away and difpofes of the Flelh as he 
thinks fit. They are perfuaded, that every Man 
ought to celebrate his Birthday above all other 
Days, and fumifh his Table in a more plentiful 
Manner than at other Times. Beeves, Camels, 
Horfes, and Afles, roafted intire, are feen in the 
Houfes of the Rich on that Day ; and fmaller 
Cattle in thofe of the meaner Sort. They are 
moderate in the Ufe of common Food ; but 
eat plentifully of the Defert, which yet is not 
very deliciousj^ thp*' they thence take Occafion 



CLIO. 87 

to fay, that the Grecians rife hungry from Ta- 
ble ; and that if they had any Thing good fet 
before them after their Repaft, they would not 
leave off Elating fo foon. The Perfians drink 
Wine in abundance ; but may not vomit or 
make Water before any Man. Thefe Cuftoms 
are obferv'd to this Day. They debate the 
moft important Afikirs in the midft of their 
Cups: But the Mafter of the Houfe where 
they meet to confult, propofes the fame Things 
the next Day to the Company ; and if when 
they have not drunk at all, their preceding Re- 
folutions are approved, they ftand, and, if not, 
are rejected. In like Manner, when they drink 
they refume the Confideration of whatever they 
debate before their Wine. When they meet 
one another in the Way, Men may eafily know 
their Condition and Quality. For if they are 
Equals, they falute with a Kifs on the Mouth : 
If one be a little inferior to the other, they kifs 
on the Cheek ; but if he be of a much lower 
Rank, he proftrates himfelf before the other. 
They give the greateft Honour to their neareft 
Neighbours, lefs to fuch as are more remote, 
and lead of all to thofe who live at the great- 
eft Diftance ; efteeming themfelves much more 
worthy in every Thing than the reft of Men, 
and others to participate of Virtue only in 
Proportion to the Nearnefs of their Situation ^ 
always accounting thofe the worft and moft 
bafe, who inhabit fertheft from them. During 
the Empire of the Medes, each Nation had a 
gradual Superiority : For tho' the Medes had the 
fupreme Power, yet they exercised a more par- 
ticular Authority over thofe that were neareft to 
them y th?fe again, over fuch as Uv'd next be- 
G 4 youd 
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yond their Borders -, and the laft in like Manner 
over their Neighbours of the adjoining Country : 
Which Example the Perfians imitated, when 
increafing in Power, they obtained the Domi- 
nion, with the Government of Provinces. No 
Nation has ever been more ready to admit fo- 
reign Cuftoms. They wear the Habit of the 
Medes ; which they think more becoming than 
their own -, and in War they ufe the -Egyptian 
Cuirafs. They are defirous to enjoy all Kinds 
of Pleafure they here mentioned, and have learnt 
from the Grecians to make love to Boys. The 
Virgins they take for their Wives are many; 
but their Concubines are far more numerous. 
To be a Father of many Children is accounted 
a Part of Manhood little inferior to Military 
Courage j and fuch Perfons as can fliew a nu- 
merous Offspring, receive yearly Prefents from 
the King, becaufe they think their Strength 
cojififts in their Numbers. From the Age of 
five Years to that of twenty, the Perfians in- 
ftru(3: their Sons in three Things only -, to ma- 
nage a Horfe, to (hoot dextroufly with a Bow,, 
and to fpeak Truth. A Son is not admitted to 
the Prefence of his Fathef, but is brought up 
by Women, till he attain the Age of five Years; 
left if he ftiould die before that Time, his Fa- 
ther might be afilifted by the Lofs. Thcfe 
Cuftoms relating to Education I much approve ; 
and likewife that, by which even the King is 
reftrain'd from killing any Man for a fingle 
Crime -, and ^very private Perfian from exer- 
cifing the utmoft Severity againft thofe of his 
Family for one Fault. He is firft to confider 
the Adions of the Delinquent ; and if his Faults 
a,re found to qyer-balajnce his former. Services, 

he 



CLIO. 89 

he may punifti him at Pleafure. They fay, ^o 
one has ever kill'd his Father or Mother; 
and that if at any Time fuch a Crime comes 
into Queftion, the Perfon accused fhall certainly 
upon due Information be found to have been 
fuppofititious, or begotten in Adultery ; for 
they hold it utterly improbable that a true Far- 
ther fhould be murder'd by his own Son. They 
are not allowed even to mention the Things 
they may not do. To affirm a Falftiood, is a- 
mong them the utmoft Infamy ; and to be in 
Debt is for many Reafons accounted the next 
Degree of Difgrace ; but efpecially becaufe they 
think fuch a Man always exposed to the Ne- 
ceflity of Lying. If any of the Citizens have a 
Leprofy^ or fcrophulous Difeafe, he is not per- 
mitted to ftay within the City, nor to con- 
verfe with other Perfians ; having, as they be-^ 
lieve, drawn this Puniftiment upon himfelf, by 
committing fome OjfFence againft the Sun. But 
if Strangers are infefted with thofe Diftem- 
pers, they are prefently expell'd the Country: 
And white Pigeons are not fuffer*d to be kept, 
from Motives of the fame Kind. They never 
fpit, nor wafli their Hands, in a River; nor 
defile the Stream with Urine or any other 
Thing ; but pay a moft Religious Reverence to 
running Waters. Their Language has one 
Thing peculiar ; which tho* unknown to them, 
is well underftood by us. For all Names re- 
prefenting the Perfon or Dignity of a Man, 
terminate in that Letter which the Dorians 
call San^ and the Ionian? Sigma. And every 
one upon Inquiry will find, that all Perfian 
Names, without Exception, end in the fame 
J-iCtter. Tliefe Things I can with certainty affirm 

/ ' ^ ■ '■ ' ■ ^ ^ t^ 



90 HERODOTUS. Book I. 

to be true. But, as their Cuftoms relating to the 
Dead are more concealed and not fo manifeft, 
I cannot fay that all the Perfians are expos'd for 
a Prey to fome Dog or Bird before they are bu- 
ried ; but I certainly know this to be the Man- 
ner of the Mages ; for 'tis done openly. The 
Perfians cover the Body with a fufficient Quan- 
tity of Wax, and aftewards lay it in the Ground. 
Their Mages not only differ from all other Men, 
but even from the wSlgyptian Priefts, who will 
not pollute themfelves by killing any Animal, 
except thofe they facrifice to the Gods : Whereas 
the Mages make no Scruple to kill every Thing 
with their own Hands, except a Man or a 
Dog ; and think they do a meritorious Thing, 
when they deftroy Ants, Serpents, Birds or Rep- 
tils. And thus having defcrib*d thefe Ufages, 
I return to my Narration. 

When the lonians and -ffiolians heard that 
the Lydians had been fo eafily conquered by the 
Perfians, they fent Ambaflfadors to Cyrus before 
his Departure from SardiSj to make an Offer of 
their SubmifTion to him, on the fame Terms 
they obtained imder the Government of Crcs- 
fus. Which Propofition Cyrus hearing, made 
them no other Anfwer than this ; " A Piper 
*' feeing many Fifhes in the Sea, and imagining 
^' he might entice them to the Shore, by his 
*' Mufick, began to play ; but finding his Hopes 
*' difappointed, he threw a Net into the Wa- 
*' ter, and having enclosed a great Number, 
*' drew it to the Land. When the Piper fav/ 
*' the Fifhes leaping on the Ground, he faid, 
*' Since you would not dance to my Pipe be- 
^' fore, you may now forbear dancing at all.'* 
This Apologue w^s a Reprimand to the loni- 
ans 
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ans and ^olians ; who, when Cyrus prefs*d them 
by his Ambaflador to revolt from Crccfus^ re- 
fus*d to confent, and now were ready to com- 
ply with his Defires, becaufe they faw the Sue- 
cefs of his Arms. With this Anfwer, which 
Cyrus gave in Anger, the lonians returned home ; 
and having fortified their Cities, met together 
in a general Aflembly of the whole League, the 
Milefians only excepted, who were fingly admit- 
ted into the Alliance of Cyrus on the Foot of 
their former Agreement with the Lydian. All 
the reft of the lonians met, and unanimoufly 
refolv'd to fend Ambafladors to Sparta^ earneft- 
ly to defire Succour from the Lacedemonians. 
The Ionian Cities, of which this Confederacy 
confifts, are more commodioufly and happily 
plac'd than any other we know among Men ; 
for neither the Regions that are above Ionia on 
one Side, nor thofe that lie below on the other, 
nor any Part fituate either to the Eaft or Weft, 
can juftly be compared with this Country ; be- 
caufe they are either chill'd with Cold and 
Rain, or exposed to the Excefles of Heat and 
Drynefs. All the lonians are not of the fame 
Language ; but have four different Ways of ex- 
prefling themfelves. The City of Miletus lies 
to the Southward, and is accounted the princi- 
pal of this League. The next are Myus and 
Priene. Thefe three are fituate in Caria^ an4 
ufe the fame Dialed. Ephefus^ Colophon^ Z^^^ 
hedusj Teos^ Clazomene^ and Phoc^ea^ are Part of 
Lydia -, and though they vary not at all from 
one another in their Manner of fpeaking, yet 
their Language is different from the other. The 
reft of the Ionian Communities are three, two 
pf which inhabit 01? Iflands pf Chios and 5^- 
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mos ; but the Erythraeans are placed on the Con- 
tinent. This People ufe the fame Dialed^ with 
thofe of Chios ; whereas the Samians have one 
peculiar to themfelves. And thefe are the four 
J^roprieties of Speech obferv'd in Ionia. 

Among thefe lonians, the Milefians made 
their Peace with Cyrus^ to exempt themfelves 
from the Apprehenfions of his Power. But the 
Iflanders had nothing to fear ; becaufe the Phoe- 
nicians were not then under the Qbedience of 
the Perfians, nor were the Perfians at all ac- 
quainted with maritime AflFairs, This Separa- 
tion of the Milefians, had no other Foundation 
than the Weaknefs of the Grecians in general, 
and of the lonians in particular ; who were the 
weakeft of all> and in no Manner pf Efteem. 
The Athenians alone, among all thofe of that 
Extradtion, were of confiderable Fame. But, 
neither they nor others were willing to be call'd 
lonians ; as indeed in our Time the greater 
Part feems to be aftiam'd of the Name. Yet, 
the twelve Cities not only gloried in their Name, 
hut built a Temple, which from therp.felyes they 
caird Pan-Ionion^ and refolv'd not to commu- 
nicate the Privilege of that Plac^ to any other 
lonians \ neither have others ever defir'd to be 
admitted ; except the Smyrnaeans alone. In 
this they refembled thofe Dorians, now known 
by the Name of the pive Cities^ which were 
formerly fix in Number ; who not only con- 
ftantly refused to admit any of the neighbour- 
ing Dorians into their Temple at Triope ; but 
excluded fome of their own Community for 
tranfgrefling the eftablifh'd Orders. For in thofe 
Exercifes that were performed there in Honour 
of Jpollo^ a Tripos of Brafs was the Reward of 

the 
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the vicStorious ; which yet no Man might cany 
out of the Temple, but was oblig*d to leave de- 
pdfited on the Altar of the God. Neverthelefs^ 
when Agafichs of Halicarnajus won the Prize, 
and viokted their Cuftom, by carrying away the 
Tripos, and affbdng it to his own Houfe, the 
five Cities of Lindus^ laliJfuSj CamiriiSy Cofsj 
and CniduSj excluded that City, which was the 
fixth, from the Union ; and punifh'd the Hali- 
camafCans in that Manner.] 

The lonians feem to have form'd themfelves 
into twelve Cities, and refolv^d to admit nd 
more into their Society, becaufe they had been 
divided into juft fo many Parts, when they in- 
habited in Peloponefus 'j as the Achaians, who 
drove out thofe lonians, now confift of the 
fame Number. The City of Pellena^ fronting 
towards Sicyon^ is the firft of the Achaian 
League : The next are JEgyra^ and ASge^ which 
is watered by the perpetual Streams of the River 
CrathiSy from whence that of Italy takes its 
Name: After thefe, Bura^ ^nd HelicCy to which 
Place the lonians fled, when they were defealted 
by the Achaians : Mgyon^ Rhipes^ Patras^ Pharti 
and Olenusy through wliich runs the great River 
Pirus : The reft are Dyma and Tritaay the only 
inland Places among them. Thefe are the 
twelve Parts of the Achaian Territories, which 
formerly belonged to the lonians ; and on that 
Account they conftituted the fame Number of 
Cities in their new Eflablifliment. For to fay 
that thefe are more properly lonians, or any Way 
more confiderable, than other lonians, is great 
Folly; when we know that the Abaiites from 
Eubosuy who had neither Name, nor any other 
Thing in common with the lonianss are no in- 

confi- 
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confiderable Part of this Colony ; and that the 
Minyan Orchomenians, the Cadmaeans, Dryo- 
pians and Moloflians, with the Pelafgians of 
Arcadia^ the Dorians, Epidaurians, and many- 
other People, were intermixed with them ; as 
well as the Athenians, who were fent by the 
Prytanaean Council, and thought themfelves the 
moft lUuftrious of the lonians. They had no 
Wives with them when they came to fettle in 
this Country ; but feiz'd a fufEcient Number of 
Carian Women, after they had kilPd their Pa- 
rents : And, for that Reafon, thofe Women en- 
tered into a mutual Compaft, which they con- 
firmed by an Oath, and tranfmitted as facred to 
their Daughters, that they would never eat with 
their Hulbands, nor ever call them by their 
Names ; becaufe they had kill'd their Fathers^ 
their Hu(bands, and their Children, and after 
fuch Violences had forc'd them to fubmit to 
their Will. This A6tion was done in the Coun- 
try of Miletus. 

The lonians appointed Kings to govern 
tliem; fome chufing Lycians of the Pofterity 
of Glaucus*y others eleding out of the Pylian 
Caucones, who are defcended from Codrus the 
Son of Melanthus ; and fome again from both 
thofe Families. They are exceedingly pleas'd 
.with the Name of lonians, and are true and ge- 
nuine lonians -, as all thofe are, who derive their 
Original from Athens^ and celebrate the Apatu- 
rian Feftlval, which is univerfally obferv'd in 
lonia^ except by the Ephefians and Colophonl-. 
ans; but thefe alone are excluded, under the 
Pretext of fome Murder. The Pan-lonion is a 
facred Place in Mycale^ fituate to the North- 
ward, and dedicated by the Ionian Confederacy 

to 
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to Neptune of Helicon : And MycaJe is a Pro- 
montory on the Continent, leaning on the South* 
Weft Side, towards Samos. In this Place the 
lonians met to celebrate the Pan-Ionian Solem- 
nity : And we fhall obferve by the Way, that 
not only the Ionian, but all the Grecian Fefti- 
vals terminate, like the Periian Names, in the 
fame Letter. 

Having given this Account of the Ionian 
Cities, I ftiall proceed to thofe of the -ffiolians 5 
which are, Cyme^ otherwife calM Phriconis^ La^ 
riffa^ Neonticbus^ TenuSj Cylla^ Notion^ ^gi- 
rcsjfuy Pitaney Mgaa^ Myrina. Thefe are ele- 
ven of the twelve Cities formerly belonging to 
the -ffiolians ; but Smyrna^ which was the other, 
was ruin*d by the lonians. They all ftand on 
the Continent in a Region 'of greater Extent, 
but inferior in Climate to that of the lonians. 
The iEolians were deprived of Smyrna in this 
Manner. A great Number of Colophonians 
having unfuccelsfully mutinied at home, and be- 
ing forced on that Account to abandon their 
Country, came to Smyrna^ where they were re- 
ceived and protefted by the Inhabitants. But 
fome Time after their Arrival while the People 
were celebrating the Rites of Bacchus without 
the Walls, they took that Opportunity to fhut 
the Gates and feize the City. Upon which, 
when the iEolians came with all their Forces to 
fuccour the Smymaeans, the Difpute was deter- 
mined by an Agreement, conceived in thefe 
Terms ; That the lonians ftiould reftore all 
moveable Goods, and that the Cohans on their 
Part fhould quit their Claim to the City. The 
Smyrnaeans confenting to thefe Conditions, were 
diftributed into the other eleven Cities, and per- 
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mitted t6 enjoy the Privilege of Citizens. Thefc 
Places belonging to the -ffiolians, are on the 
Continent ; befides thofe about Mount Ida^ 
which lie at a great Diftance. In the Iflands 
they had the following Cities : Five in Lejbos ; 
for the Methyrtinians deftroy'd Arijha^ which 
was the fixth, though they were of the fame 
Blood ; one in Tenedos ; and another in the Hun-- 
dred Iflands. The Lefbians, with thofe of Tene- 
dos^ and the lonians of the Iflands, were under 
no Fear of the Perfian Power ; and all the other 
Cities had taken a Refolution to follow, where- 
foever the lonians ftiould lead. 

Th e Ambafladors of the lonians and -ffiolians 
having performed their Voyage with all poflible 
Diligence, and arriving in Sparta^ made choice 
of Pythermus a Phocaean to fpeak in the Name 
of all ; whO) to bring a greater Number of La- 
cedemonians together, cloath*d himfelf in a Pur- 
ple Habit, and in a long Speech implor'd their 
Afliftance. But, the Spartans rejefting his Re- 
quefl:, determined not to fuccour the lonians in 
any Manner : Upon which the Ambafladors re- 
turned home. Yet the Lacedemonians, though 
they had difmifs'd the Ionian Embafly with a 
plain Denial, fent away certain Perfons by Sea, 
to obferve, as I conjecfture, what fliould pafs be- 
tween Cyrus and the lonians. Thefe Men ar- 
riving in Phodea^ fent Lacrines^ who was the 
mofl: eminent Perfon among them, to Sardis^ 
with Infliruftions to acquaint Cyrus^ That if he 
fliould commit any Hoftility againft the Grecian 
Cities, they would not pafs by the Indignity. 
Which when Cyrus heard) he inquired of the 
Grecians that were prefent, who the Lacede- 
monians were, and what Number of Men they 
3 could 
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could bring into the Field ? And being informed 
of thefe Particulars, he faid to the Spartan ; 
** I was never afraid of thofe, who in the midft 
*' of their Cities have a Place of publick Re- 
*' fort, where they cheat one another by mu- 
*' tual Oaths : And if I continue in Life and 
"Health, they fhall have fufficient Caufe to 
*' be concerned for their own Calamities, with- 
** out difquieting themfelves about thofe of 
** the lonians." Thefe Words of Cyrus wet^e 
levelPd at all the Grecians in general, who ifi 
every City have fome publick Place for the Ufes 
of buying and fellings but the Perfians have 
none of thefe, nor any Place of publick Meet- 
ing at all 

CYRUS having entrufted tabalus a Perli^ni 
with die Government of Sardis, and appointed 
PaSiyas a Lydian to bring away the Gold found 
in the Treafury of Crrefus^ and other Parts of 
the City, took Crcefus with him, and depaited 
for Ecbatana. And becaufe he expeded to find 
more Refiftance from the Babylonians, Baftri- 
ans, Saces and -Egyptians, than from the loni- 
ahs, whofe Power he defpis'd ; he refolv'd to lead 
his Army in Perfon againft thofe Nations, and 
to fend another General againft the lonians. 
.But as foon as he was retired from Sardis^ Pa£ly- 
as prevailed with the Lydiarls to revolt from hirrt, 
.anci putting to Sea with all the Riches of Lydia 
in his PoflefTion, engaged the maritime Places to 
join with him', andaft^r he had rais'd a good 
Number of Mercenaries, matched to SardtSy 
and befieg'd Tabalus^ who had fhut himfelf up 
in the Caftle. Which News when Cyrus heard, 
as he was on his Way, he ,fpoke to Crcsfus \n 
thefe Terms \ *« What will be the End of thefe 
H y Things? 
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^ Thin^ ? And when will the Lydians ceafe ta^ 
•* give Difturbancc to me, and to themfelves? 
♦* I have ahnc^ detennin'd to deftroy the Na* 
^< tion, ^id to reduce the People to the Condi- 
** tion of Servants; perfuaded, that I have 
** done as imprudently as thofe^ who after har- 
" ine kilPd Uie Fathery fhould fpare the Lively 
«* « his Sons. For I compel you, who have 
** been more than a Father to the Lydians, to 
** follow me a& a Prifoner, and at the feme Time 
<^ have reinftatcd them in the Pofleffion of thdbr 
** Gity i And, now^ ihall I wonder at their Re- 
^* belUon!*' YJh&n Cyrus had thus plainly de- 
Jiver*d his Thoughts, Cmfus fearing the utter 
Ruin of SardiSy anfwer'ds^ ♦• Sir, You havse 
•* but too much Reafon for what you fey •, yet 
•< you win do better to moderate your Indigna- 
'** tion, and not to deftroy an ancient City, al- 
^ together innocent of this, as well as of the 
•* former Offence. 1 myfelf committed the 
♦* firft Fault, and am now aftually under the 
*' Puniftiment. But as PaSyas^ who was en- 
•« trufted by you, is guilty of this fecond ; let 
•* him be treated as his Crime deferyes, and let 
•* the Lydians be pardon'd. Yet to the End 
•' they may never more revolt, nor be trouble- 
•* fome to you, command all their Arms to be 
•* taken away; and enjoin them to wear Veft^ 
^^ and Buikiiis^ and to teach their Sons to iing, 
*' to play on the Harp, and to drink in Publick- 
•* Houtes. For, by thefe Means, you will foon, 
•« fee the manly Spirit of the Lydians degene-^ 
** ratcmto a womahifti Weaknefs ; fo that they 
** will never rebel, nor be formidable to you in 
*' Time to come;** Cr(efus fuggefted this Me- 
tiiod to Cyrus^ becaufe he judged the Lydians 

would 
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t^rould be lefs unhappy under fucK Circuinftanccs^ 
than if they Ihould be fold for Slaves ; and was 
perfuaded, that uhleis he could frame fome plau- 
fible Pretexts he fhould not prevail with him to 
felter his Refolution i Neither was he without 
Appireheniionj that if the Lydians ihould other- 
wife efcape the preient Danger^ they might 
hereafter revolt from the Feriiahs, and bring ut- 
ter Ruin on themfelves. Cyrus pleased with the 
Expedient^ told Creefus he ^would take his Ad- 
vice ; and fending for Mazares a Mede, com- 
manded him to ordel* the Lydians to conform 
themfelves to the Regulations proposed by Crcs- 
fus j and to treat all thofe as Slaves, who had at 
fifted in the Attempt upon Sardis ; but above 
all, to bring PaSlyas alive to him : And having 
given thefe Orders in his Way, he retum'd to 
Perjia. 

PACtTAS being informed that the Army 
was approaching with Defign to fall upon him, 
fled in great Confternation to Cyme ; and Ma- 
zares with that Part of the Perfian Forces he 
had, march'd diredly to Sardis. But not find- 
ing P^^jy^j and his Followers there, he, in the^ 
firft Place, eonftrain'd the Lydkns to conform 
themfelves to the Orders prefcrib'd by Cyrus^ 
and totally to alter their Manner of Life : After 
which he difpatch'd Meflfengers to Cyme^ with 
Infh-udliohs to demand the Per&n of PaSIyas. 
The Cymaeans called a Council on this Occafion^ 
and refolv'd to confult the ancient Oracle of 
BrancbiSy which was frequented by all the loni- 
ans and iEolians, and flands in the Territory 9f 
Miletus^ a little above the Port of Panormffs. 
When the Perfons, who were fent to the Or?i- 
cle, arrived at Branchis^ and jpray'd to f)e in- 
H 2 form'd 
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form'd what they ftiould do, that might be nroft 
pleafing to the Gods, they were commanded to 
deliver PaSlyas to the Perfians : Which Anfwer 
being brought to the Gymaeans, determin*d the 
Majority to decree that he fhould be furrender'd 
accordingly. But after they had taken that Re- 
folution, Arijlodicus the Son of Heraclides^ one 
of the principal Men of the Cityy either dif- 
truftmg the Faith of the Oracle^ or fufpe&ing 
the Sincerity of the ConfultetSy prevaiPd with 
the Cymaeans to fuii)end the Exertion of their 
Decree, and to fend other Perfons to enquire a 
fecond Tiilie concerning PaSlyas. By this means 
another Deputation was refolv'd, and Ariftodicus 
was chofen for one j who arriving with the 
other Deputies at Branchis^ confulted the Oracle 
in the Name of the reft^ ufing thefe Words ; 
*' O King, PaSlyas the Lydian came to us as a 
" Suppliant, to avoid a violent Death from the 
*' Hands of the Perfians. They have demanded 
*' him of the Cymaeans, and refolve to admit no 
*' Denial. We who are under great Apprehen- 
** fions of the Perfian Power, have not yet dar'd 
^*' to furrender the Suppliant, 'till we fhall be 
" plainly informed by thee, what we ought to 
" do in this Conjundlure." Thus fpoke Arifto^ 
dicus -, but the Oracle gave the fame Anfwer as 
before, and again admonifli'd them to furrender 
Pa^lyas to the Perfians. Upon which Arijlodu 
cus^ in purfuanee of the Defign he had formed, 
walking round the Temple, took away all the 
Sparrows, and other Birds he found in the Nefts 
that were within the Limits of the Place : And 
when he had fo done, 'tis reported, a Voice was 
heard from the innermoft Part of the Temple, 
direding thefe Words to Arijiodicus \ '* O thou 
' . ** moft 
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**^jnoft wicked of all Men, how dareft thou 
** thus tear my Suppliants from under my P-ro- 
^ tedion?" ^r^<?i/V^j readily anfwer^d, " Ar^ 
** thou then fo careful to fuccour thy Suppliants, 
*^ and yet fo forward to command the Cymse- 
*' ans to abandon PaSfyas^ to the Perfians?'^ 
*' Yes, feid the Voice, I compiand it ; that 
*' fuch impious Men as you are m^y fuddenly 
*' perifh, and never more difturb (he Oracle 
*' with Queftionjs of like Nature." When this 
laft Anfwer was brought to CymCj the People, 
being unwilling either to furrender Pallyas to 
be deftroy*d by the Perfians, or to draw a War 
upon themfelves by profefting him, fent him 
away to Mitylene. Some (ay the Mityienaeans, 
upon a Meflage they received from Mazares^ a- 
greed to deliver PaSlyas into his Hands for a 
certain Reward s but I cannot afiirm this, be- 
caufe the Thing was never efFeded. For the Cy- 
maeans being informed of what was doing in 
^Gtyleney difpatch'd a Veflel to Lejbos^ and 
tranfported Pa£iyas to Chio : Where he wa$ 
taken by Violence from the Temple of Miner- 
va Proteftrefe of the City, and delivered up by 
the Ghians : Who in Recompence were put in- 
to Pofleffion of Atarneus^ a Place fituate in My- 
fta^ over-againft Lejbos. In this Manner Pa£iyas 
fell into the Hands of the Perfians, and was kept 
under Confinement, in order to be conduded to 
Cyrus. And for a long Time after this Aftion, 
none of the Chians would ufe the Barley of A-^ 
tarneus in their OfFerings to the Gods, or make 
^y Confedion of the Fruits produced by tha^ 
Country ; but totally abftain'd from the whole 
prowth of thofe Lands in all their Temples. 
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When the Chians had deliver'd up PaStyas^ 
Mazares march-d with his Forces againft thofe 
who had affifted in befi^ing Taialus ; and 
haring firft dcftroy'd Priene^ and ravag*d all 
the Plain that lies by the River M^eander^ he 
^bandon'd the Booty to his Army. But after 
he had treated the Magnefians in the fame Man-r 
rier, he fell fick and (fied. Upon which, Har- 
paguSj who was alfo a Mede, and the fame Per- 
fon, th^t having been entertained by Aftyages at 
an execrable Fe^, had open'd a Way for Cyrus 
to afcend to the Throne, came down to com- 
mand the Army in his Place. This Man being 
aj^inted General by Cyrus y and arriving in lo-. 
nia^ took feveral Cities, by throwing up Earth-* 
Works to the Walls, after he had forc'd the 
people to retire within their fortified Places. 
Ph^caa was the firft of the Ionian Cities that 
fell into his Hands. Thefe Phocaeans were the 
firft of all the Grecians who undertook long 
Voyages, and difcover'd the Coafts of Adria^ 
fyrrhenia^ Iberia and "Tarteffus. They made 
their Expeditions in Gallics of fifty Oars, and 
lis'd no Ships of a rounder Form. When they 
arrived at Tartejfus^ they were kindly receiv-d by 
Arganthonius the King of that Country, who 
had then reign'd fourfcore Years, and liv'd tQ 
the Age of one Hundred and twenty. They 
had fo much of his Favour, that he at firft fol' 
licited them to leave lonia^ and to fettle in any 
Part of his Kingdom they fliould chufe ; but afr 
terwards finding he could not prevail with the 
Phocaeans to accept his Offer, and hearing they 
were in great Danger from the increafing Power 
of the Medes, he prefented them with Treafure 
to defi-ay the Expence of building ^ Wall round 

their 
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^eir Gty ', which he did with fo liberal a Haixidy 
that the whole Stru<ftiLire, comprehending nOf 
fmall Number of Stades in Grcumference, was 
^Hult with large and well compared Stone. 
Harpagus tyirimg with his Army be£xe this 
City, firft ient a Meflne to acquaint the Pho« 
csans within^ that if they would demolifh one 
of the TjQM/aess built upon their Wall, and con* 
lecrate one Edifice, he would reft C(mtented. 
The Phocaeans detefting Slavery, anfwer'dy 
That they would take one Day to deliberate 
touching his ProiH>£d, if in the mean 'lime he 
would Sxzm off hi$ Forc^ from about the City. 
Harpagus iaid* That though he well knew their 
Pefign 9 ysi^ h€i would vermxt th^m to confult 
topether^ ^ thjey ddSr'd. But, when he had 
withdrawn his Armyt the Phocaeans made rei4y 
their Ships ; a^id having put their Wives, Chil- 
dren, and Goods on board, together with thp 
Images and other Tlaings dedic^tm in their Tenw 
pies, except PiSures, and Works of Bmfii 09 
Stone, they themfelves embarked Mkewi^ aa4 
fet fail for Cbio : So that the Perftans at their 
Return found the City defi>late, and ahandon*4 
by all the Inhabitants. The Phocaeans ;^ivni^ 
in Cbio^ deiir'd to purchafe the CEnuffiion JJlanid^ 
of the Chianss but becauie the Quans woul(| 
not confent to fell them, left they O^Quld become 
the Seat of Tmde, and their own Idand be «- 
eluded, they emibark'd agsun, diredting thek 
Courfe to Cyrnus-, where, by the Admidniitioii 
of an Oracle, they had built a Qty^ whicli 
they naxri*d 4Mia^ twenty Years b^orc. In 
^eir Paflape to Cyrnus^ turnmg in at fhoc^a^ 
they cut ia Pieces the Periian Garrifon Jeft by 
Harpagus ]n the. City ; ami about tlie feme Time 
H 4 Argan- 
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Arganthonius died. Having deftroy'd thefe Per-r 
fians, they pronounced terrible Imprecations a- 
gainft thofe who fhould ftay behind \ and bound 
themfelves by mutual Oaths, never to return to 
Pbocaay till a burning Ball of Iron, which 
they threw into the Sea on that Qccafion, 
fliould appear again unextinguifh'd. Neverthe- 
fcfs, as they were making towards Cyrnusy more 
than one half of the Fleet, mov*d by Regret 
and AfFeAion for their native Q)untry, broke 
through all thefe Engagements, and returned to 
Phodea J while the reft refolving to obferve the 
Oaths they had taken, purfued their Voyage 
from the CEnuJfian IJlands to Cyrnus. When 
they arriv'd there, they built divers Temples, 
and liv'd five Years in one Q)mmunity with the 
former Colony. But becaufe in that Time they 
had ravaged the Territories of all their Neigh- 
bours, the Tyrrhenians and Carthaginians com- 
bined together to make War againft them, each 
Nation with fixty Ships. The Phocaeans on 
their Part fitted out their Fleet, confifting in all 
of fixty Sail alfo ; and coming up with the Ene- 
my in the Sea of Sardinia^ fought and con- 
Juer'd v but obtain'd a Cadmaean Viftory : For 
5rty of their own Ships were funk ; and all 
th^ reft having loft their Prows, were utterly 
difabled. After this Adtion, returning to Ala- 
liUy they put their Wives and Children on board 
again, with as much of their Goods as they 
could carry oflF, and leaving Cyrnus^ fail'd to 
Rbegium. Of thofe Phocaeans that loft their 
Ships in the Fight, many fell mto the Hands of 
the Carthaginians and Tyrrhenians •, who at 
their landing fton*d them to peath in the Ter- 
litory of Agylla. After which, all the Men and 
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Gattle that came into thofe Parts, were feizM 
with a burning Diftemper, attended by Convul- 
iions and Madfeefs. In this Extremity the Agyl- 
lians being defirous to expiate the Crime, had 
Recourfe to the Oracle of Delphi •, and the Py- 
thian enjpin'd them to ufe thofe Rites which 
they ftill obferve ; fpr they commemorate the 
Death of the Phocaeans with great Magnifi- 
cence, and Gymnaftick Combats. This was the 
Fate of thefe Phocaeans ; and as for the reft, 
who fled to Rhegium^ they left that Place, and 
in CEnotria built a City, which is now calPd 
Hyele^ by the Advice of a certain Pofidonian % 
who told them they had jniftaken the Oracle, 
and that the Pythian meant they fhould build 
a Monument fof Cyrnus the Hero, and not a 
City in the Ifland of that Name. 

The Conduft of the Teians kn this Con- 
junfture was not unlike that of the Phocaeans. 
For when Harpagus^ by the Advantage of his 
Earthworks, had made himfelf Matter of their 
V/alls, all the Teians went on board thdr Ships, 
and tranfporting themfelves to Thrace^ fettled in 
the City of Abdera ; which 'Timeftus of Claxthr 
mene had formerly founded ; but was afterwards 
driven out by the Thracians, who would not 
fufFer him to continue in PoflcfTion of the Place ; 
where yet he is honoured as a Hero at this Time 
by the Teians^ of Abdera. Thefe were the only 
People of all the lonians, who chofe rather to 
abandon their Country, than fubmit to Servi- 
tude. The reft, except the Milefians, were 
conquered by Hafpagus^ after they had as ftre- 
nuoufly defended their feveral Cities, as thofe 
who left the Country ; and when they were 
(prc'd to furrender to a fuperior Power, they 

continue^ 
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continued to inhabit the fame Places, and fub* 
mittcd to the Will of the Conqueror. But the 
Milefians having made a League with Cyrus^ as 
I faid before, kept themfelves quiet during thefe 
Commotions. And in this Manner the lonians 
of the Continent were a fecond Time conquered ; 
which put the Iflanders under fuch Conftema* 
tion, that they readily made their Submiflion to 
Cyrus. Yet, as the lonians, even in thefe Or- 
cumftances, were permitted to meet in the Pan- 
Ionian Council, I am informed that Bias of 
Priene offered them fuch falutary Advice in one 
of thofe Aflemblies, that if they had hearkened 
to him, they might have been the moft happy 
of all the Grecians. For he counfell'd the lonians 
to tranfport themfelves in their Ships to Sardi^ 
nia^ and to have only one Capital .Gty there, 
for the Ufe of the whole Confederacy; by 
which Means they would not only be delivered 
^m Servitude ; but inhabiting the moft con* 
fiderable of the Iflands, could not fail of leading 
and governing all the reft : Whereas fhould they 
continue in lonia^ he iaw no Hope of recover- 
ing their Liberty. This was the Counfel of 
Bias the Prienean, after the lonians were fub- 
dued; but ^ales the Milefian, who w^ of 
Phoenician Defcent, gave them the moft ufcful 
Advice before that Calamity happened, in ad- 
moniihing the lonians to conftitute one general 
Council of the whole League in the City of 
5V^j, which ftands in the Centre of Ionia \ and 
to efteem all the reft of the inhabited Cities as 
fo many equal Parts of the fame Community. 
Such were the Sentiments of thofe two Per- 
fon§. 

H^RPJr 
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HARPAGUS having fubdu'd Ionia, led 
his Army, which he reinforc'd with loniann* 
^d ^olians, againft the Carians, Caunians, and 
Lycians. The Cariahs came from the Iflands 
to inhabit on the Continent. They were an- 
tiently odlM Leieges, and livM in the Iflands 
under the Protection of Minosy paying no Kind 
pf Tribute, that I could ever find by enqui- 
ring into the remoteft Times. But when he 
had ocdiiion for Mariners, they affifted him 
with their Ships in the great Conquefts he 
made, and raised themfelves to a higher Degree 
pf Reputation than any other Nation. Tncy 
were the Inventers of three Things now in Ufc 
among the Grecians. For the CSrians were the 
lirft who wore a Creft upon their Hehnets; 
adom'd their Shields with various Figures 5 and 
invented the Handle, by which they are ma* 
nag*d; whereas, before this Invention, the 
Shield hung about the Soldier's Neck by a 
Thong of Leather, and defcended by the Left 
Shoulder. After a long Time, the Dorians and 
lomans abandoned the Iflands likewife, as the 
Carians had 4owe, and fettled on the Conti- 
nent: And this Account the Cretan$ give of 
the Carians. But the Carians not affenting to 
thefe Things, affirm they were originally Inha- 
bitants of the Continent, and always went under 
the fame Name. In Teftimony of which they 
(hew an antient Temple zX. Mylafa, dedicated to 
the Carian J^upiter ; where the Myfians and Ly^ 
dians are admitted to participate with the Carians 
in their Worfliip, as Nations of the fame Blood, 
For, fay they, Lydus and My [us were Brothers to 
Cares y and on that Account the Ufe of this Tem- 
ple is eoipmunicated to their Pofterity, and not 

to 
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to any other People, tho* of the fame Lan- 
guage with the Canans. The Caunians, as I 
oonjefture, are originally of the Q)untry they 
inhabit, tho* they lay their Anceftors came from 
Crete. But whether they have accommodated 
their. Language to that of the Carians, or the 
Carians have form'd their Speech by the Cau- 
nian, I cannot determine with Certainty. In 
their Cuftoms and Manners the Caunians refem- 
ble no other Nation, not even the Carians i 
accounting it a decent Thing in Men, Women, 
and Boys, to drink in great Companies, with 
their Friends, and with thofe of the fame Age. 
They antiently worfhipp*d the Gods of other 
Nations; but afterwards changing their Opi- 
nion, and refolving to have no other than their 
own national Deities, they all arm*d themfelves, 
^d in a petulant; Manner brandiihing their 
Spears in the Air, march'd up to the Moun- 
tains of Calindaj crying as they went. That 
they were expelling the Foreign Gods out of 
their Country. The Lycians derive their Ori- 
ginal from Cretfj which in antient Time was in- 
tirely in the Pofleflion of Barbarians. But Sar- 
fedon and Minos^ the Sons of Europa^ contend- 
ing for the Kingdom ; Sarpedon being defeated 
by Minos^ was driven out of the Ifland with all 
his Partizans, and landing in Afia^ fettled in Mi^ 
lyas\ for that was the antient Name of the 
Country which the Lycians now inhabit, tho* 
the MUyans were then call'd Solymi. During 
the Reign of Sarpedon they went by the Name 
they brought with them into A^a ; and in our 
Time are by their Neighbours ealPd Termili- 
ans. But when Lycus the Son of Pandion was 
compelled by his Brother j^geus to quit Athensy 

he 
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he fl^d to Sarpedon at Termile^ and from him the 
People began to be nam'd Lycians. Their Citf- 
toms are, for the moft Part, derived from the 
Cretans and Carians ; but they have one peculiar 
to themfelves, in which they differ from all other 
Nations. For they take their Names froih their 
Mothers, and hot from theif Father^ ; fo that if 
any one be afk*d who he is, and of what Fa- 
mily, he recoimts his Maternal Genealogy, in the 
Female Line. Befides, if a free-born Woman 
marry a Servant, her Children enjoy the full Pri- 
vilege of Citizens ; but fhould a Man of ever-fo 
high Dignity marry a Foreigner or a Concu- 
bine, his Children would be imcapable of any 
Honour. 

The Carians were fubdu*d by //^rp^^«/, with* 
out doing any memorable Aftion in their De- 
fence : And all the Grecians that inhabit thofe 
Parts, behav'd themfelves with as little Courage. 
Among thefe were the Cnidians, a Lacedemo- 
nian Colony, whofe Territories defcend to the 
^riopian Sea, This Region, except the Ifthmus 
of Byblejia^ which is no more than five Stades in 
Breadth, is furrounded by the Sea, having on 
the North-Side the Ceraunian Gulpbj and on the 
South* Weft the Rbodian and Symean Seas. The 
Cnidians there, while the Arms of Harpagus were 
employed in theConqueft of lonia^ form'd a De- 
fign to cut thro* the Ifthmus, and to make their 
Country an Ifland. But, as they were carrying 
on that Work with great Diligence, the Shivers 
of the Stones broken by their Inftruments, flew 
about fo thick, and wounded fo many Men in 
the Body, and particularly in the Eyes, that fall- 
ing into great Confternation, and imagining forac 
Divine Power had ihterpos'd, they fent to in- 
quire 
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Siire of the Delphian Oracle concerning thb 
bftruftion; and, as theCnidians ^y, had the 
following Anfwer from the Pythian j 

Build bete no ^ovfrSi nor thrtf the tjlhmus cut : 
Had the Godpleas'd that tbisjhould be an IJki 
Tie Sea bad wc^Hyour Coaft iti ev^ry Part. 

Upon the Reception of this Orftcle^ the CnidiansI 
defifted from their Work, and when Harpagus 
appeared with his Army^ furrendcr^d without 
Kefiftance. But the Pedafeans inhabiting a mid^ 
land Country fituate above HalicarnaffuSi were 
the only People of Carta that oppo^d Harpagus 
with Vigour. For retiring to a Mountain cal?d 
I^aj diey fortified and defended themfelve* 
vajiantly, and were not fubdued without great 
Difficulty. When any finiftcr Event is about to 
J&Jl upon the Pedafeans and their Neighbours, a 
long Beard fhoots fuddenly upon the Chin of 
Minerva^s Prieftefs ; and this Prodigy has thrice 
happened. After thefe SuccefleSj Harpagus drew 
his Army into the Plain, in order to attack the 
Lycians of Xantbus \ who, tho' they were few 
in Number, yet having afl^mbled what Forces 
they could, took the Field, and fought the Per- 
iians with great Courage. But being overpow- 
ered with Numbers^ and forc'd to retire into thp 
City, they put their Wives, Children, and Ser^ 
Y»ts, witli all their Riches, into the Caftle, 
and ^t lire to the Place. Which when they 
Jhad done, and ajl was burnt, they engaged them.- 
jfdves by the ftrongeft Oaths to dye together;, 
s^^ to that End returning into the Field of Bat- 
tle, they renewed the Figbt, and were cut in 
J5c(je$ to the kft Man. AH the X^^thian J-y- 
2 cians 



CLIO. Ill 

dans oi otir Age are defcendcd from Stratigert, 
except eighty Families, whick being abfent at 
the Time of this Invaiion, efcap'd with Life. 
Thus Xanthus fell into the Hands of Harpagus ; 
and Caunia almofl in the fame Manner ; for the 
Caunians were accuftom'd to foUoi^ the Exam- 
ple of the Lycians. 

While Harpagus fubdued the Lower, 
Cyrus ^onquer'd the Upper 4fi^9 without fporing 
any Nation he found in his Way. But I fhall 
forbear to mention the greater Part of his 
Aiftions, and content myfelf to relate the moft 
memorable ; efpecially fuch as were attended 
with the greateft Difficulty. When he had re- 
duced all the Continent of 4fiay he refolv'd to 
invade ytjjyria^ which contains many famous Ci- 
ties ; but the jmncipal in Strength and Name is 
Babyhn^ where the Seat of the Kingdom was 
fix*d after the Deftruftion of Ninus. Babyl&n 
ftands in a fpacious Plain, and being perfectly 
fquarc, fliews a Front, on every Side, of one 
Hundred and twenty Stades, which make up 
the Sum of four Hundred and eighty Stades in 
the whole Qrcumference. This City, fo great 
in Dimenfion, is more magnificently built than 
any other we know. In the firft Place, a wide 
and deep Ditch, always fupplied with Water, 
encompafles the Wall ; which is two Hundred 
Royal Cubits in Height, and fifty in Breadth ; 
every Royal Cubit containing three Digits more 
than the common M&ifure. And here I think 
myfelf obliged to give fome Account, how 
the Babylonians employ'd the Earth, that W^ 
taken out of fo large a Ditch, and in whst 
Manner the Wall was built. As they opened 
the Ground^ and tlirew out the Earth, they 

made 
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made Bricks \ and when they had (hap'd a €Oh-* 
venient Number, they bak*d them in Furnaces 
prepared for that Purpofe. The Cement they 
us'd was a bituminous Subftance heated on the 
Fire ; and every thirty Orders of Bricks were 
compa(9;ed together with an Intermixture of 
Reeds. With thefe Materials they firft YvdlA 
the Canal, and afterwards built the Wall in the 
iame Manner. Certain Edifices confifting only 
of one Floor, were plac'd on the Edges of the 
Wall, fronting each other, artd a Space was left 
between thofe Buildings, fufficient for turning 
a Chariot with four Horfes abreaft. In the 
Grcumference of the Wall one hundred Gates 
cf Brafs are feen* with Intablatures and Support- 
ers of the fame Metal, all of like Architefture* 
Eight Days Journey from Babylon flands another 
City, caird /r, on a River of the fame Name, 
that falls into tlie Euphrates^ and brings down 
great Quantities of Brimflone in Lumps -, which 
being carried to Babylon was us'd in this Works 
And thus the City was encompafs'd with a 
WalL Babylon confifls of two Parts, fepara- 
ted from each other by the River Euphrates •, 
which defcending from the Mountains of Ar^ 
nteniay becomes broad, deep, and rapid, and 
falls into the Red-Sea. The Walls were brought 
down on both Sides to the River, with fome 
Inflexion at the Extremities ; from whence a 
Rampart of Brickwork was extended along the 
Edge of the River on both Sides. The Houfes 
of Babylon are of three and four Floors in He^ht -^ 
and the principal Streets pafs in a direcft Line 
quite through the City. The tcA traverfing 
thefe in feveral Places, lead to the River 5 ai» 
Kttle Gates of Brafs, equal in Number to the 
3 Icfler 
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lefler Streets, are placM in the Ramparts which 
Wder the Stream. Within the firft Wall, which 
is fortified with Towers, another is built^ not 
ipuch inferior in Strength, tho* hot altogether 
fb thick : And befides thefe^ the Gentre of 
feach Divifion is walPd round; containing in 
tone Part the Royal Palace, which is very fpa- 
cious and ftrong 5 and in the other the Tem- 
ple of Jupiter Belus^ being a fquare . Buildings 
extended to the Length of two Stades on 
every Side, and having Gates of Brafs, as may 
ftill be feen in our Time. In the midft of this 
Temple ftands a folid Tower, of one Stade 
In Height, and in Length and Breadth of the 
fame Meafure. On this Tower another is built^ 
and a third upon that, till they make up the 
Number of eignt. The Afcent to thefe is by a 
tpircular Way carried round the Outfide of the 
Building to the higheft Part. In the midft .o£^ 
the Afcent is a Place^ where thofe who go up 
Inay reft themfelvefi ; and within the upper* 
inoft Tower a fpacious Dome is built, in which 
k Table of Gold ftands at the Side of a magni- 
ficent Bed. . No Im^e is {tta in this Place^ 
hor is any Mortal permitted to remain there by 
Night (as the Chaldseans^ who are the Priefta 
of this Temple,' fay) except only a Woman 
chofen by the God out of the whole Nation 5 
affirming for a Truth,' which neverthelefs I think 
incredible, that the God comes by Night and 
lies in the Bed : Which refembles the Account: 
giveh by the Egyptians of their Temple at 
Thebes. For there alfo a Woman lies in the 
'Temple of Jupiter^ and neither of thcfe are fuiC- 
bedled to have the Company of Men ; any mora 
than thePricftefs of Pat arts uxl&cia^ where^ 
I tha* 
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tho' they have not a conftant Oracle, yet wheri 
an Anfwer is to be deliver'd^ fhe is fhut up du- 
ring all the Night in the Temple. 

In a Chapel which ftands below^ within 
the Temple of Babylon^ a large Image of Gold, 
reprefenting Jupiter fitting, is plac*d on a 
Throne or Gold, at a Table of the fame Me* 
tal, all together weighing eight hundred Ta- 
lents, as the Chaldaeans affitm. Without thii 
Chapel is an Altar of Gold ; and another of 
a greater Size^ which is ufed when Cattle of 
full Age are facrific*d ; for on the Golden Al- 
tar no other than fucking Viftims may be of- 
fered. On the great Altar the Chaldaeans con* 
ftime yearly the Weight of a thoufand Ta- 
fents iri Incenfe, when they celebrate the Fe-^ 
ftival of this God. Befides thefe Things, a Statue 
t)f folid Gold, twelve Cubits high, ftood for-^ 
mcrly in this Temple ; Which becaufe I did 
not fee, I fhall only relate what I heard froiil 
the Chaldaeans ; who fay, that Darius the Son 
of Hyftafpes^ having formed a Defign to t^ 
away this Statue, had not Courage to eflfeft 
his Purpofet But that Xerxes the Son of 
Darius^ not only took the Statue, but kilPd the 
Prieft who had forbidden him to remove it. 
In this Manner the Temple of Jupiter Belus id 
built and adorned ; not to mention divers other 
Donations confecrated there by private Per- 
fons. 

Manv Kings, whofe Names I fhall mentiott 
in my Difcourfes of the Aflyrian Affairs, reigned 
formerly in Babylon^ and beautified the City with 
Temples and other publick Edifices : But none 
tnore than two Women^ The firil of thefe^ 
nam'd Semiramis^ liv'd five Generations before 
a xhs 



the other, and rais'd fuch Banks to prevent the 
Inundations of the River, which frequently 
bverflow'd all the Plain of Babylon^ as deferv'd 
Admiration. But the other, whofe Name was 
Nitocris^ having afterwards obtained the King- 
^dom, and being much more provident, not only 
left Monuments of herfelf, which I fhall de- 
fcribe; but when ftie faw the Power of the 
Medes grown formidable and ftrbng, and that 
they had taken the City of Ninus^ with divers 
others, (he made all imaginable Provifion for the 
Defence of her Territories. To that End, iii 
the firft Place fhe caus'd a Channel to be opened 
above BabyloH^ with fo many various Windings^ 
to receive the Stream of the Euphrates^ which 
before ran in a ftraight Line, that this River was 
made to touch no lefs than three feveral Timqs 
at one fingle Town of AJfyria^ calPd Arderica j 
and all thofe who now afcend from the Sea by 
the Way of Babylon^ are neceflitated to pafii 
thrice by that Place in three feveral Days. 
Much higher than Babyloriy at a little Diftance. 
from the Euphrates^ fhe caus'd a fpacious Lake 
to be made, four Hundred and twenty. Stades 
over on every Side j and in Depth till the 
Workmen came to Water. She bordered the 
Edge of this Lake quite round with Stone, and 
all the Earth they threw out was difpos'd of, 
by her Diredion^ to augment the Banks of the 
River, which by that Means are of an aftonifh- 
ing Height and Thicknefe. Thefe two Things 
fhe did, that the Current being broken by fre- 

auent Inflexions, the River might move on but 
owly, and that the Capacioufnefs of the Lake 
might render the Navigation to Babylon long 
and difficult, All this was done in that Part of 
I 2 the 
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the Countiy which lies next to the Medes, and 
Is their fhotteft Way to Babylon -, to the End 
they might have no Opportunities of difcover- 
ing heir Affairs by an eafy G)mmunication with 
the Affyrians. Both thefe Works fhe ftrengthen'd 
with a folid Facing from the Bottom, and 
crefted another between the two £)ivi(ions of 
the City. For confidering that Babylon was 
divided by the River into two Parts j and that 
all Perfons who pafs'd from one Sde to the other 
during the Reigns of former Kings, had been 
neceflitated to make ufe of Boats^ which in my 
Opinion was very troublefomej fhe provided 
the following Remedy ;. arid after havmg funk 
the Draining Lake, I mentioned before, left this 
alfo for^ a Monument of her Fame. She or- 
dered Stones to be cut of large Dimenfions 5 
and when they were ready, commanded a great 
Compafs of Ground to be open'd, and the 
Current of the Euphrates to be turned into that 
Place. By this Means, when the Water was 
drain'd out, and the antient Channel become 
dry, (he lin*d the Banks of the River on both 
Sides with a Facing of burnt Brick, below the 
little Gates that lead to the Water within the 
City, and cemented a^ the Walls had been. 
Which having done, !he built a Bridge about 
the midft of the City with the Stones fhe had 
prepared ; binding them together with Plates of 
Lead and Iron. Upon thefe Stones, Planks of 
fquar*d Timber were laid by Day, that the Ba- 
bylonians might pafs over from one Side to the 
other, but were removed at Night to prevent 
mutual Robberies. When the Lake was fiird 
with the Water of the Euphrates^ and the Bridge 
finiih'd) ihe brought back the River to its an- 
tient 
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tient Channel. This Invention of the Lake was 
much applauded ; and thus a Bridge was built 
for the Ufe of the Inhabitants. The fame Queen 
bid this Snare for fucceeding Time: She pre- 
pared a Sepulchre for herfelf over the moft fre- 
quented Gate of the Qty, expos'd to opei^ 
View with the following Inifcription : I f any 

ON£ OF MY SyCCESSORSp KiNGS OF 

BABTLONy SHOULD find himself 

INWANT OfMoNEY, LET HIMOPEN 

THIS Sepulchre, and take as 
much ashe shall think. fit: but 
if he be not reduced to real 
Want, he ought to forbear; 
otherwise he shall have cause 
TO REPENT. This Monument continued un- 
touched to the Reign of Darius j who judging 
it unreafonable that the Gate fhould remain ufe- 
lefs to the Inhabitants (for no Man would pafs 
iinder a dead Body 5) and an inviting Treafure be 
rendered unferviceable, broke up the Sepulchre, 
and inftead of Money found only the Body and 
thefe Words j Hadst thou not b^^en 

INSATIABLY C O V E T OU S, A N I> GREE-p 
py OF THE MOST SORDID GaIN^ 

thouwould'stnothave viol at e d 
THE Sepulchre of the Dead. And 
this is the Account they give of Nitocris Queea 
of Babylon. 

CTRUS made War againfl: Labynitus the Son 
pf this Queen, who had his Name and the King- 
dom of J^yria from his Father. When the 
Great King leads his Army in Perfon, he has 
with him Cattle and other Provifions in abun- 
dance. The Water he drinks is brought from 
thQ River Qboapfes^ which runs hy Sufa\ for 
I 3 the 
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the Kings of Perjia drink of no other. Thi^ 

Water being firft boird and preferv'd in VefleU 

of Silver, is loaded on many Waggons drawn 

by Mules, and carried after him wherefoever 

iip goes. Cyrus arriving at the River Gyndes 

in his March towards Babylon^ endeavour-d tp 

pafs over with his Army -, but that River was 

not fordable. The Gyndes rifes in the Hills of 

Matiene^ and defcending thro* Dardania^ falls 

into the Tigris ; which paffing by the City of 

pp/J, runs out into the Red Sea. In the meai^ 

Time one of thofe who were mounted on white 

Horfes, accounted facred among the Perfians, 

with an audacious Petulancy pufti^d into the 

River ; but the Current proving too ftrong, 

flrew him fuddenly with his Horle to the Bot-r 

tom. Cyrus T, much offended with the River 

ibr this Affront, threatened to render his Stream 

fo contemptible, that Women fhould pafs to 

either Side without wetting their Knees. After 

which Menace, deferring his Expedition againft 

Bj^ylotij he divided his Army into two Parts ij 

and having mark'd out one Hundred and eighty 

Qiannels, by the Line, on each Side of the 

3River, commanded his Men to dig put the 

lEarth. His Defign was indeed execut^, by thtf 

great Numbers he employed ; but the whole 

Summer was fpent in the Work. Thus Cyrus^ 

punifh'd the River Gyndes^ by draining the 

Stream into three Hundred and fixty Trenches ; 

^d in the Beginning of the next Sprmg advanced 

with his Arniy towards Babylon. Upon his Ap-: 

proach the BahylonianSy who in Expedation of 

his coming had drawn out their Forces, gave 

him Battle, and being defeated fled back to thq 

^ity. But having been long acquainted with the 

"' ^ ^ ~ - refUefi 
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reftlefi Spirit of Cyrus ^ and his Cuftom of aN 
tacking all Nations without Diftinftion, they 
had laid up Provifions for many Years, and were 
under no Apprehenfions about a Siege. On 
the other Ffand, Cyrus hJmfelf finding much 
Time confum*d, and hi3 Affairs not at all ad-r 
vancM, fell into great Doubt what he fhould 
do next ; when at laft, either by the Suggeftion 
of fome other Perfon, or of his own ia^cioijs 
Invention, he refolv'd upon the following Stra- 
tagem. He pofted one Part of hiis Army near 
the Place where the River enters B^bylon^ and 
the reft in another Statioh below, where the 
feme River leaves the City ; with order to en-^ 
ter, fo foon as they Ihould fee the Channel pafl^ 
^ble. Having given this Piredion, and en- 
couraged his Forces, he went with the ufelefe 
Fart of his Men to the Lake, and did as the 
Queen of Babylon had done. For by open- 
ing a large Trench, he turned the Stream into 
the l4ke, and by that Means the River fubfi* 
ding, the indent Ch^mel became fordable: 
Which the Perfians, who were appointe4 to 
that Purpofe, obferving, put their Orders in exe- 
cution, and boldly entered the Qty, having the 
Water no higher than the Middle of the Thigh, 
Yet if the Babylonians had been well informed, 
or had forefeen the Attempt of Cyrus j they would 
doubtlefe have deftroy*d his Army, and not have 
fupinely fufFer'd the Perfians to pais. For by 
ihutting all the little G^t^ that lead down to the 
River, and mounting the Brickworks that run 
^ong the Key, they inight have taken them in 
a Kind of Cage ; whereas having no Sufpicion of 
fuch a Pefign, they were unexpeftedly furpriz*4 
by the PerlteOS. The Extent of the Cjty was 
1 4 .fucb 
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ftich, that, if we may believe the BabyloniwSjj 
when thofe who inhabited near the Centre were 
taken, the People that dwelt about the Extre- 
pnities of Babylon heard nothing of their Difefter j 
but were celebrating a Feftival that Day with 
Pancing and all manner of Rejoicing, till they 
received certain Information of the general 
Fate. And thus Babyltm was the firift Time 
taken. 

Among many Things which I fhall mention, 
to (hew the Power and Wealth of the Babylo- 
nianSi this is one. That, whereas all the Do- 
minions of the Great King are charged with pro- 
viding Subfiftence for his Perfon and Armies, 
over and above the ufual Tribute ; the Terrir 
tory of Babylon contributes as much as is fofii- 
' cient for four of the twelve Months that make 
up the Year^ all the reft of AJia furnilhing no 
more than for eight Months only : So that the 
Country of JJJyria alone is accounted equiva- 
lent to one half of all the other Parts of Jfia^ 
The Government of this Region, which the 
Perfians call a Satrapy, is much more confi- 
derable than any other, and yielded an Artabe 
of Silver every Day to Stritiechmes the Son of 
Artabazus^ who was appointed Governor by 
the King. The Artabe is a ferfian Mealiire' 
containing three Chc3enixes more than the At- 
tick Medimnu^. Befides this Revenue, and his 
jHbrfes for War, a Studd of eight Hundred 
Stallions, and fixteen Thoufand Mares, oneHorfe 
%o twenty Marcs, was kept for him at the Ex- 
P«ice of the Country : And his Indian Pogs^ 
i^rere fo many, that four confiderable Towns in 
fhe Plain were exempted from all other Taxes, 
@Q Cofidition to prQVide Food for thofe Anin^ls. 

" ' "■ §u9n 
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Sucli Advantages belong'd to the Governor of 
Babylon. 'Little R^n telk m AJ}yria\ but the 
'Root of the Com is nourifti'd in another Man- 
ner; and though the Earth is not watered by 
the overflowing of the River, as in JEgyft \ 
-yet the Hands of Men and Watering- Engines, 
invented for that Purpofe, fupply the Lands 
with a fufficient Quantity of Moifture. For all 
the Country about Babylon is, like Mgyft^ di- 
vided by frequent Canals ; of which the largeft 
is navigable, and beginning at the Euphrates^ 
defcends towards the Winter^SoHMce, and falls 
into the River Tigris^ where the City of Ninus 
formerly ftood. No Part of the known World 
produces fb good Wheat ; but the Vine, the 
Olive and the Fig-Tree, were never feen in this 
Country. Yet, in Recompence, it abounds fo much 
in Corn, as to yield at all Times an Increafe of 
two Hundred for one ; and even three Hun- 
dred, when the Year is extraordinary fruitful, 
and the Climate feems to out-do itfelf. Wheat 
and Barley carry a Blade four full Digits ia 
Breadth : And though I well know to what a 
furprizing Height Milet and Sefama grow in 
thofe Parts, I ftiall be filent in that Particular ; 
becaufe the Truth would feem incredible to aU 
thofe who have never been at Babylon. They 
ufe no other Oil than fuch as is drawn fix)m Se- 
fama. The Palm-Tree grows naturally over all 
the Plain; and the greater Part bears Fruit; 
with which they make Bread, Wine, and Ho- 
ney. This Tree is cultivated as the Fig-Tree 5 
and they tie the Fruit of that which the Gre- 
cians call the MalcrPaUn, about thofe Trees 
that bear Dates, to the End that a Gnat may 
fnter and ripen the Fruit i^ lefl otherwife the 

Glan4 
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Gland fall before Maturity; for the Fruit of 
the Male-Palm, like that of the wild Fig-Tree, 
produces a Gnat. But the Thing which, next 
to the City, feems moft wonderful to me, 19 
this : The Veflels that defcend the River to Ba- 
iylon^ are round, and in great Meafure com- 
posed of Skins. For when they have cut die 
JRibbs out of Willows growing in the Hills of 
Armenia above Babylon^ they cover them with 
Hides extended on the Outfide, to ferve for a 
Bottom; making no Diilindion of Stem or 
Stem. Thefe Veflels thus fliap'd in the Form 
of a Buckler, they flow with Reeds, and ven- 
ture upon the River, freighted with Merchant, 
dize, and efpecially with Caflcs of Palm- Wine. 
Two Men ftandii^ upright with a Pole in the 
Hand of each, one pulling to, and the other 
putting off from himfelf, direft the Courfe of 
diefe Boats ; fome of which are very lai^e, and 
others of a lefs Size; but the moft capacious 
carry the Weight of five thoufand Talents. 
JEvcry Veflel has an Afs on Board, and the 
:greateft more. For after they arrive at Babylon,^ 
and have difpos'd of their Goqds^ they fell the. 
Kibbs of the Boat with the Reeds *, and loading^ 
the Hides on the Afles, return by Land to Ar-- 
tnenia ; the River not being navigable upwards, 
by reafon of the Rapidity of the Stream. For 
this Caufe they ufe Skins, rather than Timberji 
in fitting up thefe Veflels; and at their Re- 
turn to Armenia^ they build more after the 
iame Maimer. Such is the Account of that 
Navigation. For their Drefs, they wear ^ 
.Linen Shift down to the Feet, upon which 
diey have a Veft of Woollen Cloth, and a 
twhite Mantle over alL Their Sho^. are madj^ 

i» 
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in a Fafliion peculiar to the Country, not unlike 
thofe of the Boeotians. They wear long Hair, 
(Covering the Head with a Mitre, and anoint the 
whole Body with perfiim'd Oils. Every Man 
has a Ring with a Signet, and a StafF curioufly 
wrought ; on the Top of which is plac*d either 
an Apple, a Rofe, a Lily, or an Eagle, or fome 
other Thing ; for to wear a Stick without fuch 
an Ornament, is accounted indecent. Among 
their Cuftoms, they had one moft prudently 
ieftablilh'd ; and another, which I approve, ana 
which, J hear, the Henetes of Elyria likewife 
ufe. In every Diftrift they annudly aflembled 
all the Virgins of marriageable Age on a certain 
Pay ; and when the Men were come together, 
and ftood round the Place, the Crier rifing up, 
fold one after another, always px)pofing the 
moft beautiful lirft ; and having fold her for a 
great Sum of Gold, he puts up the Maid who 
was efteem'd fecond in Beauty, On this Occa- 
fion the richeft of the Babylonians us'd to con- 
tend for the faireft Wife, and to outbid one ano- 
ther. But the Vulgar thinking they had no 
great need of handfome Women, were content- 
ed to take the ugly and lame with Money ^ 
For when all the beautiful Virgins were fold, 
the Crier order'd the moft defbrm'd to ftand 
up ; and after he had openly demanded, who 
would marry her with a fmall Sum, (he was at 
length adjudg'd to the Man that would be fa- 
tisfed with the leaft. And in this Manner the 
Money arifmg by the Sale of the handfome, 
ferv'd for a Portion to thofe, who were either 
of difagreeable Looks, or under any other Im- 
perfeftion of Body. A Father was not permit- 
tfd tQ indulge his own Fancy in the Choice 
*' ' " of 
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of a Hufbond for his Daughter ; neither might 
the Purchafer carry off the Woman he £id 
bought, without giving fufficient Security to 
coh5>it with her as his Wife : If he refus'a, he 
was obliged to reftore the Money he had re- 
ceived. Yet Men of another Diftrift might 
come and buy if they thought fit* All thefe 
Ptecautions were taken, that Women might 
not be ill-us*d, nor forc'd away into other Pro- 
vinces. But this excellent Law, which in for- 
mer Time was ftridly obferv'd, is now totally 
ftbolifti'd. For after the Taking of Babylon^ they 
iiiffer'd great Calamities, and were reduced to 
iiich Extremities in their private Fortunes, that 
all the meaner Sort proftitute their Daughters .for 
a Living. Another Cuftom they have, which 
dcferves the fecond Praife. All fick Perfons arc 
brought out into the moft frequented Places, 
(for they ufe no Phyficians ;) and as thofe who 
come thither, always enquire concerning the 
Difeafe of the Patient, when they find that they 
Jiave been afflided with the*fame, or have feen 
others in a like Condition, they advife him to 
do as they did to cure themfelves, gr a$ others^ 
they knew, had done in the fame Cafe. For, ta 
pafs filently before the Sick, without enquir-r 
mg into the Nature of their Diftemper, is 
among them accounted a Crime. They em^ 
bahn the dead in Honey, and their fiineral La-^ 
mentations are like thofe of the -Egyptians, 
When a Babylonian defigns to accompany with 
his Wife, he firft bums Incenfe, fitting on one 
Sde of the Fire, while fhe does the fame oa 
the other; and about Break of Day they go 
both into a Bath, as the Arabians likewife do, 
oefufing to touch any Thing till they have wafh'dt 

Never* 
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Neverthelefs they have one eftablifii'd Cuftom^ 
which is infamous in the higheft Degree. For 
every Woman is oblig'd, once in her Life, ta 
fit down openly in the Temple of Fenusj in or- 
der to proftitute herfelf to lome Strangar. Yet 
becaufe the moft Wealthy difdain to expofe 
themfelves in Publick among the reft, many 
come in cover'd Chariots to the Gates of the 
Temple, and make that their Station, with a 
numerous Train of Servants attending at a Dif- 
tance. But the far greater Part enter mto the 
Temple, and fit down crown*d with Garlands, 
fome continually going out, and others coming 
in. The Galleries where tJiey fit are built in a 
ftraight Line, and open on every Side, that all 
Strangers may have a free Paf&ge to chufe fuch 
Women as they like beft. When a Woman 
has feated herfelf, flie muft not return home^ 
till fome Stranger throw a Piece of Silver into 
her Lap, and lie with her at fome Diftance from 
the Temple ; ufing this Form as he gives her the 
Money. I befeecb the Goddefs Mylitta to favour 
^bee : For the Aflyrians call Venus by that Name. 
The Law forbids any Woman to refufe this Pre- 
fent, how fmall foevcr, becaufe fuch Money is 
accounted facred : And commands her to follow 
the firft that offers it, without rejeding any 
Man. Having fatisfied this Obligation, and per- 
formed her Duty to the Goddefs, flie returns 
home ; and after that Time is never more to be 
obtained by any Prefents, how great foever. 
Thofe Women who excel in Beauty and Shape, 
are' loon difmifs'd ; but the Deform'd are fome- 
times neceflitated to wait three or four Years, 
before they can fatisfy the Law. * The Cyprians 
have a Cuftom not unlike to this in fome Farts 
2 of 
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bf .the Mand of Cyprus. The Babylonians have 
three Tribes among them, who eat nothing but 
Fifh 5 which they order in this Manner : When 
they have taken and dry'd the Fifh in the Sun^ 
they throw them into a Mortar ; and after hav- 
ing reduced the whole Subftance to a Kind of 
Mealy they cleanfe it through a linen Search; 
making it up into Cakes, as they have Occafion^ 
and baking it as Bread. And thefe are the Cuf- 
toms of the Babylonians. 

CTRUS having fubdued this Natiofi^ grew 
very defirous to conquer the Maf&getes, who 
are accounted a great and valiant People. They 
inhabit towards the Eaft, and the Rifing-Surt 
beyond tht'Rivtr Araxes^ over-againft the Ifle- 
donians ; and fome &y they are Scythians. Many 
think the Araxes to be greater than the IfteVi 
and others, lefs ; containing, as they fay^ diveris 
Iflands, equal to Lejboi in Circumference, and 
inhabited by Men, who during the Summer feed 
upon all manner of Roots, which they dig out 
of the Ground, and for their Winter-Provifion 
lay up the ripe Fruits they find upon the Trees. 
They add, that a certain Tree growing in this^ 
Country, produces Fruit of fuch a Nature, that 
when the Inhabitants meet together in Compa- 
ny, and throw a Quantity of it upon the Fire, 
they become intoxicated as they fit round the 
Steam, no lefs than the Grecians by drinking 
Wine : That the more they fling on, the more 
drunk they grow, and that when they find 
themfelves in this Condition, they rife up to' 
dance and fing. In this Manner thefe Iflanders 
are reported to live. The Araxes defcends from 
the Hills of Matiene^ (as I obferv'd before 6f the 
River Gyndes^ which Cyrus tum*d into three 
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Htundred and fixty Trenches,) and, except one 
Stream which runs into the Cafpian Sea^ dif- 
charges all its Waters by forty feveral Paflagea 
into certain Fens and Lakes ; where 'tis faid the 
Inhabitants feed only upon raw Fifti, and cloath 
therhfelves in the Skins of Sea-Calves. The 
Cafpian has no Communication with any other 
Sea ; whereas that which the Grecians navigate, 
together with the Red Sea^ and the Atlantick^ 
lying beyond the Columns of Hercules^ are but 
one Sea. The Length of the Cafpian is as much 
as a Veffel with Oars can make in fifteen Days ; 
and to crofs the Breadth in the wideft Part, rer 
quires eight. This Sea is bounded on the Weft 
by Mount Caucafus^ the greateft and higheft of 
ail Mountains ; contdning many different Na- 
tions, who for the moft Part live upon fuch 
Things as the Earth produces without Cultiva- 
tion. In this Country, *tis faid, they have a 
cert^n Tree, the Leaf of which, when bruifed 
and diluted with Water, ferves to paint the 
Figures of various Animals on their Garments, 
with a Colour that never fades ; that thefe Fi- 
gures are not wafti'd out by Water ; but con- 
tinue to wear as if they had been woven in the 
Cloth ; and that thefe People never conceal 
themfelves when they ufe the Company of Wo- 
men, any more than do Cattle. Mount CaU" 
cafus^ as I faid before, is extended on the Weft 
of the Cafpian Sea ; and on the Eaft, towards 
the Rifing of the Sun, lies a Plain of immenfe 
Extent. The greater jPart of this Country iS 
inhabited by the Maflagetes, againft whom Cy- 
rus was fo vehemently inclined to make War. 
The Motives that pum*d him on to this Ehter- 
|)rize, were marjy and powerfuU principally^ 

becauf^ 



1 2t HER ODOfVS. fiook t 

bccaufc his Birth had infpyd him ifith ah O- 
pinion that he was fomething ^bove a Man; 
and good Forttine had fo cohilantly attended 
him, in all his military Expeditions^ that he 
had conquered as many Nations as he had at- 
tacked. The Maflkgetcs were at this Time imder 
the Governnlent of Tomyrisi . who had been 
Wife to their laft King : And this gave Cyrui 
a Pretext to fend Ambaflador^ to her,- with 
Propofals of Marri^^e in liis Name. . But To- 
myris believing he only courted the Kingdom^ 
and not hei* Perfon^ fent to forbid them* to pro- 
ceed in their Journey. Upon this Cyrus^ per- 
ceiving his Artifice inefFedual, puU'd off the 
Mafk ; and openly advancing with his Army 
againft the Maflagetes^ arrived at the River 
Araxes ; over which he laid Bridges of Boatsf 
for the Paflage of his Forces, and fortified 
thofe Bridges with Towers. Whilft he wasr 
employed in this Work, Tomyris fent him a 
Meffage by a Herald, in thefe Terms ; " King 
** of the Medes, defift from the Enterprize 
** thou haft begun with fo great Diligence ; for 
** thou art not fure the End will prove fortu- 
*' nate. Be contented to govern thy own Do- 
** minions, and fuffer us to rule the Country 
** we poffefs. But if thou wilt not hearken to 
** my Counfel, and art refolv'd to prefer every 
** Thing before Peace ; in a Word, if thou haft 
** fo great a Defire to make Trial of thy Forces 
** againft the Maflagetes, toil no longer in vain 
** to build Bridges over the Araxes ; but pais 
*' boldly to this Side, whilft I retire with my 
*• Army full three Days March from the River :- 
** Or, if this Condition pleafe thee not, receive 
** us into thy Territories on the iame Terms.*'' 

Whetf 



Whefa tyrus hearci tibU Meitage, lie Call'd i 
Council of all the principd Periiaris -, and ^er 
he h4d laid the Prbpofal befoi^ thiem, and de- 
hianded their Opinion^ they uriahimoufly advis'd 
him to let TmyHs/p?S% With hel* Army into his 
l^ominbns. But Crafus the L^diah, who wad 
prefent ih the Afleniblyj dilapproving their 
Counfel, (poke thus ioCyrui% " Sir> in Pur- 
** fuance of the Ptojhife I miadfe Voui when Ju-^ 
** piter delivered me intb your Hands^ I will al- 
** wajns, to the utmoft of my Power, endea- 
*V vour to prevent the Misfortunes I fee impend* 
** ing over your Head i and hiy own Calami-^ 
*' ties, however" fevcre, have contributed fome- 
*' thing to my Infltuftioti. If you think youi"- 
** felf immbrtal, and your Army to have the 
** like Prerogative^ 'tis heedlefs for me to tell 
** you my Opinion. But if you know you aife 
** no more than a Man \ aftd that the Forces 
** you command are Men likewife, confider, ih 
** the firft Place^ that the continual Rotation 
'* of human Aflfairs never fufiers the fame Per-^ 
** fon to be always profperous. For this, and 
** other ReafohS, I am oblie'd to diflent from 
•* the Advice of all this Aftembly, touching the 
*' Queftion now before us. For if we deter- 
•* mine to receive the Enemy into this Coun- 
** try, and happen to be defeated, you will be 
•• in Danger or lofing all your Dominions \ be* 
^' caufe no Man can imagine, that after fuch a 
*' Viftory the MafGigetes would prefently retire 
** with their Forces; but rather immediately 
*' fall upon your Territories : And if you fhould 
•* conquer, th^ Advantage of your Viftory 
*• could be no Way comparable to thofe you will 
•* obtain by beating them in thdr pwn Country, 
K *• and 
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*' For thou haft not only enfranchised the Per- 
** fians, who before were Servants ; but ad- 
•* vanc'd them from the G)ndition of Slaves, 
•* to the Power of commanding other Nations : 
" And therefore whatever Vifion has reprefented 
*' my Son contriving any Thing againft thee, I 
•' freely furrender him to be treated in theMan- 
•' ner thou Ihalt command.** Having made this 
Anfwer, Hyjtafpes repafs'd the River Araxesy and 
when he aniv*d in Per/la^, plac'd a Guard upon 
his Son Darius. 

• In the mean Time Cyrus advanced one Day's 
March beyond the River ; and after (bme ftay, 
purfuant to the Counfel of Crcsfus^ retired again, 
with all his beft Troops •, leaving only the worft 
of his Men behind him. Thefe the Maflagetcs 
attacked with a third Part of their Army, and 
after fome Refiftance, cut in Pieces. Which 
having done, and feeing a plentiful Feaft pre- 
pared, they eat and drank to fuch Excefs, that 
^ey fell afleep ujxjn the Spot. In this Con- 
dition they were furpriz*d by the Perfians, who 
kill'd many, and took a greater Number Pri- 
foners ; among them SpargapifeSj Son to Toff^^ 
risy and General of the Maflagetes. The Queen 
hearing the Misfortune of her Son, and one 
Part of her Army, fent a Herald to Cyrjis with 
a Meflage in thefe Words ; '* O CyruSy thou 
•' infatiable Hunter of Blood, be not v^n and 
*' infolent ; if, by the Fruit of the Vine, which 
** none of you can bear without raving, and 
*' which never enters into your Bodies without 
•' bringing up all Manner of unbecoming Lan- 
** guage •, if, I fay, by this treacherous Poifon, 
** thou haft circumvented my Son, inftead of 
•* conquering him by Valour in the Field. 

": ' " How- 
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•' However, for the prefent take the beft Coun- 
•* fel I can give. Reftore my Son: Depart out 
** of this Country, and reft fatisfied with having 
" furpriz*d a third Part of my Army by Fraud. 
*' But if thou wilt not do thefe Things, I fwear 
" by the Sun, who is the Lord of the Maf- 
^ fagetes, to give thee Blood enough ; infati^- 
•* ble as thou art.'* After this Meffage, which 
had no EfFedl upon Cyrus ^ Sfargapifes the Son 
of Totir/riSj bdng recovered from his Wine, 
and perceiving the Difafter that was fall'n upon 
Tiim, begged of Cyrus to be unbound 5 and hav- 
ing obtained hi3 Requeft, no fooner found his 
Hands at Liberty, than h^ immediately kill'd 
himfelf. But ^onrfris finding her Advice flight- 
ed by CyruSy aflembled all her Forces, and en- 
gaged the Perfians in a Battle ; which I think 
to have been the moft obftinate that ever was 
fought by Barbarians. At firft, as I am inform'd^ 
whilft the two Armies were at a Diftance, they 
fent Showers of Arrows upon each other ; and 
after they had quite emptied their Quivers, and 
thrown all their Javelins j they join'd in clofe 
Fight with their Swords and Spears. In this 
Manner thpy continued for a long Time, fighting 
with equal Fury ; but at length the Maf&getes 
had the Vi<3:ory, moft of the Perfian Army be- 
ing cut in Pieces, and Cyrus himfelf kill'd in the 
Place, nfter he had reign'd Twenty nine Years. 
^amyris found the Body of Cyrus ^ among the 
flaih-, jmd having cut off the Head, threw it 
into a Ve^el fill'd with human Blood, which 
flie had purpofely prepared ; faying, in an infult- 
ing Mannor j *^ Thou didft, indeed, treacheroufly 
*' furprize and deftroy my Son; but I, who 
♦^ furyiye, and am thy Cbnqueror, will uow 
K 3 " make 
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f « make good my Word, smd pte th« Bboci 
** enough.?* Such was the End of Cypm y and 
though many othep things^ ztt imA of hiitiy f 
have reftrain^d my Relation to tji^^r wkichi td 
Jne feem beft attefted. 

The Maflagetcs refembte the Scydkiaiw in 
their H^bit and Way of Lrving: They hav^ 
both Horfe wid Pctot in tJiw Arndtis: THefr 
Weapons of War are Arrows, Javellne, and 
Scymetcrs: About their Arm^ they ufeRratfe m 
(Ootd; for the Bfad^ of their Sirymetw is Brafi^ 
and theit Javelins and Arrows are ^'imed wWi 
the fmne Meta?h ?^M their H^lmetSt Bittesy ami 
6ody Armour are adorned witlh Gil4* '^''^ 
arm their Horfes whh a Brctt^pktc of Bpafs^ 
and the ftidfe, With all the reft of Ae Furm- 
ture, i* enriched with Gold. They ufe no Sil- 
ver nor Iron, for neither of thdfe Metrfa. ars 
found' in their Country. As f5br their Manaew* 
every one marries a Wife ; but they Me with 
Aofe Women in common -^ and thfe G*cckiM 
tniftake^ when they attribute thia Ctxftiiim tof 
ihe Scythiansv whicft is pcculi» to *he Maffi- 
getes; among whom, whenever ^ Marf defiits 
to have the Coitopany of a Woman, h« faangl 
tip his Quiver at the Head of hid Cte|iiW^ artd 
iifes her Without Shame. The YieArft of Xi/k 
iivc not limited by any Law: but afeir arMari 
has attairt-d to old Age> all hii^ ReJatlofis.mfeet, 
and facrrfice him^ with Cattle of fev«ral Kinds; 
^nd when they have boiled all the Flefh together, 
they fit down as to a Fcaft. This Death they 
account the iifioft happy ; for they never eat tl^ 
Bodies of thofe who die by Sicknefe^ but bury 
them in the Earth, and think it ft great Mlsfot- 
tune, that they did not attaih to be feerific-rf. 
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Thdr Drink is Milk ; and they fow nothing % 
contenting themfelves with the Flefti of Ani- 
mals, and Fifh, which the River Araxes yields 
in abundance. They adore the Sun only of all 
the Gods, and ^crifice Horfes to his Deity; 
judging it moft proper to offer the fwifteft of all 
Animals to the (Wifteft of all the Gods. 
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EUTERPE. 

A ■ FTER the Death of Cyrus^ Cambyfes 

f\ fucceeded him in the Kingdom. He 
/ % was the 5on of Cyrus^ and of Cajfandana 

\ the Daughter of Pbarnafpes ; who dy- 

ing fome Time before, was publickly lamented by 
Cyrusj and in Obedience to his Command, by sdl 
the People of his Dominions. Born of thefe Pa- 
rents, Cambyfes treated the lonians and iEolians 
zA his Patrimonial Servants ; and having deter- 
ntn'd to invade ^gyptj conftrain'd the Grecians 
tnat were fubjeA to him, to join his other For- 
c^, and to attend him in his Expedition. 

: The ^Egyptians who liv*d before the Reign 
of Pfanmeticbusy thought themfelves the moft 
antient People of all the World. But fincc the 
Experiment he madc^ to find out the Truth of 
that Matter, they have yielded the Priority to 
t&e Phrygi^s, ftill efteeming themfelves the fe- 
cond in Antiquity. For' after Pfatfmeticbus'^h^d 
long endeavoured in vain to difcover who were 
the firit Men, he at laft contriv'd this Expedient. 

He 
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fi[e took two Male Children newly born of poor 
Parents, and putting them into the Hands of a 
Shepherd to be brought up among his Flocks, 
commanded him not tQ permit any one to fpeak 
in their hearing ; but to lay them in a foUtary 
Cottage ; to brin^ thpm Goats tp fuQk* at cei^ 
lain lime3, aod wkea he fhouM psrceive. th^ 
were fatiated with Milk, to nourifh them with 
other Food. Thefe Orders Pfammeticbui gave,, 
that he might be informed, what Word would 
firft break from the Children, when they Aiould 
begin to articulate; and the Succefe was an- 
fwerable to his E^pedla^ion. Fpr at thd ^d of 
two Yctrs, a$ the. Shepherd to whpft Qwthey 
were committed, was one Day entring the Cot- 
tage, and had alreadv opened the Door, both 
the Children ran to him, and holding out Hieir 
Hands, cried Bekkos. The Shepherd ^ ftrft 
&id nothing*, but after he had often obierv'd 
thai this Word was ever repeated at his copiin^ 
In, he acquainted the King with wha,t had hap* 
pen'd, and by his Conunand brought the Chu- 
crtn into his ftefencq. PfammeHcbus. haying 
lie^d the fenie, inquired in the next place, iF 
any Nation ipade ufe of the Word B^khs'^ 
and when he found by Inquiry 5^ that thePhry* 
jpans call Brea(J by that Narpe, the JEJgyptians 
conCcnted to tajc^ Ais fdt a Proof,, mat the 

^Phrygians were the more antient People. This 
RclatiQji I had at M^bis from the Priefts of 

[Vukan. But the Grecians, among many oth^ 
lidiculous things, report, that Pfammeticbus de- 

'liver'd thefe Children to be broyght up by cer- 
tain Women, whofe Tongues he caused to be 

"cut out. Divers other things I heard at ikft»*- 



fi^3^ in. fevesal ConfeKBnaaaLl haxl mridn ths Pneftar 
jo£ Vvhan. \ we»t a^ iNr SfiftcfanEf and tor^Heli^ 
qpolh^ m otxlar to ftr whedieir tbtaii Accounts 
might agree witii what: I Bad iKaodi al Mmpbis^ 
ibr tific HelflDpobtanar am efteasmfd tfi)» wi&flr of 
ail the ^Egyptians. Their Efi/comsfia touching 
lixe God&» I sni8! not very wtUiog ta puUift^ 
nctept oi^ their Namnsat*, ii{^)ofifig tfaa^ all 
Men think alike caneerning than:: And duarci- 
fore I ikall fsjp no moie ^ thofe matters iimx 
the Thread of my Narration afafi^bbely inqiiicesb 
Pi34! a» for hiunant Stiencrs^ daey al£ agseOi. diaf 
tber Egyptians: were Ao &A Weatesr cf tiss 
Yeary winchi they dkidsd mAo tMndKre Farte,. by 
niean? of the Knowledge they had oS d^e Stars: 
la thiG^ as 1 think, mom abfe than the Gcee^ 
fms^ whpi tar< nuriss. vBp tise Tirae^ timm ia aa 
ktercalatory Mbntji ev«ry thibd Yeac: Whtre» 
the Egyptians ^ktmug tiiirty Days t^ each of 
^ twehre Motttiis,. nd adding flito Days to 
icach Year, tender' the MeicQlGrtian of TSanr 
jtcpaal and regular* They fasd diSb, that thf 
.^^yptians wem the firfr vho< garc Naaxo^ tt 
the twelve Gods;, and that m^ Qcedaoft ka4 
thofe Naanes fix)nt them ; that ^y ei»9»d tb^ 
firft Altars, Zmages, and Ten^leSu to tbft Qod^ 
^d canr'd the Figures, of AniBMtk oit Stono; 
moA of wUch they deawtiftstted tQ b^ ib ia 
iiA. They added^ that Mmcoi waa tfae iirft 
Kingv who nign'd in the World ^ and thai hi 
his Time all JSgypty except the: Comtry of 
SiMis^ was. one Mara& } no part of the pinfenf: 
liand appearing then bdow the Ldkd Atfris^ 
wbkh ia feven Days Pif&ge fironiLtke Sea fay the 
^y of the Riv^. Inde^ toi nift tibey ibm'd 

to 
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to fpeak rationally touching this Region. For 
any Man of Underftanding will eafily perceive 
at iight, tho' he had never heard thefe things, 
that thofe Parts of jEgypt which the Grecians 
freouent with their Shipping, are an Acceilioit 
of jLand beftow*d upon the ^Egyptians by the 
River : And fo is all that Gauntry, which Men 
iee beyond the Lake during a Fai&ge of three 
Days -, of which yet thefe -Egyptians laid no- 
thing. Befides, when a Ship bound to Mgypt 
rides at a Diftance of a whole Day's Sail from 
the Port, if a Man try the Sounding, he ihall 
draw up his Plummet covered with Mud, even 
where the Sea is eleven Fathom deep ; which 
plainly fhews, that all that Earth was brought 
down thither by the River. The -^Egyptian 
Coaft extending, as we reckon, from the Bay 
of PUntbene to the Lake Selbonis under Mount 
Cafius^ is (ixty Schcsnes in Length. And here 
we muft obferve, that thofq Nations who have 
only fmall Territories, meafure their Land by 
the Rod ; fuch as have more, by the Stade % 
and thofe who have verjr much, by the Para-^ 
ilanges, each confifting of thirty Stades. But in 
Countries of vaft Extent, they account by the 
Schoene, which is an .Egyptian Meafure equal 
to fixty Stades; .So that the whole Coaft of 
Mgypt is three thoufand and fix hundred Stades 
in Length. From the Sea upwards to the Ci-^ 
ty oi HeliopoliSj the Country is a fpacious Le-» 
Vel, without Rivers, yet moift and gluti-. 
nous. The Diftance from the Sea to Heliopolis^ 
is about the fame, as from the Altar of the 
twelve Gods in Attica to Pifa and the Temple 
of Olympian Jupiter* For whoever will com- 
pare 
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pare thefe Ways^ fhall find by Computation that 
they differ not oiie from the other above fif- 
teen Stades ; the Road leading to Pi/a wanting 
no more of one thouland five hundred Stades, 
which is juft the Number that lie between the 
Sea and Heliopolis. From this Qty upwards, 
jEgypt is narrow, and fhut up on one fide by 
the Mountains of Arabia^ which form a conti-^ 
nued Line, extending from the North to the 
South and South- Weft, fill they reach the Red 
Sea. In thefe Hills are found Quarries of 
Stone, which were us*d in building the Pyra- 
mids of Memphis. But I have heard, that to 
travel this Country over in the wideft Part from 
Eaft to Weft, is a Journey of two Months \ 
and that the moft Eaftwardly Limits produce 
Frankincenfe in abundance. On that fide of 
jEgypt which borders upon Ubya^ are other 
Mountdns, very rocky and covered with Sand. 
They contain divers Pyramids, and ftand ov^r- 
againft thofe of Arabia which ftretch to the 
Southward. So that the Country is narrow be- 
yond Heliopolis J as far as one can pafs in four 
Days Voyage up the River; which is not 
much, if we confider the Extent of Mgypt. 
Between the Mountains before-mention'd the 
Land is level, and, in the narroweft Part, feems 
to me not above two hundred Stades, in Breadth, 
from the Arabian to the Lybian Hills : But be- 
yond thefe Streights the Country grows wider 
again. Such is the Form and Situation of this 
R^on. From Heliopolis to ^ebes Men pais 
by Water in nine Days, the Diftance between 
thofe two Cities being four thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty Stades, which amount to 
eighty one Schoenes. In Cbnclufion \ the Coaft 

of 



t4^ tiEkSDOTffS, Bookil; 

nf Eg^ty a$ I iaid bofbre, coatsiiiis' m Ijeogtiit 
three thoufkhd and fix iuutdivd SOades: itbeia^ 
is difbnt ifom the Sea 'fk likDiifimdQiieiiundcQdE 
and twenty i and the City 4»f ekphamis tl^ 
diundred and twmity ifrom ^das. The fflaBatnr 
Part df all this*Country, as? die <Pi4dS$ iiitonnd 
tee, and ^ I juc^ icif what Jf&w, is an JfLc-' 
cdffion of iLand to dxe j^gyptians. lior ttkc 
iPkins thstt Ij^e betwseri the Aifeuntams hefoni: 
Memphis i iscta to life to Irave iveii ^ibimnBrly qt 
Say of die Sea: And i have thb (fiime £)pinifm 
•of thofe about Uliumi Tmahrania^ EftkefuSj ani 
^QMaeahJer^ if 1 may <be penmtted to cam-, 
/pare ftnall things widi <great : ii'or none of ait 
(thetRhrers that ^hatre tlwDwn but Earth in dus 
4mnher oh thofe iRegiem,^ an juiHy be bjrou|^ 
in Compedtiotx with ^ahy p^ie of ^tfae feven 
'Chann^ od^ktNile; I might mehton other 
Jlirers ^vrhidh iiave *^rought die like jBffeft,' 
^Did^ dfb'^not tfoGoniidemble as ih&'Nile have 
«fet dtirie>grwt thingsof^this Nature. Of thefe,' 
<Me f^ lSk6 moft remaflable is the jlcbekis^y 
iNrHuch paiffihg'thm* Jicanumkij and filing itim 
^the Sea iby the 'Eebmadss^ has aheady jpinVl 
•one kalf'6f«tii©fc'Jflaadstto the-Qmtinent, . :Be- 
ttbicsj ^ there is a iiay^ «not far from JEgypt^^ 
tisfsoiching'oat ^from the Ued Sea^ tho^ belong- 
.iig to -rfrirfm, 'whidi is long and narrow, irt 
iiie /manner J fhlll here : deferibe : 'From the in- 
iKtmoft »Part of tiiis ^fiay tx) the : broad Sea, t^e 
i^$effzgt is c^f as great a Length as a >VdfeI 
^th Qstfs can petforni in i forty 'Efeys ; and yet 
fthe Breadth in the wideft Place is no more than 
:liaif a Day over. The Tides of this Gulph 
vare ftrong; the Waters ebb and 4ow daily ;*. 
-afid^I«ain i>f Opituon ^ksttjE^ft ^as^ntkntJy 

penetrated 
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^iiieMted in like fhtoner bjr an Ann of the 
Sea, entring on the NoilA fide, and afcending 
towards Ethiopia i ^ that of Arabia^ which I 
mentioned before, ftretchts from the South to^ 
Wards "Sjfia ; and that the Extremities of thcfe 
two hiad <MiJy a natrrow Tffaft of Land lying 
between, and feparating the one from the ottier. 
^owj if the Nile would turn its Stream into 
. *TOe Arabian Sinus ^ what could hinder that Ri- 
'Ver item lillin|r the Channel with Earth in 
twenty thdufana Years ? For, as I am pcrfua^ 
ded that the other has fuflfer*d t!ie like Change 
within the SMi:e of ten thoufand Years before 
my Time J 1 pfefume that this, or even t, 
much gr^t^ Channel may be filPd up in that 
Time Dy fuch a vigorous aiftd aboimding Ri- 
ver. The Thitig^ t&refbre which I heard con- 
cendr\g JS^ypfi together with the Tcftimonf 
of my own "Eyes^ induce me to this Opinion ; 
efpecklly having dbferv*d, that this Country fies 
lower than the ntyct adjoining liegion 5 ttew: 
Siells are found on the Hills 5 that a brtcldfti 
Humour ifliung from the Earth corrocies the 
Stones of the Pyramids ; and that among all 
the Mountains of Mgypt^ tins afone which is 
Situate above Memphis^ abounds in Sand. Be- 
fidesj JSgyp is utterly unlike all the adjacent 
Countries, whether of Arabia^ Libya^ or Syria ; 
(for the maritim Parts of Arabia are inhabited 
by Syrians j) the Soil being black, loofe, and 
apparently fuch as the Nile brings down from 
JSibiopia : Whereas we know that the Earth of 
Libya is reddifti, and mix'd with Sand ; as that 
of Arabia and Syria is cither Stony, or *mix*<l 
with Clay. Another Particular, of great Mo- 
ment to confirm what is faid touching this Coun- 
2 try. 
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try, I had from the Pricfts ; who afHrm, that^ 
under the Reign of Myris^ if the Nik to(t £6 
the height of eight Cubits, all the Lands' 6f 
Mgypt were fufficiently watered i And yet My- 
ris had not been nine hundred Years deaa, wheti 
I received this Information. But iri our timc^ 
tonlefs the River fwefls to fixteen Cubits, or fif-* 
teen at leaft, the Country is not covered with 
Water. So that if the Soil continued to in-^ 
creafe in the fame Proportion as iri Ages paftV 
I am perfuaded, that thofe who inhabit • below 
the Lake of Myris^ and in all that Part which 
is cali*d Delta^ muft for ever fuffer by a Defi- 
ciency of Water: The fame Cakmify, they 
us'd to iay, muft at (bme time fall upbn the Gre^ 
cians. For having heard that all the Lands of" 
Greece were watered by Rain^ and noty ab JS^ 
gyPU hy Rivers ; they faid the GrecikhSy at 
fome time or other, would be difappbinted of 
their Hopes* and ftarve : Meaning^ if Jupitef 
Ihould not afford Rain, but fend dry Seafons in 
the place of wet, they muft perifh by Famine^ 
having no other Water than that which the' 
Heavens are pleas'd to beftow, I acknowledge 
this Difcourfe is pot altogether groundlefs % yet 
in return, I defire to know of the ^gyptians^ 
what Expedient they could invent to preferve 
themfelves from ftarving, if, as I faid before, all 
the Land below Memphis^ which vifibly riics 
every Year, fhould continue hereafter to increafe 
in the fame Proportion ; when the Country fhall 
neither be watered by Rain ftbm Heaven, nor 
the River be fufficient to afcend above the Soil. 
At this Day indeed, no People in the World, 
nor m the reft of yEgypt^ enjoy the Produdti- 
ons ^ the Earth with fo Uttk Labour. They 

•ate 
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kcc exempted fiom the Tdil of Plowing and 
Digging, and other painful parts of Huflmndry^^ 
to which all the reft of Mankind are fubjefti 
JFor as foon as the River has oVerflow'd the Coun-^ 
try, and retreated dgain^ every Man fpws hia 
own Land -, and having put in his Hggs to 
tread the Seed into the Ground, expedd thd 
Harveft without farther Care •, and when that 
Seafoh comes, lets in his Hogs again, to fliake 
the Grain Out of the Ear^ and had .iio Qther 
Trouble, than to lay up his Corn., But if wb 
fliould follow the Opinion of the IbniariSj whd 
fay, that the Country of Deltii alone is prbperly 
csilVdjEgypt i extending along, the Shore from 
the Tower of Perfeus to the Salt-Pits of Pelu^ 
Jiumi forty. Schoenes ih^Xehgthi arid from the 
Sea upwar(is, to the City of Cercafiray where 
the Nile divides^ and defcends towards Pelufium 
and Canopus ; attributihg thfe reft df M^fpt part- 
ly to htbya and partly to Arabia ; we ftwuld 
evidently inferi that the jflEgyptiand had not 
formerly any Gouhtry. For they themfelves ac- 
knowledge^ and I concur ih Opinion with them^ 
that 'Delta is fdrm*d of the Soil which the Rivei:- 
has brought dbwn^ and did not alway^ exift. 
And if tibis be true, to What End were they foj 
ibllicitous to be thought the moft antient of all 
People ?, Sure they might have forborn to try 
by an Experiment^ what Language phildrert 
would .firft fpeafc. For my own part, I am not 
of Opinion that the jflEgyptians are precifely 
toaetaneous with the Country which ti)ie joriians 
call Delta \ tut that, they always were,^ fincc 
Men have been : And that as the Soil increasi'd 
gradually, many came dowA from the highfeif 
Parts to inhabit the new form'd Earth ^ afid 

ir ijiinjr 
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many continued in thdr former Poi^ffions. For 
the Province of Thebes went antiently by the 
Name of Mgyft^ and comprehends fix thou&nd 
one hundred and twenty Stades in Qrcumfe- 
rence. If therefore we judge rightly of thefe 
tilings, the Opinion of the lonians is erroneous % 
but if their Sentiment be well grounded, we 
fliall fhew, that neither the Grecians nor the 
lonians reafon well, when they fay the World 
is divided into three Parts*, Europe^ Afta^ and 
JJhya ; becaufe they plainly add a fourth, if the 
JEgyptian Delta be not a Part either of Libya^ 
or of AJia. For, by their reafoning, the Nik 
does not feparate y^<J from Libya ^^ that River 
dividing at the Point of Dilta^ and rowling 
down on each fide of a Region, which being 
thus encompafs*d, can belong neither to Libya 
nor to JJia. But not to infift longer on the 
Opinion of the lonians, I prefume, that all the 
Countries which the Egyptians inhabit, ought 
to be accounted JEgypt^ as thofe of the CiKci- 
ans and Aflyrians are known by the Names of 
Cilicia and Ajfyria. Neither can I imagine what 
Parts may be properly called the Bounds of AJia 
and Libya^ except the Limits of Mgypt. Yet 
if we follow the Opinion which the Grecians 
embrace, we muft fay, that all Mgyft below the 
Catadupians and the City of Elephantis^ is divi- 
ded into two Parts under two diftinft Names, 
one belonging to Libya^ and the other to Afia. 
For the Nile defcending from the Catadupians, 
pafles thro* the midft of Mgypt in one Channel 
towards the Sea, to the City of Cercafora^ and 
there feparates into three. That which runs out 
to the Eaftward is called the Peluftan Mouth: 
The feeond inclining Weftward, goes by the 

Name 
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Name of Canopean : And the third Channel de- 
fcending from above by a ftraightLine, pafles thro^ 
the midft of DeUa^ and being no way inferior 
to the other two in Fame^ or Quantity of Wa- 
ter, is calPd the Mouth of Sebennytus \ whfencd 
two more are deriv'd, which take their Names 
from the Cities of Sais and Mendes^ and flow in- 
to the Sea, For thofe of Bolbitis and Bucolis 
were hot form'd by Nature, but are owing tci 
the Induftry of Men. To this Opinion con- 
ternirig the Extent of Mgypt^ I have the con- 
turring Teftimony of the Oracle of Ammon ^ 
which yet I had hot heard before I was folly 
perfuaded of thefe things. For the People who 
inhabit the Cities of Afis and Marea^ fituate ort 
the Frontier of ASgypf^ next to the Borders o£ 
Libyaj impiatient of the -Egyptian Superftition^' 
knd unwilling to abflain from the Flefh of Hei- 
fers, were very defirous to be accounted Libyans 
rather than -Egyptians; and to that End con- 
sulting the Oracle of Ammon^ profefs*d they had 
ho Relation to the -Egyptians, becaufe they liv'd 
out of t)eltaj and could by no means agree 
with them, but defir*d to eat all manner of Food 
^thout Diftiftftion. Neverthelefsj the God re- 
jeding their Requeft^ pronoun^pM, That ASlgypt 
comprehends all the Territories which are over- 
flowed by the Nik ; and that all thofe who drink 
of that River below the City of Elepbantis^ are 
;ff gyptians. 

Th b Inundations of the Nile m>t only covef 
DeUa^ but the Frontier of Libya alfo^ and fome- 
times that of Arabia^ to the Extent of abouC 
two Days Journey more or lefs on eaeh;&ie; 
And though I vr^s very defirous to be informed 
^ touching the Nature of this Rivera I could not 

La leani 
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learn cither from the Priefts, or aiiy other Pcr- 
Ibns, what ftiould caufe the Nile to overflow 
during a hundred Days after the Summer Sol- 
fUce, and then going off again in about the 
feme fpace of Time, to continue low all the 
Winter, and even to the return of the next 
Summer Solftice. Of thefe Particulars I could 
get no Account from the ^Egyptians ; tho* I 
mquir^d, whether this River have any peculiar 
Quality, or be different in Nature from other 
Rivers : And my great Defire to be informed, 
not only leads me to afk thefe Queftions ; hvA 
alfo how it comes to pafs that the Nile alone, 
of all the Rivers in the World, never emits the 
leaft Wind on the adjacent Parts. Neverthelefi, 
fome of the Grecians pretending to diftinguifh 
themfclves by their Knowledge, have nam'd 
three feveral Caufes of thefe Inundations ; two 
of which I think deferve fo little R^ard, that 
I (hall only mention them, becaufe I would omit 
nothing concerning this Subjeft. They fay firft, 
that the Etefian Winds are the Caufe of the fwcl- 
ling of this River, by repelling the Stream, and 

Sreventirtg it from difcharging mto the Sea. 
iit the Nile has fbmetimes performed its Work, 
before the Etefian Winds begin to blow : And 
befides, if thofe Winds were the Caufe of thefe 
Inundations, all other Rivers that are expos'd to 
the fame Winds, muft of neceflity be liable to 
the fame Effed ; and the rather, by being weak- 
er and lefs rapid : Yet the Rivers of Syria and 
lAbya^ which are many, were never fubjedi: to 
the like Influence. The fecond Opinion is more 
groundlefs than the former, tho* more wonder- 
nil ; affirming, that the Nile^ flowing, from the 
Ocean, performs thefe things; and that the 

Ocean 
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Ocean furrounds the whole Earth. The third 
Way of refolving this Difficulty is the moft pro- 
bable, and yet moft untrue. For by faying that 
the Waters of the Nile are produced by melted 
Snow, they fay nothing ; becaufe this River de- 
fcends from Ldbya thro* the midft of jEtbiopia 
into JEgypt ; that is to fay, from a very hot to 
a very cold Region, and therefore cannot owe 
its Being to Snow. Many Reafons will readily 
occur to Men of good Underflanding, to fhew 
the Improbability of this Opinion. Firft and 
principally, becaufe the Winds which blow 
from JEtbiopia are always hot. In the fecond 
place, neither Rain nor Ice is feen in thofc 
Q)untries ; and yet Rain always follows within 
the fpace of five Days after Snow: So that if 
Snow falls in thofe Regions, Rain muft. Be- 
fides, the Inhabitants are rendered black by the 
exceffive Heat 5 Swallows and Kites continue 
there all the Year ; and the Cranes, to avoid 
the Cold of Scytbiay come to pafe the Winter 
in that Country : All which could not be, if 
any Snow fhoiild &I1 in the Parts adjacent tq 
the Source and Paflage of the Nile. A5 for 
thofe who attribute tnefe Inundations to thq 
Ocean, they involve their Af^rtion in myfteri- 
ous Fables, and give no folid Proof: Neither do 
I know any River fo call'd; but conjefture 
that Homerp or fome other antient Poet finding 
that Name, inferted it in their Writings. Yet 
if after I have exprefs'd my Diflatisfedion with 
the Opinions before-mention'd, I muft give my 
own concerning fo intricate a Queftion, That 
which' caufes the Nile to overflow in Sum- 
mer, is, in my Judgment, this. During the 
^inter, the Sun relinquiftving his former Courfe, 
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tetires to the upper Regions of Uhya ; which 
in few Words comprehends the whole Matter ; 
for this God diminilhes the Rivers, and fink^ 
the Streams of thofe Countries that lie neareft 
to his Paflage. But to explain my meaning 
more amply, I lay, that the Sun pafling over 
the remoter Parts of Ubyay which are always 
clear, hot, and liable to frefti Winds, afts then 
in the fame manner there, as in other Places in 
the midft. of Summer •, attrading the Moifturc, 
and throwing it back again upon the hisher 
Regions ; where it is received and liquefied by 
the Winds, which in this Climate blow gene- 
rally from the South and South- Weft, ^d con- 
fequently moft attended with Wet of any other, 
if et I am of Opinion, that the Sun may retain 
fome Part of the Water, and not difcharge all 
every Year into the Nile. Bat when the Ri- 
gours of Winter are paft, and the Sun returns 
again to the midft of the Heavens, all Rivers 
are attradled by the Heat in equal Proportion. 
To which time all other Streams, by the fell- 
ing of frequent R^ns, run high, and overflow 
the adjacent Partis; whereas in Summer being 
deftitute of Rain, and at the fame Time ex- 
haPd by the Sun, they fink to a contemptible 
Lownels : But the Nile^ though deftitute of 
Rain, and attracted by the Sun, is the only Ri- 
ver that runs higher in Summer than in Win- 
ter. Yet this River is as liable to Exhalation by 
the Sun as any other during the Summer, and in 
Winter is fingly fubjeft to that EflFeft. From 
all which, as I conceive, the Sun is the Caufe of 
the Inundations of the Nile. And in my Opi- 
nion, the Drynefs of the Air in thofe Parts pro- 
ceeds from the fcorching Heat of the fame Be- 
ing, 
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ing, ivhich afFeds m an extraordinary manner all 
that lies near its Paf&ge : And for this Occaiioa 
the upper Regions of Libya are always hot. 
Now if fuch a Change of Seafons and Clunate 
could be made, that the South Winds m%ht take 
the Place of the North, and the North Winds 
be transferred to the Southward, the Sun retiring 
from the North in Winter to the upper Regions 
of Europe^ and pafling through thole Parts, as 
now he does through Libya^ would doubtlefs 
caufe the fame Effeias in the Ifter^ which we 
now fee in the Nile. And whereas I faid before, 
that no Wind blows from this River; my Opi- 
nion is, that Winds are the natural Produdtioit 
of cold Climates, and that the hotted feldom 
produce any^ But I leave thefe things as they 
are, and as they always were. 

Touching the Source of the Nile^ no 
Man of all the Egyptians, Libyans, or Greci- 
ans I have conversed with, ever pretended to 
know any thing certain ; except a Scribe who 
had the Charge of Minerva^ Treafury at Sais^ 
a City of M^t. And tho* I thought he tri- 
fled with me, when he {aid he was perfeftly in- 
formed of this Secret, I ftiall yet give a Place 
here to his Relation; Crophi^ faid he, and Mo^ 
pht\ are two Mountains with Heads of a Pyra- 
midical Form, fituate in the Way from Elepban-^ 
tis to Syrene^ a City of Thebais ; and between 
thefe Hills is a profound Abyfe, which contains 
the Springs of tht Nile. One half of the Wa* 
ter ifluing from this Place runs into Mgypt 
Northward \ the other half pafles Southward to 
Mthiopia : And that the Source of the Nile is 
an Abyfs, Pfatnmetichus King of Mgypt found 
by an Experiment* For having caused a Line 
L 4 of 
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of twifted Cord to be made many thouland Fa^ 
thom in Length, he founded the Depth, but 
could not find a Bottom. Which, if admit- 
ted for true, would indupe me to believe, that 
Catara(Sb of Water continually falling down 
from the two Hills, make fuch violent Tides and 
Whirlepools below, as to hinder a Line from 
fathoming the Place: And more thgn this I ne« 
ver could hear from any Man. 

I travell'd to Elepbantis^ and faw all Parts of 
the Country with my own Eyes ; but of thofe 
which are fituate beyond that Qty, I {peak 
upon the Credit of others, and the moft e»6i: 
Information I could get. Thofe who afcend the 
River abpye the City of Elepbantis^ find a 
Country in their Paflagp fp fteep, that every 
Veflel, like a Cow tied by the Horns, is drawn 
by Ropes faften'd tQ each fide, ^d muft be 
hurried down the Streani by the Impetuofity of 
the Torrent, if the Ropes fhould happen tq 
break. This Region is four Days Voyage ftom, 
^lepbantis^ ^nd the Nile is there gs crooked and 
full of Windings as the Maander. Th^fe Difficult 
ties continue till the Veflel ha§ made twelve fUl 
Scho^nes : Aftier. which the Navigation is level 5 
and an I{land cal|!d T^uchompfo appears in thq 
midft of the i^iU. The -ffilthiopians inhabit the 
Country beyqnd Ekphantis^ and one Half of the 
Jfland '^JCachmpfO', the other half being in the 
Pofleflipn of the i^gyptians. Contiguous to 
this liland lies a vSift Lake, the Borders of 
which are inhabited by -Ethiopian Herdfmen ^ 
and from that Lake the Veflel enters agaiij into 
the Channel of the Nile. A little beyond ihis 
place Men are obliged to go aftiore, arid to 
if^yel fqrty Days by th? fide pf the Riyer } 

|)e9aufe 
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becaufe the Frequency of Rocks and Shelves 
renders the Navigation of thofe Parts utterly 
imprafticable. At the End of thefe forty Days^ 
they go on board another Veflel, and arrive in 
about twelve more at the great City of Meroe^ 
which is accounted the Capital of all Ethiopia. 
The Inhabitants of that Place worfliip no other 
Gods thm Jupiter and Bacchus \ but thefe they 
adore with extraordinary Pomp, They have aa 
Oracle of Jupiter ; aaq make War, when that 
God commands, againft any Nation whatever. 
The Diftance between Meroe and the Auto- 
moles, is the fame as between Elepbantis and 
Meroe. This People is call'd by the Name of 
Afmak^ which in the Languge of Greece figni- 
fies, l^ofe that ftand at the left Hand of the 
King. Their Anceftors were Egyptians; and 
being in Number two hundred and forty thou»* 
land military Men, revolted to the ^Ethiopians 
on the following Occaiion. Some of them were 
placed in Garrifon at Ekphantis^ and in the Pe^ 
iujian Daphne^ to fecure thofe Parts againft the 
Ethiopians : Others were pofted on the Fron- 
tiers of Arabia and AJJyria^ and fome in Marea 
on the Confines of LAhya: Which Method of 
Pfammeticbus we have feen imitated by the 
Perfians of our time, who maintain Guards 
both in EliphantiSj and Daphne, Thefe My 
pyptians, after they had continued three Y^rs 
in their refpedtive Pofts, without hearing any 
thin^ of being relieved, confulted together ; and 
unanimouily refolving to abandon Pfammetichus^ 
niarch*d away to Ethiopia. When the King 
jheard what was' doing, he followed, overtook, 
ftnd adjured them not to forfake the Gods of 
their Fatjiers, lyi^ thw own Wi¥e$ »nd Chil- 

firen. 
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4i;€n. But in Anfwer to his Exhortation, one 
of the Egyptians is reported to have uncovered 
Jiis private Parts, and to have (aid. That where- 
ibever thefe were, there could not be wanting 
dthcr Wives or Children. So continuing their 
March, they prefented themfelves to the King 
of jEtbiopia j who in Recompence fent them 
into a Country which was diiaffefted to him, 
with Orders to expel the Inhabitants, and to 
poflefs their Lands : By the Settlement of 
which Colony the Ethiopians became more ci^* 
viliz'd, and learnt the Manners of the iEgyp- 
tians. Thus four whole Months are required to 
view the Courfe of the Nile^ partly by Land, 
and partly by Water, without including its Paf- 
iage through JEgypt. For upon Computation, 
ib much Time will be found neceflary to thofe 
who travel from Elephantis to the Automoles. 
This River defcends from the Weft and the Set- 
ting of the Sun ; but to trace its Original, is 
a vain Attempt, becaufe the exceffive Heat 
renders the reft of the Country defert and un- 
inhabited. 

I WA s alfo informed by fome Cyrenaeans, that 
in a Journey they took to the Oracle of Am^ 
fnofty they had conferred with Etearcbus Kmg 
pf the Ammonians ; and that, among other 
things, difcourfing with him concerning the 
Head of the Nile^ as of a thing altogether un* 
known, Etearchus acquainted them, that certain 
Nafemonians, a Nation of Libya inhabiting the 
^orders of the Syrfis to the Eaftward, coming 
into his Country, and being afk*d by him if they 
had learnt any thing new touching the Libyan 
Deferts, anfwered. That fome petulant youi^ 
Men, Sons to divers Perfons of great Power 

among 
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^mong them, had, after many extravagant Ac- 
tions, rcfolv'd to fend five of their Numb^ to 
the Deferts of Lityaj to fee if they could make 
any ferther Difcovery than others had done. For 
the Northern Coaft of Libyay from jEgypt to 
the Promontory of Sohisy^ where Libya termi- 
nates, is inhabited by Libyans of various Na- 
tions; except thofe Parts alone, which are poC- 
fefsM by the Grecian3 and Phoenicians. Above 
this Coaft, and the maritim Places, which arc 
well peopled, the next Country is abandoned to 
Beafts or Prey ; and all beyond that is deftitute 
of Water, covered with Sands, and utterly de- 
folate. The young Men chofen by their Com- 
panions to make this Expedition, having fur- 
nifhed themfelves with Water and other necef- 
lary Provifions, firft pafs'd thro* the inhabited 
Country ; and when they had likewife traversed 
that Region which abounds in Wild Beafts, 
they entered the Deferts, making their Way 
tb wards the South- Weft. After they had tra- 
velled m^y Days thro* the Sands, they at length 
faw fome Trees growing in a Plain, and while 
they wer« eating of the Fruit they found on 
the Branches, divers little Men, lefs than thofe 
we account of a middle Stature, came up to 
them, fpeaking a Language which the Nafamo- 
nians underftood not; neither did they under- 
ftand the Speech of the Nafamonians. Howe- 
ver, they condufted them over vaft Morafles to 
a City built on a great River running from the 
Weft to the Eaft, and abounding in Crocodiles ; 
where the Nafamonians found allthe Inhabitants 
black, and of no larger Size than their Guides. 
To this Relation Etearchtts added, as the Cyre- 
jiaeans affur*d me, that the Nafamonians returned 
2 fate 
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lafe to their own Country, and that the little 
Men were all Enchanters ; but for the River, 
which paffes by their City, he thought it to be 
the Nile ; and his Opinion is not unreafonaUe ; 
bccaufe the Nik defcends from Libya^ dividing 
the Country in the midft ; and, as I form my 
Conjeftures of things unknown on things 
known, may probably run thro* as large a Tra2t 
of Land as the Ifter. For the Iftir beginning 
to appear at the City of Pyrentie among the 
Celtes, who inhabit beyond the Columns of 
HerculeSj and border on the Territories of the 
Cynefians, which Ke in the Extremity of Eu- 
rope to the Weftward, pafles thro* all this Part 
of the World, and ends at the Euxin Sea^ in 
the Country of the Iftrians, who are a Milefian 
Colony. Now, the Ifter is generally known, 
becaufe the adjacent Parts are every where well 
peopled 5 but the Springs of the Nile are undif- 
covered, becaufe this River paffes thro' the unin- 
habited Deferts of Ubya. I fhall therefore lay no 
oum;P f oncerning the Courfe of the Nile^ having 
already cnendon'd as much as I could lear^ by 
the moft diligent Inquiry ; only that it flows 
into the Sea by the way of ^gypt^ which lies 
oppofite to the Mountains of Cilicia^ from 
whence a ftrong Man may travel in five Day$ 
to Sinopey a Place fituate on the EuxiHy and (U- 
redUy facing the Mouth of the I/ter. So that 
in my Opinion the Nile^ which traverfes all Zi- 
iya^ may be properly compared with the J^er. 
And thus I have fimlh*d my Account of the Nile^ 
I SH A L I, now proceed in my Difcourfe concern- 
ing Mgypt which will be very ample and par- 
ticular, becaufe that Country far furpafies al| 
c^ers in things admirable, and beyond Exprefli-. 
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on remarkable. For as the Climate and River 
of jEgypt differ in Nature from thofe of any 
other Region ; fo the -Egyptians have fram'a 
their Laws and Manners very different from the 
reft of Mankind. The Women of Mgypt arc 
employed in Trade and Bufiuefs, while the 
Men ftay at home to fpin and weave. Othef 
Nations weave the rough fide of the Piece up- 
permoft, the Egyptians underneath. The Men 
bend the Body when they make Water, but 
the Women perfwm that Aftion ftanding. 
The Egyptians difcharge their Excrements at 
home, and e«t in publick ; alledging, that 
whatever is mdecent, though necef&ry, ought 
to be done in private, but things no way unbe- 
coming ftiould be done openly. No Womart 
may be a Prieftefs of any God or Goddefs : Men 
only are employ'd in thofe Offices. Sons are 
not conftrained to make Provifion for their Pa- 
rents, if they are not willing; but Daughters^ 
however unwilling, are compelled to this Duty, 
In other Countries the Priefts of the Gods wear 
Hair 5 in yEgypf they are all (hav'd. Among 
other People, the general Cuftom in time of 
Mourning is, that tfiofe who are moft nearly 
concerned (have their Heads ; but when any one 
dies in jEgypt his Relations ceafe to fhave, and 
let the Hair grow on their Heads and Faces. 
In other Regions, the Apartments of Men are 
feparated from Beafts ^ whereas in jEgypt Man 
and Beaft live together* Other Nations ufe 
Barley and Wheat for Food ; which would 
be a Reproach among the jflEgyptians, who 
* make Bread of a fine Flower calPd by fome 
Olyra, and by others 2^. They work this into 
Pafte with their Feet \ but temper Mortar with 

their 
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their Hands. The Egyptians are drcumcis*cl 
in their fecret Parts ; which all other Men leavcJ 
ts they are formed by Nature ; thofe only ex- 
ceptedi who haVe learnt this Cuftom from them. 
The Men wear two Garments^ the Women 
but one. I'hey fafteh the Ropes and Hooks 
to the iniide of the Sails, and all other Nati- 
ons to the outfidci When the Grecians write 
or calculate with Counters^ they carry the Hand 
from the Left to the Right; but the JEgypti-? 
ans^ Oft the contrary^ from the Right to the 
Left: And yet pretend in doing fo^ that theif 
Line tends to the Rights and ours to the Left^ 
They have VfiO forts of Letters 5 one 6f which 
they call facred^ and the other vulgar. They 
are of all Mankind the moft exceffive Wof fliip-^ 
pers of the Gods^ and ufe thefe Ceremonies. 
They drink m Cups 'of ferafs, which they fcouif 
every Day *, and thi^ Cuftom is not only praftis'd 
by lome particular Men^ but by t\\ the ^gypti-' 
ans iii general. They wear Gafments of Linen 
frefh waftiMj taking fmgular dare to haVe theni 
always clean, and are circumcis'd principally for 
the fake of Cleanlinefs, which they efteem more 
than Ornament. The Priefts ftiaVe all Part^ 
of the Body once in three Days % left Lice oi* 
any other Impurity fhould be found about thofe 
who officiate in the Service of the Gods. They 
are cloath*d in Linen, wear Shoes of Linehy 
and are not permitted to drefs in any other" 
Manner. They conftantly bathe themfelves 
twice in cold Water by Day, and twice by 
Night ; ufing fo many other Superftitidns, that 
we may fay their Number is infinite. On the* 
other Hand they enjoy great Advantages : . For 
they are never difturb'd with domeftick Care^ 

and 
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and Expences : They eat the confccrated Breads 
and are daily fumifh*d with Beef and Geefe in 
abundance. They have an Allowance of Wine j 
but may hot tafte of Filh. Beans are never 
fow'd in any Part of JSgypt*^ and if fbme hap- 
pen to grow there, the ^Egyptians will not eat 
them either crude or drefs'd. As for the Priefts, 
they abhor the Sight of that Pulfe, accounting 
it impure and abominable. The Service of 
every God is performed, not by one, but by 
many Priefts, the principal ^ being calPd the 
Arch-Prieft •, and when he dies, his Son is fub- 
ftituted in his Place. They facrifice Bulls to 
jipis y and for that Reafon make the following 
Trial. If they find one black Hau: upon him, 
they adjuge him to be unclean ; which that 
they may know with Certainty, the Prieft ap- 
pointed to this Purpofe views every Part of the 
Animal, both (landing and laid down on the 
Ground. After this he draws out his Tongue, 
to fee if he be clean by certain Signs, which I 
fhall mention in another Difcourfe. In the laft 
place he looks upon the Hairs of his Tail, that 
he may be fure they are as by Nature they 
ought to be. If after this Search the Beaft is 
found unblemifliM, he ties a Label about his 
Horns ; and having feal'd it with the Signet 
of his Ring, orders him to be led away and 
fecur*d -, becaufe it is Death to facrifice one of 
thefe Animals, unlefs he has been mark*d with 
fuch a Seal. And thus having related the Form 
of this Examination, I proceed to the Manner 
of ihrjr Sacrifices. After they have brought 
the Victim to the Altar, they immediately kin- 
dle a Fire, and pouring Wine upon him, offer 
their Prayers to the God* This done, they 

kill 
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kill the Beaft, flay the Body, and cut off the 
Head, which they carry with many Impreea- 
tons to the publick Place, if they have any, 
and fell it to fome Grecian Merchant ^ but if 
no fuch is to be found, they throw it iiito the 
River, ufing this Form of Execration ; ** May 
** all the Evils impending over thofe that now 
** facrifice, or over the -Egyptians in general^ 
•* be averted on this Head." Thefe Ceremonies 
of the Libation of Wine, and the Manner rf 
devoting the Head of the Sacrifice, are pradtis'd 
in all the Temples of Mgyft \ and for thfe Rea- 
fon no -/Egyptian will eat of the Head of any 
Animal. But in the Choice of their Vi(ftims, 
and Burnt-OfFerings, they have different Cuftom^ 
in feveral Places. 

The Goddefs they principally worfhip 19 
call'd IftSy and they celebrate her Feftival with 
all imaginable Solemnity, On the preceding 
Day they faft, and after they have pray*d, they 
lacrifice a Bullock j taking out the Bk>wels^ 
and leaving the Fat with the Vitals in the Car- 
cafs. This done, they cut off the Legs and 
End of the Loyn, together with the Shoulders 
and Neck ; and having filPd the Body with 
fine Bread, Honey, dried Raifins, FigSj Inceniey 
Myrrh, and other Perfumes, they perform the 
Rites of Cbnfecration, and pour in a great 
Quantity of Oyl. They facrifice faftiftg \ beat-f 
ing themfelves during all the Time the Flefh 
lies on the Fire ; and when they have fo done,* 
they feaft upon the reft of the Offering. AU 
the Cattle of this Kind, whether full grown 
or CalveSj us'd by the ^gyptitos in their Sa-* 
crifices, are unblemifl\*d Males; but the Fe- 
fiialcs being facred to Ifis^ are forbidden to bb 
2 ofi[er*ck 
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offered. For the Image of ^s is always made 
in the Form of a Woman with the Horns of 
a Cow on her Head, as the Grecians reprefent 
lo : And for this Reafon all the -Egyptians pay 
a greater Reverence to that Animal than to any 
other. So that no Man or Woman among 
them will ever be perfuaded to kifs a Greciaa 
on the Mouth j or to ufe the fame Knife, Pot, 
or Spit ; nor to eat the Flefh even of imble* 
mifh'd Cattle, which has been cut up with the 
Knife of a Grecian. When any Beaft of this 
fort happens to die, they difpofe of the Body 
in the following Manner : They throw the 
Females into the River, and mterr the Males 
in the Parts adjoining to the City, with one 
Horn, and fometimes both appearing above 
the Ground, for a Mark of the Grave. When 
the Flefli is confum^d, foas all the Bones may 
be tranfported, a Veflfel appointed to that Ena 
arrives at a certain time from Profopites^ an Ifland 
of Deltaj which comprehends liine Schoenes 
of Land in Circumference and feveral Cities. 
The Veflel is fent by one of thefe, calPd Atar^ 
bechiSj where a Temple ftands dedicated to Venus^ 
and from whence many others are difpatch*d 
to different Parts. After they have thus coi- 
leded all the Bones, they bury them together 
in any one Place ; and the fame Rites are ob- 
ferv'd with relation to other Cattle. For the 
JEgyptians are forbidden by their Laws to kill 
any. 

Those who worfliip in the Temple of Ju'- 
piter at Thebes^ or belong to that Country, 
abftain from Sheep, and fecrifice Goats only. 
For the Egyptians are not unanimous in their 
Manner of honouring the Gpds, if we except 
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Ifis zxi&OJirtSy who, they fay, is no other than 
Bacchus : But m the Worftiip of thefe Deities 
they all agree. On the other hand, thofe who 
frequent the temple of Mendes^ with all the In- 
habitants of that Territory, abftain from (acrifi* 
cing Goats, and offer Sheep only. Now the 
Thebans and all thofe who abftain from Sheep 
after their Example, pretend that this Cuftom. 
was eftablifli'd among them by the means of Her- 
cules -, who being very defirous to fee Jupiter^ 
did not without great Difficulty obtain his Rc- 

Saeft ; for the God was unwilling to be fstn i 
II at laft Jupiter yielding to his Impbrtuhityi 
contrived this Artifice, Having feparated the 
Head from the Body of a Ram, ana flayed th0 
whole Carcafs, he put on the Skin with th« 
Wool, and in that Form fhew'd himfelf to Her* 
ekles. For this caufe the -Egyptians reprefent 
Jupiter by an Image wearing the Head of a Ram: 
In which they have been imitated by the Anuno* 
nians, who are a Colony of -Egyptians and Ethi- 
opians, fpeaking a Language composed of Wordt 
taken from both thofe Nations ; and, as I con* 
jefturCj have given thcmfelves the Name of Am- 
monians, becaufe Jupiter is by the ^Egyptians 
call'd Ammon. For the fame Reafon the Ram is 
accounted a facred Animal, and never kilPd by 
the Thebans, except once in every Year on the 
Feftival of Jupiter ; when, after they have flayed 
^e Body, and put the Skin upon the Im^e of 
the God, they bring a Statue of^ Hercules into his 
Prefence : Which done, all the Affiftants give a 
Blow to the Ramj and afterwards bury him in a 
confecrated Coffin. I have been informM, that this 
iEgyptian Hercules is one of the twelve Gods % 
but ot the other, who is^ kno^n to the Gredans, I 
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could never hear the leaft mention m any part 
of Mgypt. And I have many good Reafons to 
believe, that the Egyptians did not borrow 
this Name from the Grecians; but rather the 
Grecians, and efpecially thofe who gave it to 
the Son of Amphitryon^ from the Egyptians: 
Principally^ becaufe Amphitryon and Alcmena:^ 
Father and Mother to the Grecian Hercules^ 
were both of -^Egyptian Defcent. Befides; the 
JEgyptians affirm, they know not the Names of 
Neptune., Cajior and Pollux^ nor ever receiv'd 
them into the Number of their Gods: Yet if 
they had borrowed the Name of any Deity from 
the Grecians, they would certainly have men- 
tioned thefe in the firft Rank, had any of the 
Grecians then frequented the Sea, and been ac- 
quainted with the Ufe of Shipping, as I believe 
they were. And therefore the Egyptians muft 
have known the Names of thefe Gods, rather 
than that of Herctdes. But however this be, Her-i^ 
cules is one of tht. antient Gods of the -^Egyptians j 
who fay, that feventeen thoufand Years before 
the Reign of Amajis^ the number of their Gods, 
which had been eight, was increased to twelve, 
and that Hercules was accounted one of thefe. 
Concerning which things, being defirous to 
know with Certainty as much as might be dit 
cover'd, I faiPd to T^yre in Phcenicia^ becaufe I had 
heard there was a Temple dedicated to Hercules. 
That Temple I faw, enrich'd with many magni- 
ficent Donations, and among others with two 
Pillars, one of fine Gold, the other made of 
a Smaragdus, which ftiines by Night in a furpri- 
zing Manner. Converfing with the Priefts of 
this God, and inquiring how long this Temple 
had been built^ I found thefe alfo to difkr from 
M 2 the 
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the Grecians, For they affur'd me that the 
Temple was built at the fame Time with the 
Gty, and that two thoufand three hundred 
Yeats were already paft fince the Foundation of 
Tyre. In this City I faw another Temple dedi- 
cated to Hercules by the Name of Thafian; 
and when I arrived in Tha/us^ I found there 
alfo a Temple of the fame God, built by thofe 
Phoenicians, who founded that City during the 
Expedition they made in Search of Europa^ 
which was five Generations before Hercules tlie 
Son of Amphitryon appeared in Greece. All 
thefe things evidently prove, that the -ffigypt^ 
Hercules is a God of great Antiquity ; and tnere- 
fore, in my Opinion, thofe Grecians aft moft 
rationally, who build Temples to both ; fecri* 
ficing to the firft, as to an Immortal Being, un- 
der the Name of Olympian, and honouring the 
other as a Hero. But the Grecians fay many 
other things on this Subjeft without due £xanu« 
nation, and in particular have invented the fol- 
lowing Fable. When Hercules^ fay they, arrived 
in jEgypty the -Egyptians crown'd him with a 
Garland, and defigning to facrifice him to Ju-^ 
piter^ condufted him to the Altar in great Cere- 
mony : During the Way he was filent ; but 
when they had brought him thither, he col- 
lefted all his Strength, and kilPd every Man 
that was , there prefent. Now thofe who tell 
this Story, feem to me utterly ignorant of the 
Nature and Laws of the Egyptians. For how 
can we imagine that a People forbidden to kill 
any kind of Animal, except Geefe, Swine^ and 
fuch Bulls and Calves as they find without Ble- 
mifti, would facrifice Men? And haw could 
Hercules kill fo many, thoufands j being then 

alone. 
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alone, and at that Time, by their own G)nfef- 
lion, no more than a Man ? Neverthelefs, I 
defire the Gods and the Heroes would take in 
good part what I have faid concerning thefe 
things. 

The Reafon that prevails with the Mende- 
lians I mentioned before, not to facrifice the 
Goats, either Male or Female, is, becaufe they 
account Pan one of the eight Gods, who, they 
fay, are more antient than the twelve. And in- 
deed their Painters and Sculptors reprefent Pan 
with the Face and Legs of a Goat, as the Gre- 
cians do. Not that they imagine this to be his 
real Form, for they think him like other Gods ; 
but I have no Inclination to mention the Reafon 
they give for reprefenting him in that, manner. 
However, the Mendefians pay a religious Wor- 
ihip to all Goats, but to the Males much more 
than to the Females ; and highly reverence the 
Goatherds ; particularly one, who is honoured 
at his Death by publick Lamentations in all Parts 
of the Country. In the Language of jEgypt^ 
Pan and a Goat are equally calPd by the Name 
of Mendes : And in my Time a Goat lay with a 
Woman of that Country in fo publick a manner, 
that all Men knew the Prodigy to have really 
happened. Swine are accounted fuch impure 
Beafts by the -Egyptians, that if a Man touches 
one, even by accident, he prefently haftens to 
the River, and in all his Cloaths plunges himfelf 
into the Water. For this reafon Hogherds alone, 
of all the ^Egyptians, are not fufFer'd to enter any 
of their Temples ; ndther will any Man give his 
Daughter in Marriage to one of that Profeffion, 
nor take a Wife born of fuch Parents : So that 
they are neceflitated to intermarry among them- 
M 3 fclves. 
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felves. The Egyptians are forbidden to facnfice 
Swine to any other Deities than to Bacchus^ and 
to the Moon, when compleatly full \ at which 
'Time they may eat of the Flefti. But if I 
(hould mention the Reafon they give for the 
Liberty they then take, and for abftaining from 
that Animal on all other Feftivals, I fhould of- 
fend againft Decency : And therefore I (hall only 
lay. That when they offer this Sacrifice to the 
Moon, and have kilPd the Viftim, they put the 
End of the Tail, with the Spleen and Fat, into a 
Cawl found in the Belly of the Animal 5 all 
which they burn on the lacred Fire, and eat the 
reft of the Flefh on the Day of the full Moon, 
tho* at any other time they would not tafte it. 
Thofe, who on account of their Poverty can- 
not bear the Expence of this Sacrifice, mould 
a Pafte into the Form of a Hog, and make 
their Offering, In the Evening of the Feftival 
of Bacchus J tho* every one be oblig'd to kill a 
Swine before the Door of his Houfe, yet he 
immediately reftores the Carcafs to the Hoghcrd 
that fold him. The reft of this Feflival is ce- 
lebrated in j/Egypt to the Honour of Bacchus 
with the fame Ceremonies as in Greece : Only 
inftead of the Phallus they have invented cer- 
tain Images of one Cubit in Height, fb arti- 
ficially contrived with Nerves, that the PriapuSj 
almoft equal in Bignefs to the reft of the Body, 
is feen to move, while the Women, who make 
the ProceflTion, carry the Images, finging the 
Praifes of Bacchus^ and preceded by a Flute. 
Biit the Reafon they have to form this Part fo 
difproportion'd to the Body, and to give it thefe 
Motions, they fay is a facred Myftery. For my 
^wn part, I think Melampus the Son of Anrf^ 
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^eon was not ignorant of any thing relating 
to this Ceremony, but perfeftly well inftrufted 
in all thefe Rites. For he firft introduc'd the 
Name and Sacrifices of Bacchus among the Gre- 
cians, together with the Pomp of the Phallus ; 
tho* he did not fo fully explain every Particular, 
as other learned Perfons have done who liv'd 
after him. But Melampus was certainly the firfl: 
that taught the Grecians to carry the Phallus 
in Proceflion to the Honour of Bacchus^ and in- 
troduc'd all the Ceremonies they ufe on that 
Occafion. I think him to have been a wife 
Man, fkilful in the Art of Divination ; and that 
he inftrudled the Grecians in many things which 
were deriv'd from jSgypty but efpecially in 
the Worfhip of Bacchus j changing only fome 
few Particulars. For Ifhall not lay that the 
Agreement of thefe two Nations in the ufe of 
the fame Rites in the Service of this God, is 
the EfFeft of Chance; becaufe they are per- 
formed in a uniform Manner thro* all Greece^ 
and were not lately introduced : Neither fhall 
1 pretend that the -Egyptians have borrowVi 
thefe, or any other Rites from the Grecians* 
But i am of opmion that Melampus was in-r 
ftrudled in the Ceremonies of Bacchus chiefly 
by Cadmus the Tyrian, and thofe Phoenicians 
who accompanied him to that Country, which 
now goes under the Name of Bcsotia. Andf 
indeed the Names of almoft all the Grecian 
Qods were originally deriv'd fron^ the -ffigyp* 
tians ; as I found, after I had heard that they 
were introduc'd by barbarous Nations. Only we 
muft except Neptune J Caflor ^lyiA Pollux^ men* 
tion'd before ; Juno^ Vefta^ Themisy the Graces^ 
Nereides^ and fome others, whgfe Namos ire ut* 
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terly unknown in ^gyptj as the iEgyptiahs 
affirm ; and, as I conjefture, are all owing to 
the Pelafgians, except that of Neptune^ \nich 
they learnt from the Libyans, who firft in- 
voked the Name of this God, and always wer* 
fliipp'd him with Angular Veneration. But 
the ^Egyptians pay no religious Honour to He- 
roes. 

These, and other Rites which I (hall after- 
wards mention, the Grecians received from the 
iEgyptians ; but they learnt of the Pelafgians 
to make the Image of Hermes with an ereAed 
Priapus, the Athenians having been the firft* who 
praftis*d this Manner, and others by thdr Ex- 
ample. For in that Time the Pelafgians inha- 
bited Part of the Athenian Territories ; and, be- 
caufe the Athenians were accounted among the 
Nations of Greece^ came likewife to be efteem*d 
Grecians. Whoever is initiated in the Cabirian 
Myfteries of the Samothracians, which they re* 
ceiv'd from the Pelafgians, knows what I iay. 
For thefe Pelafgians were Inhabitants of Samo^ 
thracia^ before they came into the Country of 
Attica^ and had intruded the Samothracians in 
the Orgian Rites; as they afterwards did the 
Athenians, who by that means were the firft of 
all the Grecians that form*d the Images of Afer- 
cury in the manner above-mention'd : For which 
the Pelafgians pretend certain facred Reafbns, 
explained in the Myfteries of Samotbracia. They 
had formerly facrific*d and pray'd to Gods ia 
general, as I was informed ztDodona^ without 
attributing either Name or Surname to any Deity^ 
which in thofe Times they had never heard : But 
they cal?d them by the Name of Gods, becaufe 
they difpos'd and governed all Aftions and Couh-^ 

tries. 
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tries. After a long Time, the Names of the 
other Giods were brought among them from 
yEgyptj and laft of all that of Bacchus: Upon 
which they confulted the Oracle of Dodonay ftill 
accounted the moft ancient, and then the only 
Oracle in Greece ; and having enquired, whether 
they Ihould receive thefe Names from Barbari- 
ans, the Oracle anfwer'd, they fhould. So from 
that time they invok'd the Gods in their Sacri- 
fices, under tiiftinft Names, and the fame were 
afterwards received by the Grecians from thefe 
Pelafgians. But what Original is to be aflign*d 
to each of thofe Gods ; whether they always 
were, and of what Form, was utterly unknown 
till of kte, and, to ufe a common Expreflion, 
of Yefterday. For I am of Opinion, that He* 
fiod and Homer y who liv'd not above four hun- 
dred Years before my time, were the Perfons 
that introduc'd the Genealogy of the Gods a- 
mong the Grecians \ imposed Names upon each ; 
affign'd their Fundions and Honours ; and 
cloath'd them in their feveral Forms. As to the 
other Poets, fiippos'd to be more ancient, I 
think they liv'd after thefe. And this is my 
Senfe touching Heftod and Hmier ; but tlie reft^ 
which I related before, I had from the Prieftef- 
fes of Dodona. 

Concerning the Oracles of Greece and 
Libya^ the Egyptians give the following Ac- 
count. The Priefts of the Theban Jupiter told 
me, that two Prieftefles were carried away out 
of that Country by certain Phoenicians-, who 
afterwards, as they were inform'd, fold one of 
them in Libya^ and the other in Greece^ and that 
thefe two Women eftablifh*d the firft Oraclesr 
among thofe People. When I enquired how 

they 
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they knew this to be true, they anfwePd, That 
indeed the Women were never found, though 
iill poffible Diligence was usM to that End ; but 
they had fince learnt, that things had pafe'd as 
they related. This Account 1 receiv'd trota the 
Priefts of TT:>ebes. On the other hapd, the prin- 
cipal Prieftefles of Dodona fay, that two b£ack 
tigeons flew away at a certdn time from ^ebes 
in jEgypt -, that one of thefe arrival in Libya^ 
tad the other in Dodona ; that this laft, as fhe 
fat pearch'd on a Beach-tree, admoniihM the 
Inhabitants with an articulate Voice, to er^ 
an Oracle in that Place to Jupiter ; and that the 
People believing this to be no lefs than z, divine 
Revelation, readily obey'd. They add, that 
the other Pigeon, which flew into Libya^ com- 
manded the Lybians to found the Oracle of 
Ammon dedicated to the fame God. ' Theifc 
things are faid by the Priefl:efles of Dodmay 
and afiirm'd by all that belong to the TempleJ 
The eldefl: of thefe Women is nam'd Prome-' 
fiia^ the fecond Timarete^ and the third Nican^ 
dra. But my Opinion is, that if the Phoenici-. 
ans did really carry oflF the two Prieftefles before- 
mention-d, and fold the one in Libya, and the. 
other in Greece, this laft was bought by thfe. 
Thefprotians, who inhabited thofe Parts whic}^ 
are now call d Hellas, and in that time were^ 
known by the Name of Pelajgia : That during 
her Servitude ftie confecrated an Altar to Jupiter 
under a Beach; nothing being more natural^ 
than to fuppofe that ftie who had been a Prieftefi 
of that God in Thebes, would not be immind-^ 
fill of his Worftiip in another Place ; that this 
is the Original or that Oracle ; and that after 
ihc hz^ learnt the Language of Greece^ fhe de^ 

clar^d 
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ciar*d that her Sifter had met with the fike For^ 
tune, and had been fold in Libya by the fame 
Phoenicians. The Dodonaeans, as I conjecfture, 
gave them the Name of Pigeons, becaufe they 
were Barbarians, and their Speech no more un- 
derftood than the chattering of Birds: But as 
foon as this Woman became able to fpeak their 
Language, they prefently reported that the Pige- 
on had fpoken with a human Voice ; for while 
ftie continued to ufe a barbarous Tongue, fhe 
was no better underftood than a Bird. If thefe 
things are not fo, I defire to be informed how a 
Pigeon fhould come to fpeak the Language of 
Men. In a Word, they feem to have had the 
Epithet of Black, becaufe they were Egypti- 
ans. And as the Oracles of Dodona^ and of 
Thebes^ are almoft alike in every thing, we 
may conclude, that the Cuftom of prediding 
future Events in Temples, is d^riv'd from th« 
-/Egyptians. 

The -^Egyptians were alfo the firft InventJOS 
of Feftivals, Ceremonies, and Tranfadions with 
the Gods, by the Mediation of others: All 
which I perftiade myfelf the Grecians recdv'd 
from that People ; becaufe they plainly appear 
to have been very ancient among the JEgypti- 
ans, and but lately introduced in Greece. 'Tis 
not thought fufficient in jEgypt to celebrate the 
Feftivals of the Gods once every Year ; but they 
have many Times appointed to that End : Par*- 
ticularly in the City of BubaftiSj where they af- 
femble to worftiip Diana with much Devotion ; 
and in Bufiris^ 2l Place fituate in the hiidft bf 
Deltay where the great Temple of IJis^ by the 
Grecians call'd Bemeter^ is built. The Feftivals 
of JMfnerva arc folemniz'd in the Qty of Saisi 

apd 
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and. thofe of the Sun in Hdiopolis. Latona is 
particularly worfhipp'd mButuSy ^aid Mars in the 
City of Papremis. The manner obferv'd in the 
Feftivals of Bubajiis^ is this : Men and Women 
embark promifcuoufly in great Numbers, and 
during the Voyage, fome of the Women beat 
upon a Tabor, while part of the Men play on 
the Pipe ; the reft of both Sexes finging and 
ftriking their Hands together at the tone time. 
At every City they find in their Paflage, they 
hawl in the Veffel, and fome of the Women 
c<Mitinue their Mufick •, but others either provoke 
the Women of the Place with opprobrious Lan- 
guage, or dance and fliew themfelves naked: 
And this they do at every Town that ftands by 
the Shore. When they arrive at Bubaftis^ they 
celebrate the Feftival with numerous Sacrifices, 
and confume more Wine than in all the reft of 
the Year. For the Inhabitants {ay this Aflembly 
ufually confifts of about feven hundred thoufand 
Men and Women, befides Children. I have al- 
ready related how the Worihip of IJis is per- 
formed in the City of Bujiris ; and ftiall only add, 
that after the Sacrifices, all the Men and Women 
then prefent, who always amount to many thou- 
lands, difcipline themfelves, but with what In- 
ftrument I may not difcover. In this Devotion 
the Carians that live in jEgypt furpafs all ; for 
they cut their Foreheads with Swords, and by 
this Adion diftinguilh themfelves to be Stran- 
gers, and not Egyptians. When they meet to 
Sacrifice in the City of Saisy they hang up by 
Night a great number of Lamps fil?d with Oil, 
and a Mixture of Salt, round every Houfe, the 
Tow fwimming on the Surface. Thefe bum 
during the whole Night, and the F^ival is thence 

nam'd 



nam'd, The Lighting of Lamps. The Egypti- 
ans who are not prefent at this Solemnity, ob- 
ferve the fame Ceremonies, wherever they be ; 
and Lamps are lighted that Night, not only in 
Sais^ but throughout all JiEgypt. Neverthelefs, 
the Reafons for ufing thefc Illuminations, and 
paying fo great Refpeft to this Night, are kept 
fecret. Thofe who aflemble on fuch folemn 
Occafions at Heliopolis and Butus^ offer Sacri- 
fices only, without any farther Ceremonies. 
But in PapremiSy when they have performed 
their Worfhip, and finifh'd their Offerings, as 
in other Places, a fmall number of Priefls at the 
Setting of the Sun attend about the Iihage of 
Mars ; but the far greater part place themfelves 
before the Gates of the Temple, with Clubs in 
their Hands ; while other Men who have de- 
voted themfelves to this Service, and firequently 
amount to above a thoufand, arm'd in like man- 
ner, aflemble together in a Place oppofite to 
them. The Image of the God, which is kept 
in a little ''Tabernacle of Wood gilded with 
Gold, is brought on the Eve of the FelKval, 
and placed within another ; and thofe few who 
are appointed to attend, draw both the Taber- 
nacle and the Image to the Temple on a Chariot 
of four Wheels. But the Priefts, who (land at 
the Entrance, refufing to give them Admittance, 
the Votaries, in Duty to the God, begin to ftrike 
with their Clubs, and an obftinate Combat en- 
fues, both fides dealing their Blows chiefly on 
the Head : So that, as I conjedhire, many die 
of the Wounds they receive, though the ^- 
gyptians affirm the contrary. Thefe Rites, if 
we may believe the Inhabitants, were inftituted 
for the following Caufe. They fay that Mars 
I was 
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was educated abroad, till he attained to the Age 
of a Man ; when coming home to vifit his Mo- 
ther, who dwelt in this facred Place, he was 
denied Entrance by her Servants, and driven a* 
way by Violence ; becaufe they had never {ben 
him before. That Mars retiring to another G- 
ty, coUefted a good number of Men, and re- 
turning, fell upon the Servants, and entered by 
Force -, in Commemoration of which Adtion^ 
this Combat is reprefented on his Feftival. The 
Egyptians were likewife the firft who ordain'd^ 
that Men fhould abftain from Women in the 
Temples -, and not enter any facred Place with- 
out waftiing, after the Ufe of a Woman. For 
almofl: all other Nations, except the Egyptians 
and Grecians, neither fcruple to perform that 
Adion in Temples, nor to go thither unwafti'd 
after they have had the Company of Women; 
thinking Mankind to be like other Animab. 
And becaufe they frequently fee Beads and 
Birds coupling together in Groves and Tem-^ 
pies, they imagine that if this AdHon were 
difagreeable to God, thofe Creatures would 
abftain in thofe Places. But I cannot approve 
the Conclufion they draw from this Obferva- 
tion. 

The -Egyptians are beyond meafiire fuper-* 
ftitious in all things concerning Religion; efpc- 
cially in the enfuing Particulars. Mgypt^ tho* 
adjoining to Lihya^ abounds not in Variety of 
Beafts ; yet all thofe they have, both wild and 
tame, are accounted facred. But if I fliould 
take upon me to give the Reafons of this Opi- 
nion, I muft enter into a long Difcourfe of di* 
vine things, which I avoid with all poflible 
Care ; having hitherto faid nothing of that kind, 

unlefo 
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unlefs in a tranfient manner, and compelPd bjr 
the force of Neceflity. Their Cuftoms, how- 
jcver, relating to the Beafts, are thefe. In the 
firft place. Men and Women have the Care of 
feeding and bringing up all domeftick Animal$ 
by themfelves ; and the Son fucceeds the Fa- 
ther in this Office. All the Inhabitants of the 
Cities offer their Prayers to thefe, and to the 
Deities to which they are facred, with the fol- 
lowing Ceremonies. They fhave the Heads of 
their Children, either intirely, or one half, or 
at leaft a third Part, and putting the Hair into 
one Scale, and Money into the other, when 
the Silver carries the Balance they give it to the 
Keeper of the Animals, who for that Reward 
provides them with Fifti cut in pieces, which 
is their ufual Food. If any Perfon kills one of 
thefe Beafts voluntarily, he is puniih*d with 
Death ; if involuntarily, his Puniflunent is re- 
ferr'd to the Difcretion of the Priefts. But if 
a Man kill either a Hawk or an Ibis, whether 
with Defign or not, he muft die without Mer* 
cy. The Beafts that are brought up among 
Men are many, and would be much more nu- 
merous, if fome Accidents ihould not frequently 
happen to the Cats. For when the Females 
have brought their Kitlins, they care no longer 
for the Male, and obftinately refufe to be co- 
vered ; which the Male perceiving, contrives ihi^ 
Artifice : He wdts an Opportunity to rob the 
Female of her Young, and having done fo, kills 
them all, but abftains from eating their Flefh-^ 
The Female feeing herfelf deprived of her Kit- 
lins, and being very defirous of more, begins 
again to follow the Male ; for this Creature is' 
exceedingly fond pf having Ypung. ^ut when a 

Hpufe 
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Houfc takes Fire, the manner rf this Animal 
is very furprizing. For though the Egyptians 
Handing at a Diftance, neglcft the Frogt^fe of 
the Flames, and take much greater Care to pre- 
ferve the Cats than the HouTe ; yet, either by 
creeping flily along the Ground, or leaping over 
the Heads of the Men, the Cats for the moft 
part find a way to throw themfelves into the 
r ire •, and on thefe Occafions great Lamenta- 
tions are heard among the Egyptians. In 
whatever Houfe a Cat dies a natural Death, all 
the Family (have their Eyebrows 5 and if a Dog 
die, they (have the whole Body. All dead Cats 
are carried to certain facred Houfes, where be- 
ing put into a Brine, they are afterwards buried 
in the City of Bubqftis. Bitches are laid in 
confecrated .Coffins, and interred in the Qtics 
where they die, and fo are hunting Dogs ; but 
Hawks and the venomous Mole are carried to 
the City of Butus. The Bears, which are few 
in number, and Wolves, no bigger than Foxes, 
are buried in the Places where they are found 
dead. As for the Crocodiles, they are of a 
flrange Nature. They eat nothing during the 
four coldeft Months 5 and though they have 
four Feet, yet they equally frequent the Water 
and the Land. They lay their Eggs, and hatch 
their Young on dry Ground •, ftaying afliore 
tlie greater part of the Day. But they go 
down to the River by Night, becauie the 
Water is then warmer than the Air and Dews. 
No liying thing, that we know, grows to fo 
vaft a Size, from fo fmall a Beginning. For 
their Eggs are little bigger than thofe of a 
Goofe, and their Young, at the firfi Appear* 
ance, proportigngble : But they afterwards g^row 

to 
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to the Length of feventeen Cubits and more. 
They have the Eyes and Turtles of a Hog, with 
great Teeth, fiiitable to the reft of the Body. 
Of all Animals, thefe alone have no Tongue, 
and move the upper Jaw only when they eat \ 
the lower never. They have Claws exceedingly 
ftrong, and a fcaly Hide, impenetrable, The 
Crocodile is blind in the Water, but very quick- 
fighted by Land : And becaufe he lives for the 
moft part in the River, his Mouth is generally 
infefted with Leaches: So that though all o- 
ther Beafts and Birds equally avoid him ; yet he; 
lives in Peace with the Trochilus, becaufe he 
receives a beneficial Service from that Bird* 
For when the Crocodile goes out of the Wa- 
ter, and opens his Mouth, which he dpes moft 
commonly towards the South, the Trochilus 
enters and devours the Leaches ; with which 
good Office the Crocodile is fo well plcas*d» 
that he never hurts him. One part of the 
Egyptians efteem the Crocodile ikcred j but 
others purfue him to Death as a common Ene- 
my. Thofe who inhabit the Country of Thebes^ 
and that adjoining; to the Lake of Mxris^ pay 
a peculiar Veneration to him. For each of 
thefe People train up a Crocodile to be fo 
tame as to endure the Hand, putting Strings 
of Jewels or Gold through his Ears, and a 
Chain on his Fore-feet. Whilft he lives he is 
us*d with great Refpedt, and fed with confe- 
crated Provifions at the publick Charge : And 
when he is dead, he is preferv'd in Salt and bu- 
ried in a facred Coffin. But the Inhabitants of 
Elepbantis are fo far from accounting the Cro- 
codile facred, that they eat his Flefti. The 
Egyptian Name of this Animal is Champfe: 
N For 
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For the lonians were the firft who call'd them 
Crocodiles ; becaufe they thought them to be 
like certain Creatures they find in Hedges^ and 
call by that Name. The ways of taking the 
Crocodile are various ; but I fliall only defcribe 
that which to me feems moft remarkable. They 
faften the Chine of a Hog to an Iron Hook, 
which they let down into the River, beating a 
living Pig on the Shore at the fame time. The 
Crocodile hearing the Noife, and making that 
way, meets with the Chine ; which he devours, 
and is drawn to Land : Where when he arrives, 
they prefently throw Dirt in his Eyes, and by 
that means do what they will with him, which 
otherwife would be difficult. The Water- 
Horfe is efteem*d facred by the Inhabitants of 
PapremiSj though in no other part of JEgypt. 
He is a Quadruped with divided Feet, and 
Hoofs like aBull : His Nofe is (hort and retort- 
ed ; but his Mane, Tail, and Voice, refemblc 
thofe of a Horfe, and his Teeth grow out in 
the manner of Tufhes. He is equal in Bignefs 
to the largeft Bull -, and his Skin is fo thick, 
that Darts are cut out of the Hide. A Water- 
Snake caird Enhydris is likewife feen in the 
River ; which, with the Eel and fcaly Lepi- 
dotus, are in a peculiar manner facred to the 
Nile^ as, the Vulpanfer is among the Birds. The 
Phoenix is another facred Bird, which I have 
never feen except in Effigy. He rarely ap- 

?ars in yEgypt ; once only in five hundred 
ears, immediately after the Death of his Fa- 
ther, as the Heliopolitans affirm. If the Paint- 
ers defcribe him truly, his Feathers reprefent a 
Mixture of .Crimfon and Gold •, and he refembles 
the Eagle in Form and Proportion, They fay 

he 
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he comes from Arabia ; and bringing the Bodjr 
of his Father embalm'd, buries him in the 
Temple of the Sun. The manner of his Per- 
formance, which I think incredible, they relate 
thus. Firft he moulds as great a Quantity of 
Myrrh into the Shape of an Egg, as he is well 
able to carry ; and after having try'd the Weight, 
he difbowels the Egg, and puts his Father into 
the hollow Space: When he has done this, 
and adjufted the Weight to his Strength, he 
flops the Aperture with more Myrrh, and car- 
ries the whole Mafs to the Temple of the Sun 
in M^ypt. Such is the Account they give of 
the Phoenix. In the Country of Thebes a fmall 
kind of Serpent is found, efteem'd facred by the 
-Egyptians, having Horns growing on the top 
of the Head, and no way hurtful to Men. When 
any of thefe Serpents die, they are buried in the 
Temple of Jupiter^ becaufe they are thought 
to belong to that God. Having heard that in 
a Part of Arabia^ fituate a little beyond the 
City of Butus^ I might learn fomething con- 
cerning the flying Serpents, I went thither alfo 5 
and faw there an incredible Quantity of their 
Bones, amafs'd in many Heaps, of different big- 
nefs, fome greater and others lefs. The En- 
trance into this Plain, which lies level with AE^ 
gypt^ is by a narrow Paflage between the Moun- 
tains ; and to this Place the Inhabitants fay, the 
flying Serpents advance in the beginning of every 
Spring ; but are prevented by the Ibis from 
proceeding farther, and deftroy'd in the Chops 
of the Hills •, for which Service the Ibis is 
highly reverenced by the Egyptians, as both 
they and the Arabians acknowledge. This Bird 
is, in Colour, of the deepefl Black, and in 
N 2 . Biigncfs 
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Kgnefs equal to a Heron : His Beak is crooked, 
and his Legs like thofe of a Stork. This* is the 
Form of the bkck Ibis, which kills the Ser- 
pents. Another fort of Ibis, more commonly 
lecn by Men, has white Feathers on every part 
of his Body, except the Head, Neck, and Ex- 
tremities of the Wings and Tail ; which are of 
as deep a Black as thofe of the other kind : But 
his Head and Neck are not fo big. The Ser- 
pent is in Shape like the Water-Snake ; but his 
Wings are deftitute of Feathers, and fnK)oth 
like thofe of a Bat. And here I leave this Dif- 
courfe concerning facred Animals. 

. Th e -ffiigyptians, who inhabit thofe Parts of 
J£gypt^ which are fow'd with G)m, are of all 
Nations I ever faw the greateft Reafoners about 
the Monuments of Antiquity, and Aftions of 
Mankind. Their Manner of Life is this : They 
purge themfelves every Month, three Days fuc- 
ceffively, by Vomits and Glyfters, in order to 
preferve Health ; fuppofing that all Difeafes 
among Men proceed from the Food they 
ufe. For otherwifc, the .^Egyptians arc by Na- 
ture the moft healthy People of the World, 
the Libyans only excepted ; which, as I con- 
jeAure, is to be attributed to the Regularity of 
the Seafons, and Conftancy of the Weather, 
moft Diftempers beginning upon fome Altera- 
tion in the Temperature of the Air. They 
make their Bread of Olyra, and call it by the 
Name of Colleftis ; but their Wine is made of 
Barley, becaufe they have no Vines in that 
Country. They eat Fifh, both pickled and 
dried in the Sun ; together with Quails, Ducks, 
and fmaller Birds, preferv'd in Salt, without 
any other Preparation. Whatever elfe has any 
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Refemblance to Birds or Fifhes, except fuch as 
they account fecred, is eaten without Scruple, 
either boil*d or roafted. At their principal 
Feafts, when they begin to tafte the Wine af- 
ter Supper, a Perfon . appointed to that End, 
carries abput in a Coffin the Image of a dead 
Man, carv*d in Wood, and reprefenting the O- 
riginal in Colour and Shape. Thefe Images, 
which are always of one, and fometimes of 
two Cubits in Length, are carried round all the 
Company, and thefe Words pronounced tc^.every 
one diftinflily, *' Look upon this : Then drink 
" and rejoice; for thou ihalt be as this is.** 
Thefe, and all other Ufages derived from their 
Anceftors, they obferve ; but will not encreafe 
their Number by new Additions. Among other 
memorable Cuftoms, they fing the Song of- 
LinuS', like that which is fung by the rhce- 
nicians, Cyprians and other Nations, who vary 
tjie Name according to the different Languages 
they fpeak. But the Perfon they honour in this 
Song, is evidently the feme that tlie Grecians 
celebrate. And as I confefs my Surprize at ma- 
ny things I found among the ^Egyptians, fo I 
more particularly wonder, whence they had this 
Knowledge of Unus ; becJaufe they feem to have 
celebrated him from time immemorial. The 
iEgyptians call him by the Name of Maneros ; 
and fay, he was the only Son of the firft of their 
Kings ; but happening to die by an untimely 
Death in the Flower of his Age, he is lamented 
by the * Egyptians in this Mourning . Song ; 
which is the only Compofition of the kind usU 
in ^gypt 
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In one Particular, the Egyptian manner is 
like that of the Lacedemonians only among all 
the Grecians : For the young Men rife up from 
their Seats, and retire out of the way, at the 
Approach of thofe who are of elder Years; 
which is not pradlis'd in any other Nation of 
Greece. When the ^Egyptians falute one ano- 
ther in publick, they bow the Body reciprocally, 
and carry their Hands to each others Knee. 
They wear a linen Tunick bordered at the bot- 
tom with Fringes, and a Cloak of white wool- 
len Cloth over it ; but to enter into any Temple 
with this Garment, or to be buried in any thing 
made of Wool, is accounted profane. This 
Cuftom is obferv'd by thofe who are initiated 
in the Rites of Orpheus and Bacchus ; which 
were borrowed from the ^Egyptians and Pytha- 
goras. For among them alfo, to interr the Dead 
in woollen Garments is accounted irreligious, 
and certain myfterious Reafons are alledg'd to 
juftify their Opinion. 

The Egyptians were alfo the Inventers of 
divers other things. They affign*d each Month 
and Day to fome particular God ; obferving the 
time of Mens Nativity ; predidting what For- 
tune they fhall have, how they fhall die, and 
what kind of Perfons they fhall be. All which 
the Grecian Poets have made ufe of in their 
Poems. Prodigies abound more in jEgypt^ than 
in all the reft of the World ; and, as often as 
they happen, are defcrib'd in Writing with their 
Confequences •, which Accounts they carefully 
preferve, out of an Opinion, that if the like 
happen at another time, the Event will be the 
fame. Prediftions are not delivered by any hu- 
man Beings but only, by fome of the Gods. 

For 



EUTERPE. 183 

For Hercules^ Apolloy Minerva^ Diana^ Mars^ 
and Jupiter have their feveral Oracles. Yet that 
which they reverence above all others, is the 
Oracle of Latona in the City of Butus, They 
are not all adminiftred in the fame manner, but 
differently. 

In thefe Countries the Art of Phyfick is di- 
ftributed into feveral diftinft Parts, and every 
Phyfician applies himfelf wholly to the Cure of 
one Difeafe only, no Man ever pretending to 
more : By which means all Places abound with 
Phyficians -, fome profeffing to cure the Eyes, 
others the Head, Teeth, or Parts about the 
Belly, whilft others take upon them the Care of 
internal Diftempers. Their manner of mourn- 
ing for the Dead, and their Cuftoms relating to 
Funerals, are thefe. When a Man of any Con- 
fideratlon dies, all the Female Sex of that Fa- 
mily befmear their Heads and Faces with Dirt ; 
and leaving the Body at home, march, attended 
by all their Relations of that Sex, through the 
Streets of the City, with naked Brieafts, and 
Girdles tied about the Wafte, beating themfelves 
as they go : While the Men, on their Part, 
forming another Company, gird and beat them- 
felves in like manner. When this Office is per- 
formed, they go to thofe who are appointed to 
exercife the Trade of Embalming; and as foon 
as the dead Body is brought, the J^mbalmers 
Ihewing feveral Models made of Wood and paint- 
ed, aflc them which fort they would have. One 
of thefe Models is finifh'd with the greateft 
Care, and cal?d by a Name which I am not 
permitted to difcovcr : The fecond is of an in- 
ferior fort and lefs Value ; and the third is the 
mreancft of al^. When thofe who are concern'd, 
N 4 havQ 
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have concluded an Agreement, they return home, 
and the Arttfts fall immediately to work in this 
manner. Firft they draw out the Brains through 
the Noftrils, with a crooked Inftrument of Iron ; 
and infufe certain Medicaments into the vacant 
Space : Then they open the Belly with an ^- 
thiopian Knife made of a (harpned Stone, and 
take out the Bowels; to which, after they are 
cleansed and wafh*d in Palm Wine, they add a 
fufficient Quantity of odoriferous Drugs. When 
this is done, and the Belly filPd with pounded 
Myrrh, Caffia and other Odours, Frankincenfe 
excepted, they few all up again, and lay the 
Body in Nitre for feventy E&ys, which is the 
longeft time allow'd. At the Expiration of this 
Term, they walh the whole Body, and binding 
Fillets of Silk round every part, cover it with 
Gums, which the Egyptians commonly ufe in- 
ftead of Glue. All being thus finifh'd, the Re- 
lations of the Dead receive the Body, and place 
it in a Frame of Wood, fhap'd in the Figure of 
a Man, which they fet upright againft the Wall 
qf the Edifice referv'd to that End. And this 
is the moft coftly way of preferving the Dead. 
Thofe who to avoid fo great Expence, will be 
contented with a more common Preparation, are 
ferv'd in the following manner. They fill Sy- 
ringes with Oil of Cedar, which they injedt by 
the common way, without cutting the Belly, 
or taking* out the Bowels •, and after the Body 
has been laid in Nitre during fo many Days as I 
mention'd before, the Oil of Cedar is let out by 
the Fundament, and by a peculiar Virtue brings 
away all the Guts and Vitals fhrunk and pqtri- 
fiecj, the Nitre having in all this time conlum*d 
the Fleih, and left nothing remaning except 
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the Skm and the Bones. When this is done, 
they deliver the Body without any farther Ope- 
ration. The third and laft manner of prtferv- 
ing the Dead, ufed only for the poorer fort, is 
performed by the Injeftion of certain Liquors to 
cleanfe the Bowels, and laying the Body in Ni- 
tre for feventy Days ; after which they deliver it 
to be carried away by the Perfons concerned. 
The Wives of confiderable Perfons, and all 
Women who have been beautiful, and dear to 
their Relations, .are not delivered to the Em- 
balmers prefently after Death, but kept at home 
three or four Days before they are carried out, 
in order to prevent thofe Artificers from abufing 
the Bodies of fuch Perfons -, one of them havhig 
been formerly accus'd of this Crime by his Com- 
panion. If any jEgyptian, or even a Stranger, 
be found kill'd by a Crocodile, or drown'd in 
the River, wherever the Body comes aftiore, 
the Inhabitants are by Law compelled to pay all 
the Charges of Embalming, and placing it a- 
mong the confecrated Monuments, adjufted in 
the moft coftly manner. For none of his Friends, 
or Relations, or any other, may touch his Body, 
except the Priefts of the Nile^ who bury him 
with their own Hands, as fomething more than 
human. They utterly rejeft the Grecian Cuf- 
toms ; and, to fay all at once, will not receive 
the Ufages of any other People. Which 
Maxim is almoft general among the Egypti- 
ans. 

But the City of Chemmis^ ftanding in the 
Province of ^hebes^ not far from Nea^ has a 
Temple of a quadrangular Form dedicated to 
Perfeus the Son of Danae. This Fabrick is fur- 
rounded with Palm-Trecs, and adorn'd with a 
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fpacious Portico of Stone, on which two vaft 
Statues, of Stone likewife, are erefted. In a Cha- 
pel built within the Limits of the confecrated 
Ground, an Image of Perfeus is plac*d ; where, 
the Inhabitants affirm, the Hero frequently ap- 
pears rifing out of the Earth, as he often does 
m other parts of the Temple ; that th«y have 
one of the Sandals he wore, which is two Cu- 
bits in length ; and that after his Appearance, a 
plentiful Year always enfues in jEgypt. Thefe 
things they fay ; and have inftituted all manner 
of Gymnick Exercifes to the Honour of Per- 
feus^ intirely agreeing with thofe us'd in Greece^ 
rewarding the viftorious with Cattle, Apparel, 
and Skins. When I enquired what might be 
the Reafon that Perfeus appeared only to them, 
and why they differed from the reft of jEgypt in 
appointing thefe Gymnick Exercifes; they an- 
fwer*d, that Perfeus was defcended of their Blood. 
For, faid they, Danaus and Lynceus were both 
Chemmites, and (aiPd together into Greece ; 
enumerating the feveral Generations down to 
Perfeus \ who paffing through jEgypt^ in order 
to fetch the Gorgcm*s Head from Libya^ (as 
the Grecians likewife acknowledge) arriv'd in 
this Country, and having formerly heard the 
Name of Chemmis from his Mother, own'd his 
Relations, and by his Command thefe Gym- 
nick Exercifes were firft inftituted. This Opi- 
nion is received by the ^Egyptians that inhabit 
above the Morafles •, but thofe who live in the 
Fenny Parts, are conformable in Manners to the 
reft of \/Egypt^ and as in other things, fo par- 
ticularly in this, that each Man has no more 
than one Wife, like the Grecians. With refpeft 
to their Food, they ha,ve been the Inventers of 
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divers forts. For when the River fwells and 
overflows the Plains, great Numbers of Lilies, 
which the Egyptians call Lotus, (hoot up thro* 
the Water. Thefe they cut down, and after 
they are dried in the Sun, take out the Heart 
of the Plant j which refembling the Pulp of a 
Meakin, they mould into a Pafte and bake as 
Bread. They likewife eat the Root of the Lo- 
tus, which is round, and equal to an Apple in 
Bignefs. Another Lily grows in the fame 
Places, much like to a Rofe, with a certain 
Fruit found at the Foot of the Stem, in Form 
not unlike a Wafp*s Neft, and cover'd with a 
Pellicule containing divers Kernels of the Size 
of an Olive Stone, which are eaten either ten- 
der or dried. The Byblus they annually gather 
in the Fens, and divide into two Parts; the 
Head is referv'd for other Ufes, but the lower 
Part being of a Cubit in Length, is eaten and 
publickly fold. When any one is defirous to 
eat thefe Stems drefs'd in the beft Manner, he. 
ftews them in a clean Pan. Some among thefe 
People live altogether upon Fifh, which they 
difbowel and dry in the Sun, without any far- 
ther drefling. 

Fishes that are gregarious, and fwim in 
Company, feldom breed in the River •, but when 
the Defire of ingendring feizes them, leave the 
Waters they frequent, and drive out in Shoals 
to the Sea, the Males leading the Way, and 
fcattering their Spawn upon the Surface. This* 
the Females fwallow> as they come up, and are 
thus impregnated; When they find themfelves 
full, they return to their accuftom^d Haunts; 
tho' not under the Condudl of the Males, but 
of the Females j which in their Way home da 
z as 
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as the Males did in their Paflage outwards. For 
they gedl their Eggs like fmall Grains of Millet, 
which the Males that follow devour ; yet fuch 
as remain undevour'd, are fometimes ndiirifh'd 
and become Fi(h. If any of thefe Rlh happen 
to be taken in their Paflage towards the Sea> 
they are found bruis'd on the left fide of the 
Head -, if in their Return, on the right : Be- 
caufe they fwim outwards leaning towards the 
Lwid on the left fide, and when thev return 
keep fo clofe to the Shore, in fear of being car- 
ried down by the Stream, that they iMxiife 
themfelves frequently on the Bank. When the 
Nile begins to overflow, the hollow Vales and 
Morafles that lie near the River, are the firfl:. 
that are filPd by the Inundation, and immedi- 
ately fwarm with infinite Numbers of fmall 
Fifties ; the Reafon of which, as I conjedhire, 
is this: Whilft the annual Inundation of the iV?& 
is retreating back, the Fifties lay their Eggs 
on the Slime, and go off^ with the lafl; of the 
"Waters ; and when the River returns to over- 
flow the fame Places again after the Revolution 
of a Year, thefe Fifties are immediately produced 
from thofe Eggs. 

Th e ^Egyptians who inhabit about the Fens 
ufe an Oil call'd Kiki^ drawn from the Fruit of 
the Sillicyprian Shrub, which they fow upon the 
Borders of Rivers and Lakes. This Plant grows 
wild in Greece j but is fow'd in jEgyptj and bears 
great Abundance of Fruit, tho' of an ill Scent. 
Some bruife it in a Prefs, and fqueeze out the 
Oil ; others put it into Pans which they fet on 
the Fire, and by that means extraft the Juice. 
The Liquor is undluous, and no lefs ufeful in 
Lamps than other Oil •, but the Odour is ftrong 
2 and 
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and difagreeable. Thefe Parts are much infefted 
with Gnats, and theltfore the Inhabitants have 
contrived to defend themfelves from that Infeft 
by the following Means. Thofe who live above 
the Marfhes go up to take their Reft in Towers 
built to that End 5 becaufe the Gnats are pre- 
vented by the Winds from mounting fo high : 
And thofe who inhabit the lower Parts, ufe this 
Artifice inftead of fuch Towers. Every Man 
has a Net, which ferves him by Day to take 
Fi(h, and at Night to defend the Place where 
he fleeps ; for if he fhould wi;ap himfelf up ei- 
ther in his Clothes or any kind of Linen, the 
Gnats would not fail to bite ; but never attempt 
to pafe the Net. Their Ships of Burden are 
made of the Acantha, which in fhape refem- 
bles the Cyraenean Lotus, and diftils a fort of 
Gum. From this Tree they cut Timber of 
about two Cubits fquare, in the fhape of Tyles, 
and fatten thefe Planks together with many long 
Bands, which when they have well compared 
in this manner, they ereft the Benches for the 
Rowers. For they ufe no kind of Ribs or 
arch'd Timber in their Work, but bend the 
Joints of the Infide with Ropes •, having only 
one Rudder, which pafles quite thro* the Planks 
of the Ship, with a Maft of Acantha, and Sails 
of Byblus. Thefe Veflels are altogether unfit 
to mount the River againft the Stream, and 
therefore are always drawn up, unlefs the Wind 
prove very frefh and favourable. But . when 
they go with the Current, they faften a Hurdle 
of Tamaris with a Rope to the Prow of the 
Veflel. This Hurdle is ftrengthen'd with Bands 
of Reeds, and fo let down into the Water. They 
have likewife a Stone, pisre'd thro* ^e middle, 
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of about two Talents in weight, which they alfo 
let down into the River by another Rope made 
feft to the Poop ; and by this means the Stream 
bearing hard upon the Hurdle carries down the 
Ship with great Expedition, whilft the weight of 
the Stone balances and keeps it fteady. Thefc 
Veflels are very numerous in thdfe Parts, and 
fome of them carry the weight of many thouiand 
Talents. 

When the Nile has overflowed, nothing is 
feen in M^pt^ except the Cities, which appear 
like the Iflands of the Mgean Sea. All the reft 
of the Country is covered with the Flood, and 
Veflels hold not the fame Courfe as at other 
Times by the Channel of the River, but thro* 
the midft of the Plains. Thofe who would pafi 
from Naucratis to Memphis^ leave the common 
Route, which is by the Pyramids, to fail by the 
Point of Delta and by the City of Cercafora : And 
the Paflage from Campus and the Seat to Nau- 
cratis^ is thro* the Plains, by the Cities of ^». 
tbylla and Arcbandra. Since JEgypt has been un- 
der the Dominion of the Perfians, the Revenues 
of Anthylhy which is a confiderable Gty, have 
been always given to the Wife of the Perfon 
who is entrufted with the Government, for her 
Expence in Shoes. And the other, as I con» 
jedhire, was nam*d Arcbandra by Danaus^ who 
married the Daughter of Arcbander of Ptbios^ 
the Son of Acb^eus. *Tis poflible there may 
have been another Arcbander ; but mofl: certam 
that this Name is not -Egyptian. 

Having hitherto advanced nothing con- 
cerning the ^Egyptians except what I have ei- 
ther feen, or known by Inquiry ; I fliall now 
proceed to give fome Account of their Reports 
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and Traditions, which yet will be .interwoven 
with divers things that I faw. The Priefts in- 
formed me, that MeneSj who was the firft King 
of ^gypty by throwing up a Rampart above 
Memphis of about a hundred Stades in length, 
ftretching towards the South, dried up that 
part of the Nile^ which to his time had pafs*d 
by the Foot of the Mountain of Sand in Libya^ 
and caused the Water to run from a certain An- 
gle thro* the Hills by a new Channel : That 
this Pafl&ge is diligently preferv'd in our time, 
and annually repdr^d by the Perfians •, becaufe 
if the River fhould at any time break thro* 
the Bank, the whole City would probably be 
drown'd. They added, that the fame Menesy 
after he had diverted the courfe of the Water, 
built the City which to this Day is cal?d Mem-^ 
phis J within the antient Bed of the River ; and 
indeed this Place is fituate in one of the nar- 
roweft Streights of Mgypt : That, on the North 
and Weft Side he caused a Lake to be made 
without the Walls from the River, which pafles 
on the Eaftwardly Part, and founded the mag- 
nificent and memorable Temple of Vulcan in the 
fame Qty, After this the fame Priefts read to 
me from a Book, the Names of three hundred 
and thirty Kings who had reign*d after Menes. 
During all which time eighteen were -Ethio- 
pians, one Woman, and the reft Egyptians. 
The Woman, like the Queen of Babylon^ was 
calPd by the Name of Nitocris -, and they in- 
formed me, that after flie had received the Power 
from the Hands of the Egyptians, who had flain 
her Brother and immediate Predeceflbr, ftie re- 
yeng*d his Death by the following Artifice. 
She built a Palace for herfelf, with a fpacious 
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Hall under Ground, which (eem*d ftrange ta 
others; but was contriv'd in order to execute 
the Defign (he had laid. For having invited all 
thofe ihe knew to have been principally con- 
cemM in the Death of her Brodier, to a great 
Feaft, (he let in the River by a private Way, 
and drown'd them all together ; flie herfelf efca- 
ping in the mean time into another Apartment, 
fo well fecur*d with a Rampart of Ames as to 
preferve her Life. This Account they gave of 
Nitocris, But of the other Kings they feid no- 
thing, becaufe they had performed no memora- 
ble Adion ; except Mrm, who being the laft 
of them, built the Portico of Vtdcan^s Temple, 
fronting to the Northward, and caus'd a Lake 
to be made (the Dimenfions of which I (hall 
defcribe hereafter) with Pyramids, which I fhall 
alfo mention when I come to fpeak of the Lake. 
In a Word, they aflur'd me he had done thefe 
great things, and all the reft nothing. And 
therefore I (hall pa(s them by, to relate the me- 
morable Aftions of a fucceeding King» whofe 
Name was Sefoftris. 

The Priefts a(Erm*d, that this King was the 
firft, who paffing thro* the Arabian Gulph with 
a Fleet of long Ships, (ubdued thofe Nations that 
inhabit about the Red Sea\ and continued his 
Expedition, till certain Sands prevented him from 
advancing farther : That returning to jEgypt^ he 
aflembled a numerous Army, with which he 
Janded on the Continent, and conquered all the 
Countries where he pafs'd : That wherever he 
(ubdued any valiant People, (ighting ftrotitioudy 
to preferve their Liberty, he erefted a Column 
in that Place, with an Infcription declaring his 
own Name and Country, and that he had con- 
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3uer*d them by his Power: But when he fub-^ 
ued a Nation either without fighting, or by an 
eafy Viftory, he caused a Pillar and Infcriptions 
to be ereifted, as in the Places where he found 
the greateft Refiftance, with the Addition of 
Figures reprefenting the fecret Part of a Wo- 
man, to perpetuate the Memory of their Cow- 
ardice. In this manner extending his Conquefts 
thro* the Continent, he march*d out of Jfia into 
Europe^ and fubdued the Scythians and Thra- 
cians. For fo fer, and no farther, the -Egyp- 
tian Army appears to have penetrated, becaufe 
their Pilkrs are to be feen in thofe Countries, 
and no where beyond them. From thence re- 
turning to Mgypt^ and arriving at the River Pha^ 
JiSy I cannot affirm, whether he appointed part 
of his Army to inhabit that Country, or whe- 
ther fome of his Forces grown uneafy with the 
Fatigues of their Expedition, did voluntarily re- 
main in that Region \ but the Inhabitants rof 
Colchis feem to me of -Egyptian Extradtion^ 
which I colleded rather from my own Experi- 
ence, than the Information of others. And 
tho* upon Inquiry I found more evident Marks 
of this Relation among the Colchians than in 
^gypt\ yet the -Egyptians fay they believe 
them to be defcended from a part of the Ar- 
my of Sefoftris -, which I think probable, be- 
caufe their Complexion is fwarthy, and their 
Hair firizled, tho' no certain Proof; for others 
are fo likewife. But that which weighs moft 
with me is, • that the Colchians, Egyptians, 
and -Ethiopians are the only Nations of the 
World, who fh>m time immemorial have been 
circiuncis'd. For the Phoenicians, and thofe 
Syrians that lahabit P^/lg/f /»^, acknowledge they 
O received 
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received the Circumclfion from the jjEgyptiaiis : 
As the other Syrians, who pofleis the .Countries 
gdjacent to the River "Thermodw and Partbenim^ 
with their Neighbours the Macronians, confeTs 
they very lately leam'd the fame Qiftom fiom 
the ColclnaBS. And thefe are the only Nations 
that are circumcis'd, and imitate the Egyptians 
in the Ufe of this Ceremony. But whether the 
Ethiopians had this Ufage from the Egyptians, 
or thefe, on the contrary, from the Ethiopi- 
ans, is a thing too ancient and obfcure for me 
to determine. Yet I am inclined to believe that 
the Ethiopians took up this Cuftom by con^ 
verfing with the Egyptians ; becauie we ix 
that none of thofe Phoenicians, who have any 
Commerce with the Grecians, continue to imi- 
tate the Egyptians in this Ufage, of drcumci- 
fing their Children. One thing more I (hall 
mention, in which the Colchians rdemble the 
Egyptians. They alone of all People work 
their Thread after the manner of Mgjpt ; and 
the fame way of Living, as well as the fiune 
Language, is common to both Nations-, tbo* 
the Grecians call the Thread they import from 
Colchis^ by the Name of Sardonian, and thtf 
which comes from j^gypt by the proper Name 
of the Country. 

The Pillars eredled hy Se/ojir is King of jE- 
gypf in the Countries he fubdued, were for th« 
moft part demoli(h*d : Yet I faw fome of tjbcBi 
ftanding in the Syrian Paleftinej with the Infcrip- 
tions I mentioned before, and the genital Parts of 
a Woman. Two Images likewife of this King, 
carv'd on Stone, are ieen in Imia^ upon ^e 
Ways that ,lead from. Epheftis to Pbo^a^ ^ 
ixoxa.Sardis to Smyrna. His f igurb is ^ve Fala]i3 

io 
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ill height, holding a Bow in one Hand and art 
Arrow in the other, and arm'd after the -ffigyp- 
tian and iEthiopian Manner. On a Line drawn 
from one Shoulder to the other thefe Words ^ ait 
engraved in the facred Letters of j^gypt^ I ob^ 
taifCd this Regim by the Strength of thefe Arms. 
*rhe Stone does not dtfcover who the P«fon re- 
prefented was, nor from whence he came ; and 
tho' this is well known by other means, yet (bme 
who have feen the Monument, have grofly mif- 
tafcen it for an Image of Mcmnon. The Priefts 
farther informed me, that Sefoftris followed by 
great Numbers of Qiptives drawn out of the 
Countries he had conquered, landed in his Re- 
turn at the Peluftan Daphne ; where his Brother, 
to whom he had committed the Government of 
Mgypt during his Abfencc, defir'd him to accept 
the Entertainment of his Houfe for himfelf and 
Sons ; and having prevailed with the Kirtg to 
ftay, he caused a great quantity of combuftible 
Matter to be laid in all the Faflages, and fet on 
fire : That Sefoftris being informed of the Dan- 
ger, and confulting with his Wife, who had ac- 
company*d him in his Expedition, ftie advis*d 
him to take two of his fix Sons, and extending 
their Bodies on the Fire, form a kind of Bridge 
in order to make his Efcape : That her Counfel 
was put in Execution, and two of his Sons pe- 
rifhing in the Flames, he himfelf with all the 
reft was preferved ; and afterwards punifh^d his 
Brother in an exemplary manner for this Trea- 
chery: That as to the multitude of Prifoners 
he brought ^ith him from his foreign Con- 
quefts, he employed them partly in drawing 
thofe immenfe Stones, which are feen in the 
Temple of Vukan^ and partly in digging the Ca- 
O 2 nals 
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nals of jEgypt^ which has rendred the Ways 
imprafticable for Horfcmen, ot any kind of 
Land-Carru^e, whereas before that time they 
were conftantly frequented by both: But the 
Number and different Forms of thefe Aqueduds 
in a Country, which is altogether level, has 
made them inacceffible to either. Yet this was 
defien'd by Sifoftris^ to the end that thofe who 
inhsSit the Cities and other Places that lie re- 
mote from the River, and have no Rain, m^ht 
be plentifully fupplied with Water to drink, 
out of their own Wells, after the Inundations 
of the Nik are withdrawn : And for this Rea- 
fon, thefe Canals were cut throughout ^gypt. 
They told me alio that this King made an equal 
Divifion of all the Lands in ^gypty and af- 
fign*d a fquare Piece of Ground to every IS^ 
gyptian, referving to himfelf a certain Rent, 
which he commanded them to pay annually; 
yet if the River happened to dimini(h any Man's 
Portion, he prefentJy went with his Complaint 
to the King, who always deputed certain In- 
fpeftors to meafure the Remainder of the Land, 
and adjuft the Payment in Proportion to the 
Lofs. Herje Geometry, as I conje&ure^ had 
its beginning, and was aifterwards introduced a- 
mong the Grecians. But Aftronomy, with the 
Ufe of the Gnomon, and the Divifion of tie 
Day into twelve Parts, they received from the 
Babylonians : Sefojtris alone of all the Egyptian 
Kings was Matter of jEtbiopia -, and for a Mo' 
nument of his Pofleffion, left divers Statues of 
Stone ereded at the Entrance of Vulcatfs Tem- 
ple. Two of thefe, reprefenting himfelf and 
his Wife, are thirty Cubits in height; and 
four other Statues reprefenting his four Sons arc 

of 
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of twenty Cubits each. Many Ages after, 
when the Statue of Darius the Perfian was 
brought thither, the Prieft of Vulcan would 
not lufFer it to be plac'd above that of Sefo- 
ftris^ faying openly, that the Aftions of the Per- 
fian were not fo illuftrious as thpfe of the ^- 
gyptian King. For befides the Conqueft of Scy- 
thia^ his othe]^ Acquifitions were equal to thofe 
of Darius^ who could not fubdue the Scythi- 
ans : And to prefer a Man before S'efojiris^ who 
had not furpafs'd him in glorious Aftions, 
would be unjuft. All which was forgiven by 
Darius. 

After the Death of Sefoftris, his Son Pbe- 
ron fucceeded him in the Kingdom. But he 
undertook no military Expedition, and became 
blind by this Accident : At a Time when the 
Nile had overflowed in an extraordinary manner, 
to the height of more than eighteen Cubits a- 
bove the Surface of the Earth, a great Storm of 
Wind arofe, and put the Waters into a violent 
Agitation. Upon this the King, in an infolent 
Humour, took a Javelin in his Hand, and hav- 
ing thrown it among the rolling Billows,, was 
prefently feiz*d with a Pain in his Eyes, which 
made him blind for ten Years. In the eleventh 
Year, a Mef&ge was brought from the Oracle 
of Butus^ importing, that the time of his Pu- 
nifhment was expired, and he /hould recover his 
Sight, if he would wafli his Eyes with the U- 
rine of a Woman, who had never accompanied 
with any other Man than her own Hufband. In 
Obedience to the Oracle, he firft tried the U- 
rine of his own Wife ; but finding no Relief, 
made ufe of that of others indiiFerently, till at 
laft his Sight was reftor*d. Upon which he or- 
O 3 der'd 
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dcr'd all thofe Women wfaofe Urine he had un- 
fuccefsfiilly tried, to be fcnt to a Pkcc call'd £- 
rythrebolus^ from the rcdnefe of the Soil, where 
he caus'd them to be burnt, together with the 
Gty \ and married the Woman by whofe means 
he had been cur'd of his Blindnefs. After this, 
he dedicated many confiderabie Offerings in all 
the Temples, to perpetuate the Memory of his 
Recovery \ but the moft memorable were two 
magnificent Obelifks which he erected in the 
Temple of the Sun, each of one Stone only, a 
hundred Cubits in height, and eight Cubits in 
breadth. The Pricfts farther informed me, that 
a Native of Memphis^ who in the Grecian Ltn- 
|(uage would be nam^d Proteus^ fucceeded him 
m the Kingdom, and is honoured in a ftatdy 
Temple, which is ftill feen zt Memphis^ richly 
adom'd, and (landing on the North Side of that 
dedicated to Vulcan. The Parts adjacent to the 
Temple are inhabited by Phoenicians of 95^^, 
and all that Region is call'd the Tyrian Camp. 
In this Temple is a Chapel dedica^ to Venus 
the Stranger^ which I conje(5htfe to be meant of 
fielena the Daughter of TyndaruSj who, as I 
have heard, went under that Name, and refided 
fome time in the Court of Proteus. For of all 
the Temples that are dedicated to the othcf 
Venus^ not one is known by this Name. And 
indeed, when I enquired of the Priefts concern* 
ing Helena^ they told me, that after Alexander 
had carried her off from Sparta^ he met with a 
violent Storm in his Return homewards, which 
drove him out of the ^gean into the Egyptian 
Sea ; and ftill continuing with great Fury, forc'd 
him to put in at Tarichea^ a Place iituate in the 
Cahopeari Mouth of the River Nile. On that 

Shore 
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Shore flood a Temple of Hercules^ whicl^ re- 
mains tx) this Day, whither, if the Serv^li*^' 
of any Pcrfon^ flies, and devoting himfelf to tlffe 
God, takes upon him cert^n facrcd M^s^ he^ 
may not be rorc'd from thtence under any Pre- 
text: And this- Privikge- has beerr prelerv*d' 
without Violation ta our Time. When th««- 
fore the Slaves' of Alexander had heard of this 
Immunity, they fled ta the Tfemple, and as 
SuppHants putting themfdves undier the Pro- 
teftion of Hercules^ accused their Mafter of . the 
Rape of Helena^ omitting nothing that might 
aggravate die In^ry he had; done to Menelaus. 
Thefe Compbinfe^ were made in the Prefence 
of the PHeflfei ^before the Governor of that 
Province, whofe Name wa» THionis. Upon 
which the Governor immediately difpatclfcl a 
Meffenger to Proteus^ at Memphis^ with Orders 
to infbrm him, *' That a certain Stranger, bom 
** at Troy^ was antv'd, who had been guilty of 
*' a moft nefarious A6Hon in Greece •, having fe- 
*' duc'd the Wife of Ws Hofl:^ and carried her 
*' away with immenfe Riches: That a violent 
*' Tempeft had fbrc'd him to land mMgypt^ 
*' and that therefore the King would deter- 
*' mine, whether he ftiould be permitted to 
" depart with Inipunity, or whether he, and 
" all he had brought with him, fliould be 
" feiz^d ?" In Anfwer to this Meflage Proteus 
commanded, that the Man, whoever he was, 
that had fo injurioufly viohited the Rights of 
Hofpitality, fliould be fent to him, that he 
might hear what he had to fay for himfelf. 
Which Anfwer being brought to Thonis^ h^ 
feiss'd the Perfon of Alexander *j fecur'd his Ships, 
and fent him ta Memphis^ with Helena;, his 
O 4 Richesg 
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Riches, and all his Slaves. When they aniv*d 
there, and Proteus had aflt'd Alexander^ who he 
was, and whence he came, he gave him an Ac- 
count of his Family, Country, Name, and to 
what Parts he was bound. But the King pro- 
ceeding to demand, in what Place he had met' 
with Helena^ he began to fhift, and to deliver 
his Anfwtr in ambiguous Words ; till the fiigi- 
tive Suppliants openly accus'd him, and difco- 
ver'd all the Circumibnces of his Crime. Then 
Proteus faid, " If I were not very unwilling to 
" put Strangers to Death, forc*d by the Wmds 
to take Refuge in my Territories, I would 
avenge the Injuries thou haft done to that 
Grecian : Thou haft fhewn thyfelf the bafeft 
of Men, in violating the (acred Laws of Hof- 
pitality, and feducing the Wife of one, who 
entertained thee in his Houfc with Kindnefi ; 
and, as if it had not been enough to debauch 
his Wife, thou haft brought her away with 
thee ; and to compleat thy Crime, haft robb'd 
him of his Treafures : Therefore, though I 
cannot perfuade myfelf to kill a Stranger, yet 
I will not fufFer thee to carry away the Wo- 
man, or the Riches thou haft plundered ; but 
(hall preferve both, in order to reftore them 
to thy injured Hoft, upon his Demand ; com- 
manding thee and all thy Companions to de- 
part out of my Kingdom within three Days, 
under Pain of being treated as Enemies.** In 
this manner the Priefts reported the Arrival of 
Helena m JEgypt. And I am of Opinion, that 
Homer had heard the fame Relation j but not 
thinking it proper to be inferted in an Epick 
Poem with thefe Circumftances, he altered the 
Relation, though he has plainly fhewn he was 

not 
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not ignorant of what I have mentionM; as is 
fufEciently manifeft in his Iliad^ and never re- 
traded in any part of that Work. For defcrib- 
ing the Voyages of Alexander^ he fhews, that 
after he had been driven through divers Seas, he 
arriv'd at Sidon in Phtsnicia ; which is prov'd by 
thefe Verfes, inferted in the Defcription of Dio- 
medes*s Valour. 

^ere Garments lay^ in various Colours wrought^ 
*Tbe Work ^SidonV Dames^ from Sidon brought 
By Godlike Paris, when he plow'd the SeaSj 
And high-born Helen wafted o'er from Greece. 

In the Odyffes aUb the following Lines are read. 

Jove'j Daughter had an Antidote in fiore^ 
fVhich fhe received from PolydamneV Hand^ 
Wife to tV Egyptian Thonis': For that Soil 
Abounds no lefs with good than noxious Plants. 

To which may be added thefe Words of Mene^ 
laus to Telemachus. 

The Gods detained me on tV ASgyptian Shore^ 
Becaufe I failed whole Hecatombs to pay^ 
Which they expeSed. 

The Tenor of thefe Verfes fufficiently (hews, 
that Homer was not ignorant of Alexander's Ar- 
rival in jEgypt. For the Coaft of Syria lies next 
adjoining to that of ASgypt^ and the Phoenici- 
ans of Sidon are Inhabitants of Syria. So that 
thefe Lines, together with the Mention of this 
Region, plainly prove that Homer was not the 
Author of the Cyprian Verfes y •but fome other 
2 Perfon. 
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Pcrfon. For they affirm, that yfhtn ySeifander 
brought away Helena from Sparta^ he hsid both 
Wind and Weather fo favourable, that he arrived 
at *Tr(y^ in three Days, whereas Homer in his 
Miad iays he was driven itorA one Pkce to 
another. And fo I take my leave of him and 
the Cyprian Verfes. 

When I afk*d the Priefts whether the Ac- 
count of the Trojan War, as related by the 
Grecians, was not an impertinent Story, t^ey 
afTut'd me they were informed by Menelaus him- 
felf, that ^er the Rape of Helena^ thfe Greckns 
refolving to affift him, form*d a nttmcroHS^ Array, 
and landed in Teucris : That upon their landing 
they maifc'd out and fortified aCamp^ and fent 
Ambafladors to Iliumj of which Embafly Mene- 
laus was one : That theie Amba^dors went to 
the City, and donanded H^lenaj with all the 
Treafures jUexander nad ftolen, and Satisfedlion 
for the Injuries done: That the Trdara {Mioteft^ 
ed and fwore, both at that time and fince, that 
ndther Helena^ nor the Riches they demanded, 
were in their Power, but in jEgyp^ ; and titere- 
fore to demand Reftitution from them, of things 
that were in the Pofleffion of Proteus King of 
yEgypi, was^ unjuft : That the Grecians taxing 
this Anfwer for a mere Mockery, began the 
Siege, which they continued till the City was 
ta?ken : That when they were Maflters of Troy^ 
finding the Trojans ftiU perfifting in their Afle- 
veratibns, and Helena no where appearing, they 
gave Credit to their former Proteftations^ and 
ftnt Menelaus to jEgypt ; where being arriv*d, 
he- fkil'd up to Memphis^ and having truly related 
what had pafs'd, was afFedionately entertain*d 
by the King j hii his Wife, with all his Trea- 
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furcs, reftoPd to him without any Injury done 
to her Perfon ; and that notwithftanding this 
Kindnefs, Menelaus provM ungrateful to the M^ 
gyptians : For being long detained in JEgypt by 
contrary Winds, he perpetrated a moft impious 
Adion; taking two Children, Natives of that 
Country, and opening their Bodies, in order to 
confult their Intrails ccMicerning his Departure v 
which being difcover*d, and the Inhabitants m 
Deteftation of his Cruelty preparing to fei^e 
him, he fet fail with Precipitation, and fled to^ 
Libya \ though what farther Adventures he had 
they could not tell : Concludiftg, that they had 
learnt feme of thefe Particulars from the InfiiH^- 
mation of others, and were folly afliirM of the 
reft, becaufe they were done among them. Ti> 
this Relation of the Priefts, if I Aciild add my 
own Opinion ccHKeming Helena^ I would iiiy, 
that if fhe had been within the Temtoi4e& fk 
Ilium^ doubtlefe the Trojans would haV9 flir- 
render'd to the Grecians, ekher with or with- 
out the Confent of jUexander. For certainly 
Priamus, and all thofe about him, could ne- 
ver be fo defperately mad t© bring themfelves^ 
with their Children and the whole Kingdom, 
into the utmoft Hazard, only that ^exandep 
might enjoy Helena. But let us fuppofe they 
might take fueh a Refolution at firft ; yet after 
the Slaughter of fuch vaft Numbers of Trojana,^ 
together with two or three of the King's Sons, 
or more, if we may believe the Poets, that were 
killed, fighting againft the Grecians, I cannot 
forbear to think, that if Priamus himfelf had 
married Helena^ he would have rcftor'd her to 
the Achaians, to be delivered from fo grea« a 
Calamity. Befides, Alexa^nder not bdng tha 

next 
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next Heir to the Crown, could have no Pretence 
to govern all things during the Life of an aged 
King : HeSlor was elder than he ; rightful Suc- 
ceflbr to Priarhus^ and much more confiderable 
for Valour; and could not with any Decency 
abet and fupport the Injuftice of his Brother; 
by whofe means fo many EvUs had already hap- 

Gn*d, and were daily impending over his own 
ead, and over all the Trojans in general. But 
indeed Helena was not in their Power, though 
the Grecians would not believe them when they 
{poke the truth ; Heaven permitting, as I con- 
jedure, that they Ihould be utterly deftroy*d, in 
order to convince Men, that the Gods have great 
PunifhmentS in Referve for atrocious Crimes. 
And thus I have delivered my Opinion concern- 
ing thefe things. 

The Priefts likewife informed me, that up- 
on the Death of Proteus^ Rampjinitus fucceeded 
him, and for a Monument of his Magnificence, 
added to the Temple of Fulcan a Portico front- 
ing to the Weft, and ereAed two Statues before 
this Building, of twenty five Cubits each. One 
of (hefe looks to the Northward, and is adored 
by the Egyptians under the Name of Summer : 
The other racing the South, is altc^ether neg- 
lefted, and goes by the Name of Winter. Ramp- 
Jinitus heaped together a far greater Quantity of 
Silver than any of the fucceeding Kings are faid 
to have poflefs*d -, and being defirous to fecure 
his Treafures, built an Apartment of Stone, 
which had one Wall on the Outfide of the Pa- 
lace. This Situation the Architedl made ufe of 
to deceive the King, and placed one of the 
Stones in fo loofe a mamier, that a Man might 
eafily take it out. Some time after the Build- 
ing 
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mg was finifh'd, and the King had lodged his 
Riches in the Place, the Architeft lying upon 
his Death-bed, calPd his two Sons, and acquaint- 
ed them, that he had contrived the King's Trea- 
fury in fuch a manner, that they might always 
furnifti themfelves with the means of living 
plentifully; direAing them to the Place, and ex- 
plaining all the Particulars they were to obfervc, 
in taking out and putting in the Stone : In a 
Word, he told them, if Siey would follow his 
Inftruftions, they might be Treafurers of all the 
King's Riches. The Sons waited not long after 
the Death of their Father to put his Counfel in 
Execution, and went by Night to the Palace; 
where having found the Place, they remov'd 
the Stone without Difficulty, and carried off a 
great Quantity of Silver. Rampjinitus entring 
one Day mto the Treafury, and feeing his Heaps 
much diminilh'd, fell into a great Surprize 5 in 
regard he knew not whom to blame, having 
found all entire, and the Apartment, in Appear- 
ance, well fecur*d. But after the King had two 
or three times fucceffivcly vifited his Treafures, 
and always found them diminifh'd, he ordered 
Nets to be made, and fpread about the Veflels 
that contained his Money. The Thieves com- 
ing as before, one of them entered, and going 
to a Veflel fill'd with Silver, was prefently taken 
in the Snare. Kndbg himfelf in this Extremi- 
ty, he immediately call'd his Brother, and ac- 
quainting him with his Misfortune, defir'd him 
to come in, and cut ofF his Head, left the whole 
Intrigue fhould be difcover'd, and neither of 
them efcape with Life. The Brother compre- 
hending the Reafbn of his Requeft, did as he 
defir'd, and having put the Stone in its proper 
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Phce, return'd home with the Head. Earljr ia 
the Morning the King coming to the Treafury, 
was not a little aftonifh'd to find die Body of 
the Thief taken in the Net without a Head, and 
the whole Edifice entire, without the leaft S^ 
of any Perfon going out or coming in. In this 
Perpkxity he went away, and ccmunanded the 
Body to be han^d on the Wall ; appointing a 
Guard, with ftndl Orders, if they ihould fee 
any one weeping at the Spdftacle, or pitying 
the Perfon. to bring him immediately b^ore 
the King. But no fooner was the Body thus 
cxpos'd, than the Mother fell into a grcsit Paf- 
fion, and commanded her furviving Son, by 
any Means he could contrive, to take down and 
bring away the Corps of his Brother : Threat- 
ning, if he refused, to go to the King, and let 
him know that he was the Thief who had 
robb*d the Treafury. The Son eameftly en- 
deavoured to dlffuade his Mother from her Pur- 
pofe; but finding nothing could prevail^ he 
made ready his Afles, and having loaded them 
with Skins fill*d with Wine, and driven them 
near the Guards that were appointed Id watch 
the dead Body, he open'd two or thcee of the 
Skins, and when he law the Wine numing out, 
ftruck himfelf upon the Head, and cried out Jia- 
mcntably -, as if his Confiifion had been fb great, 
that he knew not to which of his AflS he 
ihould run firft. The Guards feeing fo much 
Wine loft, ran prefently to the Afles with Pots 
in their Hands to receive the Liquor, and make 
ufe of the prefent Opportunity ; which the 
Man perceiving, feign'd himfelf highly incensed, 
and raiPd bitterly againft the Soldxersl But 
they, on the contrary, giving him good Words, 

he 



EUTERPE. 207 

he grew c^lm again, and pretending to be pa- 
cified, led his Affes out of the Way, as if he 
d^fign*4 to fecure the reft of his Wine ; till at 
teft, felling into a Dialogue of Mirth and Rail- 
lery with the Guards, he gave one of the 
Skins among them. The Soldiers immediately 
{at <iown to drink, and taking him by the 
Hand, defir'd him to do as they did j which 
he accepti|>g, and finding them fond of his 
0>mpany, w^s fo liberal of his Wine, that 
they made themfelves drunk, and fell afleep in 
the Place. By this means he took down his 
Brother in the dead of Night ; and having, in 
Derifipn, ftiav'd all the Gqard on the right 
Cheek, he laid the Body upon one of his Afles, 
and brought it home to his Mother, according 
to her Defire. They added, that the King 
hearing the Body of the Thief had been ftolen, 
was much difturb*d; and refolving, by any 
Means, to find out the Contriver of this Arti- 
fice, formed a Defign, which to me feems in- 
credible 5 commanding his Daughter to profti- 
tute herfelf at home to all Comers indifferent- 
ly, after having firft oMig'd every one in parti- 
cular, ^to let her know the moft fubtle, and moft 
wicked Anions of his whole Life ; ^nd enjoin- 
ing h^r, when any one fhouJd diicover himfclf 
guilty of the Faft relating to the Thief, that 
ftie ftiould lay Hands on him, and not fuffer him 
to efcape. His Daughter ob^'d * and the Thief 
not ignorant to what End this Contrivance 
tended, and d^firous to elude the King's. Defign, 
cut oflF.an Arm from the Body pf a Man newly 
fiacpir*d, aod putting it under hit Cloak, went 
to the Dauglier of Rm^nitus. At his com- 
U^g9 wh9P 4l&<fl^!d Jum the faxne Quefjtions ihe 
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Side of that River ; and ordering others to con- 
vey them from thence towards the Mountain 
caird Libycus. About a hundred thoufand Men 
were employ'd in this Labour, ten thoufand eve- 
ry three Months : And ten Years were ipent in 
the building of a Bridge, which I think to be a 
Work little lefs confiderable than the Pyramid. 
For that Bridge is five Stades in length ; fixty 
Foot broad; and in the higheft part, forty 
eight Foot in Altitude ; all of polifh'd Stone, 
and carv'd with the Figures of various Animals. 
The Pyramid, and the fubterraneous Vaults, 
built within the Hill, on which the Pyramids 
ftand, were the Labour of twenty Years. Into 
this Place he conveyed the Nile^ by a Trench, 
and form'd a little Ifland in the midft of the 
Waters, defigning to place his Sepulchre on that 
Ground. This Pyramid is Quadrilateral, every 
Face containing eight Plethrons in length, and 
the fame Meafure in height. All the Stones are 
thirty Foot long, well fquar'd, and jointed with 
the greateft Exaftnefs ; rifing on the Outfide by 
a gradual Afcent, which fome call Stairs, and 
others little Altars, contriv'd in the following 
Manner; When they had laid the firft Range, 
they carried other Stones up thither, by a fhort 
Engine of Wood, and from thence to the fe- 
cond by another; for thefe Engines thus em- 
ploy'd, were equal in Number to the feveral Or- 
ders of Stone : Or perhaps the Engine was but 
one; and being eaiily manag*d, might be re- 
moved as often as they plac'd a Stone ; for I 
have heard the Relation both ways. The lugh- 
eft were firft fini{h*d, and the reft in their pro- 
per Order ; but laft of all thofe that are loweft 
and neareft the Ground. On this Pyramid, an 
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Infcriptioil IS feen, declaring in -SIgyptian Cha- 
rafters, how much was expended in Radifties^ 
Onions and Garlick for the Workmen ; which 
the Interpreter, as I well remember, told me, 
amounted to no lefs than the Sum of fixteen 
hundred Talents of Silver. And if this be true^ 
how much more may we think was expended in 
Iron Tools, in firead, and in Cloaths for the 
Labourers, during the time they were building 
this Monument; befides the great Sums that 
muft of Neceflity have been fpent, while they 
were employed in tranfporting the Stones, and 
digging the fubtcrraneous Vaults ? In the End ^ 
Cheops having exhaufted his Treafures, arriv*d 
to fuch a Degree of Infamy, that he proftituted 
his own Daughter in a certain Apartment -, com- 
manding her to get as much Money &s fhe 
could ; but the Sum they mentioned not. She 
obeyed the Order of her Father ; and at the 
fame time contriving to leave a Monument of 
herfelf, afk*d every one that came, to give hei* 
a Stone towards the Edifice fhe defign'd. By 
which means fhe built that Pyramid which flands 
in the MIdft of the three, within View of the 
great Pyramid, and extends to the length of 
a Plethron and half on every fide of the Bafis. 
Fifty Years, as the -Egyptians fay, Cheops reign'd, 
and when he was dead, his Brother Cephrenes 
fucceeded to the Kingdom; imitating him in 
other things, and particularly in building a Pyra- 
mid ; which yet is far inferior in Dimenfions to 
that of Cheops (for we ourfelves meafur*d them) 
having no fubtcrraneous Chambers, nor a Chan- 
nel, like the other, derived from the Nile j and 
forming a kind of Ifland within, on which they 
fay the Body of Cheops . lies depofited. The 
P 2 lower 
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lower part of this Fabrick is built with -Ethio- 
pian Nlarble of various Colours, forty Foot from 
the Ground. But they are both of equal Alti- 
tude, and {land on the fame Hill; which rifed 
to the height of about a hundred Foot. They 
inform'd me, that Cepbrenes reign*d fifty fix 
Years ; and that the /Egyptians having been thus 
opprefs'd with all manner of Calamities, diuing 
one hundred and fixty Years, in all which time 
the Temples were never open*d, had conceiv*d 
fo great an Averfion to the Memory of the two 
Kings, that no Egyptian will mention thdr 
Names; but always attribute their Pyramids to 
one PhiliPion a Shepherd, who kept his Cattle 
in thofe Parts. They {aid alfo, that after the 
Death of Cepbrenes^ Mycerinus the Son of Cheops 
became King ; and difapproving the Conduft of 
his Father, opened the Temples, and permitted 
the People, who are reducM to the laft Extre- 
mities, to apply themfelves to their own Aflairs, 
and to facrifice as in preceding times : That the 
/Egyptians praife this King above all others} 
particularly for admini{lring Ju{lice with fo 
much Clemency, that when any Man complained 
of a hard Sentence, he us*d to make him amends, 
by fome Prefent out of his own Treafury : That 
while he was thus beneficent to his People, and 
careful of their Welfare, the firfl Nlisfortunc 
that befel him, was the Death of his only 
Daughter ; with which Calamity being extremely 
afBifted, he refolv'd to bury her in an extra* 
ordinary manner ; and having caus*d the Im^ 
of a Cow to be made of Wood richly guilded 
with Gold, he put the Body of his Daughter 
into the Machine. This Cow was not interred 
in the Ground ; but continued to my time, 

exposed 
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exposed to open View, in a magnificent Cham* 
ber of the Royal Palace in the City of Sais \ 
where they bum exqifite Odours all the Day, 
and illuminate the Place by Night with a 
Lamp. In another Room contiguous to this^ 
^re feen the Images of Mycerinus his Concu- 
bines, as the Priefts of Sais affirm : And indeed 
about twenty Statues of Wood ftand naked in 
that Place ; but touching the Women they re- 
prefent, I know no more than they wer^ 
pleas'd to tell me. Yet Ibme giving a difFe-* 
rent Account of this Monument, and of thefe 
Statues, fay, that Mycerinus falling in Love 
with his Daughter, us*d violent Means to ob- 
tain her; which ftie refenting, hanged herfelf^. 
and was buried in this manner by her Fathers 
That her Mother cut off the Hands of her 
Maids, for affifting Mycerinus in the Rape of 
his Daughter -, and for that Reafon, fay they,, 
the Statues are rifiade, as the Originals were 
ifnutilated for that Offence. But thefe things^. 
^ I conjecJhire, are not faid ferioufly ; efpeci-. 
ally in that particular relating to the Images, 
the Hands of which were feen by me fcatter*d 
on the Floor j and I plainly perceived they had 
dropped off through length of Time. The 
9ody of the Cow is covered with Phoenician 
Trappings, except the Head and Neck, which, 
are richly guilded 5 and a .Qrcle of Gold in 
Imitation of the Sun is placed between the 
Horns. This Ammal is reprefented kneeling,, 
and equal in Proportion to the largeft living 
Cow. The -Egyptians annually carry her out 
of the Apartment, where ftie is placed 5. and af-' 
ter having whipp'd a certain God> not to^bq 
nam'd by me on this Occafion, th?y, bring her 
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into the Light ; which they fay is done, be- 
caufe the Daughter of Mycerinus defir'd her Fa- 
ther before (he died, that he would permit her 
to fee the Sun once every Year. Another Q- 
lamity fell upon this King, after the Death of 
his Daughter. For a Prophecy was brought to 
him from the City of ButuSj importing, that he 
had no more than fix Years to live, and fhould 
die in the feventh : Which Denunciation having 
heard with Impatience, he fent a Ktter G>m- 
plaint to the Oracle -, reproaching the God, 
That his Father and Uncle, who had fhut up 
the Temples, defpis'd the Gods, and deftroy*d 
vaft Numbers of Men, had liv*d long ; and he, 
notwithftanding his Piety and Religion, muft 
die fo foon. But the Oracle, in Anfwer, fent 
him another Meflage, to acquaint him, that 
his Life was fhorten'd, becaufe he had not aft- 
ed in Conformity to the Decrees of Fate; 
which had determined that Mgypt Aiould be af- 
flifted during one hundred and fifty Years ; and 
that this was well known to the two Kings his 
Predeceflbrs, though not ur^derftood by him. 
Mycerinus finding himfelf thus condemn*d by 
the Qods, commanded a great Number of Lamps 
to be made, and lighted every Night, that he 
might inceflantly pafs the time in drinking and 
Pleafure ; roving frequently by Night and by 
Day about the Plains and Gqpvesj wherever he 
could hear of the moft agreeable Company j 
imagining by this Artifice to convidl the Oracle 
pf Falfhood, and by turning the Nights into fq 
many Days, to live twelve Years inftead of fix. 
This King lil^ewife left a Pyramid of a quadran- 
gular Form ; but lower by twenty Foot thaq 
f hat pf his Father, every Sid? extending to th^ 
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length of three Plethrons, and built to the Mid- 
dle with Ethiopian Stone. Some of the Gre^ 
cians, without Reafon, attribute this Monument 
to the Curtezan Rhodophis ; but to me they 
feem ignorant who Ihe was. For as fhe could 
not have undertaken to Build a Pyramid, which, 
if I may ufe the Expreffion, would require fuch 
an infinite Sum ; fo (he did not live in the fame 
time, but under the Reign of AmafiSy very 
many Years after the Death of thofe Kings who 
founded the Pyramids. She was a Native of 
^race^ Servant to ladmon the Samian of He- 
fhdjliopolis^ and Fellow-fervant with jEfopy the 
Inventer of the Fables, who likewife belonged 
to ladmon^ as appears by this Teftimony chiefly. 
For when the Delphians had feveral times de^ 
manded by publick Proclamation, who would 
take the Penalty imposed by the Oracle for the 
Death of ^fop^ no Man appeared, except lad- 
mon the Grandfon of this ladmon^ who was the 
Mafter of jEfop. Xanthus the Samian tranf- 
ported Rhodophis to yEgyptj in order to get Mo^ 
ney; hut Charaxus of Mitylene, Son to Seaman- 
dronymuSy and Brother to Sappho the Poeteft, 
purchased her Liberty wih a great Sum, By 
this means being delivered from Servitude, Rho- 
dophis continued in jEgypt : And as fhe became 
extremely beautiful, acquired great Treafures for 
a Perfon of her Condition, though no way fuf- 
ficient to defray the Expence of uich a Pyramid. 
And whoever confiders the Tenth of her Riches, 
which is to be feen in our Days, will foon find 
they were not fo great. For out of a Defire to 
leave fome Memory of herfelf in Greece^ fhe 
contrived fuch a Monument, as no Perfon ever 
|;hought of before ; appropriating the Tenth of 
P 4 all 
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all her Wealth to purchafe a great Number of 
Iron Spits, ftrong enough to carry an Ox; 
which (he fent as an Ofrering to the Temple of 
Delphi % where they ftill remain behind the Al- 
tar buUt by the Chians. From that time the 
Curtezans of Naucratis have been fond of ap- 
pearing beautiful; partly, becaufe the Perfon 
we mention became fo famous, that no Grecian 
was ignorant of the Name of Rhodopis ; and 
partly on account of ArcbidicCy who liv'd after 
her, and was highly celebrated in Greece^ tho* 
not to a Degree equal to the former. As for 
CharaxuSy who purchased the Liberty of Rho- 
dophisy he returned to Mttykne^ and was not 
a little ridiculed by Sappho in an Ode fhe com- 
posed againft him. But I (hall fay np naore con- 
cerning RhodopiSj 

After the Time of MycerimSy the Priefb 
faid, that Afychis was King of JEgypty and that 
he built the moft beautiful and magnificent Por- 
tico of Vulcan^% Temple, which i^onts to the 
Rifing-Sun: For though the other Porticoes; 
are adorn*d with various Figures of excellent 
Sculpture, and many curious Pieces of Archi- 
tefture ; yet this is preferable to all : That Afy- 
chis finding the Riches of Mgypt not to cir-. 
culate, made a Law, to enable a Man to borrow 
Money upon the Sepulchre of his Father, with 
this Addition, that the Debtor (hould put the 
Body into the Po(reflion of the Creditor: And 
that, if he afterwards refiis'd to pay the Debt, he 
Ihould neither be buried in the fame Place with 
his Father, or in any ot^ier, nor have the Liber- 
ty of burying any Perfon defcended from him ; 
that this King defiring to outdo all his Predecef- 
fors, ercfted a !Pyramid of Brick for his Monu- 
' ment. 
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ment, with this Infcription, *' Q)mpare me not 
*' to the Pyramids or Stone, which I excel as 
*' much as Jupiter furpafles the other Gods. For 
'* ftriking the Bottom of the Lake with long 
*.' Poles, and then coUefting the Mire that ftucfc 
*' to them, Men made Bricks, and formed me 
" in that manner.** Thefe were the principal 
Aftions of Afychis. And after him, the Priefts 
informed me, that Any/is a blind Man, bom in 
a City of the fame Name, fuccecded in the King- 
dom: That during his Reign Sahacon King of 
JEtbiopia^ at the Head of a powerful Army, in- 
vaded Mgypt^ and that the blind Man fled to 
the Fens: That the -/Ethiopian King reign'd 
fifty Years in ASgypt^ and in all that time put no 
Egyptian to Death for any Crime ; contenting 
himfelf to command every Delinquent, in Pro- 
portion to his OflTence, to carry a certain Quan- 
tity of Earth to the City, of which he was an 
Inhabitant; and by this means the Situation of 
the -Egyptian Cities was much elevated; for 
thofe who cut the Canals in the Time of Sefoftris 
had already brought thither all the Earth they 
took out of thole Aquaeduds ; but under this 
Ethiopian King they were raifed much higher; 
and none more, in my Opinion, than the City 
of Bubaftisy which has a Temple dedicated to 
ButaJiiSj who is no other than the Diana of the 
Grecians. This Temple well deferves mention. 
For tho' others may be more fpacious and mag- 
nificent, yet none can aflFord more Pleafiire to 
the Eye. The Temple is built in a Peninfula, 
no part, except the Entrance, joining to the 
Land ; and almofk furrounded by two Canals cut 
from the Nile, that beat upon the Flanks of the 
Avenue, without mixing together* Each Ca- 
nal 
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nal IS a hundred Foot broad, fliaded with Trees 
on both Sides. The Portico is ten Fathoms in 
height, adom'd with excellent Statues of fix Cu- 
bits each. This Fabrick (lands in the midft of 
the City, open on all Sides to the publick View ; 
and remaining untouched when the reft of the 
Ground was raised by an Addition of Earth, 
is yet, like a Tower, plainly difcover'd fronx 
every part about the Place. The Walls are 
beautified with various Figures wrought in the 
Stone, and inclofe a Grove of lofty Trees, that 
cnCompafs a Chapel, in which an Image is 
plac'd. This Temple contains a full Stade in 
length, and as much in breadth. From the Ave- 
nue Eaftward lies a Way through the Publick 
Place, leading to the Temple of Hermes^ about 
three Stades in length, and four Plethrons in 
breadth, all pav*d with Stone, and planted with 
Trees on each fide, that feem to reach the Hea- 
vens. And fuch is the Defcription of this Tem- 
ple. Then proceeding to inform me of their De- 
liverance from the -Ethiopian King, they fdd, 
he fled from jEgypt upon a Vifion he had in a 
Dream, reprefenting a Man ftanding by him, 
and advifing him to afltmble all the -Slgyptian 
Priefts, and to cut them in two by the middle 
of the Body : That after he had refledted on his 
Dream, be concluded that the Gods had a De- 
fign to lay before him an Occafion of commit- 
ting an impious Adion, to the End he might be 
punifti'd either by themfelves or by Men ; but 
rather than be guilty of fuch a Crime, he would 
return to his own Country ; becaufe the time 
was then expired, which the Oracles had aflign'd 
for the Duration of his Reign in Mgjpt : For 
whilft he was yet in ^Jhiopia^ he had been ad-f 

monifti*4 
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fnonifliM by the Oracles of that Country, that 
he fhould govern the Egyptians fifty Years. 
In Conclufion, Sabacon feeing the Term of 
thofe Years elaps*d and being exceedingly dif- 
turb*d by the Vifion, voluntarily abandoned ^- 
gypt. So that after his Departure the blind King 
returned to the Exercife of the Government 
from the Fens ; where he had continued fifty 
Years, and had form'd an Ifland for his Habita- 
tion, composed of Afhes and Earth. For when 
any -Egyptian went to him by Order with Pro- 
vifions, he always defir*d him to bring fome 
Afties thither, without difcovering the Secret to 
the Ethiopian. This Ifland which goes by the 
Name of Elbo^ and comprehends ten Stades in 
length, and the fame Meafure in breadth, lay un- 
difcover*d more than feven hundred Years, 'till 
the Reign of Amyrtaus ; and was never found 
out by any of the Kings his PredeceflbrS. After 
him Succeeded Sethon^ a Prieft of Vulcan^ who 
flighting the military Men of Mgyp as Perfons 
altogether ufelefs to him, among other Indigni- 
ties, took away the Lands they poflefs'd, and 
which had been aflign'd to them by former Kings, 
being a fquare of fix hundred Cubits to each 
Man. For this Reafon, when Senacherib King 
of Arabia and AJfyria invaded jEgypt with a nu- 
merous Ari[ny, the military Men refus'd to affift 
him; fo that the Prieft in great Perplexity be- 
took himfelf to the Temple ; and proftrate be- 
fore the Image of the God, deplor'd the Cala- 
mities impending over his Head. In themidft of 
thefe Lamentations he fell afleep, and dream*d 
he faw the God ftanding by his fide, exhort- 
ing him to take Courage, and aflliring him, 
if he would march put againft the Arabians, he 
2 ihoul4 
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fliould receive no hurt ; but on the contrary be 
?fFeftualIy fuccour'd, and aveng*d of his Ene- 
mies. In confidence of this Vifion, the Prieft 
aflembled the Artificers, Traders, and all the 
Populace, who were willing to follow him^ and 
encamped on the Frontier near Pelujium^ with- 
out any of the Military Order in his Army. 
But the Night after his Arrival, an infinite nwi- 
ber of Field-Rats entring the Enemy's Camp, 
gnaw*d their Quivers, Bows, and the Thongs 
of their Shields in pieces. So that, finding 
themfelves difarm*d, they were conftrain'd to 
break up the next Morning in Confufion, and 
fuftain*d great Lofs in their Flight. For which 
Caufe, a Statue of Stone reprefenting thi? King,, 
is erefted in the Temple of Vulcaity with a Rat 
in one Hand, and thefe Words iflTuing from his 
Mouth •, Whoever beholds me^ let him learn to. 
be Religious. Thus far the -^Egyptians and the 
Priefts are the Authors of this Relation, and gave 
an Account of three hundred forty and one Ge- 
nerations, from their firft King to the Reign of 
Sethon Prieft of Vulcan^ and laft of thefe Mo- 
narchs; in which Time the Number of High 
Priefts was found equal to that of the Kings. 
Now, three hundred Generations are ten thou-, 
fand Years, every three Generations being ac- 
counted equivalent to a hundred Years : And the 
forty one that remain above the three hundred, 
make one thoufand three hundred and forty Years. 
Thus, they faid, in eleven thoufand three hun- 
dred and forty Years, no God had put on the 
Form of a Man : Neither had they ever heard 
of fuch a thing in Mgypt^ under their more an- 
cient or later Kings. They faid indeed, that 
in thofe Days, the Sun had four, tipies altered. his 

regular 
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regular Courfe, having been twice obfervM to 
rife where he now fets, and to go down twic^ 
where he now rifes ; yet without producing any 
Change, either by Land or Water, by DHeafes 
or Mortality. 

Having given an Account of my Defcent 
to the Priefts of Jupiter at "Thebes^ I met with 
almoft the fame Return, Hecataus the Hiftorian 
formerly had from them ; when tracing his Ge- 
nealogy by the Male Line, he derived himfelf 
from lixteen Gods. For they conduced me to a 
fpacious Edifice, and fhew*d me large Images of 
Wood, reprefenting all their preceding High 
Priefts ; and pointing to each in Orderj as they 
ftood, the Son after the Father, they went thro* 
the whole Number I ihention'd before, repeat- 
ing their Genealogy in a gradual Defcent ; for 
every High Prieft places his Image there during 
his Lifei But when Hecataus in the Accoufit of 
his Family, came to mention the fixteenth God, 
they would by no means admit of his Suppofi- 
tion, that a Man could be begotten by a God ; 
but oii the contrary told him, that each of the 
Images he faw reprefented a Piromois begotten by 
another Piromois ; and that of the whole Number, 
amounting to three hundred and forty five, no 
one had been reputed either a God or a Hero ; 
the Word Piromois fignifying no more in their 
Language than an honeft and virtuous Man; 
which Charafter all thofe reprefented by the 
Images had, and yet were far inferior to the 
Gods: That indeed before the time of thefe 
Men, the Gods had been the Sovereigns of JB- 
gyptj but were not converfant with Mortals ;^ 
that one of them always exercised the fupreme 
Power, and that the laft of thofe Kings was 

Orus 
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Orus the Son of OJiriSj who dethroned Typbon^ 
and by the Grecians is caird Apollo^ as Ofiris 
by the fame People is nam*d Bacchus. The Gre- 
cians alfo think, that Hercules, Bacchus^ and Pan 
are the youngeft of all the Gods ; but in -^- 
gypt Pan is efteem*d the moft ancient, even of 
the eight primary Deities : Hercules is among 
thofe that are fecond in Antiquity, and go under 
the Name of the twelve : And Bacchus is of 
the third Order of Gods, who derive their Being 
from the former. I have already declared how 
many Years the ^SEgyptians account from Her- 
cules to the Reign of Amafis : But* their Compu- 
tation from Pan contains a greater Number, and 
from Bacchus fewer Years than from either, tho* 
from this God to the Reign of Amafis, they reckon 
no lefs than fifteen thoufand Years. The Egyp- 
tians fay they know thefe things with Certainty, 
becaufe they have always computed the Years, 
and kept an exa6l: Account of time. Now from 
Bacchus, who is faid to have been the Son of 
Semele the Daughter of Cadmus, to our time, 
about fixteen hundred Years have pafs'd ; and 
from Hercules the Son of Alcmena, about nine 
hundred ; but from Pan, who, as the Grecians 
fay, was the Son of Mercury by Penelope, not 
more than eight hundred ; which is a lefs Num- 
ber of Years than they account from the Siege 
of Troy. Let every Man embrace the Opiin'on 
he judges moft probable -, as I have declared my 
own touching thefe things. For if Bacchus the 
Son of Semele, and Pan the Son of Penelope, 
had liv'd famous and grown old in Greece, like 
Hercules the Son of Amphytrion, fpme miglit 
have faid, that thefe Men obtained the Names 
of thofe ancient Gods. But, becaufe the Gre- 
cians 
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cians report that Jupiter received Bacchus as foon 
as he was born ; and having (ew*d him into his 
Thigh, carried him to Ntjfa in ^Ethiopia be- 
yond jEgypt i and becaufe they have nothing at 
all to fay touching the Place of Pan*s Education, 
I am fully convinced, that the Grecians had not 
heard of thefe, *till they were made acquainted 
with the Names of the other Gods, and there- 
fore they afcribe their Generation to that time, 
and not higher. Thus having reported the Tra- 
ditions peculiar to the -^Egyptians, I fhall now 
relate fuch things as other Nations, no lefs than 
they, acknowledge to have been done in Mgypt^ 
and fhall add fome Particulars, of which I was 
an Eye-Witnefs. 

Th e iSEgyptians were free, upon the Death 
of their King, the Prieft of Vulcan •, but having 
never been capable of living without a kingly 
Government, they divided Mgypt into twelve 
Parts, and conftituted a King over each Divifion. 
Thefe twelve Kings contradted Alliances by mu- 
tual Marriages, and reciprocally obliged them- 
felves to continue in perpetual Amity without 
invading the Territories of each other, or en- 
deavouring to enlarge their own. Which Con- 
traft they contrived in fuch obligatory Terms, 
becaufe they had been admonifti'd by an Oracle, 
when they affum'd the Government, that who- 
ever among them fhould offer a Libation in the 
Temple of Vulcan out of a Bowl of Brafs, fhould 
be fole King of Mgypt ; for they us*d to afTem- 
ble in all the Temples indifferently. But being 
defirous to leave a publick Monument of their 
Reign at the common Charge, they built a La- 
byrinth near the City of Crocodiles^ a little above 
the Lake of Mceris^ which \ faw, and found far 
^ furpafling 
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fiirpaffing the Report of Fame. For if znf 
Man will impartially coniider the Buildings and 
Monuments t)f the Grecians, he will plainly fee 
upon Comporifon, that this Labynnth is a 
Work of niore Labout- and greater Expence; 
tho* I confefs the Tetnpldi of Epbefus and Satnos 
deferve a peculiar Regkrd. The Pyiumids are 
beyond Expreffion magnificent, and fingly com- 
parable to many of the grcateft Struftures in 
Greece confider'd together. And yet the Laby- 
rinth is more admirable than the Pyramids. For 
this Building contains twelve vaulted Halls, 
with fo many oppofite Doors ; fix opening to 
the North, and fix to the South ; all ericom- 
mfs'd by the fame Wall. Fifteen hundred Cham- 
bers are comprehended within the upper part of 
this Edifice, and an equal Numbel- uhder Ground. 
I viewed every Room of the upper part, and 
only report what I faw. But of the fubterra- 
neous part I can fay nothing; except upon the 
Credit of other Men ; for the Egyptians who 
kept the Place would by no means permit me td 
go in ; becaufe, faid they, the Sepulchres of the 
holy Crocodiles, and of thofe Kings that built 
the Labyrinth are there. I am therefore confin*d 
only to report the things I heard concerning the 
fubterraneous Buildings. But the upper Partj 
which I carefully view'd, feems to furpafs the 
Art ofMen : So many Egreflions by various Paf- 
fages, and infinite Returns, afforded me a thou- 
fand Occafions of Wonder, as I pafs*d from a 
fpacious Hall to a Chamber ; from thence to 
a private Cabinet; then again into other Paf- 
fages out of the Cabinets, and out of the 
Chambers into the more fpacious Rooms. All 
the Roofs and Walls within are incrufted with 
I ' ' ' Marble \ 
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Marble ; but the Walls are farther adom*d with 
Figures of Sculpture. The Halls are furround** 
ed with Pillars of white Stone finely polifh'd. 
And at the, Angle where the Labyrinth ends, a 
Pymmid is erefted, forty Fathom in Height; 
with Figures of the largeft Animals in Sculpture, 
and a fubterraneous Way leading into it. Ne- 
verthelefs, tho* this Labyrinth be fuch as I 
have defcrib'd ; yet the Lake of MceriSj by 
which that Monument ftands, is more wonder- 
ful ; containing the full Meafure of three thou- 
fand and fix hundred Stades, or fixty Schoenes 
in Circumference ; which is equal to the 
Length of all the Sea-Coaft of yEgypt. The 
Figure of this Lake is Oblong, flretching to 
the North and South 5 and in the deepeft Parts 
has fifty Fathom of Water. But the two Py- 
ramids built about the Middle of the Lake, 
which raife their Heads fifty Fathom above the 
Surface of the Water, and conceal as many un- 
derneath, fhew undeniably that this Work was 
performed by the Hands of Men. On each of 
thefe a Statue of Marble is plac*d, feated in a 
Throne ; by which Account, the Pyramids are 
one hundred Fathom in Height •, and one hundred 
Fathom make up jufl a Stade of fix Plethrons, 
1 he Fathom is a Meafure containing fix Foot, or 
four Cubits : The Foot comprehends four Palms, 
and the Cubit fix. This Lake is not fed by 
Springs ; for all thofe Parts are exceffively dry ; 
but by Waters derived thro* Chanels cut from 
the Nile^ which flow into the Lake fix Months of 
the Year, and return to the River the other fix. 
During all the fix Months of tlie River's Retreat, 
the Fiuiery yields a Talent of Silver every Day 
to the King's Treafuryj and the reft of the 
Q. Time, 
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Brafs. But not long after, fome Ionian and 
Carian Pirates driven by Neceflitjr to go aftiore 
in ^gyptj landed in Armour or Brafs. Upon 
which an -Egyptian, who had never before feen 
Men arm'd m that Manner, went to the Fens, 
and acquainted PfammetichuSj that certain Men 
of Bra(s had rifen out of the Sea, and were 
ravaging all the Lands adjacent to the Shore. 
He, no longer doubting the Accompliftiment 
of the Prediftion, made an Alliance with thefe 
lonians and Carians, and having by Promifes 
of ample Gratifications perfuaded them to ftay, 
did, with their Afliftance and the Help of fuch 
^Egyptians as well afFefted to him, fubdue 
and dethrone all the other Kings. 

Thus being in Pofleffion of all Mgyft^ he 
added a Portico to VulcarCs Temple at .Mem- 
phis^ facing the South ; and in the Front of 
this Portico, built another fpacious Edifice, 
adorned with various Figures of Sculpture, and 
lurrounded with Collofs's twelve Cubits high, 
in the Place of Pillars, defignM for the Ha- 
bitation of Apis^ by the Grecians nam*d Epa- 
phtis^ when he Ihould be found. He rewarded 
the lonians and Carians who had afTifted him, 
with Lands fituate on each fide of the Nile^ 
and feparated by that River ; calling thofe 
Habitations, the Camp. And befides thefe 
Lands he gave them whatever he had pro- 
mised before the Expedition ; and put divers 
Egyptian Children under their Care, to be in* 
ftrufted in the Knowledge of the Grecian Lan- 
guage. So that thofe who now perform the 
Office of Interpreters in AEgypt^ are defcended 
from this Colony. The lonians and Carians con- 
tinued for. a long Time to inhabit thofe Parts; 

* . . . which 
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which lye i^r the Sea, below the City of Bu* 
baftis^ m the Pelufian Mouth of the River Nile : 
'Till in fucceeding Time, Amafts King of Mgypt 
caus'd them to abandon their Habitations, and 
fettle at Memphis^ to defend him againft the 
Egyptians. But from the Time of their firft 
Eftablilhment, they had fo conftant a Commu- 
nication with the Grecians, that one may Juftly 

\^ay, we certainly know all things that pafs*d in 
ASgypt fince the Reign of Pfammetichus to our 
Age. They were the firft People of a different 
Language, who fettled in Mgypt -, and the Ruins 
of their Buildings, together with the Remains of 
the Stations and Arfenals they had for Shipping, 
are feen to this Day evidently difcovering the 
Place where they firft inhabited. And in this 
Manner Pfammetichus became Mafter of aU 
N^gypt. 

Concerning this Oracle, I have already 
^elated divers particulars ; and (hall now farther 
enlarge on the fame Subjecft ; as a thing that de- 
lerves a Angular Regard. The Temple is de- 
dicated to Latona^ and built in the great City of 
Butus^ as I mentioned before, beyond the Seben- 
nytic Mouth of the Nile^ as Men navigate from 
the Sea up that River. Apollo and Diana have 
alfo Temples in the fame City ; and that of La- 
tona^ which contains the Oracle, is a magnificent 
Strufture adorn'd with a Portico fixty Foot high. 
But of all the things I faw there, nothing feem*d 

. fo aftonifhing to me, as a Quadrangular Chapel 
in this Temple, cut out of^ one fingle Stone, 
and containing a Square of forty Cubits on every 
fide, intircly covered with a Roof of one Stone 
likewife, having a Border four Cubits thick.- 
This Chapel, I confefs, appeared to me the mofk 
0,3 P^^* 
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prodigious thing I faw in that Place; the next 
to this, the Ifland of Cbemmis^ fituate in a broad 
aod deep Lake near the Temple of Butus. The 
Egyptians fay this is a floating Ifland 5 but I 
could not fee it either float or move, and won-^ ^ 
der*d to hear them aflirming fo flirange a thing. 
The Ifland of Cbemmis contains a fpacious Tem- 
ple dedicated to Apollo^ and. three Altars ; with 
great Numbers of Palms, and other Trees, as 
well of fuch as produce Fruit, as of thofe that 
ferve for Shade and Ornament. The Opinion 
of the Egyptians touching this Ifland is founded 
on the following Tradition. They lay that 
Latonaj one of the eight Primary Deities, re- 
fiding in Butus, where her Oracle now is, re- 
ceived Apollo from the Hands of J/is, and 
preferv'd his Life by concealing him in this, 
which is now calPd the floating Ifland, when 
Typhon arriving in thofe Parts, us*d all poflible 
Diligence to find out the Son of OJiris. For 
they fay th^t Apollo and Diana are the Offspring 
of Dionyjius and IJis ; and that Latona was their 
Nurfe and Preferver; calling Apollo and Ceres 
by the Names of Oruf^ind Ifis ; and Diana by 
that of Bubaftis. Now from this Account and 
no other, JEfchylus the Son of Euphorion took his 
Information, when he alone of all the former 
Poets introduced Diana as the Daughter of 
Ceres, and faid that the Ifland was made to 
float on this Occafion. Thefe things are thus 
reported. 

PsAMMETicHus rcign'd in jEgypt fifty 
four Years ; nine and twenty of which he fpent 
at the Sege of Azotus in Syria, before he could 
reduce that great City^ which of all others we 
knov/, held out the longeft Time. His Son Necus 

fucceeded 
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fuccecded him, and began a Canal of Commu- 
nication beetween the Nile and the Red Sea-^ 
which Darius the Perfian afterwards fini(h*d. 
Two Galleys may advance abreaft, and perform 
the ^hole Voyage in four Days. This Caiid 
begins at the Nile a little above Bubaftis^ and 
paffing by Patumon a City of Arabia^ flows into 
the Red Sea. *Tis cut thro' the Plains of Mgypt^ 
that lye towards Arabia -, becaufe the Mountains 
of Memphis^ which contain the Quarries of 
Stone, are fituate beyond this Level. And there- 
fore this great Canal is carried along the Foot 
of thofe Hills from the Weft to the Eaftward, 
and then turn'd thro' the Chops of the Moun- 
tains towards the South into the Arabian Gulph. 
But the fhbrteft and moft compendious Paflagfe 
from the Northern Sea to the Southern, or Red 
Sea^ is by Mount Ca/iuSj which feparates-^^/i 
from Syria. For this Mountain is not above a 
thoufand Stades diftant from the Gulph of Ara^ 
iia. So that this is the ftiorter Way, the btlier 
being rendered "more tedious by the frequent 
Turnings of the Canal. One hundred and twenty 
thoufand jEgyptians employed in this Labour, 
peri(h*d imder the Reign of Necus ; and wheii 
the Work was half done, the Oracle admo- 
nifli'd hifn to defift, and leave the Canal to \yt 
finifh'd by a Barbarian ; for that Name is given 
by the iEgy^tians to all thofe who are of ano- 
ther Language. Thus Necus abandoning his De- 
fign, tum'd- his Thoughts to Military Afiuirsi 
^nd built a Fleet of Gallies on the Northern 
Sea, and another in the Arabian Gulphj at the 
Mouth of the Red Sea, as appears by the Ruin^ 
of his Arfeiials and Havens remaining to thisfe 
Day. Thelfe Fleets he us'd upon Occafion 5 and 
0^4 was 
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was no lefe formidable by Land. For he fought 
a Battle againft the Syrians in the Plains of ^dag' 
dolus 'f and after he had obt^'d the Viftory, 
took the great City of Cadytis. The Garments 
he wore in thefe Adions, he confecrated to 
AaollOj and fent them to Brancbis in the Terri- 
tories of the Milefians. He reign'd fixteen Years ; 
and at his Death left the Kingdom to his Son 
Pfammis. 

During the Reign of this King, Ambaf- 
fadors from Elis arrived in Mgypt^ boafting that 
they had out-done all Mankind, in eftablifhing 
the Olympian Exercifes under the moft juft 
and excellent Regulations, and did not think 
that the -Egyptians, tho* they were the wifeft 
People of the World, could make any Addi- 
tion to their Inilitution. Being arriv'd, and 
having acquainted the King with the Caufc 
of their Ambafly, he fummon'd an Aflembly 
of fuch Perfons as were efteem*d the wifeft 
among the -Egyptians: Who when they had 
heard all that the Eleans had to fay concerning 
the Olympian Exercifes, and the Caufc of their 
coming, which they faid was to inquire whe- 
ther the Egyptians could invent any thing more 
equitable J ask*d the AmbafSdors, if the Citi- 
zens of Elk were permitted to enter the Lifts: 
And the Eleans anfwering that they and all 
other Grecians were equally admitted ; the -Sl- 
gyptians replied, that in fo doing they had to- 
tally deviated from the Rules of Juftice; No 
Confideration being fufficient to reftrain Men 
from favouring thofe of their own Country to 
the Prejudice of Strangers. But .if the/ were 
fincerely defirous to aft juftly, and had under- 
taken this Voyage into Mgy$t ,.with jthat Inten- 
tion, 
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tion, they ought to exclude all the Eleans, and 
admit only Strangers to be the Opponents. This 
Admonition the Eleans received from the iE- 
gyptians. 

PsAMMis reign'd only fix Years; and having 
undertaken an Expedition againft the -Ethio- 
pians, died foon after, and left the Kingdom to 
his Son Apries. This King liv'd twenty five 
Years in greater Profperiry than any of his Prc- 
deceflbrs, except his Grandfather Pfammetichus. 
In which Time he invaded Sidon with an Ar- 
my, and engaged the Tyrians in a Sea-fight. 
But being deftinated to Ruin, his Misfortunes 
began upon an Occafion, which I fhall briefly 
mention in this Place, and more largely explain, 
when I fpeak of the Libyan Affairs. Apriet 
having fent a numerous Army againft the Cy- 
renaeans, and receiving a very great Defeat, . 
the -Slgyptians revolted ; fufpedting he had de- 
fignedly contrived the Slaughter of thofe For- 
ces, that after their Deftrufiion he might go-^ 
vern the reft with a more abfolute Authority; 
which they fb highly refented, that not only 
thofe who returned from (hat Expedition, 
but all the Friends of thofe that had perifti'd, 
openly revolted againft him. When Apries 
heard of this Defedion, he difpatch'd Amafis 
to pacify them with kind Expreflions. But 
as he was beginning to reprove the -Egypti- 
ans, and to difluade them from their Enterprize^ 
a certain -Egyptian who flood behind Amafis^ 
put a Helmet upon his Head, and faluted him 
King of JEgypt. Which was not done without 
the Participation of Amafis^ as the Event fhew*d.« 
For he was no fooner declared King, than he 
prepared to lead an Army againft Aprits \ Whg 

being 
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being inform'd of all that had pafs'd, fent Patar- 
bemis^ one of the moft confiderable Perfons a- 
mong the Egyptians that adhered to him, with 
Orders to bring Amqfis alive into his Prefence. 
Paterbemis airiving in the Camp, call'd to A- 
tnafts \ but he, as he fat on Horfeback, lifting 
up his Thigh and breaking Wind, bid him carry 
that to Apries, In the End, when Patarbemis 
required him to go to the King, he anfwer*d, 
that he had been long preparing to vifit him ; 
and that he might give him no Qufe of Com- 
plaint, he would not only appear himfelf, bu^ 
would bring fome Company with him. Patar- 
lemis perceiving the E)efign of Amafts by the 
Words he had heard, and the Preparations he 
law, thought himfelf obliged to inform the 
King of thefe things with all Expedition : And 
coming into his Prefence without AmaJtSy A- 
fries^ faid not one Word to him ; but in a fud- 
^en Tranfport of Paflion commanded his Ears 
and Nofe to be cut off. The reft of the ^- 
gyptians, who to that Time had continued 
feithful to Aprics^ feeing a Perfon of umverial 
Efteem treated in fo unworthy a Manner, went 
immediately over to thofe who had revolted, 
and offered themfelves to Amqfis ; which when 
Apries heard, he drew out his Auxiliary For- 
ces, confifting of Carians and lonians, to the 
Number of thirty thousand ; and marching from 
Sais^ where he had a beautiful and magnificent 
Palace, led his Troops againft the Egyptians ; 
whilft Amafis led the Army he commanded a- 
gainft the Foreigners. They met in the Fields 
•of Memphis^ and prepared themfelves on both 
fides for a Battle. 

Th£ 
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The -ffilgvptians are diftinguifh'd into feven 
Orders of Men-, Priefts, Soldiers, Herdfmen, 
Hogherds, Traders, Interpreters, and Pilotsy 
who take the Names from the Profcflions they 
exercife. The Military Men are call'd either 
Calafirians, or Hermotybians, according to the 
Diftridls they inhabit. For all ^gypi is divided 
into Diftrids or Jurifdidions. The Hermoty- 
bians are of the Diftrift of Bufiris^ Sais^ Chem^ 
mis^ Papremis^ and one half of the Ifland Pro* 
fopisj which is call'd Natho. From thefe Di- 
ftrids a hunderd and fixty thoufand Hermo- 
tybians may be drawn, when they are moft 
ijumerous. None of thefe ever learn any Me- 
x:hanick Art, but apply themfelves wholly to 
Military Affairs. The Calafirians are of the 
Jurifdidions of T^ebes^ Bubaftis^ Aptbis^ Ta- 
niSj Mendes^ Sebennytus^ Athribis^ Pharbcethisy 
Thmuis^ Onypbisy Any/is and of Mycephoris^ which 
is fituated in an Ifland over againft Bubujlis. 
Thefe Diftrifts of the Calafirians may furnifti 
two hundred and fifty thoufand Men at moft \ 
who being likewife reftrain'd from exercifing 
any Mechanick Profeffion, are oblig'd to ap-- 
ply themfelves from Father to Son, to the-^Art 
of War only. I cannot affirm that theGreci*i 
ans received this Cuftom from the iEgyptians;^ 
efpecially confidering that the Thracians, Scy- 
thians, Perfians, Lydians, and almoft aU barba- 
rous Nations have little Regard to thofe who 
profefs any Mechanick Art ; judging fuch a? ab-^ 
ftain from thofe Employments, and particularly 
Military Men, to be of a more generous Spirit, 
Yet all the Grecians have entertained the fame 
Maxim, and principally the LjK:ed£emonians ; 
tho' the Mechanick Arts are not accounted alto- 
gether 
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gether fo difhonourable among the Corinthi- 
ans. The Lands conferred upon the Militia 
are exempted from all publick Tributes as well 
as thofe of the Priefthood. Twelve Acres are 
affign'd to each Man, every Acre containing a 
Square of one hundred -flEgyptian Cubits, which 
are equal to fo many Cubits of Samos. They 
all enjoy thefe Advantages, but are admitted 
to other Profits by Turns. For a thoufand Ca- 
Jafirians, and as many Hermotybians ferve the 
King annually for a Guard, and, befides the 
Revenue of their Lands, receive a daily Al- 
lowance, confifting of five Pounds of Bread, 
and two of Beef, with four Draughts of Wine 
to each Man. 

Both Armies being advanced to Memphis \ 
Apries at the Head of his Auxiliaries, and Amajis 
with all the Egyptians, they fought a Battle : 
In which the Foreigners behav'd themfelves 
with great Courage: But being opprefs'd with 
Numbers, were entirely defeated. *Tis reported 
that Apries fondly thought he had fo well efta- 
blifli*d his Authority, that the Power of a God 
would not prove fufficient to difpoflefs him of 
the Kingdom •, and yet he was beaten, taken Pri- 
foner, and confin'd to the Palace of Sais^ for- 
merly his own, and now belonging to Atnafis ; 
where he was kept for fome Time, and treated 
with great Humanity. But the People murmur- 
ing at the Lenity of Atnafis to a common Ene- 
my, as injurious to himfelf and the whole Nati- 
on, he was conftrain'd to deliver Apries into the 
Hands of the -^Egyptians ; who ftrangled him, 
and laid his Body in the Sepulchre of his Ancef- 
tors, ereded in tke Temple of Minerva adjoyn- 
ing to the Palace, on th^ Left-hand of the £n- 

^ trance. 
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trance. For the Inhabitants of Sais have al- 
ways buried the Kings that were of their Pro- 
vince in this Temple. But the Monument of A' 
majis is plac'd at a greater Diftarice from the Pa- 
lace than that of Apries and his Progenitors. In 
the Court of this Temple ftands a magnificent 
Strufture, adorn'd with Columns of Stone cut 
to extraordinary Dimenfions, and refembling 
Palm-Trees in Figure ; together with many o- 
ther Ornaments ; and within that Edifice are 
two Doors between which a funeral Monument 
is plac'd. Behind the fame Temple of Minerva 
at Sais^ certain Sepulchres are built by the back 
WaU. For a Memorial of things not to be nam'd 
by me. Vaft Obelifks ftand erefted on the con- 
iecrated Ground, near a Lake of orbicular Form, 
lin'd with Stone, and in my Opinion equal 
to that of Delos^ which from the Roundnefe 
of its Figure is calPd Trocboeides. In this Lake 
the -^Egyptians form the Ideas of their noftur- 
nal Paffions, which they call Myfteries. But 
for the Sake of Decency, I fhall not explain 
thefe things, tho' the fer greater Part are well 
known to me. Neither fhall I utter one Word 
more than is permitted, touching the facred 
Rites of Ceresj which in Greece are call'd Tief- 
moforian. The Daughters of Danaus brought 
thefe Ceremonies from ASgypt^ and inftrufted 
the Pelafgian Women in the Ufe of them. But 
upon the Expulfion of the Peloponnefians, thefe 
Rites were almoft abolifh'd; except among the 
Arcadians, who were not ejefted by the Dori- 
ans. 

After the Death of Apries^ the Kingdom 
continued in the Hands of Amafisy who was 
born in the City of Siupb^ m the Province of Sais. 

The 
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The Egyptians fhew'd little Refpcft to him in 
the Beginning of his Reign •, but rather def- 
pis'd him as a Perfon of inferior Rank, and not 
defcended of an illuftrious Family, but he foon 
acquired their Efteem by his Art and Dexte- 
rity. For among other infinite Treafures, he 
had a Bafon of Gold in which he and all thofe 
who were admitted to eat at his Table, were 
accuftom'd to wafh their Feet. This Bafon 
he caused to be melted down, and formed 
into the Statue of a God ; which having placed 
in the moft frequented Part of the City, the 
-^Egyptians with great Reverence paid their 
Devotions to the Image. In the mean Time 
Amafts^ informed of their Behaviour, calls a 
general Aflembly, and acquaints the TEgypti- 
ans, that the Image they now worfhipp'd fo de- 
voutly, was made out of the Bowl, in which 
they had fo often pifs'd, vomited, and wafti*d 
their Feet ; and that his Condition was not un- 
like that of the Image: For tho* he had been 
formerly an ordinary Perfon, yet being now 
their King, he required them to honour and o- 
bey him : And by this Means he perfuaded the 
Egyptians to think themfelves obliged in Du- 
ty to pay him all that Refpeft and Submiflion 
which is due to a King. His ufual Manner was 
to employ all the Hours in the Morning in an 
afliduous application to the Publick Affairs, and 
afterwards to divert himfelf in Company, drink- 
ing with his Companions, and frequently de- 
fending even to play the Part of a Buflbon. 
But his Friends offended at his Conduft, admo- 
nifh'd him, that thefe Aftions tended to render 
him contemptible. " For, faid they, he who 
** fits on a Throne ought to pafs the whole Day 
I "in 
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^ in the Adnuniftration of publick Bufinefs ; that 
" the iEgyptians may know they are governed 
** by a great King, and fpeak honourably of 
" his Perfon. Whereas your Conduft is alto- 
*' gether unbecoming the Royal Dignity. 4nki^ 
fis in Anfwer faid, " That an Archer, when he 
" is about to fhoot, braces his Bow ; but af- 
*' ter he has Ihot^ loofens the String; becaufe 
'« a Bow that fliould always continue bent, 
*« would either break or be rendered ufelefs 
" in Time of need : And that this might rea- 
'* fonably be applied to Men : For if a Man 
'^ (hould inceflantly attend to ferious Studies, 
*' and refufe to fpend any Part of his Time 
'' in ludicrous Recreations, either Madnefs or 
'^ Stupidity would fteal upon him: Of which 
" Truth being perfedlly convinced, he had 
" contrived to divide the Time between Bufi- 
" nefs and Diverfion. And indeed the Egyp- 
tians fay that Amafis^ while he was a private 
Perfon, Iov*d to drink, and divert himfelf with 
Jefting and Raillery; and was fo far from be- 
ing a Man of Diligence and induftry, that he 
betook himfelf to ftealing, when he could no o- 
therwife fupply the Expences of his Luxury: 
For which being frequently accus'd by thofe he 
had robb'd, and always denying the Fad, he was 
often carried to the Oracle of the Place, whera 
he was many Times convidled, and as often 
acquitted. But after his Acceflion to the. 
Throne, he flighted the Temples of all thofe 
Gods, who had acquitted him; and abftaining 
from their Sacrifices, would never beftow any 
Donation upon them ; well knowing they de- 
ferv'd no regard, by the Experience he had of 
the Falfhood of their Oracles. Whereas on the. 

contrary. 
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contrary, perfuaded of the Veracity of thofe'* 
Gods, who had declared him a Thief, he pdd 
a Angular Reverence to their Temples. He 
built that admirable Portico which ftands be- 
fore the Temple of Minerva in Saisy far fiir- 
pafling all others in Circumference and Eleva- 
tion, as well as in the Dimenfions of the Stones ; 
and adom'd the Building with Coloflian Sta- 
tues, and the monftrous Figures of Androjphyn- 
ges. One Part of the Stones employed in this 
Work, were cut in the Quarries of Memphis i 
but thofe of the greateft Magnitude were con- 
veyed by Water from the City of Elephantis^ 
diftant from Sais as far as a Veflel can make 
in twenty Days. But that which I beheld with 
greateft Admiration was a Houfe he brought from 
Elephantisy made of one Stone. Two thou- 
fend Men, all Pilots, were employed during 
three whole Years in the Tranfportation of 
this Houfe; which has in Front twenty one 
Cubits, in Deph fourteen, and eight in Height. 
And this is the Meafure of the Outfide. The 
Infide is eighteen Cubits and upwards in Length, 
twelve in Depth, and five Cubits in Height. 
This wonderful Edifice is plac'd by the Entrance 
of the Temple ; fome fay, becaufe the Architeft 
regretting the Time he had fpent in (o tedious 
a Labour, fetched a deep Sigh as he was moving 
the Machine towards its Station \ which Amafts 
refenting would not fufFer him to proceed. But 
others affirm, that one of the Men who guided 
the Rowlers, was crufh'd to pieces in the Way 
to the Temple, and on that Account they ad- 
vanced no ferther. Among the many munificent 
Donations which Amafts prefented in the moft 
famous Temples, he caus'd a ColoiTus, lying with 

the 
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the Face upwards, feventy five Foot in Length, 
to be plac'd before the Temple of Vulcan at 
Memphis: And on the fame Bafis erefted two 
Statues of twenty Foot each, wrought out of 
the fame Stone, and ftandix^ on each fide of 
the great Coloifiis. Like this, another is feen 
in Sais^ . lying in the fame Pofture ; cut in 
Stone, and of raual Dimenfions. He likewife 
built the great Temple of Ifis in the Qty of 
Memphis^ which well deferves to be admired. 

Under the Rdgn of Jmafis Mgypt was ex- 
ceedingly happy in all the Conveniences derived 
from the River to the Country, or fix)m the 
Country to Men, and contained twenty thou- 
fend populous Cities, He eftablifh'd a Law« 
commanding that every Egyptian fhould an- 
nually declare before the Governor of the Pro- 
vince, by what Means he maintained himfelf ; 
and if he omitted to go, or gave not a fetisfac* 
tory Account of his Way of Living, he fliould 
be punifh'd with Death. This Law Solm the 
Athenian brought from JEgypty and introduced 
into Athens ; where *tis inviolably obferv'd as a 
mod equitable Conftitution. Amqfis was a Lo- 
ver of the Grecians, and, befides the Favours 
he conferred upon particular Perfons and Qties, 
he permitted as many as would come into ^- 
gjpt^ to inhabit the City of Naucratis^ and 
granted that thofe who would not fettle there, 
but chofe rather to attend their Commerce by 
Sea, might ereA Altars and Temples to the 
Gods in certain Places afifign'd to that End. 
The greateft, nobleft, and moft fi-equented of 
thefe Temples is that which is generally known 
by the Name of the Grecian Temple^ built it 
the conunon Expence of the Ionian. Cities of 
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GWr^ TeoSj Pocjea^ and Claxomene \ in Conjunc- 
tion with itho Dorian* Commumties of Rhodes^ 
Cnidusy Halicarnaffus^ Phafelis-y and the City 
of Mitylene only of the -Solians. So that thefe 
Places alone have a Tkic to this Temple, and 
to appoint the Governors of Commerce: And 
all other Communities that particimte of thofe 
Privileges, are only admitted upon Favour. For 
the Ptoplc of jEgina built a Temple to Jupi- 
ter at wieir own Charge; the Samians one ta 
Juno^ and the Milenans another to Apollo. 
The Qty of Naucratis was antiently the only 
Place of Refort for Marhants in all M^pt : 
And if a Veffel put into any other Harbour of 
the iV/&, the Proprietor wasr obliged to fwear 
he arrived unwilliijglyj^ and would depart in the 
fame Ship by the firft Opportunity > and that 
if contrary Winds fhould prevent him from 
reaching the Port of CampuSy he would unload*^ 
his Goods, and carry them in Boats round the 
Deba tQ Naucratis. So great were the Privi- 
leges oi that Qty. 

When the Amphyftions agreed to pay three 
hundred Talents for rebuilding the Temple 
of Delphiy which had been burnt by an un- 
known Accident, and charg'd a fourth Part o( 
that Sum upon the Inhabitants of the Place, the 
Delphians went ^bout, defiring Affiftande^ of di-v 
vers Citifcs^ and brought Home no fmall Con-: 
tributions from Mgyp. For they received a 
thou&nd Talents of Alim from Amafis^ and the 
Value of twenty Mincfe from the Grecians who 
were fettled in his Kingdom. Amdfis made 
alfo an Alliance of ttiutual Amity and Defence,^ 
with the Cyrenaeans; and refolving to take a 
Wife o£ th^ Country •, either out of a Defire 

. V * of 



of Having a Grecian Woman, or ^om a peculiai' 
Aflfeftion to that Ptoplfe, he marrkdi Ladice^ the 
Daughter, ' as fome fay, of Battus^ ithers, of 
Arcefildus\ tho' a third fort pretend fhe was the 
Daughter of Critobulus^ a Pcrfoh of great Au- 
titority among. -die Cyrcnseans. But not being 
able to ufe her as his Wife after Marriage, . arid 
yet finding no Impediment with Refpeft xp othei( 
Women, he at length tbld her fhe had ihchan- 
ted him, and that no Artifice fhould be fufficient 
to deliver fo wicked a Woman out of his Hands. 
Lndice denied the Faft, and endeavoured to paci- 
fy him: But when nothing Would prevkil, ih^^ 
figh*d out a mental Prayer to Venus ; and vow*d,^ 
if Amajis fhould be enabled to do the Part of a 
Hufband that Night (which was the only Re- 
medy left) fhe would fend a Statue of the God- 
defs to be erefted in Cyrene. No fooner had fhe 
made this Vow than Amajis found himfelf like 
other Men^ and continued to ufe Ladice as his 
Wife with all pofTible Tendernefs and AfFecftlon, 
On the other Hand Ladice not unmindful of 
her Promife to the Goddefs, fent the Statue "fhe* 
had vow'd, which flands intire to this Day 
without the Gates of Cyrene. And when Cam- 
by fes had conquer'd Mgyp^ and received an Ac- 
count of this Perfon, he preferv'd her from all 
injurious Ufage, and caus'd her to be con- 
dufted in Safety to her own Country. Amafts 
fent feveral confecrated Donations to Greece. He 
prefented a guilded Statue of Minerva to the 
City of Cyrene} with his own Pidure drawn 
after the Life : To Lindus he gave two Statues 
of Stone reprefenting the fame Goddefs, toge- 
ther with a linen Pedoral of admirable Work- 
manlhijj: And fent two Images of himfelf carv'd 
^ ^ R 2 in 
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in Wood to the City Samos\ where to tMs 
Day they are feen ftanding in the great Temple 
of Juno behind the Gates. Amafis made this 
Donation to SamoSj on Account of the mutual 
Obligations of Hofpitality, contradted between 
him and Poly crates the Son of Maces: And the 
other to Undus^ without any Engagement of 
that Nature, but becaufe the Daughters of Ba^ 
naus are reported to have founded the Tem- 
ple of Minerva in that Gty, when they fled thi- 
ther from the Sons of JEgyptus. And thefe were 
the Donations of Amafis. He was the firft 
who conquered Cyprus^ and conftram'd the Cy- 
prians to pay him Tribute. 
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AGAINST this Amafis^ Cambyfes the Sort 
of Cyrus affembled 'an Army, confiding 
of his own Subjefts, and the Grecian 
Forces of the lonians and -ffiolians. 
The Caufe of the War was this. Cambyfes fent 
a Herald into Mgyft to demand the Daugh- 
ter of Amafis : To which he was perfoaded 
by an JEgyntkn Phyfician dif&tisfied with the 
Kins becaule he had feparated him from his 
Wife and Children, and compell'd him to go 
to Perfia rather than ^y other, when Cyrus by 
a Meil^e defied Amafis to fend him the beft 
Phyfician for the Eyes that could be found 
in Mgyft. The angry ^Egyptian inceflantly en- 
deavoured to induce Cambyfes to mdce this De* 
itiand, to the End that Amafis^ if he ihould com- 
ply, might be mortified with the Lofs of his 
Daughter, or irritate the King of Perfia by his 
Refufal. Under thefe Difliculties Amafis could 
not eafily determine what Refblution ta take: 
For he dreaded the Perfian Power; and knew 
Cambyfes demanded his Daughter, not to make 
her his Wife, but his Concubine. At bft he re- 
R 3 folv'd 



24,6 HERODOTUS. Book II. 

fblv'd upon this Expedient. His Predeceflbr 
Apries had left an only Pa,ughter, tall and beau- 
tiful, whofe Name was- Nitetis. This Vir- 
gin Amafis furnifh*d_with all Manner pf magr- 
nific^ Appwelii/iaiid fent her to Perjia Mr 
his owh-DaugHtel-t ^here fome Time after 
her Arrival, when Cambyfes vifiting her in a fa- 
miliar ""^Manrier c^Pd her the Daughter of A- 

^^ii. /b^-fej^^-i - " -Qi^^g> Thoujiaft been de- 
**' ceiv'dTTy Amafis^ who fent me hither with all 
*' thofe Ornaments i^ thi Place of his Daughter: 
♦' Whereas indeed J Am the-Daughter -of Apries 
*' his Matter whom he put to Death, after he 
f had revolted with the reft of the iEgyptiais." 
Thefe Words fill'd Cambyfes the Son of Cjrus 
with Indignation, and determined him to make 
War againft /Egypt. Thus the Perfians report 
the Matter. But the Egyptians claim a Re- 
lation to Cambyfes by Blood, and pretend that 
he was the Son of this Nitetis \ and that Cyrus j 
not Cambyfes^ was .the Perfon who fent for 
the Daughter of Amqfis. Nevertheleis this Ac- 
count is groUndlefs arid difingenuous. For if 
any People of the World are well informed 
of the Perfian Cuftoms, the ^Egyptians cer- 
tainly 2fft 5 and therefore could neither be ig- 
norant that a Son of the half Blood is never ^d- 
jnitted to be King of Perjiaj when a legitimate 
Heir is apparent ; nor th3it Cambyfes was the Son 
of Caffdndana Daughter to Pharnafpes of the 
Race of 4chamenes\ and not of an Egyptian 
Woman. But they have deliberately perverted' 
the Truth, that they wMght have fomeColpur to 
pretend a Rektionto the Family of Cyrus. Ano* 
Iher Story they have contriv'd^ which I think no 
1^ iad^ibfe tlua.tjii? fornier* ^ -Th^ % that a 
i- ^ ? ;. V Perfi^ 
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Perfian Lady bdng admitted to the Prefence of 
the King's Women, and feeing the Children 
of Cajfandana beautifiil and well proportioned, 
could not refrain from admiring her Happinefs ; 
but Caffandana anfwei^d, that thb* fhe was Wife 
to Cyrus:, and Mother to thefe Children, yet 
he flighted her, and {)referr*d an -^Egyptian 
Servant, meaning the ha*ed NiMis, before her; 
Upon which Cambyfes\ the eldefl: of her Sons 
faidj " Mother, when 1 tm a Man, I will 
*' on your Account turn all jEgypt upfide down :" 
That this Difcourfe of Gambyfes^ who had 
tiot then attained to more than ten Years of 
Age, ftruck all the Women prefent with Ad- 
miration ; and that he kept his Revenge in Me- 
mory till he grew up; and when he was pof- 
fefs*d of the Kingdom, made War againft ^- 
gypt. Another Motive that concurPd to indiicfe 
him to undertake this Expedition, was the Ar- 
rival of FhaneSj by T)efcent a Grfecian of HaU'^ 
€arnaffus. He h^d been one of the A'uxifiariiM 
bf Amaju^r prudent in Council, and valiant ih 
Aftion. This Man diflatisfied with Anl»fiSy oti 
I know not what Occafiori, departed by Sea 
from Mgypt^ with a Defign'to confer with Cam^ 
iyfes. But Amafis^ who knew' him to be a Man 
^f Credit arhong the Auxiliaries, and well ad- 
quainted with the ^Egyptian AHWs, refblv'd to 
ptirfue him with all Diligence: And to thiat 
End fent one of the moft trufty among his Eli*- 
liuchs with a Galley, who iurpriz*d him in Lycia\ 
but did not bring him back to JEgyfty becauft 
. he was over-reach*d by his Prifoner. For Pbanes 
made his 66ard drunk, and by ' that Means 
efcaping into P^j;;;^^, arriv'd at the Timt whfeh 
Camyfes was- preparing att'tltthgs for His Exjpt?- 
R 4 ' ditipn 
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ditbn to Mgypt^ smd much perpkx'd how he 
ihould pais the Deferts that were deftitute of 
Water. He difcover*d many important Aflairs 
of Atnajis to the King of Perfia^ and advis'd 
him to defire the King of Arabia by a Mcf&ge 
to grant him a fafc Paflage thro* his TerritoA 
ries 5 as the only Way into jEgypt cafy of Ac- 
<efs. For whatever is fituate between Phemi^ 
£ia and the Borders of CadytiSj which belongs to 
the Syrians of PaUftine^ and in my Opinion is 
little inferior to Sardis^ together with all the 
tradmg Places on the Coaft to the City of Jeny- 
fus^ is part of the Arabian Territories. And fo 
is the whole Tradt of Land that lies extended 
from JenyfuSj which belongs to the Syrians, 
to the Lake of Serbonisy where Mount Cafius 
ftretches towards the Sea. But from the Lake 
of SerhniSj in which Typbon is reported to have 
concealed himfelf, the Country belongs to ^- 
gypt. And all that Space which lies between 
the City of J enyfuSj Mount Cafius and the Lake, 
being no le& than three Days March, is utterly 
deftitute of Water. But in this Place I fhall 
mention a thing which has not been obferv'd 
by many who have pafs'd by Sea into Mgypt. 
Twice every Year the Grecians and Phoeni- 
cians^ tranfport thither certain Earthen Veflels 
£ll*d with Wine ; and yet not one of thefc 
is ever to be found empty. Now if any Man 
Ask how this comes to pafs, I (hall inform him. 
The Governor of every Province is obliged to 
colleft all thofe Veflels that he can find within 
his Jurifdiftion, and fend them tp Memphis \ 
where they are fiird with Water, a^d then con* 
,vey*d to thofe arid Parts of Syria. So that all 
thefeiVdrels, that cvi be found in Sgypt^ are 
* from 
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from Time to Time fcnt back into Syria In this 
Manner the Periians, when they had conquered 
JEgypt^ made Provifion of Water for the For- 
ces they ihoiild afterwards fend to that Coun- 
try, Rit, as before this Expedition Water was 
not thus preferv'd in thofe rarts, Cambyfes by 
the Advice of Pbanesthc Halicarnaflian fent Am- 
bailadors to (blicite the King of Arabia to per- 
nut him to pafs in Safety ; and upon mutual Af-^ 
furances of Amity obtained his Requeft. The 
Arabians are moft religious Obfervers of the Con- 
tradls they make; which are attended with 
thefe Ceremonies. When they enter into mu- 
tual Obligations, a third Perfon ftanding be- 
tween the Parties, makes an Incifion with a ihafp 
Stone in the Palm of the Hand under the lon- 
geft Fingers of both the Contraders •, and cut- 
ting a Shred from the Garment of each, dips it 
in the Blood, and anoints feven Stones brought 
thither to that End, invoking the Names of 
Bacchus and Urania. After this Invocation, the 
Mediator of the Agreement exhorts the Stranger, 
CM* the Citizen, if the Contraft be made with a 
Citizen, to perform the Conditions: And the 
Contrafters are oblig*d to profefs themfelves 
bound in Juftice to obferve the Treaty. They 
acknowledge no other Gods than Bacchus and 
Urania^ whom they call by the Names of Ou-- 
rot alt ^nd. Alilat, They ihave their Temples, 
and cut their Hair to a circular Form 5 in order, 
as they fay, to refemble Bacchus, The Arabi- 
an, after the Conclufion of this Treaty with the 
Ambafladors of Cambyfes^ caus'd a great Num- 
ber of Camels Skins to be filPd with Water, and 
loaded on living Camels ; which being done, he 
order'd them to be drived tcthe arid Defarts, 

and 
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^d there in Perfon cxpefted the Arrivcri *of 
Cambyfes with his Army. TJhis Account feems 
to me the moft credible : Yet I muft not omit 
to mention another Expedient j (tho* lefs pro- 
bable) becaufe *tis affirm'd Ukewife. Corys is a 
great River of Arabia^- and runs into the Red 
Sea. And they fay that the King oi Arabia by 
joyning together the raw Hides of Oxen and 
other Animals, made an AquaeduA from this 
River to the Deferts, and conveyed the Water 
thither by that Means, intoCifterns provided for 
receiving and preferving as much as fhould be 
neceflary. But that becaufe the Way between 
the River and this dry Country was no lefs than 
twelve Days Journey, he contriv'd to convey 
the Water by. three feveral Aqaedu(9s into three 
different Places. 

PsAMMENiTus the Son of Amajis lay en- 
camped with his Army at the Peluftan Mouth of 
the Nile^ in Expeflation of Cambyfes ; for Ama^ 
^j died before this Invafion, after he had reign*d 
forty and four Years, in a continued Courfe of 
Felicity. His Body was embalmed, and bu- 
ried in the Sepulchre which he had built for him- 
felf in the Temple. During the Reign of Pfam" 
fnenitus a great Prodigy was fecn in AEgypt. 
Showers of Rain fell at Thebes \ which, the 
Thebans fay, had never happened before, nor 
iince even to this Day. Por no Rain ever falls 
in the upper Regions of ASgypt: But at that 
Time they had Rain,, as the Thebans affirm. 

The Perfian Army march'd thro' the- un- 
water*d Country, and arriving near the Camp 
of the Egyptians, refolv^d to hazard a Battle : 
Which the Grecians and Carians, who were 
Auxiliaries to the.,SlgyptianSy. perceiving, they v 
- :. to 
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to Ihew their Deteftation of Phanes^ for intro- 
ducing a foreign. Enemy into Mgypt^ brought 
his jSons into the Camp; and having placed a 
Bowl between the two Armies, kilm them all ^ 
upon the Bowl in Sight of their Father, Then, 
they pour'd Wafer and Wine into the Blood; 
tod aifter all the Auxiliaries had tailed of this 
Mixture they begair the Attack. The Battle 
was obftinately fought, and great Numbers fell 
on both fideis : But at laft the ^SEgyptians wfere 
put to Fl^ht. On this Spot of Ground I Ikw 
a very furprizing thing, which the People of 
the Q)untry fhew'd me. For as the Bones df 
thofe who were kilPd in that Fight are fepara- 
ted; thofe of the Perfians lying in one Place, 
and thofe of the -Egyptians in another, I found 
the Skulls of the Perlians fo weiik that one 
might break them with the leaft Pebble ; where- 
as thofe of the -ffilgyptians were hard, enough to 
refift the PercufRon of a weighty Stone. They 
told me, and I affeiited to their Experience, that 
this Difference is owing to the Egyptian Cu- 
ftom of {having the- Heads of their Children 
early s by which Means the Bone is rendrcd 
thicker and ftronger thro* the Heat of the Sun, 
and the Head preferv'd from Baldncfs: And 
indeed we fee fewer Perfons bald in Mgfpt than 
in any other Country. As therefore the Skull 
of an -Egyptian is fortified by this Method, 
fo the Heads of the Perfians are foften'd by 
contrary Cuftom. For they are not exposed to 
the Sun, but always covered with Caps and 
Tlirbans. And I obferv^d the fame thing at 
Papremis in thofe who were defeated with 
Acbamenes the Son Qf Darfus^ by Inarus King 
pf LAhya. ^ 

.^ Th? 
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Th e -Egyptians, after they had loft the Bat- 
tle, fled away to Memphis in a diforderiy Man- 
ner. Which Cambyfis hearing, he fent a Per- 
fian Herajd thither in a Ship of Mitylene to ex- 
hort them to furrender. But when tJiey few the 
Veflel entring the Port of Memphis^ they ran 
out in great Numbers to the Shore ; deftroy'd 
the Ship; tore the Men in Pieces, and carried 
their mangled Limbs into the City. Upon this 
the -Egyptians were befieg'd, and after fome 
Time rorcM to fubmit. WMch fo terrified the 
Libyans, that to avoid the like Calamity, they 
yklded to Mercy without a Blow, and taxing 
themfelves in Proportion to their Abilities fent 
divers Prefents to Cambyfes. The Cyrenaeans and 
Barcaeans being under the fame Apprehenfions, 
furrendred likewife as the Libyans had done. 
Cambyfes very favourably received the Prefents 
of the Lybians, but was highly difpleas'd at 
thofe of the Cyrenseans, as I conjedhire, becaufe 
they were inconfiderable. For they fent no 
more than five hundred Mines of Silver, which 
he took with Difd^n, and threw about a- 
mong the Soldiers. On the Tenth Day af- 
ter the taking of Memphis^ Cambyfes to try 
the Conflancy of Pfammenitus^ who had reign'd 
only fix Months, fent him in Difgrace to the 
Suburbs of the City, accompanied by odier 
^Egyptians ; and at the fame Time ordering his 
Daughter to be drefs*d in the Habit of a Save, 
and furnifh'd with a Bucket, commanded her, 
with other Virgins of the principal Families 
in jEgypt cloath*d in the fame Manner, to 
teing Water from the River. When the Fa- 
thers of thefe Virgins faw them weeping and 
lamenting, they likewife wept and bewaiPd the 

Calamitf' 
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Calamity of dieir Children. Bat Pfammenitus 
alone, who law and heard no lefs than they^ 
only tum*d his Eyes towards the Ground* Thefe 
Vii^ins having pafs'd by with Water, Cambyfes 
in 3ie next rlace fent the Son of Pfanmenitus 
thither alio, attended by two thoufand ^gypti* 
ans of like Age, all with Halters about their 
Necks, and a Curb in their Mouth; to fufier 
Death in Satisfadiion for the Lives of thoie Mi- 
tylenseans who perifh'd with their Ship. For the 
King's Judges had determined that ten of the 
principal Egyptians Ihould be facrific'd for every 
one of thofe Men, Yet when Pfammenitus per- 
^v'dthem pafling, and knew that his Son was 
going to dye, he did no more than he had done 
at the Sight of his Daughter; tho* all the reft 
of the Egyptians about him made loud Lamen- 
tations. But he no fooher faw one of his Com- 
panions, a Man advanced in Years, plundered of 
all, and living only upon Alms, walking about 
the Suburbs, where the Army, and Pfammeni^ 
tus with other -Egyptians were, than he wept 
bitterly, and calling him by his Name, ftruck 
himfeif upon the Head. AH thefe things be- 
ing reported to CanAyfes by three Perfons who 
were plac'd about Pfammenitus to obferve his 
Aftions, he was ftruck with Wonder, and 
fent a Me(&ge to him in thefe Words. ** Pfam-- 
** menitusj Thy Mafter Cambyfes is defirous 
** to know why, after thou hadft fcen thy 
•* Daughter fo ignominioufly treated,^ and thy 
*« Son led to Execution, without any Excla- 
** mation t>r Weeping, thou fhouldfl: be lb 
*' highly concem'd for a poor Man no Way 
** rekted to thee, as he is mform'd." To ti^s 
QuejEtion Pfifmrnenitus r^tum'd the followiiig An- 

fwer. 
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fwer, " Son of. Cyrus^ The Cafamities of rijy 
" Family are tea great to leave me the Power 
**. of weeping : But the Misfortuhes of a Com- 
** panion, r^uc^d in his Old-age to the extrem- 
** eft Neceffity, may be fitly lamented with 
*' Tears/* His Anfwcr being brought to Cam-^ 
byfes^ was generally approv'd; and the -Slgypti-^ 
ans fey that not only Klrcefus^ wlio accjomponied 
him in this Expedition, and all the Perfiails 
that were prefent, oould not refrain from Teai«; 
but that Cambyfes himfelf touched with Remdrfe, 
fent' immediate Orders to iave the Life of the' 
Son, and to bring the Father from the Suburbs^ 
into his Prefence : That thefe Meflengers found- 
the Son already dead, having been the firft' 
that fufFer*d; but condnAcd^ PfammenUus to 
Cambyfes ; who permitted him to five at his 
own Difcretion, without doing him any Manner 
of Violence. And if by his Condud he had per- 
fiiaded Cambyfes that he defir*d no Innovation, 
he might probably have been entrufted with the* 
Adminiftration of jEgypt. For the Perfians^ are 
accuftom'd to pay fo great Refpeft to the Sons* 
of Kings, that they uiiially. beftow the King- 
doms o? thofe who revolt, upon their Children ;. 
as may be proved by many Examples, and par- 
ticularly by thofe of ^Thannyra the Son of Inarus 
the :Lybian, who was invefted with his Fa- 
ther's Government ; and oi Faufitii the Son of 
Amyrtaus^ who met with the fame Foitune ; thcf 
greater^ Diiafters never fell upon the Perfians, 
tlan by the Means-' of thoie two Kings. But 
Pfammenitus defigning to raife -new Difturbancfes, 
and foliciting die ..ffigyptiana to- febel, wa^ 
fiez'd by order of Cambyfeij and received the juflT 
Reward of his Infidelity r For -after^hib- Cod- 
- • - viftipn 
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viftk)n he drank the Blood of a Bull, and died 
immediately. 

From Memphis Gambyfes went to the City of 
SMs^ in order to execute a Defign he had pro- 
jefted ; and to that end going into the Palace of 
Amafts^ he prefently commanded his Body to 
be 'taken ouf of the Sepulchre; which being 
done, he gave farther Orders to whip him ; to- 
pull of his Hair -, to prick him with pointed 
Inftruments, and to abufe the Corpfe with all 
Manner of Indignity. But after they had tired 
themfelves with this Employment, and fayir 
all their Efforts rendred inefieftual by the So- 
lidity of the imbalming Compolition, Cambyfes 
commanded the Body to be burnt: Which was* 
an Aftion of Impiety ; becaufe the Perfiatis be- 
lieve Fire to be a God ; and to bum a dead Body 
is not permitted in either* Nation. For the Per- 
fians fay 'tis a Violation of Religion to feed a 
God with the dead Body of a Man : And the 
Egyptians hold that Fire is a favage Animal, 
which devours all that comes within his Reach, 
and aft^r he has glutted his voracious Appetite,, 
expires with the things he has confum*d: Nei- 
ther do they ever give the Bodies of dead Men to 
wild Beafts ; but chufe rather to* embalm them 
than to bury them in the Earth, left they 
ftiould be eaten by Worms. So riiat Cambyfes 
commanded a thing altogether repugnant ta 
the Manners of both Nations. But the JE-' 
gyptians pretend this was not the Body of ^wtf* 
Jis^ but of another Egyptian, equal to him in 
Years, whom the Perfians, miftiking him for 
Amafis^ treated fo opprobrioufly. For they fay, 
that Amafis bring admonifh'd by the Oracle of 
what fhould happen to him after Death, contrir'd 

to 
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to fectire himfelf agadnft the P^edi<^n, by ph^ 
cing the dead Body of this ^gypdan near the 
Door of his Sepulchre^ and commanding his 
Son to depofit his own in the remoteft Part of 
the fame Monument : Tho* I am of Opinion 
that thefe pretended Commands of Amajis touch- 
ing his own Funeral, and this ^gyptian^ are 
fididous. 

After this, Cambyfes refolv'd to imder* 
take three feveral Expeditions ; one againfl the 
Carthaginians; another againft the Ammo- 
nians; and a third againft the Macrobian ^- 
thiopians, who inhabit that Part of Libya 
which lies upon the South Sea. He defign'd to 
attack the Carthaginians with a Fleet, and the 
Ammonians by a Land- Army. But before he 
would make War againfl: the -Ethiopians, he 
determined to fend fome Perfons into the Coun- 
try, who under Pretence of carrying Pre- 
fents to their King, and inquiring into the Truth 
of the Report concerning the Table of the Sun, 
might difcover the Strength and Condition of 
the Kingdom. They fay this Table of the Sun 
is a certain Meadow in the Suburbs, furnifh'd 
with the roaflred Flefh of all Sorts of four-foot- 
ed Animals, which being rang*d in Order by 
the Magiftrates of the City in the Night, ferve 
to feafl: all Comers in the Morning. The In- 
habitants fay, that thefe things are a daily Prefent 
of the Earth : And this is their Account of 
the Table of the Sun. 

Cambyses in Purfuance of his Refolution 
touching the Spies, fent to Elephantis for fuch 
Perfons among the Ichthyophages, as befl: under- 
ftood the Ethiopian Language ; and in the mean 
Time commanded all his Nav^ Forces to fail to« 

wards 
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\^rafds Cartbdge, But the Phoenicians alledging 
that they were under the moft (acred Obligations 
of Relation to the Carthaginian^, and could not 
without Impiety make War ^ainft their own 
Blood, refused to execute the Orders of Cambyfes. 
And the reft being utterly uncapable of fucn an 
Enterprize, the Carthaginians were thus pre* 
ferv'd from the Perfian Power. For Canwyfes 
did not think convenient to compel the Phoe- 
nicians to obey, becaufe they had voluntarily 
fubmitted to him, and made up the great 
Strength of his Fleet; tho* the Cyprians had, 
done the fame, and were likewife employed a- 
gainft the Egyptians. When the Ichthyophages 
arrived from ElephantiSy Cambyfes fent them away 
to ^Ethiopia with full Inftruftions, and Prefents 
confifting of a Suit of Purple, a Necklace and 
Bracelets of Gold, an Alabafter Box of rich 
Ointment, and a Veflel of Palm Wine. Thefe 
Ethiopians are reported to furpafs all other Men 
in Beauty and large Proportion of Body ; and to 
govern themfelves m refped to the Succeffion of 
the Kingdom by a peculiar Method, unknown 
in any other Part of the World. For they con- 
fer the Royal Dignity upon the Man who is 
of the largeft Size, and of Strength propor- 
tionable to his Perfon. To this Nation the 
Ichthyophages were fent 5 and after their Arrival 
having made their Prefents to the King, they 
addrefe*d themfelves to him in thefe Words, 
** Cambyfes King of the Perfians, being defirous 
** to enter into mutual En|agements of Friend - 
** fhip and Hofpitality with Thee, has given 
•* us Commiffion to treat of this AfJair ; and 
•* fent thefe Prefents, which are fuch as he him- 
« felf is moft delighted with/* To which the 
S 4£t)iiopian 
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Ethiopian, not doubting they were Spies, re- 
turned this Anfwer. " *Twas not from any Con- 
«* fideration of my Friendfhip that the King of 
•* Perjia fent you to me with thefe Prefents; 
*« neither have you fpoken the Truth -, but are 
*• come into my Kingdom as Spies. If Cambyfes 
« were an honeft Man, he would defire no 
** more than his own ; and not endeavour to 
«' reduce a People under Servitude who have 
*' never done him any Injury. However, give 
*' him this Bow from me, and let him know 
«' that the King of Ethiopia advifes the King 
«* of Perjia to make War acainft the Macro- 
^ bian -Ethiopians, when tie Perfians fhall 
•' be able thus eafily to draw fo ftrong a Bow ; 
•* and in the mean Time to thank the Gods, 
** that they never infpir'd the -Sthiopi^s 
«* with a Defire of extending their Domini- 
♦* on beyond their own Country." When he 
faid this, he loofen'd the String, and delivered 
the Bow to the Ambafladors. Then taking 
up the purple Garment, he afk'd what it was, 
amd how made ; and after they had informed 
him touching the Colour, and Manner of the 
Tinfture, " The Men, faid he, are deceit- 
*' ful, and fo is the Cloathing they wear.** 
:' In the next Place he queftion*d them concern* 
ing the Necklace and Bracelets-, and when 
they had explained to him the curious Work- 
manftiip of diofe things, the King laught, and 
told them that Chains of a far greater Strength 
were to be found in jEtbiopia. Of the Oynt- 
ment he gave the fame Judgment as of the pur- 
ple Garments. But when they entered into a 
Difcourfe about the Wine, which the Ethiopian 
tafted with great Pleafure, he deilr'd to know 

what 
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what Provifions were us'd at the Kiag o{ Perfia*^ 
Table, artd to what Age the longjeft Life oi^ 
aPb-fran might reach^ The AmbafladflOi aw- 
fwcr'd, that the Fbod of the King of Ptrfia 
was Bread s taking Occi^o^ from that Demand 
to defcribc the Nature of V^heat; and that 
the loiigeft Life of a Perfiatt might extend tc^ 
Iburfcorc Tears. The ^thiopi^n King replied, 
that he was not at all furprizM, if Men who 
eat nothing but Dung, did not attain to a tengef 
Life : And was- pmuadcd they could not ar- 
rive even to that Age, without the Affifttncd 
of Wine : Acknowledging the Perfians to haVfl 
the Advant^e of the ^thiopans in that Par- 
ticular. Then the Ichthyophages inquiring tn 
their Turn concerning the Life and Diet of the 
Ethiopians, the King faid, that they ufually 
ttttain*d to a hundred and twenty Years ; and 
fbme to a greater Age ; that they fed upon 
roafted Flefh, and us*d Milk for thdr Drink. 
But feeing the Spies aftonifh'd at the Mention 
of fo great- a Number of Years •, he brought 
them to a Fountain, which renders the Bodies 
of Men fmooth as if anointed with Oil, and 
perfumed, as with the Ckiour of Violets. ThcJ 
Water of this Fountain, as the Spies faid, 
is too weak to bear either Wood, or other 
Subftance lighter than Wood ; but every thing 
prefently finks to the Bottom. This Water^ 
if indeed they have any fuch, is faid to be 
us'd by all the Inhabitants, and accounted the 
Caufe of their Longevity. From this I^oun* 
tain the King conduced them to fee the Pri* 
fons, where all the Prifoners are fettered with 
Chains of Gold : For among thefe -^Ethiopians 
the mod: rare and valued of all Metals, vs 
. 3 2 Brafs. 
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Brafs. The next thing they vicw'd was the 
Place which is calM the Table of the Sun ; 
and laft. of all the Sepulchres, which are faid 
to be cover'd with Glals in the Manner follow- 
ing. When they have dried the Body after the 
Egyptian Fafhion, or fome other Way •, they 
lay on a Covering of white Plaifter, which 
they paint with Colours as near as poffible to 
the Likenefs of the Perfon deceased : Then 
they inclofe the Body within a hollow Column 
of Cryftal, which they dig eafily, and in 
great Abundance in thofe Parts. The Dead are 
plainly feen thro* thefe tranfparent Glafles ; 
criiitting no ill Scent; nor being at all difa- 
greeable to the Eye ; becaufe they perfectly 
refemble the Perfons living. They are kept a 
whole Year in the Houfes of their neareft Re- 
lations ; and during that Time are honoured 
with Sacrifices, and the firft Fruits of all 
things : After which they are carried out, and 
plac'd upright round the Parts adjoyning to 
the City. 

Th e Ichthyophages having feen every thing 
remarkable, retum'd to Cambyfes -, and after 
they had acquainted him with all that had 
pafs'd, he fell into a violent Paflion, and or- 
dered his Army to march immediately againft 
the -Ethiopians, without making any Provi- 
fion for their Subfiftance, or once confider- 
ing that he was going to make War in the 
remoteft Parts of the World ; but aflbon as he 
had heard the Report df his Meflengers, like a 
Man abandoned of Reafon and good Senfe, he 
began to move with the whole Body of his Land 
Forces ; commanding only the Grecians to ftay 
behind with their Ships. When he arrived at 
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7}?eheSj he drew out about fifty thoufand Men » 
ordering them to ravage ail the Country of th^ 
Ammonians, and to burn the Oracle of Jupiter 
Ammony whilft he with the reft of his Army 
Ihould march againft the -Ethiopians. But be- 
fore he had advanced a fifth Part of the Way, his 
Provifions were confum'd, together with the 
Cattle that ferv'd to carry the Baggage : And if 
upon the firft Information of this Want, Cambyfes 
had retum'd with his Forces, and ceas*d to pur- 
fue his rafh Attempt, before he committed more 
Faults, he had given fome Proof of his Wifdom. 
But he abandoned all to Chance, and obftinately 
continued his March. The Soldiers fed upon 
Herbs, fo long as they found any in their Way : 
But when they arrived in the fandy Defarts, fome 
of them were guilty of a horrid Aftion. For 
they caft Lots among themfelves, and eat every 
tenth Man : Which Cambyfes hearing, and ap- 
prehending they would continue to devour one 
another ;ne defifted from his Enterprize againft 
the -/Ethiopians, and retreated to Thebes^ after 
he had loft a great Part of his Army. From 
thence under the Condud of Guides he returned 
with the reft of his Forces to Memphis \ where, 
at his Arrival he difmifs*d the Grecians with 
Leave to retire in their Ships to their own 
Country: And thus ended this Expedition of 
Cambyfes againft the Ethiopians. As for that 
Part of the Army which he fent againft the 
Ammonians, they marcn*d from Thebes^ and 
by the Help of their Guides arrived at the City 
Oajisy inhabited by Samians, who are report- 
ed to be defcended from the -ffifchrionian Tribe, 
and fituate feven Days March from Thebes^ thro* 
the Sands. This Country in the Grecian Lan- 
S 3 guage 
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guace is call'd the Fortutuite Ifltnd, and no ^^ 
Coubts that an Army arriv'd in this Place. But 
-what was their Fate afterwards, is related by 
none except the Ammonians, or thofe who 
have conversed with them : For they never re-r 
tum*d to their own Country, nor even to Mgypt. 
The Ammonians fey, they marchM from Oafis \ 
imd after they had pafs'd one half of the Sands 
which lie in the Way from that Oty, a ftrong 
and impetuous Wind began to blow from tM 
South at the Time of their Dinner, and rais'd 
the Sands to fuch a Degree, that the whole Ar^ 
my was buried alive and perifh'd. 

Whew Cambyfes was retum'd to AfnupHs^ 
ApiSy or, as the Grecians call him, Epaphus^ ap* 
pearing among the Egyptians, they put on the 
richeft of their Apparel, and fcafted fpkndidly. 
Which Cambyfes feeing, and highly refenting 
thefe Expreffions of Toy, after his Affairs had 
Succeeded fo ill \ he ifent for the Magifbatcs of 
Metf^is^ and putting them in Mind that th6 
iCgyptians had done no fuch thine when he 
was in Memphis before, ask*d why 3»ey carried 
thcmfelves in this Manner, after he had loft fo 
great a Part of hie Army. They anfwePd, that 
when their God manifefted himfdf, which fel-r 
dom happened, the -Egyptians had been always 
accuftom'd to celebrate his Appearance with the 
greateft Demonftrations of Joy. Which when 
Cambyfes heard, he told them. They lyedj 
and pxit them to Death, as Lyars. Then he 
fent for the Pricft$; and having receiv*d the 
like Anfwer from them, he faid, that if any God 
was fo mild ^d familiar to ^w himfelf to the 
jEgyptians, he would not be unacquainted 
widi him^ W^ wkhomt niore Words comr. 
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manded the Priefts to bring their God. So 
they departed to put his Orders in Execution. 
This Apis^ or EpapbuSy is the Calf of a Cow 
uncapable of bearing another, and no other- 
wife to be impregnated than by Thunder, as 
the -Egyptians af&m. The Marks that diftin- 
guifh him from all others, are thefe. His Body 
IS black ; except one Square of White on the 
Forehead: He has the Figure of an Eagle 
on his Back ; a double Li^ of Hair on his 
Tail ; and a Scarabasus under his Tongue. 
When the Priefts had brought their God mto 
the Prefence of Cambyfes^ he in a brutal Man- 
ner drew his t)agger, and defigniiig to thruft 
it into the Bdlly of ApiSj wounded him in the 
Thigh : Then falling into a Fit of Laughter, 
** Ye Wretches, faid he, are thefe things, which 
*' are composed of Flefti and Blood, and fo eafily 
*' vulnerable, the Gods yoa worlhip ? This is a 
** worthy God indeed, and fuitable to the Cha- 
" rafter of the Egyptians. But I will let you 
** know that you fhall not abufe me with Im- 
** punity**. When he had faid thefe Wcwds, he 
commanded the proper Officers to whip thQ 
Prieft *, and to kill all the Egyptians they ihoul4 
find makii^ publick Demonftrations of Joy. 
Thus the Feftival was interrupted \ the Priefts 
punilh'd-, and Apis^ after he had lahgui(h*d 
fome Time, dying of his Wound in the Tem- 
ple, was buried by the Priefts, and his Death 
conceaPd from Can^yfes. The -Egyptians 
fey Cambyfes grew mad immediately atter this 
facrilegious Aftion ; tho* *tis known he was 
i^ before ; and had made the firft Difcove- 
ry of his Extravagance upon the Perfon of 
Jus Brother Smerdisy who was born of the 
S 4 fame 
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feme Father and Mother with himfelf ; fending 
him back from yEgjpf in a jealous Humour to 
Perfia^ becaufe he alone ot all the Perfians 
had been able to draw the Bow, which the 
Ichthyophaces brou^t from the Ethiopian 
King, within the Br^th of two Fingers. Af- 
ter fis Departure Cambyfes dream'd he faw a Vi- 
fion, rcprefenting a Meflenger arrived from Per- 
fia to inform him that Smerdis was feated on the 
Royal Throne, and touched the Heavens with 
his Head. Upon which fearing his Brother 
would kill him, and afllime the Kingdom, he fent 
Ptcxafpes^ one of his principal Confidents, to 
Perjia^ with Orders to kill Smerdis. Prexafpesj 
in Purfuance of his InftruAions put an End 
to the Life of Smerdis ; fome fay at a Hunting 
appointed to that purpofe: Others, that he 
xlrown'd him in the Red Sea, after he had by 
his Perfuafions drawn him thither: And this 
is accounted the firft delirious Aftion of Cam-' 
byfes. His fecond, was the Murder of his own 
Sifter, who had accompanied him into Mgypt^ 
and was alfo his Wife. Which was the firft 
Example of that Kind among the Perfians j 
who till that Time had always abftdn'd from 
fuch Marriages. But Cambyfes being in Love 
with one of his Sifters, and as defirous of mak- 
ing her his Wife, as convinced of the Novelty 
or his Defign, fummon'd all the Royal Judges to- 
gether. Thefe Judges are certain chofcn Per- 
fians, who continue in their Offices during Life, 
unlefs they are convifted of a Crime. They 
decide all Controverfies 5 interpret the Laws ; and 
all things are referred to their. Determination. 
To the^ ^erfotis Cambyfes apply^d himfelf, and 
hgvin^ demwjd^d whether they had any Law that 
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pennitted a Man to many his Sifter, receiv'd this 
cautious and proper Anfwer : That indeed they 
could find no Law to permit a Man to many 
his Sifter ; but were well acquainted with ano- 
ther, which gives a Liberty to the Kings of Per^ 
fta to do whatever they think convenient. And 
by this Means they did not abrogate a Law for 
fear of Cambyfcs ; but that they might not lofe 
their Lives by a pertinacious Refiftance, they 
found out another in favour of the King, who 
was fo defirous of this Match. Upon their An- 
fwer Cambyfes married the Sifter he lov'd, and a 
little Time after, another. The Perfon he killed 
was the youngeft of thefe, who followed him 
into Mgypt ; and whofe Death, as well as that 
of Smerdisj is reported two Ways. For the 
Grecians fay, that Cambyfes having one Day 
brought a young Dog to the Whelp of a Lyon, 
diverted himfelf to fee them fight; and that this 
Dog being over-match'd, another of the fame 
Litter broke loofe, and ran to his Affiftance; 
by which Means the two Dogs worfted the Ly- 
on : That whilft Cambyfes was pleafing himfelf 
with this Entertainment, the young Woman, 
who fat by him, began to weep j of which 
when the King had aflc'd her the Reafon, fhe 
anfwer*d. That feeing the little Dog come fo 
feafonably to the Succour of his Brother, fhe 
could not refrain from Tears, becaufe this Ac- 
cident put her in mind of the Fate of her Bro- 
ther Smerdis^ whofe Death fhe knew no Body 
would revenge : And the Grecians affirm that 
for thefe Words Cambyfes kill'd her. But the 
Egyptians fay, that as they were both at Table, 
(he took a Lettuce, and pulling the Leaves afun- 
der, afk'd her Hufband, " Whether an entire 
2 ^ '* Let- 
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•* Lettuce was not more beautiful than one 
*' pulPd in pieces. He anfwer*d, Moft certain- 
•' ly : Then laid (he, you have truly reprefent- 
*' ed this broken Lettuce, by difmembring die 
*' Houfe of Cyrus :'' That upon thefe Words 
Cambyfes in a Rage ftruck her with his Foot, and 
caus*d an Abortion, of which fhe died. Thus 
Cambyfes cxerds'd his Fury, againft thofe of his 
own Family ; but whether his Madnefs fiez'd 
him for the Death of Apis^ or from any other 
Caufe, may be doubted ; becaufe human Na- 
ture is fubjed to many Evils. And indeed we 
are informed that Cambyfes was afflidled from 
his Infancy with a convulfive Malady, by fome 
calPd the facred Difeafe : And then, no Wonder 
if his Mind were not found in fo diftemper*d a. 
Body. Befides thefe, he was guilty of other 
outragious Extravagancies againft the Perfians, 
and among them againft Prexafpes •, who had 
always beai honoured by him in an extraordi- 
nary Manner; received all Mcflages in his 
Name ; and had a Son that ferv*d him as Cup- 
bearer, which is an Office of great Dignity. 
For when he af}c'd Prexafpes what the Perfians 
iaid of him, and what Charafter they ufually 
gave him in their familiar G)nverfations, Prexaf- 
pes znfwtr^dj " Sir, They highly applaud your 
" Adions in general •, only think you too much 
** addided to Wine. How, faid Cambyfes with 
*' Indignation ; the Perfians fay I overthrow my 
*• Underftanding and Judgment by drinking Wine 
*' to exccfs? If that be true, they have been 
** great Diflemblers". For Cambyfes being for^ 
merly prefent in a great Aflembly of Perfians, 
where Cra^fus likewife aflifted •, and aflcing what 
Qpinion th^y had of him in Comparifon of hia 
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Father Cyrus^ they told him, he far furpafs'd his 
Father, becaufe he was not only Matter of all 
that Cyrus poflcfs*d, but had added Mgypt and 
the S^ to his Dominions. Neverthelefs Cra- 
fus not approving their Conclufion, fpoke thus 
to Camhyfts 5 " Son of Cyrus^ I cannot per- 
•* faadc myfelf that thou art equal to thy Fa- 
^* ther: For thou haft not yet liich a Son to 
•* focceed thee as he had : Which Words were 
fo grateful to CambyfeSj that he highly com- 
mended the Judgment of Crafus : And on this 
Occafion remembering what had pafs*d at that 
Time, (aid with Indignation to PrexafpeSy 
*' Sec now, whether the Perfians have fpokcn 
** the Truth ; or are diftrafted themleives, 
*' when they fay thefe things of me? For if 
^* I fhoot this Arrow thro* the Heart of thy 
** Son, who ftands there under the Portico, 
*' the Perfians have faid nothing to the Purpofe : 
•* But if I mifs, they have fpoken the Truth, 
** and I am mad.** He had no fooner pronounc*d 
thefe Words, than drawing his Bow, he (hot 
an Arrow thro* the Body of the young Man : 
Then commanding him to be taken up and o- 

Sn*d; and finding the Arrow had pierd*d his 
eart, he turn*d about with great Joy, and 
laughing in the Face of the Father, faid, " Prex^ 
^* afpes^ I fuppofe thou art now convinced that 
*^ the Perfians arc mad, and not Cambyfes. 
*' Tell me \ didft thou ever iee a Man (hoot 
** more juft than I have done?"** But Prexafpes 
perceiving him to be delirious, and being under 
great Apprehenfions for his own Life, " Truly, 
** Sir, (aid he, I bcjieve a God could not 
** (hoot more dcxtcjt)u(ly .'* At another Time he 
pp^ipandcd twelve PcHmnis of the ^(t Rank to 
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be fiez'd and without any juft Caufc to be bu- 
ried alive. But whilft he was proceeding in 
this furious Manner, Crcpfus the Lydian thought 
fit to admonifti him in thefe Words* " I be- 
*' feech you. Sir, let not Youth and Anger 
*' be fo prevalent with you ; but reftrain and 
** moderate your Paffions. For *tis the Part of 
*' a wife Man, and conducing to your own 
*' Safety to forefee and prevent Danger. You 
*' have deftroy'd divers of your own Country- 
** men upon flight Occafions •, and have not 
*' fpar'd their Children ; confider if you per- 
" fift in fucli a Courfe, whether the Perfians 
** may not rebel. For my own Part I cannot 
** refrain from giving you this Advice, becaufe 
*' your Father Cyrus exprefly commanded me 
** to put you in Mind of whatever might 
** be moft expedient for your AiFairs.** To 
this friendly Cbunfel of Crcefus^ Cambyfes an- 
fwer'd, " How dare you prefume to advife 
*' me ? As if you had fo wifely governed your 
** own Kingdom : *Twas admirabje Counfel 
« you gave my Father, when you perfuaded 
** him to pafs the River Araxes^ and attack the 
*' Maflagetes, inftead of permitting them to 
" enter our Territories as they were willing to 
" do. You firft rtiin'd yourfelf by your own 
** ill Government : And then deftroy'cf Cyrus by 
" your ill Advice. But you fhall not long enjoy 
** the Pleafure of that Adion: For 'tis more 
** than Time I fhould take Occafion to avenge 
" his Death.** No fooner had he pronounced 
thefe Words, than he took up his Bow to fhoot 
Crosfus \ but the Lydian fav'd himfelf by running 
immediately out of his Prefence. Neverthelefe 
Cambyfes perceiving the Objedb of his Fury with- 
drawn. 
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drawn, commanded his Officers to fieze him 
and put him to Death. But they, who knew his 
Manner, refolv^d to conceal Crcsfus 5 that if 
Cambyfes fhould repent of his Rafhnefs, and en- 
quire for him, they might be well rewarded for 
preferring his Life ; or difpatch him after- 
wards, if they fhould find that Cambyfes had 
neither alter*d his Opinion, nor defir*d to fee 
him. In a little Time the King faiPd not to 
afk for Crcsfus ; which the Officers underftand- 
ing, acquainted him that Crcsfus was ftill liv- 
ing. " I am very glad, faid Cambyfes^ that he 
** is alive: But will never forgive thofe who 
" fav*d him,** And indeed he iif^de good his 
Word ; for he put them all to Death. Many 
more Aftions of this Nature he did whilft he 
ftaid at Memphis^ not only againft the Perfians, 
but alfo againft his Confederates. He opened 
many ancient Sepulchres to view the Bodies of 
the Dead -, and entring into the Temple of Vul- 
can^ derided the Image of the God: Which 
indeed refembles thofe Phoenician Figures that 
are placed on the Prow of their Ships, and cal- 
led Patacians^ not oKceeding the Stature of 
a Pigmy. He likewife went into the Temple 
of the Cabirian Gods, (which no Man except 
the Prieft may prefume to enter,) and after 
he had ridicul'd the Form of their Images, or- 
dered them to be thrown into the Fire ; be- 
caufe they were like that of Vulcan^ from whom 
they are faid to be defcended. All thefe things 
convince me that Cambyfes was outragioufly 
mad : Elfe he would never have attempted to 
make a Mockery of National Religions and Cu-*' 
ftoms. For if all Men were left at Liberty to 
introduce from other Plaoes fuch Rites and 
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Ufages as they ikould beft approve \ they would 
yet chufe to retain their own ; every Man be* 
ing ftrongly inclined to prefer the Manners of 
his Country before thofe of any other. That 
this is the common Sentiment of all Mankind, 
I could prove by many Inftances ; but fliall 
content myfelf with one. Darius having af- 
iembled the Grecians who liv'd under his Em*- 
pire, aik*d them for how great a Sum they 
would oblige themfelves to eat the dead Bo^ 
dies of their Parents ; and they anfwering that 
nothing was fuificient to induce them to com-^ 
mit fo great a Crime \ he prcfently fent for cer- 
tain Indians c^M Calladans, who are accuftom-* 
ed to eat thi dead Bodies of their Fathers, and 
demanding in the Presence of the Grecians and 
their Interpreters, how much Money they 
would take to burn thdr Parents after Death, 
they made loud Exclamations, and b^g'd he 
would mention fuch things no more. This is 
the Effea of Cuftom : And therefore Pindar in 
my Opinion fays judicioufly. That Cuftom is the 
King of all Men. 

Whilst the Arms ^f Cambyfes were em- 
ployed in this Expedition, the Lacedaemoni- 
ans made War againft Samos\ where Polycra^^ 
tes had put himfelf at the Head of a Party, 
ftnd by Violence fiez'd the Government. He 
at firft divided his Acquifition with his two 
R-others Pantagnotus and Sykfon ; but after- 
wards having put the elder tf> Death, and ex- 
peird Sylojon^ who was the younger, he be- 
came fole Nailer of all, and made an Alli- 
ance with Amajis King of Mgypt ; which was 
confirmed and cultivated on both fides by mutu- 
al Prefents. His Enterprizes were attended with 
2 fuch 
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fuch Succefs,, that in a fhort Time all the loni^ 
an and Gredan Cities were acquainted with his 
Fame ; every thing yielding to the Reputation 
of his Arms, wherever he determined to make 
War. He had a hundred Galliet of fifty Oars 
each, and a thoufand Archers. He attack'd 
all Places without Diftinftion ; pretending to 
do a greater Favour to his Friends by reftoring 
what he had taken away, than by leaving them 
in the quiet Enjoyment of tfidr Pof^fiions. 
He fubdued many of the lilands ; took divers 
Cities on the Continent; defeated the Les- 
bians in a Sea-fight, as they were going to a{^ 
fift the Milefians with their whole Fleet ; and 
putting them all to the Chain, compelled them 
to make the EHtch that fiirrounds the Walls 
of Samos. So many Succeflcs were not un- 
known to Amafis^ and plung*d him into no 
little Perplexity. But when he heard that their 
Number increased d»ly, he wrote to Polycra* 
tes in thefe Terms. ** Afnajis to Polycrates: 
*^ I have heard with Pleafure the fortunate 
. ** Succefles that attend the Enterprizes of a 
" Friend and Ally. But the Excefs of thy Prof- 
** perity difturbs me ; becaufe I know how en- 
*' vious the Gods are. As for me, I would ra- 
** thcr chufe, that my Afiairs and thofe of my 
** Friends fliould alternately participate of good 
•' and bad Fortune thro* the whole Courfe of 
** Life, than be always accompanied with un- 
** interrupted Felicity. For I cannot remember 
*' that I ever heard of a Man, ?ivho having 
*' been always happy, did not at laft perifh by 
** fome fignal Calamity. Be advisM therefore by 
** me; and fence againft good Fortune in 
*^ this Manner : Confidcr what you value at a 
"^: ^^high 
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•* high Rate, and would be much concem'd 
*' to lofe : Deprive yourfelf of this precious 
*' thing fo efFeftually, that it may be utterly 
«* loft: And if your Profperities ftill continue 
*' without other Viciffitude, repeat the Reme- 
" dy which you have now from me.** When 
Polycrates had read this Letter, and attentively 
confider*d the Matter, he approv*d the Coun- 
fel of Amajis\ and deliberating with himfelf, 
which of all his Treafures he could not aban- 
don without a moft fenfible Reluftancy, came^ 
at laft to this Refolution : He had a Signet 
made of an Emerald, fet in Gold by the Hand of 
Tbeodorus the Son of Telecles the Samian ; and 
this he determin*d to lofe in the following Man* 
ner. He went on board a Galley of fifty Oars 
compleatly mann*d, commanding the Mariners 
to put off; and when he few they had advanced 
to a confiderable Diftance from the Ifland, he 
took the Jewel in his Hand, and in the Pre- 
fence of all the Company threw it into the 
Sea. This done, he commanded them to car- 
ry him back, and at his Return was not a little 
difturb*d for his Lofs. But on the fifth or fixth 
Day after, a certain Fifherman having taken a 
large and beautiful Fi/h, and thinking it a Pre- 
fent worthy of Polycrates^ went to the Gates 
of his Palace, and defir*d Admiffion: Which 
being granted, he prefented the Fifh to the King, 
and faid, " Tho* I get my Living by hard La- 
♦* hour; yet I could not perfuade myfelf to 
** cany this Fifh, which I have taken, to the 
" Market, becaufe I thought it a fit Prefent for 
♦* a King.** P^/yrrtf/<?J pleas*d with thefe Words, 
commended the Man ; and having thank*d him, 
as well for his Compliment, as for the Fiih, iiN 

vitcd 
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viteid him to Dinner. The Fifherman received 
thefe Favours with great Joy, and went away 
to his own Habitation. In the mean Time the 
SeVvants opening the Fifh; few the Signet lodg- 
led in the Belly ; and when . they hiad taken it 
oiit, haften^d with much Satisfadion to Poly-^ 
cratesj reftoPd the Jewel, and acquainted him 
in what Manner they had found it. Polycrates 
perfuaded that the Event was divin^i wrote dowii 
What he had done, as well as what had happened 
to him afterwatds, and feiit the whole Account 
to ^sypt* By which Amafts being convinced 
that no Man can deliver another from the Ef^ 
fefts of a fetal Decree, and that the Life o^ 
'Polycrates would not terminate in fuch Profpe- 
rity as had attended his Anions fo cbnftantly 
that he recovered even thofe things which h^ 
defign*d to lofe, fent a Herald to Samos with 
Orders to renounce his Friendfhip, and diflblve 
all Obligations of Hofpitality that had beert 
contraded between th^rri; left the future Ca- 
lamities of Polycrates ihould afFeft him with 
that Grief which Men owe to the Misfortunes 
^f a Friend. 

A G A I K s t this Polycrates^ fo univerfally hap- 
py in all his Affairs, the Lacedaemonians prepared 
to make War, at the Solicitation of thofe Sami- 
ans who afterwards founded the City of Cydonid 
in Crete. But Polycrates^ being informed of their 
Defign^ fent a Meflenger privately to Cdmbyfes 
the Son bf Cyrus^ as he was preparing to invade 
j^gypti with Inftrudions to defire him to de-* 
mand fome Aififtance of the Samians. Which 
when tambyfes heard^ he readily di{*pafch'd a 
Meffage to Polycrates^ defiring he would fumlftl 
% Fleet to aflift him in his iEgyptiaa Expeditions 

T Upoil 
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Upon this Demand Polycrates drew out all thofe 
he fufpefted of feditious Defigns, and fent them 
with forty Gallies to CambyJeSy requefting him 
at the fame Time that he would not permit them 
to return to Samos. Some affirm that thefe Sa- 
mians never arrived in ^Egypt ; but in their Paf- 
iage thro* the Gupathian Sea, calling a Coun- 
cil of War, came to a Refolution not to pro- 
ceed farther in their Voyage: Others fay, that 
they arriv'd in yEgypt ; but finding themfelves 
obferv'd and under Guard, they took an Op 
portunity to make their Efcape, and in their 
Return to Samos met the Fleet of Polycrates^ 
which they defeated, and landed fafely in their 
own Country ; where they fought an unfuccefe- 
£ul Battle by Land, and afterwards fet Sail for 
Lacedamon. Yet fbme pretend they had the 
Vidory in this Aftion alfo ; but I think their O- 
pinion is groundlefs. For they could not have 
been under a Neceffity of imploring the Aid of 
the Lacedaemftiians, if they had found them- 
felves able to refifl the Forces of Polycrates. Be^ 
fides, *tis repugnant ta Reafon to imagine that 
one who had a numerous Army of foreign Mer? 
cenaries in his Pay, and fuch a Body of Samian 
Bowmen, fhould be beaten by fo unequal a Num^ 
ber as thofe were who returned from Mgypt: 
Efpecially if we confider,, that Polycrates to prc^ 
vent Treachery, had brought together the 
Wives and Children of all the Samians into the 
Arfenal of the Navy \ refolving to burn them to- 
jgether with the Naval Stores, if he fhould find 
himfelf betray'd to the returning Exiles. 

These Samians, thus expelled ^y^ Polycrates^ 
arri^d in Sparta \ and coming before the Seinate, 
implor'd their Afliftance in many Words, and with 

preffing 



r HA L 1 A 275 

preffing Infttoces. fiut at this ^ft Audience^ 
the Lacedaemonians gaveTJiem no other Anfwer 
than th^t they had foreotten the firft Part of 
their Speech, and therSore could not compre-^ 
hend the laft. At their fecond Appearance, 
the Samians caused an empty Balket to be 
brought in, and only faid. There was no Bread : 
Upon which the Lacedsemonians anlwer*d. That 
the Baflcet might have been fufficient to de- 
clare their Wants; and immediately decreed 
to affift them. When all things were ready for 
the Expedition, the Lacedaemonians tranfpor- 
ted their Army to SamoSy in Requital^ as the 
Samians pretend, for the Affiftance they for- 
merly had from SamoSj when they were eng^g-- 
ed in a War againft the Meflenians ; tho* the La,- 
cedaemonians fay, they did not undertake this 
Enterprize out of good Will to the Samians ; 
but to revenge themfelves of that People 
for intercepting the Bafon they fent to Crafus^ 
and robbing them the Year isi^re of a curi- 
ous Pedoral which Amafis Kin^of Mgypt had 
fent to them. This jPeftoral was made of Li- 
nen adorn'd with many Figures of Animals wo- 
ven into the Work, and enriched with Gold 
and Variety of Colours: The Chain is pf ad- 
mirable Artifice, fine and flender, tho* corififting 
of three hundred and fixty diftindt Threads. 
Such another is feen at Lindus^ prefented to 
Minerva by the fame Amafis, The Corinthians 
were eafily induced to take Part in this War ; 
becaufe they alfo had been injured by the Sami- 
ans in the preceding Age. For when Peri- 
finder the Son of Cyffelus had fent three hundred 
Youths, torn of the nobleft Families of Cor- 
' cyra to Alyattes iting of Sardis^ that they jnight 
\ .. . T 2 bo 
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be made. Eynuchs : And the Corinthian Ships, 
which tranfported them, were akeady arrived 
at Samos •, the Sampans, who were not ignorant 
of the Defign of this Voyage, in the firft place 
inftrufted the Boys to take Sandhiary- in the 
Temple of Diana^ forbidding the Corinthians 
to ule any violent Means to remove them, be- 
caufe they were under the Protedfion of the 
Goddefs : And when the Corinthians refiisM to 
give them Subfiftance, the Samians on their Ac- 
count inftituted a Feftival, which they obferve 
to this Day. For at Night, whilft the Suppli- 
ants were in the Temple, they aflembled the 
young Men and Virgins to dance ; and ordered 
them to carry about certain Cakes made of 
Flower and Honey, that the Corcyraean Youths 
might fnatch them out of their Hands, and by 
this Means fuftain themfelves : Which Praftice 
they continued, till the Corinthians weary of 
attending, thought fit to depart from Samos ^^ 
and were no fooner gone, than the Samians 
fent Home the Boys to Corcyra. Now if the 
Corinthians had liv'd in Amity with the Corcy- 
neans after the Death of Periander^ they would 
not have taken Part with the Lacedaemonians 
againft Samos on this Occcafion: But indeed 
from the firft peopling of that Ifland, their 
Diflenfions have been perpetual. The Corin- 
thians therefore not forgetting the Ufage they 
received at Samos^ join'd their Forces to the 
Lacedaemonians. As for Periander^ the Reafon 
he had to fend the Sons of the principal Men of 
Corcyra to Sardis^ with the Defign I have men- 
tioned was this. When he had kill'd his 
Wife Melijfaj he found that Calamity attended 
by another. She left him two Sons, one of fe- 

venteea 
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venteen, and another of eighteen Years of Age. 
Thefe young Men Procles Tyrant of Epidaurus^ 
their Grandmther, by the Mother, fent for to his 
Court, and carefe'd with that Tendernefs which 
is ufually ihewn to the Children of a Daughter,' 
And when he difinifs'd them faid, " You know 
** who kilPd your Mother." The Elder made 
no Reflexion on thefe Words ; But the Youn- 
ger, whofe Name was Lycophron^ returning to 
Corinth full of Refentment, and detefting the 
Murderer of his Mother, difdain'd either to fpeak 
to his Father, or make any Anfwer to the Que- 
ftions he afkM': 'Till at laft Periander in great" 
Anger tum'd him out of his Hbufe ; and after- 
wards enq\iir*d'of the elder Brother what Dif- 
courfes they had heard from their Grandfa-^ 
ther. He acquainted him that they had b^n 
received hy Procles in the kiridefl: Manner; not 
at all mentioning the Words he faid at their De- 
parture : Becaufe they had made no Impreflion 
oh his Mind. But Periander infifling ^at their 
Grandfather had undoubtedly given him fome 
Inflruftions, rfy'd him fo long with Quefti- 
ons, that in nie End the young Man recovered 
his Memory, and repeated the Words to his Fa- 
ther : Which he having attentively confider*d ; 
and refolving to treat his : Son without the 
leaft Indulgen^ce, fent to the Perfons that had 
given him Reception, forbidding them to har- 
bour him for the future^ Lycophron being 
remov'd from this Houfe retired to another; 
from whence upon the Menaces and pofitive 
Commands of Periander^ he was expelPd in like 
Manner. But betaking himfelf to a third, he 
was received as the Son of Periander^ tho* the 
Perfons conccm'd were not without Fear of his 
T 3 Difplea-' 
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Difplcafure. At kft Periander by aniEdift com- 
manded all Men to abftwi from receiving him, 
or converfing with him, under Penalty of a 
fp-tain Fine to be applied to the Temple of ApoU 
lo. After which every one declining his Pre- 
fence and Q)nver{ation, he refolv'd to retire into 
the publick Porticoes, without making any far- 
ther Trial of his Friends in fuch de^)erate Cir- 
cumftances. But on the fourth Day after this 
Refolution, Periander finding him disfigured 
by Want and Naftinefs, began to relent, and 
approaching him with Compsffion, laid \ " Son, 
** Art thou better pleas'd with this mifera- 
*' ble way of living, than to qualify thyfelf 
*' by obeying me, to enjoy all the Power and 
*V Riches I poflefe? Thou, who art my Son, 
" and a King in the rich City of Corintbi haft 
*' chofen a vagabond Life by difobeying and 
" irritating me contrary to thy Duty : For 
" that Misfortune, wWch fo highly difturbs 
*^ thee, has fallen more heavily on me ; be- 
" caufe the .Fad ; Was perpetrated by my felf. • 
*' Therefore as I doubt not that thou haft fufE- 
" ciently learnt. how much better *tis to be envi- 
*' ed than pitied, and how prejudicial to provoke 
** a Parent and a powerful Man, I give thee 
^' Leave to return Home." Such was the Ad* 
monition of Periander to his Son. But Lycopbron 
returned no other Ahfwer to his. Father, than 
that he had incurred the Penalty of his own EdiA 
by fpeaking to him. So that Periander perceiv-. 
ing the Obftinacy of his Son to be infuperabie 
and without Remedy, removed him out of his 
Sight, and fent him by Sea to Corcyra^ which 
was a Part of his Dominions. After the Depar-: 
turc of tycofhronj Periandef made War againft 

his( 
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his Father-m-Law Frocks^ as the principal Au- 
thor of thefe Troubles ; forced the City bf 
EpidauruSy and took Frocks Prifoner at the fame 
Time. At length growing old^ and perceiving 
he could no longer attend the Adminiftration 
of publick Affairs, he fent for Lycophron from 
Corcyra to take the Government upon him, be* 
caufe he fbund his eldeft Son ftupid and uncapa- 
ble ; but Lycopbron would not vouchfefe to give 
Audience to the Meflenger. Neverthelefs Peri^ 
ander ftill fond of the young Man, fent ano- 
ther Meflage to him by his own DaughtdSr, who 
was Sifter to Lycopbron ; thinking fhe might 
perfuade him to return. At her Arrival fhe 
fpoke to him in thefe Terms -, " Child, faid fhe, 
^' Hadft thou rather fee thy Father's Dominions 
*' fall into the Hands of others, and our Fa- 
*' mily utterly deftroy'd than return to Corinth 
** and take PofTeflion of all ? Come away from 
*' this Place, and ceafe to punifh thyfelf Obr 
*' flinacy is an inaufpicious Quality : Think not 
*' to cure one Evil by another. Many have 
*' preferred Equity before the Rigour of Ju- 
** ftice ; and many have loft their patfernal In- 
"*' heritance by purfuing a maternal Claim. A 
*' Tyranny is an uncertain PofTeffion, and cour- 
** ted by numerous Pretenders. Thy Father, 
^* is old^ tod infirm: Let nothing therefoffe 
'* prevail with thee to abtodon to others the 
** Advantages which belong to thyfelf" Thus 
ihe prefs'd him with thefe Emdrt^ions, as fhe 
had been inftriidled by her Father. Biit Lyco- 
phron refufing to comply, aftiir'd her he would 
iifever retiitn to Corinth fo long ^ he fhould 
lifear his Jhather wis living. With this Anfw^r 
Ike dep'ai^tedi ^d having itiTotm^i^ Periafider6i 
T 4 what 
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lyhat had pafs'd he fent a third Meflage by a He- 
rald to acquaint his Son, that he himfeff de- 
fign'd to retire to Corcyra -, and commanded 
}iim to return, in order to take immediate PofieA 
fion of the Government. To this Propofitipn 
Jjjcopbron contented \ and as Periander was pre- 
paring to remove to Corcyra^ and his Son to Cth 
rinthj the Cprcyraeans inform-d of the Defign, 
and unwilling to receive Periander mto their 
Country, kilPd the young Man : And this w^ 
the Caufe that mov'd Periander to revenge him- 
felf againft the Corcyraeans. 

The Laqedaemonia^is arriving with s^ great 
Fleet, befieg'd San^5\ and advancing towards 
the Wall, pafe'd by a Fort which was built upon 
the Shore^ear the Suburbs : But Poly crates at the 
Head of a confiderable Force falling upon their 
Army, compelPd them to retire. Soon after, a 
good Body of Samians, in Conjundion with 
iheir Auxiliary Forces fallied out from another 
Tower, which ftands on the Ridge of a HiU, 
^nd attacked the Lacedaemonian? -, but fled a^ay 
after a (hort Difpute, and were purfu*d with 
great Slaughter 2 And if all the Lacedaemonians 
who were in that Adion, had behaved themfelves 
as well as Archias and Lycopes^ Samos had been 
taken that Day. For thefe two Men alone of 
all thofe who purfu'd the Samians, entered the 
City at their Heels, and finding all Hopes of re- 
treating cut off, died valiantly fighting within 
the Walls. I reniihiber to have Teen one ArcbiaSy 
the Son of another of that Name, and Grandfon 
to this Jrchias^ in Pitane*^ for he was of that 
Tribe. This Perfon efteem*d the Samians gbove 
all other Strangers, and faid, that the Surnanie 
of Sajthian was given to his Father, becaufe he 



r H A L I A. 981 

was Son to that Archias who fell fo glorioufl; 
^t Samos \ and that he himfelf ftiould always pay 
a peculiar Refpedl to the Samians, becaufe they 
had honoured the Memory of his Grandfather 
with a magnificent Funeral at the Publick 
(Charge. The Lacedaemonians, after they had 
been forty Day^ before Samos^ and done little 
towards the Reduftion of that Place, rais'd th^ 
Siege, and retir'd to Peloponnefus 3, tho* a ground-- 
lefs Report has been raised, that folycrates hav- 
ing caused a great Number of Pieces made of 
guilded Lead to be coined, purchased their De- 
parture with that Money. This w^ the firft 
Expedition the Dorians undertook againft AJia^ 
under the Conduft of the Lacedaemonians : After 
'whofe Departure, thofe Samians who had 
brought this War upon Voly crates^ finding them-^ 
felves abandon*d, and their Treasures exhaufted, 
fet fail for Sipbnus. The Afl^s of the Siph- 
nians were then in a flourifhing Condition, and 
their Riches immenfe; the M^d fo abounding 
in Mines of Gold and Silver, that the Tenth of 
the Money they coined, tranfported to Delphi^ 
made up a Treaiure equal to the greateft : And, 
they never fail'd once every Year to divide the 
Riches they drew from their Mines. When 
the Siphnians had amafs'd thefe Treafures, they 
confulted the Oracle, to know if their Profperity 
fhould long continue, and received this Anfwer 
from the Pythian, 

When publick Stru£iures Jhmld be cloath^d in 
tVhite, 
A wife Man^s Care Jhould fence againft the Rage 
Of woqden Troops^ and Red Amba£adors. 

The 
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The Prytanean Court and VtsLZzsL of SipbnuSj 
were at that Time adom'd with white Parian 
Marble. Yet the Siphnians could not com- 
prehend the Intention of the Oracle, either be- 
fore, or upon the Landing of the Samians ; tho* 
immediately after their Arrival they fent an 
Embaffy to the Qty in one of their Ships, 
which according to the Samian Faftiion was 
coloured over with Red. And this was the thing 
meant by the Pythian, when (he forewarned the 
Siphnians to bewafe of a wooden Force and 
red Ambafladors. Thefe Samians being ad- 
mitted to an Audience, defir^d a Loan of ten 
Talents ^, but reteiving a Denial, returned to 
their Companions, and ravaged the Territories 
of Siphnus. Upon which the Siphnians draw- 
ing all their Forces together, fought a Battle, 
and were defeated by the Samians ; ivho took 
many Prifoners in the Purfuit, by cutting off 
their Retreat to the City •, and received one 
hundred Talents for their Ranfom. In the 
next Place, the Samians fail'd to Hermone^ and 
inftead of Money^ receiv'd die Ifland of 2^- 
tea^ fitiiate near Pelopomefus^ which they com- 
mitted to the Care of the Trcezeniahs : And af- 
terwards landing in Crete^ founded the City of 
Cydonia -, tho* they came not thither with that In- 
tention, but only to expd the Zacynthians 
out of the Ifland. Five Years they continued 
in this Settlement, attended with fuch Profperi- 
ty, that they built the Temple of DiSlyna^ and 
all other Temples ^hich remain to this Time 
in Cydonia. But in the fixth Year, they, to- 
gether with the Cretans, were entirely defeated 
in a Sea-battle, arid utterly fubdued by the -Sgi- 
netes j who took off the Prows of their Ships, 

and 
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and dedicated them in the Temple of Minerva. . 
The People of Mgina took this terrible Re- 
venge, in Requital for the War, which the 
Samians under the Condud of their King Am- 
pbicrates had made againft them, and which had 
reduc'd both fides to great Extremities. I have 
been more particular in relating the Affairs of 
the Samians, becaufc they have three things 
more confiderable than are feen in any other 
Parts among the Grecians. They have opened 
a Way thro* a Mountain, one hundred and fifty. 
Fathom high. The Length of this Paflage, 
which pierces the Hill from one fide to the 
oiher, contaihs full feven Stades ; and the 
Height and Breadtli, eight Foot each. A Ca- 
nal twenty Cubits deep, and three Foot broad,., 
runs quite along the fide of the Aperture, and. 
ferves to convey the Water of a plentiful Spring 
into the City, thro* various Pipes. Eupalinus 
of Megara, the Son of Nauftrophus^ was the 
Contriver and Diredor of this Work. The fe- 
cpnd thing worthy to be obferv'd is a Mole of. 
one hundred and twenty Foot in Height, em- 
bracing the Harbour, and advancing above two 
Stades into the Sea. The third, is a Temple, 
greater than all thofe 1 ever faw 5 and of which 
the principal Architeft was Rhcecus^ the Son of 
Phileus^ a Native of Samos. Thefe things have 
induc*d me to enlarge my Difcourfe concerning 
the Samians. 

Whh.st Camhyfes the Son of Cyrus continued 
delirious in AEgypty two of the Mages, who were 
Brothers, confpir'd againft him. One of thefe, 
whofe Name was Patizitbes^ had been hj Camby^ 
fes made Governpur of his Houfliold during his 
Abfence^ This ferfon being well informed of 

the 
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the Death of SmerdiSj which was kept private, 
and known to few of the Perfians, (who, for the 
mod Part thought him ftill alive,) undertook 
to invade the Throne in the following Mannner. 
He had a Brother, as I faid, for his Accom- 
plice ; in Shape and Mien perfectly refembling 
Smerdis the Son of CyruSj who had been mur- 
dered by Cambyfes ; and bearing the fame 
Name. This Man Patizitbes inftrufted in the 
Part he was to aft : And when he had placed 
him in the Throne fent Heralds to all Places, 
and particularly to the Army in Mgypt^ com- 
manding them for the future to acknowledge 
Smerdis the Son of Cyrus as King of Ferfia^ 
and no longer to obey Cambyfes. The Heralds 
every where performed their Office ; and he 
who was difpatch'd to ^gyptj finding Cambyfes 
with his Forces at Ecbatana in Syria^ placed 
himfelf in the Midft of the Army, and open- 
ly proclaimed the Orders of Patizitbes. Cam- 
byfesy who was prefent at the Proclamation, be- 
lieving the Words of the Herald to be true, 
and imagining Prexafpes had treacheroufly o- 
xnitted to execute the Order he gave him to 
kill Smerdis^ turn'd to him in Anger a,nd 
faid, " Prexafpesy Thou haft not obey'd my 
** Command/' To which Prexafpes anfwer'd, 
** Sir, The Words you have heard are falfe: 
** Your Brother Smerdis cannot rebel againft 
** you ; neither can you have any Difoute, 
" great or fmall, with him. I myfelf put 
" your Order in Execution, and buried him 
" with my own Hands. If indeed dead Men 
" can rife again, then we may expfeft another 
" Rebellion from Afiyages the Mede : But if the 
" Courfe of thmgs be not altered, you have np- 

;;. u thing 
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** thing to fear from your Brother. However 
" I am of Opinion we ought to purfue the 
*' Herald and examine ; who fent him to com- 
** mand us to obey King Smerdis^^ Camby- 
fes approving his Advice, commanded the Her- 
ald to be purfued ; and when he was brought 
back, Prexafpes^ faid to him ; " Man, Since 
*^ thou fay'ft thou art the Meflenger of Smerdis 
*' the Son of CyruSy fpeak the Truth, and thou 
" fhalt be difmifs'd with Impunity. Did'ft thou 
*' fee Smerdis^ and receive thefe Orders from his 
" Mouth ; or from any one of his Minifters ? 
*' Truly, anfwer'd the Herald, I have not ktti 
*' Smerdis the Son of Cyrus fince Cambyfes de- 
" parted for jEgypt : But the Mage, whom he 
*' appointed Governor of his Domeftick Affairs, 
*' gave me thefe Orders, and told me that Smer^ 
*' dis the Son of Cyrus commanded me to pub- 
*' lifh them here/' This was the plain Truth ; 
and fatisfied Cambyfes fo fully, that, turning to 
PrexafpeSy he faid, ** I am now convinced 
** that thou did*ft obey my Command like an 
" honeft Man ; and haft no Part in this Event: 
*' But what Perfian can this be, who has re- 
*' volted againft me, and afliim'd the Name of 
" Smerdis ? O King, repUed Prexafpes^ I think 
*' I underftand the Intrigue : The Confpira- 
*' tors are the two Mages, Patizithes Go- 
*' vernor of the Houfhold, and his Brother 
*' Smerdis y The mention of that Name deeply 
affefted Cambyfes^ and revived the Memory of 
his Dream; in which he had feen a Meffen- 
ger, who came to acquaint him, that Smerdis 
was plac'd tt\ the Royal Throne, and touched 
the Heavens with his Head. Refledting how 
unjuftly he had deftroy'd his Brother, he wept 5 

and 
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and after he had lamented him, and bitterly 
complained of his own Calamity, he mounted 
his Horfe, with a Refolution to return in all 
Diligence to SufZy and make War againft the 
Mage. But as he mounted his Horfe, his Sword 
fell out of the Scabbard, and wounded him on 
the Thigh, in that Part where he had former- 
ly ftruck tlie -ffilgyptian God Apis. Catnbyfe.5 
bemg thus wounded afk'd the Name of the City, 
and was informed that the Place was call'd Ecba- 
tana. He had formerly received an Oracle from 
Butus^ that he fhould end his Life in the City 
of Echatana ; and therefore imagined he fhould 
dye an old Man in the Place of that Name iji 
Media^ where all his Treafures were; but the 
Oracle meant no other than the Syrian Echata- 
na. Thus having heard the Name of the City ; 
tho* vex'd with the Injury of the Mage, and 
afflicfted with his Wound, he recovered his 
Underftanding ; and rightly mterpreting the 
Senfe of the Oracle, faid, " Fate has decreed 
*' that Cambyfes the Son of Cyrus fhall dye iji 
« this Place/* Thefe Words he faid at th^t 
Time; and about twenty Days after, having 
aflembled all the principal Men of the Perfian^; 
who were with him, he fpoke to them in thefe 
Terms. ** I am neceflitated to acquaint you 
" with a thing, which above all others J d^- 
" iir'd to conceal. When I was in Mgyp I 
*' faw a Vifion in a Dream, which I wifh I 
** had never feen, reprefenting a Meflenger ar- 
*' riv'd from Perjia with Tydings, that Smer-- 
** dis was feated on the Royal Throne, and 
*' touched the Heavens with his Head. Induc'd 
*' by this Dream I feaPd my Brother would.de- 
** prive me of the Kingdom, and afted with 

*' more 
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« more Precipitation than Prudence: For no' 
*' human Power is able to fruftrate the Decrees 
« of Fate. I foolifhiy fent Prexafpes to Sufa 
5' with Orders to kill Smerdis ; and have liv'd 
*' in the profoundeft Security fince the Execu- 
*' tion of that Crime ; nt)t at all fufpefting 
^' that any Mortal would rebel againft me, after 
" I had removed him out of the World. But I 
" find myfelf utterly miftaken ; I have mur- 
*' der'd my Brother in vain, and Mverthelefe am 
*' deprived of the Kingdom. For the God, who 
*' fent me that Vifion, meant no qther Perfon 
" than Smerdis the Mage, when he admonifh'd 
?' me that Smerdis would invade my Throne. 
*' Since then I have infcwm'd you that I am 
*' guilty of this Crime, you are not to imagine 
*' that Smerdis the Son of Cyrus is living ; but 
" that two Mages (I mean Patizithes and 
^' Smerdis) have taken Poffeflion of the King- 
*« dom : The firft of thefe I appointed Gover- 
*' nour of my Houfhold during my Abfence, 
*' and the other is Brother to him. Now be- 
*' caufe he, who of right fhould have reveng'd 
*' the Indignity I fuffer from the Mages, is pre- 
" vented by the Inhumanity of his neareft Re- 
** lation ; I think myfelf obliged in this Exi- 
** gency to let you know what I would have 
<* you do for me after my Death. In the firft 
•' Place I command, by the Gods of the Royal 
** Family adjure you all, efpecially thofe among 
•' you who are of the Achaemenian Blood, 
V never to permit the Government to return 
*' into the Hands of the Medes : And if at any 
^' Time they ftiould ufurp the fupreme Power 
*' by Artifice, to ufe the like Means to reco- 
^ ver it ; or if they ftiould acquire the Do- 
2 *' minioa 
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*' minion by Arms, then likewife to wreft it 
*' from them by Arms. On this Condition, 
** may the Earth farnifh you with iminterrupted 
•* Plenty •, may your Wives bring you many 
** Children j your Herds and Flocks increafe ; 
** and your Liberty remairt inviokble for ever. 
*' But if you negleft to preferve or recover 
** your Superiority ovei- the Medes, may the 
*' contrary Imprecations overtake you, and 
*' every one of the Perfians end his Life as un- 
« happily as I." When Cambyfes had finifh'd 
thefe Words, he again paflionately lamented 
the Death of Smerdis ; and all the Perfians fee- 
ing their King fo deeply afflifted, wept abun- 
dantly, and tore their Garments in Pieced. But 
in a little Time his Wound corrupting the Bone^ 
caus'd a Mortification in his Thigh, and put ah 
End to the Life of Cambyfes the Son of CyruSi 
after he had reigned feven Years and five Months; 
having never had any Children of eithef Sex. 
He was no fdoner dead, than the Perfians who 
had accompanied hitti, began to enter into a 
violent Sufpicion, that whatever he had faid 
concerning the Ufurpation of the Mages and the 
Death of his Brother, was fi<5litious, and con- 
trived by Cambyfes with Defign to render all the 
Perfians Enemies to Smerdis. This Incredulity 
eafily wrought them into a Perfuafion^ tha£ 
Smerdis the Son of Cyrus was really the Perfori 
who had taken Pofleffion of the Kingdom : And 
Prexafpes contributed not a little td this Delu- 
fioiii by denying utterly that he had kill'd Smer^ 
diSi* For indeed, after the Death of Cambyfes he 
could not fafely own, that he had murdered the 
Son of Cyrus with his own Hand, 

tiii 
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The Mage Smerdis^ by pretending to be the 
Soh of Cyrus^ reigned without Difturtence during 
the feven Months that remain'd to complcat thd 
eighth Year of Cambyfes ; in which Time he 
treated the People with fuch Beneficence, that 
all the Nations of y^J, the Perfians only ex- 
cepted, exprefs*d their Sorrow at his Death. 
For upon his Acceffion to the iThronej he dif- 
patch*d Orders thro* all Parts of hi^ Dominions, 
to proclaim a general Exeniption from Tri- 
bute and Military Services for the Space of 
three Years. But in the eighth Month he was 
difcover*d in this Manner. Otanes the Son of 
Pbarnafpes^ a Man equal to the greateft of the 
Perfians both in Fortune and Blooo, wa^ the firft 
who fufpeded him to be an Impoftor, and not 
the Son of Cyrus •, becaufe he never went 
out of the Cattle, nor admitted any of the prin- 
cipal Men of Perjia to his Prefence. In this 
Sufpicion he contriv'd the following Artifice, 
in order to difcover the Truth. His Daughter 
Pbadyma had been one of the Wives of Cam^ 
hyfes^ and was kept, as all the reft were, for 
the Ufe of Smerdis. To her therefore he fent 
a Meflage, to acquaint her,, that he defir*d to 
know, whether the Perfon fhe lay with, was 
Smerdis the Son of Cyrus^ or fome other Man : 
And receiving for Anfwer, that having ne- 
ver fecn Smerdis the Son of Cyrus^ ftie could 
not inform him with whom fhe lay ; he fent 
to her a fecond Time to defire, that fince ftie 
could not refolve his Doubt, (he would aik 
yitoffiij who he was that lay with both •, being 
fully perfuaded that fhe muft of Neceffity know 
her own Brother. But his Daughter let him 
know, that fhe ^as not permitted to fpeak to 
U Jtc/Jk 
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Atojfa^ or to fee any of the other Women ; be- 
caufe the King, whoever he was, had from the 
Beginning of his Reign difpers*d all his Wives 
into diftind and feparate Apartments. This 
Anfwer much increanng the Sufpidon of Ota- 
nes^ he fent a third Meflage to Ph^edyma in thefc 
Words. " Daugther, Being defcended of an 
•' illuftrious Family, you ought to undertake 
•* the moft hazardous Enterpnze, in Obedience 
*' to the Commands of your Father. If this 
•' Smerdis is not the Son of Cyrus^ but the 
•' Perfon I fufpedt him to be; he is fo far 
*' from being worthy to poffefs the Perlian King- 
" dom, or your Perfon, that he ought not to 
** efcape without exemplary Punifliment, Fol- 
** low therefore my Advice ; and when you lye 
** by him, and perceive him to fleep, carry- your 
" Hand to his Head, and if you find he has 
** Ears, be aflur'd he is the Son of Cyrus i 
** but if he has none, he can be no other than 
" Smerdis the Mage.'" To this Meflage Pi&-r- 
dyma anfwer*d, that the Danger was exceed- 
ing great", becaufe if the King had no Ears^ 
and ihould furprize her endeavouring to find 
out fuch a Truth, he would not foil to kill 
her : Neverthelefs fhe would make the Attempt, 
and take upon her to fatisfy the Doubt of net 
Father touching this Smerdis^ (whofe Ears had 
been formerly cut oflF, for a Reafon of Impor- 
tance, by Cyrus tht Son of Cambyfes,) In Purfu- 
ahce therefore of her Promife, Pbadyma the 
Daughter of Otanes^ carefully executed the Or- 
ders of hisr Father ; and going in her Turn to the 
king's Bed, as the Manner of the Pcrfian Wo-* 
men is, ftie no fooner perceived him to fleep pro- 
foundly, than flie eafily difgover^d by her Hand 
'- ' I' that 
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that the Man had no Ears; ahd early the hcxt 
Morning knt an Account to her Father of what 
fhe had done. Otants having received this Ih^r- 
rtiatbn, dOMlftunicated the Whole Affair to Go- 
brias ^xAAfpathinesy Perfiahs of the firft Rank, 
and of 0ttd6iU)ted Hofiour : Who, becaafe they 
had entereurfd the fanie Sufpicion before readi- 
ly aflented to the Judgment made by Dianes^ 
2fnd came xx^ an Agreement with Wm, that 
ewch of the ttew fhbuld nominate one of his 
inoft trufty Friends among the Perfiand, to be 
admitted to a Participation 6f their Counfels. 
I^urfuant t6 this Refolution, Otanes made Chbice 
of In^apbernes^ Gohryas of Megabyfus^ and Afpd- 
tbhtis of Hyidrneh In the mean Time T>arius 
the Son of Hyftafpes amving in Sufa from Per-^ 
fia^ where hi* Father was Governour, the fix 
Perfiane fefolv'd to admit hini into their Society. 
And now being feveh in Number, they met to- 
gether; and after mutual Afliirances of Fide- 
lity, ditei*d into a Debate touching the thing 
ih oaeftion. But when Darius came to fpeafc 
m his Turn ; he faid, " I thought no Man, ex- 
*' cept myfelf, had knbWn that the Kingdom 
*' is uforp'd by a Mage, and that Smerdis the 
** Son of Cyrus is dead : And therefore I caihe to 
*• this Place with a Refolutibn to kill the V- 
•* fiirper* But fince I find that you alfo art 
** iitfotttt'd of this Indignity, my Opinion i^ 
^ to difpatch the Enterprize with all Expedi- 
^* ^Gtti, becaufe Dekys in fuch a ComunAure arc 
** not fafe: Son of Hyfiafpes^ faid Otanes^ thou 
** art bom of a magninimous Father, and thy 
** Goun^e ^ tMC^t inferior to thy Birth ; yet for- 
*< bear to adb inconfideiiateiy, and attempt no* 
•« thiiig Withtettt due Caution: For I think wd 
\f % " ought 
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** ought iiot to undertake this Enterprize with- 
^* out augmenting our Number." Darius replkdf 
'* Believe me, fiends, if you follow the Ad- 
*^ vice of Otanes^ you will all inevitd>Iy perifli : 
^* For one or other will not fail to difcover the 
'^ G>nrpinicy to the Mage for private Advantage: 
'< And indeed you alone, who firft form'd the 
. ^^ Deii^, ought to have put it m Execution im- 
^^ mediately : But fince you have thought fit to 
^^ communicate your Intentiona to a greater 
'^ Number, and to me among others ; let us 
** make the Attempt this Day ; or be aflur'd, 
^' that if you let go the prefent Occafion, I 
^* will prevent any other fix>m accufing me, and 
*' accuie you all to the Mage.** O fanes perceiv- 
ing Darius (o preffinc ; ^^ Snce then, (aid he, 
^' we are necdfitated to precifutate our Enter- 
*' prize, and not permitted to defer the Execu- 
" tion, pray tell us in what Manner we ihall 
*' enter the Palace; which, as you know, or 
^^ at lead have heard, is defended by Guards 
" plac'd in all the Paflages ; and I defire to be 
** mform'd how we fhall force them.** Darius 
anfwer*d, " Some things, Otanes^ may be ex- 
** plain*d by Adion, that cannot be demon* 
•* ftrated in Words ; while other tlungs, which 
*• feem eafy in Difcourfe, produce np confi* 
•V.derable Effed in the Execution. No Man 
*\ here can imagine that we ihall find any great 
^\ Difficulty in pafiing the Guards ; becaufe 
«« our Quality is fuch, that every one dther 
•* from a Motive of Reverence or Dread will 
•• ppeTently give us Way. Befides, I am ftir- 
•* ni(h*d witn a Pretext which cannot fail to re- 
•* move all Obftrudions : For I will fay I come 
** dineftly from Perfia and bring a Mef&g^ 

.2 "to 
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* to the King from my Father. Falfhood 
' may take Place, when Truth ought not to 

* be fpoken, and when Men aim at the fame 

* thing by both. Some make ufe of an Un- 

* truth, in order to perfuade to advantageous 

* things; whilft others on the contrary fpeak 

* the Truth, that they may obtain the feme 

* End : And thus by different Ways we com- 

* pafs the fame Defigns. But if we fucceed not 

* there will be little Difference between Truth 

* and Falfhood. As for the Guards, they 
who willingly permit us to pafs, fhall be 
rewarded in due Time ; but whoever offers 
to refifl, muft be treated as an Enemy -, till 
we have forc*d our Paflage, and finifh'd our En- 
terprize.'* To this Gobryas added, " Friends, 
'twill be more glorious for us Perfians to re- 
cover the Sovereign Power, or dye in the 
Attempt, than to be fubjeft to a Mage of 
Media without Ears. Thofe among you, 
who attended Cambyfes during his Sicknefs, 
well remember the Imprecations he uttePd 
at the Point of Death againft the Perfians, if 
they fhould negleft to ufe their utmofl En- 
deavours to repoflefs themfelves of the King- 
dom 5 tho* his Difcourfe made little Impref- 
fion upon us at that Tune, becaufe we ima- 
gined he fpoke out of Hatred to his Bro- 
ther. Therefore I concur with the Opinion 
of Darius^ and think we ought not to fepa- 
rate under any Pretext -, but immediately up- 
on the breaking up of this Meeting go direftly 
to the Mage:" Which Propofal was unani- 

moufly appro v*d. 

Whilst they were concerting this Attempt, 

the Mages confulted together, and contriv'd to 

U 3 cngagf 
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engage Prexafpes in their Intcrefts ; as well be- 
caufe he had been ill us'd by Cambyfe^^ who (hot 
his Son dead witb an Arrow j a^ hecaufe he 
alone of all the Perfians knew certainly that 
Smerdis the Son of Cyrus was not living ; having 
difpatch*d him with his own ]Hand : And be- 
iides this, he had acquired a general JBfteem a- 
mong the Perfians. For thefe Reafons they fent 
to Prexafpes^ and having obtain'd a Promife 
of his Fnendfhip, they obliged him to give his 
Word confirmed by an Oath, that he would 
be filent, and ^ver difcover to any Man the 
Fraud they had put upon the P^rfi^ns ; ^dCux* 
ing him in G)nfideration of this Service, they 
would add Millions to his prefent Rich». 
When the Mages had perfuaded Prexafpes to 
promife the Performance of 'thefe things, they 
acquainted him farther, that having 4^ermin'd 
to aflemble all tlie Perfians under the Walls of 
the Palace they defir'd he would afcend a cer- 
tain Tower, and from thence puplickly px)- 
claim. That Smerdis the Son of Cyrus and no 
^ther Perfon was the King then reigning. 
This Command they laid upon him, becauTc 
they not only knew he was a Man of princi- 
pal Authority among the Perfians j but alio 
that he had frequently affirm'd with great A/Ie^ 
yeration, that Smerdis the Son of Cyrus was ftill 
living, and utterly denied that he liad kiU'd 
bim. The Mages having thus induc'd Prexafpes 
to take upon him this Oflke, and fumn^on'd th« 
Perfians together, commanded him to piount the 
Tower and from thence to harangife the Aflem- 
bly. But he, willing to forget the Wofds they 
had defir'd him to fp«ak, began his Difcovrfe vith 
the Genealogy of Cyrus ^ which he 4edyc'4 f^oxsx 

Acba- 
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Afh^etnenes^ m th^s m^ale Line; and afterwards. put 
them in mind of the great Benefits the Perfian 
Nation had received from that ICii>g. When he 
had finilh'd this Part, he confcfs'd the whole 
Truth ; and told them, that the Apprehenfion? 
he had of the Hazards he muft- inevitably rui^ 
by puhlifhing the Fraud, had fonftrain'd him to 
conceal it fo long ; but now feeing the Neceflity 
of dif^overing the Secret, he acknowlcdg'dj^ 
that he had been compell'd by Cambj^cs to uke 
away the Life of ^merdis the Son of Cyrus^ 
and that the pre£bnt Pofleflbr of. the Kingdom 
was no other than a Mage. Then fulminating 
piany Imprecations ag^inft the PerGans, if th^y 
fliould neglc6l to recover the Sovereignty and 

J)unifh the Mages, he precipitated himfelf head- 
ong from the Tower. Thus died Prexajpcs^ 
^ Man highly efteem*d during the Courte of 
his whole Life. 

In the mean Time the feven Per fians having 
determined tp execute their Defign againft the 
Mages without Delay, went to implore the Affift- 
ance of the Gods; and in theMidft of their Way 
|vere informed of all that Prexafpes had (aid and 
done ; which obUging them to retire ^d con^ 
together, Otanes earneftly exhorted them to defer 
the Enterprize, and not to attempt any thing iqt 
die prefent Diforder of Affairs : But Darius ftijl 
infifting ypon immediate Execution, and rgeft- 
ing all Propofitions of Delay, the Difpute grew 
^arm ; and as they were contending, feyen 
Hawks appeared purfuing two Vultures in the Air, 
pulling and tearing them to pieces : Which when 
the fevfen Pieffians (4>ferv'd, they accepted the 
Omen ; fell in with the Opinion of Dariiffy 3^04 
iparcji'd djireftjy to the Palace 5 where they no 
U 4 fooner 
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fooner arrived than they found his Conjedhire 
verified. For the Guards refpcfting their Dig- 
nity, and no way doubting fuch a Defign from 
Perfons of their Rank and Figure, permitted 
them to pais without afking any Queftion. But 
when they entered the Hall, the Eunuchs ^ho 
attended to receive Mefl^es began to enquire 
what Bufinefs they had there ; and threaten- 
ing the Guards for permitting them to pais, 
put themfelves into a Pofture of Refiftance, 
if they fliould attempt to proceed farther. 
Then the feven Perfians animating each other, 
drew their Swords ; killed all that oppos'd 
their Paflage, and in an Inftant penetrated to 
an inner Room where the two Mages were 
confulting about the late Adion of Prexafpes\ 
who, when they heard the Exclamations and 
Tumult of the Eunuchs, went together to 
the Door, and perceiving what was doing, 
refolv*d to have recourfe to Arms. To that 
End, one of them taking up a Bow, and the 
other a Javelin, they began to engage in the 
Combat: He who had the Bow, foon found 
that Weapon of no Ufe in fo clofe an Aftion 1 
but the other with his Javelin wounded AfpUr 
thines in the Thigh, and ftruck out the Eye of 
Intaphemes^ tho* the Wound was not mortal. 
Thus pne of the Mages wounded two of the 
Perfians ; whilft he who found his Bow ufelefe, 
ran to a Bed-Chamber adjoining to the Place 
where they fought, with Pefign to fliut the 
poor upon himfelf 5 but was fo clofely purfiied 
by Darius and Gobryas^ that they broke into the 
Chamber with him : And as Gobryas was ftrug- 
gling with the Mage, Darius flood ftill, doubt? 
pig how to dire<% lus Blow in the dark { Which 

Qobry^fi 
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Gobryds pcixeivmg, and alking why he held 
his Hand •, Darius anfwer*d, becaufe he fear*d 
he might hurt him ; ** Pufh, Pulh, faid Gobryas^ 
** tho* you ftrike thro* the Bodies of both." tjp- 
on this Darius refolv'd to put all to the venture, 
and by good Fortune kill'd the Mage. When 
the feven had difpatch*d the Mages, they cut 
off their Heads; and leaving the two Perfiaiis 
who were wounded, to fecure the Palace, be- 
caufe they could not be ferviceable elfewhere, 
Ihe other five carrying the Heads of the Mages, 
march*d out with great Tumult and Exclama- 
tion ; and calling to the Perfians, related what 
they had done ; mewing them the Heads ; and 
kilPd all the Mages they found in their Way, 
The Perfians were no fooner informed of what 
had pafs'd, and of the Deceit of the Mages, 
than they likewife refolving to aft in Confor- 
mity to the feven, kilPd every Mage they met ; 
and if Night coming on had not prevented, no 
one of that Order had been left alive. All 
the Perfians celebrate this Day with the greateft 
Solemnity, and call the Fefl:ival by the Name of 
Magcpbonia^ or ^e Slaughter of the Mages, On 
that TkLj no Mage may be k^n abrrad ; but 
every one of them is conftrain*d to ihut him- 
felf up in his own Houfe. 

Five Days after this Tumult, thofe who had 
been concerned in the Attempt againft the Mages, 
met to confult about the Government, and made 
the following Speeches; notwithftanding fome 
among the Grecians fondly imagine they are 
fiftitious, Otanes opening the Conference with 
an Exhortation to the reft that they would efta- 
blifti a Commonwealth in Perjia^ faid ; " My 
-#^ Qpinionis^ that we ought not to entruft the 

** fuprernc 
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** fupreme Power with any fingle Perfon among 
*• us; becaule a Monarchical Government is 
*• neither good nor fafe. You know to what 
•• Excefles Camhyfes was tranfported, and have 
*' fufficiently experienc'd the Infolence of a 
•* M^e. And indeed how can that Govean- 
** ment be well adminifter*d, where one Man 
** may do all Things with Impunity ; and in 
•* which even the beft are eafily tempted by 
** an exorbitant Power to abandon the Virtues 
*• they had acquired? A Man, made Iniblent 
** by Greatnefs, and naturally envious like other 
** Men, cannot but be compleatly vicious: 
*^ For Infolence, in Conjundion with Envy, 
** pufties Men on to many nefarious Adtions. 
** One. would think a Tyrant fhould not be 
*• envious, becaufe he poflefles fuch emii^t 
** Advantages above other Men ; but Exper 
•^ rience demonftrates the contrary. He envies 
•* the beft, and favours the worft Men of 
*^ the Nation : He hearkens to Calumny with 
^* Pleafure ; and his ConduA is fo irreg^ular^ 
** that if any one commend him modeftly, be 
** grows angry, and thinks he is not treated 
** with fufBcient Reverence: On the othi^ 
** Band, if he be highly admir'd, Ke is nq 
*^ fcfs offended, becaufe he fufpedte he is flatr 
*^ ter*d. In Things of greater Importance he 
*' i^ yet more intolerable. He overthrows 
*' the Orders and Cuftoms of the Country j 
*' violates the Chaftity of Women ; and murders 
** the Innocent unheard. But a popular Govemr 
'* ment defervedly bears the charming Name 
*' of Equality, and is never guilty of thofe 
** Ejgcefles that are the conftant Attendants of 
••' Monarchy. The Magiftrates are appointed 
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** by Eledlon ; every Ofiicer is ^WigM to give 
*' an Account of his Admipiilradon, and all 
*' RefoJutions are paf^d by common Confent. 
*' My Opinion therefore is, that we ought to 
*' rej^ift Monarchy, and eftablilh a popuhr Go- 
*' vernnient : For no valuable Quality can be 
*' wanting in ^ numerops Aflembly/* When 
Otanes had thus ddiver'd his Opinion, Megaby^ 
ms fpoj^e n^xt i and recomniending an * Oligar- 
chy to th^Chpicc, feid, *' I readily concur with 
" Otanes in the Advice he has given to abolifti 
** the Tyranny ; but to counfel us to confer the 
*' whole Power upon the Multitude, is, as I 
•* conceive, a wide Deviation from the r^ht 
" Way. For nothing can be imagined more 
•' foolifh and arrogant than the Vulgar j .wiii 
*' thoefore npthing can be more extravagant, 
*' th^a that we, who are endeavouring to avoid 
** the Infolence of a Tyjpant, fhould give our 
*' felve^up to ferve the Petulancy of a capricious 
*' Multitude. A Tyrant knows what he does; 
*' but the Populace is brutally ignorant: For 
*' how (bould they know any tlwng, who are 
*' bred under nq Difcipline ; and have no Idea of 
** Virtue, or even o/ common Order j prccijri- 
*' taring all their Aftions with a Fury refembiing 
** an impetuous 'XpvxQtiti Let thofe then who 
^* defire the R^in of the Perfians, promote the 
^' 'Eftablifhment pf ^ poppjar State : As for jne, 
*' I am of b^nipn that we ought tp place the 
" Sovereign Authority in afeleft Council of 
^* the beft M?n \ both becaufe we ourfelves 
^' ftjall ^>e of the^r Number, and becsauie in aH 
^' Appearance the beft Men will give the beft 
^* Advice/' Aftqr Megapyzus Jiad thus fpoken, 

Darius 
^ Le* Govern ment in the Hands of a Few. 



300 HERODOTUS, Booklll 

Darius decIaPd his Judgment an thcfe Terms. 
** The things which have been faid by Megafyfus 
•* againft a popular Government, feem to me ve- 
** ry juft and right -, but I cannot approve his 
** Opinion touching the excellency of an Oligar- 
** chy •, becaufe, I think, a Monarchy preferable 
** either to that, or to a popular State, fuppofing 
•* the Powers in each be perfedUy well admini- 
** fter'd. Certainly nothmg can be imagined 
** more excellent than the Government of a fin- 
** gle Perfon, if he be compleatly virtuous : For 
** mch a Man will govern the People without 
** departing from the Rules of Equity, and lock 
•* up the Secret of his Defigns from^the Know- 
** ledge of all Enemies. Whereas in an Oligar- 
** chy, whilft many are contending to furpafs 
** each other in advancing the publick Service, 
** private Enmities will frequently and unavoida- 
** bly arife : And every Man be willing to be 
** the principal Manager, and defirous to fee 
** his own Opinions prevail, Animofities of the 
** moft dangerous Confequence muft neceflarily 
*' enfue. rrom this Source Seditions arife ; 
** from Sedition Murder ; and from mutual 
** Murders things naturally tend to Monarchy : 
** Which is fufficient to prove this Kind of 
•' Government highly preferable to any other. 
*' On the other Hand, in a popular State, ill 
** Defigns will certainly be lometimes form'd 
" againft the Publick ; and when that happens, 
** they will not produce Enmity, but the 
*' ftrongeft Ties of mutual Friendfhip and 
•* Confidence ; for fuch Men always conceal 
" one another : *Till at laft fome Perfon of 
" great Authority with the Multitude, puts 
** himfelf at their Head, and ftops the Pro- 

" ceedings 
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** ceedings of the Conipirators : Which this 
*' admir*d Man has no fooner done, than he be- 
*' comes a real Monarch, and fhews by his Ex- 
*' ample the Excellency of monarchical Govern- 
*' ment. To finifh all in a Word 5 From what 
** Caufe, and by whofe Means were we made a 
** free Nation? Did we receive our Liberties 
•' from the People 5 from a few feleft Perfons 9 
** or from a Monarch? My Opinion therefore 
** is, that iioce we were delivered from Servi- 
*' tilde by a fingle Perfon, we would refolve to 
** confirm that JKind of Grovemment, and not 
*' to alter the Cuftom of our Country which has 
** been fo advantageous to us: For we fhould not 
" find our Account in the Change/* After thefe 
three Opinions had been proposed, four of the 
feven embraced that of Darius ; and Olapes^ 
who had endeavoured to introduce an equal Re- 
publick, finding his Sentiment over-rul'd by 
Number, concluded with thefe Words, " Since 
" you have difcover^d your fadtious Defign, 
" and have determined that one of us fhall be 
'^ King, either by the Chance of a Lot, or 
^' the Eleftion of the Perfian Multitude, or 
*' by fome other Way, I will not be your 
** Competitor, becaufe I refolve neither to go- 
•* vern nor be governed ; but quit all my Right, 
^^ on Condition that neither I nor any of my 
** Pofterity may be accounted Subjefts." When 
he had faid this, and the fix had confented to 
his Demand, Olanes retired without more dif- 
pute ; and his I^fcendants alone of all the Per- 
nans retain their Liberty to this Day ; being 
no farther fubjed to the King than they think 
convenient, and only oblig'd to conform to the 
'CuftocfUl and Manners of the Country. After 

his 
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his Departure, the other fix enter'd into a DeK- 
beratioii touching the moft equitable Marnier 
of conftituting a King 5 and in the firft Pkce 
reiblv'd, that if any one of their Number ob- 
tdn'd the Kingdom, Otanesy and his Poft«ity 
after him, fhouH every Year receive a Median 
Veft, accompanied with all other Prefents which 
are .accounted moft honourable among the Per- 
fians. Thefe Advantages they conf&r^d uporf 
him, becaufe he had been the Author of the 
Enterprize againft the Mage, and bfoHght them 
together into this AiTociation. In the next 
Place, they determined that the feven ftould 
have full Liberty to enter into all the Apart- 
ments of the Palace without being inmxluc'd ; 
untefs the K&ig fhould happen to be in Bed 
with one of his Women ; and that he fhould 
not be permitted to marry a Wife Out of any 
other Family, than of the Aftxuiied &ven. 
Then taking the future Eledtion into their Con- 
fideration, they all agreed, that fhey would 
mount on Horfebkck, and ride to the Suburbs 
the next Morning upon the Riiing of the 
Sun; and that he, whofe Horfe fhould bd 
heard to neigh firft, fhouki be declared King: 
In this Refolution the Af!fembly parted, and 
Darius was no fooner retumM Horiie^ thcftl ^1- 
ing for OekareSy who had the Charge of hk-HorfeS^ 
and was a Man of Ingenuity, he faid tb him, 
•* Oebaresy We have determined to diQ)0^ of 
** the Kmgdom in this Marnier : Hie, i^^hoft 
** Horfe fhall neigh firft after the Riftfig of the 
•* Sun, is to have the Sovereign Pol^. Now 
^ therefore, if thou haft any Iii'^t^tiiM^^ exjer- 
<* dfe thy Talent, that I may obt&in ihife Gk^ 
^ ry, wiu the Exclufion of aU other Fteffenk^ 

« Sir, 
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•* Sir, anfwer'd OebareSj if nothing elfe be 
♦' wanting to make you King, take Cour^ 
*' and be no Way difturb'd ; for I know a Secret 
** which will certainly prove efFeftual, and cx- 
^ elude all your Competitors. If thou haft fuch 
** a Secret, faid Darius^ *tis time to ufe it with* 
•' out Delay, for the Trial is to be made to 
*' Morrow.** Oebares having heard this, depar- 
ted; and when Night came, he led a Mare, 
which the Horfe of Darius lov*d, to the Suburbs, 
and tied her up : Then he brought his Mafter^s 
Horfe thither alio ; and after he had led him fe- 
veral Times roimd the Mare, and fufFer*d him to 
ftand in the feme Place, he at laft kt him cover 
her. The next McMtiing at Day-break the fix 
Perfians appearing on Horfeback purfuant to their 
Refolution, rode about the Suburbs -, and a^ 
they pafi^d by that Part where the Mare had 
been tied the preceding Night, the Horfe of 
Darius ran to the Place, and neigh*d ; which 
he had no foone^ done, than Flafhes of Lighten- 
ing were feen iffiung from a clear Sky, and fol- 
lowed by a clap of Thunder. This happened for- 
tuiatcly to Darius J as if Heaven had confented 
to his Advancement, and put an End to the Dif-. 
pute; all his Competitors difmounting from 
their Horfes, and adoring him as King. This 
Account is moft commonly given of the Artifice 
tisM by Oebares : But others fay (and the Perfiana 
relate the Story both Ways) that having rubb'd 
his Hknd upon the genital Part of the Mare, 
he kept it warm under his Garment; and that 
after the Rifing of the Sun, when the HorfeiSI 
were ready to fet forward, Oebares dr^w out 
his Hand, and ftrok'd the Noftrils of his Ma- 
tter's Horfe; who taking the Scent, began 

to 
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to fnort and neigh immediatdy after. Howr^ 
ever this be, Darius the Son of Hyfiafpes ttras 
declared King, and all the People of Afia ilib- 
mitted to his Government, except the AraUans, 
who tho* they had been conquered by Cyrus^ and 
afterwards by CambyfeSy were never reduced to 
the Condtion of Subjedls by the Perfians, but 
were accounted their Friends, and gave them a 
free Paflage into Mgyft ; which they could not 
have compafs*d without their Pfermiffion and Af- 
iiftance. The firft Perlian Wives of Darius 
were, the two Daughters of CyruSy AtoJJa and 
Artyftona. The former had been Wfe to her 
Brother CambyfeSj and alfo to the Mage ; but 
Artyftona was a Virgin. To thefe he added jP/^myj, 
the Daughter of Smerdis the Son of Cyrus ; to- 
gether with that Daughter of Otanes^ who de- 
tcfted the Mage: And having taken due Ore 
to eftablifh his Power, he oraer*d a Statue of 
Stone to be ereded, reprefenting a Man fit- 
ting on Horfeback, and bearing this Infcrip- 
tion, DARIUS THE SON OF HTSTASPES 
OBTAINED THE KINGDOM OF PERSIA 
BY THE VIGOUR OF HIS HORSE (here 
the Name of the Horfe was read) AND BY 
THE ART OF 0£5^i? £5 MASTER OF 
HIS STABLES. Having done this, he divided 
his Dominions mto twenty Provinces, or Satra- 
pies^ and conftituted a Governour in each Di- 
vifion. Then he appointed the Tribute, which 
every Nation fhould be obliged to pay into 
his Treafury j in fome Places uniting to thofe 
Nations the Inhabitants of the adjacent Re- 
gions ; but in other Parts omitting the contigu- 
ous Countries, and joyning together divers fe- 
paratcd Diftrifts under the fame Government. 

Whctv 
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When he had fettled the Provincial Tribute, he 
farther ordain*d, that all thofe who brought their 
portion in Silver, fhould make their Payments 
by the Babybnian Talent, which is equal to 
fcventy Euboean Mines \ and thofe who paid 
in Gold, fhould bring in their Part by the 
Standard of the Eubo^ Talent. During the 
Reign of Cyrus no Tributes were impost, nor 
even afterwards under Cambyfes\ but the Peo- 
ple made voluntary Prefents to the King : And 
therefore from the Eftablifhment of thefe Tax- 
es, and other things of like Nature, the Per- 
fians fay Darius was a mere Trader, Camby* 
fes a Mafter, and Cyrus a Father to die Coun- 
try. ¥ or Darius made Profit of every thing; 
Cambyfes was Morofe and Haughty ; but Cy- 
rus was Mild, and always contriving to render 
the People happy. The lonians, and Afiatick 
Magnefians, with the iEolians, Carians, Ly* 
dans, Melyans, and Pamphylians, were ap- 
pointed to pay a Tribute of four hundred Ta- 
lents in Silver, and composed the firft Satra- 
py. The Myfians, Lydians, Alyfonians, Ca- 
balians, and Hygenians, were the fecond, and 
paid five hundred Talents of Silver. The Coun- 
tries that lye on the right Hand of thofe who 
fail thro' the Hellefponty together with the Phry- 
gians, Afiatick Thracians, Paphlagonians, Ma- 
riandenians and Syrians, paid three hundred and 
fixty Talents, and made up the third Govern- 
ment. The Cilicians were the fourth ; and fur- 
mik^d Darius with three hundred and fixty white 
Horfes ; that is, one for every Day of the Year ; 
befides five hundred Talents in Silver ; a hun- 
dred and forty of which were confum'd in that 
Part of Cilicia^ where thofe Horfes were kept, 

X and 
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and the remaining three hundred and fixty were 
pdd into the Treafury. The fifth comprehended 
all the Countries that lie extended from the City 
of Pojideum^ built in the Mountains of Cilicia and 
Syria by Ampbilochus the Son of Amphiaraus, 
down to jEgypt^ excepting only the Arabian Ter- 
ritories, which are free from any Tribute : This 
Portion, containing all Phceniciaj the Pal^Jiine 
Syria^ and Cyprus^ was tax'd at three hundred 
and fifty Talents. yEgyptj and thofe Parts of 
Lylfia which border upon AS,gypt^ together 
with Cyrene and Barca^ made up the fixth Go- 
vernment, and contributed feven hundred Ta- 
lents, befides the Revenue arifing from the 
Fifhery of the Lake Myris ; and a fufficient 
Quantity of Corn for one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Perfians and their Auxiliaries, who 
had their Station within the white Wall of 
Memphis. The feventh Satrapy confiding of 
the Sattagydians, Gandarians, Dadicians and 
Apparites, paid one hundred and feventy Ta- 
Imts. Sufa and the reft of the CiflSlans were 
the eighth, and contributed three hundred. A 
thoufand Talents of Silver, and five hundred 
young Eunuchs, were fumifii'd yearly by the 
City of Baby Ion J and other Parts ox AJfyria : This 
was the ninth Divifion. Echatana and the reft of 
Media J with the Paricanians and Orthocoryban- 
tes, were the tenth, and paid a Tribute of four 
hundred and fifty Talents. The Cafpians, Pau- 
fics, Pantimatians, and Darites, contributed two 
hundred Talents, and composed the eleventh 
Satrapy. The twelfth, which extended from the 
Baftrians to the iEglans, brought in three hun- 
dred and fixty Talents. The City of Pailya with 
the Armenians, and other neighbouring Parts 

down 
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down to the Euxine Sea^ made the thirteenth Go- 
vernment, and was order'd to pay four hundred 
Talents. The fourteenth confided of the Sagar- 
tians, Sarangaeans, Thamanaeans, Utians, Me- 
dians, and thofe who inhabit the Iflands of the 
Red Sea^ where banifh'd Perfons were confined 
by the King % all thefe together were obliged to 
bring in fix hundred Talents. The fifteenth^ 
comprehending the Saces and Cafpians, paid 
two hundred and fifty. The Parthians, Cho- 
rafmians, Sogdians, and Arians, were the fix- 
teenth Government, and furnifli'd 'three hun- 
dred Talents. Four hundred were required from 
the Paricanians, and Afiatick Ethiopians, who 
made the feventeenth Divifion. The eigh- 
teenth confifting of the Mantienians, Safperi- 
ans, and Alarodians, brought in two hundred 
Talents. The Mofchians, Tibarenians, Macro- 
nians, Mofinaecians, and Mardians, were enjoyn- 
ed to pay three hundred Talents, and composed 
the nineteenth Satrapy. The Indians were the 
twentieth ; and as they are more numerous 
than any other People we know, the Tri- 
bute charg'd upon them was proportionably 
great t For they were obliged to bring in yearly 
three hundred and fixty Talents of Gold. Now, 
if the Babylonian Talent be reduced to the Foot 
of the Euboean, we fhall fihd in this Account 
nine thoufand five hundred and forty Talents : 
And if we efteem the Gold to be worth thirteen 
Times its Weight in Silver, the Sum will a- 
mount to four thoufand fix hundred and eighty 
Euboean Talents. All this computed together, 
(hews that Darius received the yearly Tribute 
of fourteen thoufand five hundred and fixty 
Talents of the Euboean Value j befides other 
X 2 Sums 
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Sums of lefs Confequence : Which I forbear to 
mention. Thefe Revenues were paid to Darius 
by the Inhabitants of J/ia^ and a fmall Part of 
Lil^ya : But in fucceeding Times another Tri* 
bute was laid upon the Iflands, and divers Parts 
of Europe as far as Thejfaly. The King pre- 
ferves his Treafures in this Manner : He caufes 
the Metals to be melted down, and pour'd into 
earthen Pots : Which done the Veffels are bro- 
ken, and when Occafion requires, fo much is 
cut off as feems neceflkry. Thus the feveral 
Governments and Tributes were eftablifti'd. 

Among the tributary Countries I have not 
mentioned Perfia\ becaufe the Lands of the 
Perfians are free from all Taxes. But the R- 
thiopians, who border upon Mgypt^ and were 
conquered by Cambyfes in his Expedition againft 
the Macrobians ; together with thofe who in- 
habit the facred City of Nyjfa^ and celebrate the 
Feftival of Bacchus \ are not cnjoyn'd to pay 
Tribute, but fend a yearly Prefent to the King. 
Thefe Ethiopians and the adjoyning People, 
who live in fubterraneous Dwellings, and ufe the 
fame Grain with the Calantian Indians, make a 
Prefent every third Year of two Chcenix*s of 
unrefin'd Gold ; two hundred Bundles of Ebo- 
ny ; five -Slthiopian Children ; and twenty Ele- 
phants Teeth of the largeft Size: Which Cu- 
ftom they continue to this Day. The Colchians 
were alfo numbered among thofe who gave Pre- 
fents ; with the Nations that lye between their 
Country and Mount Caucafus: For fo far the 
Dominions of Perjia extend. But the People 
who inhabit the North fide of that Mountain, 
yield no Obedience to the Perfian Power. The 
Prefent fent by the Colchians, confifting of one 

hundred 
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hundred Boys and the fame Number of Virgins, 
was delivered every fifth Year. Thefe Gifts and 
a thoufand Talents of Frankincenfe prefented 
yearly by the Arabians, were brought in to the 
King, over and above the ordinary Tribute. 

I SHALL now explain in what Manner the 
Indians colled that great Quantity of Gold, 
which ferves to pay the Tribute impos'd up- 
on them by the King. That Part of India 
which faces the Rifing Sun is cover'd with 
Sand ; and of all the People who inhabit AJia^ 
and are known to us by certain Information, 
the Indians are plac'd in the moft eaftwardlji 
Situation. The Country which moft advan- 
ces towards the Eaft, is rendred defart by the 
Sands. The Indians confift of many Nations, 
and fpeak different Languages; fome apply 
themfelves to the keeping of Cattle, and others 
not. Some inhabit the Morafles of the Ri- 
ver, and feed upon raw Fiih, which they take 
in Boats composed of Reeds parted at the 
Joint. Thefe Indians wear Garments made of 
Rufhcs, which they cut in the River ; and in-- 
terlacing together, form into the Shape of a 
Cuirafs. Eaftward of this People lye the Pa- 
daeans, who. k^ep Cattle, eat raw Flefh, and are 
reported to u(e the following Cuftoms. When 
any one of the Community is fick, his beft 
Friends difpatch hmi prefently ; becaufe, fay 
they, he is in a wafting Condition, and the 
Difeafe will corrupt his Body : If he deny he 
is fick, they have no Regard to his Words i 
but kill him and feaft upon hisFlefti: And if 
a Wgman be in the fame Condition, ftie is treated 
in the fam^ Manner by other Women. They 
kill thofe who happen to live 'till thpy are 
X 3 Old, 
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Old, and eat their Flefh with Rdoycing ; 
but few among them attain to long Life, be-, 
caufe they fpare none that fall into any Di- 
ftemper. On the other Hand feme Indians 
obferve a quite contrary Cuftom. For they 
neither kill any Animal, nor fow any Se^d, 
nor build Houfes ; biit content themfelves witK 
what the Earth freely afFbrdis. The Coufitr/ 
naturally produces a fort of Grain eqtta) to Mil- 
let in Bignefe, and covef'd with ^ kirid of 
Hufk : which being gathered, and boilM to- 
gether with the Skin, lerves for Food. Whett 
ffiy one among them is fick, Yit rttifdi iAtd 
the Defart ; where no Care is taken df hirti/ 
whether he live or dye. AU thefc Ihdiihs 1 
have mentioned refemble the ^thiopiaris nt 
Complexion, and perform the Aft of Gfcner^ 
tion in Publick, fike other Animate. The Sfeed 
they emit is not white, as that of othef Mte, 
but of equal Blacknefs with their Skin ^ iCnd 
f«ch alfo is the Seed of the JEthiopian^. ^h\§ 
fart of India is fituate to the Southward, tttj 
remote from the Perfians, and by that MeSan^ 
was not fubjeft to Darius. Other Indian^ in- 
habiting towards the North, and confining \xp- 
on the Territories of Cafpatyrus and PaSya^ 
refemble the Badiri^ins in Manners, and afe thd 
iftoft valiant People of all India. Theft are 
they, who are appointed to colleft Gold uporl 
the uninhabited Sands of their Country. Irt 
this Defart are found Pifmires, tefs indeed thart 
Bogs, yet of a larger Size than Foxes. Som6 
of them are kept iii the Palace of the Perfiari 
King, which were taken in this Place. Theft 
Pifmires are ih Shape exaftly fikfe ' thoft of 
Greea-y an4 burrow tiiertiftlve^ «ider Grouiidi 

by 



THALIA 311 

by carrying out the Sand (which is intermixed 
with Gold) after the fame Manner as^ with us. 
To this Defert the Indians fend to fetch Gold, 
every Man emplby'd in that Work tying three 
Camel* together ; a Male on each fide, and a 
Female in the Middle, which he mounts himr 
^If, and always takes Care fhe be one that 
.hn$ nfeVly foal'd. Thefe CaMnels are no fefs 
fwift than Horfes, and much morfe able to carry 
Burdenii Theit Form I fKed not defcribe to 
the Grecians 3 and therefore ihall only obferve^ 
that a Camel Has four Thighs and four Knees 
on his hinder Parts, and the genital Member 
turning towards his Tail y iyhich things ard 
not cibrtimonly known. When the Indians 
have prepared and harnefs'd their Camels in th^ 
Manner aboveiliention'd they fet forwards to- 
wards the Defert ; having before calculat«i the 
Time fo as to arrive there during the moft 
fcorehing Heat of the Day 5 bccaiife the Pif- 
mires are then all under Grcwnd. In this Climate 
the Siin is not, as in other Regions, hottefl at 
Noon ) but , in tte Morning : During whichy 
even to the Hour when Men tifially r^re from 
our pubfick !Pkce9, the Heat is more fcorch^ 
ing than at Noon in Greta % and for this Rca- 
&n, as is commonly reported, thefe Indians are 
ftccuftom'd at that Time to bathe in cold Wa- 
t6r. At Noon the Heat is little different from 
that which is felt in other Countries ; but fbon 
after becomes as nwderate as the Mortiing elfe- 
where-, gradually diminifhing as the Sun de- 
clines^ and upon the Setting changes iiltij ex- 
ceflive Ccrtd. 

. The Indians arriving in this Place, fill their 

Sadcs with the Sand and return with all poffible 
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Expedition. For the Pifmires,as thcPerfians fay, 
immediately taking the Scent puriuc them with 
fuch unparallePd Swiftnefs, that none of the 
Indians could efcape, if they did not ufe the ut- 
moft Diligence before thefe Creatures can get 
together. For this Caufe they untye the Male 
Camels, left they fhould not be equally matched, 
and fo hinder each other in their Courfe: 
Whilft the Females, which are more fwift 
than the Males, and animated by the Remem- 
brance of their Young, fpare no Efforts to re- 
turn with all poffible Speed. In this Manner 
the Indians colled the greateft part of their 
Gold, as the Perfians fay : For that which they 
dig out of the Mines is not Co confiderable. 
Thus the remoteft Part of the inhabited World 
poflefles fome of the moft noble things; as 
Greece is more happily blefs'd with an agreeable 
Temper of Air and Seafons. For in thefe Re- 
gions, which, as I faid before, lye fartheft to 
the Eiaftward, and are calPd India^ all Animals, 
both Quadrupeds and Birds, are bigger than in 
other Places ; except only Horfes, which arc 
not fo large as the Myfaean Horfes of Media. 
There is likewife Abundance of Gold, either dug 
out of the Mines, or brought down by the Ri* 
vers, or robb'd from the Pifmires in the Man- 
ner I have related ; befides a certain Tree, grow- 
ing wild and inftead of Fruit bearing a Wool, 
which excels that of Sheep both in Colour 
and Goodnefs, and is ufed by the Indians for 
Cloathing. 

ARABIA is the laft inhabited Country ly- 
ing to the Southward; and the only Region* 
which produces Frankincenfe, Myrrh, Caflia, 
Cinnamon, and L^danum. All thefe tlungs the 
I Arabi- 
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Arabians gather with great Facility, Myrrh only 
excepted. For tho* the Trees which produce 
Frankincenfe are guarded by great Numbers of 
flying Serpents, fmall of Body, fpotted with va- 
rious Colours, and of the feme kind with thofe 
that attempt to invade jEgyft ; yet the Arabians 
by burning Styriax underneath, a Gum common- 
ly tranfported into Greece by the Phoenicians, 
drive them away with the Smoak, and then ga- 
ther the Frankincenfe from the Trees. Thefe 
Serpents, the Arabians fay, would fill all the 
Country, if they were not fubjeft to the fame 
Effe6t which is expericnc'd in Vipers : And 
we may rationally conjedure, that the Wif- 
dom of divine Providence has made all thofe 
Creatures, which are naturally fearful, and 
ferve for Food, to be very prolific, left the 
Species fhould be deftroy'd by conftant Con- 
fumption : And on the contrary, fuch as are 
rapacious and cruel, to be almoft barren. Hencei 
the Hare, which is hunted by Beafts, Birds, 
and Men, is a great Breeder, and the only Ani- 
mal that conceives to Superfoetation -, carrying 
young ones in her Belly, of which fome are 
forming in the Womb, others naked, and o- 
thers ready for Birth at the fame Time : Where- 
as a Lyonefs, which is the ftrongeft and fierceft 
of Beafts, brings no more than one Lyoh during 
her Life ; becaufe ftie ejefts her Matrix with 
her Whelp : For he is no fooner capable of Mo- 
tion, but with his Claws, ftiarper than thofe 
of any other Beaft, he begins to tear the Part 
where he lies ; till increafing in Strength, he at 
laft rends it in pieces, and leaves nothing found 
behind him at his Eruption. If Vipers and the 
winged Serpents of Arabia fhould multiply with- 
out 
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out Impediment, Men could not poffibly live, 
But when they couple together, and the Male 
emits his Seed, the Female ieizes him by the 
Neck, and prefles fo hafd with her Teeth, that 
(he never lets him go, 'till ihe has torn out the 
Piece. In this Manner the Male dyes; and 
the Female efcapes not long with Impunity: 
For when her young Ones are intirely form'd, 
they open a Way for th^mfelves with their 
Teeth thro* her Bowels^ and thus revenge the 
Death of their Fathet: Whilft other Serpents 
which tre not huftful to Men^ lay their Eggs, 
tod produce great Abundance of their own 
Kind. As fof Vipers, they are found in all Parts 
of the World ) but flying Serpents are no where 
feen, it kaft in any confiderable Number, except 
in Arabia. 

Having related the Manner of gathering 
Frankincenfe, I fliall now give fome Account of 
the Way they take to furniih themfelves with 
Offia, which is this : They covet all the Body and 
l^ace, except the Eyes< with Hides and Skins, and 

?o down to the Lake where the Caflia grows, 
'his Lake is not deep ; but infefted with great 
Numbers of winged Beafts, in Form refcm- 
Wing t Bat \ making hideous Gries, and a(&ulting 
boldly. From thefe the Ariibians take Care to 
defend their Eyes^ and in the mean Time cut 
the CaflTia. But the Manner of getting Cinna- 
mon is yet more admirable. They can neither 
tell how, nor in What Region this Aromatick is 
produced i aiid the beft they can fay is only 
founded upon ConJeAure : Some pretending that 
it grows in thofe Countries where Bacchus re- 
ceived his Education ; ajnd frrtm thenc^, fay 
they, tertain jgreat Birds bring thofe Sticks 

(which 
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>(whieh we ftotti tht Phtenickns Call Ginna- 
mbn) to build their Nefts, with a Mixtirfe of 
Dirt, in mcWntaiftoirs ClifFs iiiaccefllble to Men : 
The Arabians, to furmount this Difficulty, have 
mvented the following Artifice, They cut Oxen, 
Aifes, ahd other large Cattle into great Pieces^ 
stnd when they have carried and laid them down 
*s neftr dd is poffible to the Nefts ; they retire to 
kttit Diflattce froirt the Place. In the mean Time 
the Birds defcend to the Flefh, and carry up the 
Pieces to their Nefts ; which not being ftrong 
enough to fupport fuch i. Weight, fall down 
immediately to the Groimd. The Arabians ap- 
fH-bachihg, gather tip the Sticks -, and by this 
Means, they atid other Nations are furniftiM 
with Cirinartlon. But the gathering of Leda- 
num, which the Arabians call Ladanum, is far 
mdre wonderful. For tho* this Drug be found 
flicking to the Beard of the He-Goat, like the 
Mouldinefs of putrified Wood, and come from 
fuch a ftinking Pl^e, yet it is cf a moft fnl- 
grant Scent 5 entriiig intd the Compofition of 
i Various Ointrtierits, and is more generally burnt 
by the Arabian^ than any other Perfume. But 
I have faid enough of thefe Odours. For tht 
reft, the Air of Arabia is divinely fweet 1 
and the Country produces two forts of Sheep^ 
which are very ftrange, and no where elfe feen : 
The firft Kind has a Tail at leaft three Cubits 
long, which \^ould certainly ulcerate, if they 
were fufFer'd to draw it after them upon the 
Ground. 6ut every Shepherd learning as much 
of the Wheelwright's Art as ferves his Purpofe, 
makes little Cart^ ; upon which he places the 
Tails of the Sheep, and faftens them. The 
other fort had a Tail ef a full Cubit in Breadth. 

South- 



31-6 HERO DO TUS. Book III. 

South- Weft of this Country, lye the Regions 
of jEthiopia^ which are the utmoft Limits of 
tlie inhabited World ; abounding in Gold, Ebo^ 
ny, and Elephants of a prodigious Size. The 
Trees grow wild and uncultivated ; and the In- 
habitants are tall, beautiful, and of long Life. 
Thefe are the Extremities of Jjta and Liiya j 
but I have nothing certain to relate concerning 
the weftern Bounds of Europe: Neither can I 
aflent to thofe who tell us of a River, by the 
Barbarians call'd Eridanus^ which, they iay,^ 
furnifhes Amber, and runs Northward into the 
Sea. I know as little of the Iflands calPd C#- 
ferideSj from the Tin which is thence import- 
ed among us. Indeed the very Name of JEri- 
danuSj which is Greek, and not Barbarous, dif- 
covers it to be the Fiftion of fome Poet. And 
tho* I have diligently inquired -, yet I have nc^ 
ver feen any Man, who, by his own Experience 
could inform me concerning the Nature of that 
Sea, which bounds the Extremities of Europe, 
However 'tis certain that Amber and Tin come 
from the remoteft Parts : And great Abundance 
of Gold is found in the Northern Regipns; 
but in what Manner I am not able to relate with 
Certainty, tho* *tis faid that the Arimafpians, 
a People who have only one Eye, fteal it from the 
Griffins. But I cannot believe that Men are 
born with one Eye, ahd yet refemble the reft 
of Mankind in ail other things. In a Word, 
thefe extreme Parts feem to contain another Re- 
gion, abundantly provided with whatever we 
account rare and excellent. 

There is a Plain in J/ia encompafs*d on 
every fide with a Ridge of Hills, opening into 
five fevcral Paffages. This Country was forr 

merly 
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nlerly in the Pofleflion of the Chorafmians, in- 
habiting the Mountains ; and of the Hyrcanians, 
Parthians, Sarangaeans, and Thomanians ; but 
iince the Eftablifhment of the Perfian Power, 
belongs to the King. A great River, known 
by the Name of Aces^ flows from thefe Hills, 
and in Times pafl: watered the Territories of the 
Nations before mentioned. But thefe People 
have fuflFer*d much fince they were reduc*d un- 
der the Dominion of the Perfians. For the King 
caus*d the Apertures to be fo eflFedually flopped, 
that the River finding no Paflage out, was 
inclosed within the Hills as in a Bafon : And 
the People, who before had been fupplied with 
thofe Waters, being deprived of a thing fo ne- 
ceflary, were reduced to great Extremities. 
For tho*, as other Countries, they have Rain 
in Winter; yet in Summer, when they fow 
Panicum and Sefamus, they ftand in need of 
a farther Supply of Water ; and therefore find- 
ing themfelves totally excluded firom the Be- 
nefit of the River, they went with their 
Wives to the King's Palace, howling, and 
making loud Exclamations before the Gates. 
Upon which the King gave Order that the 
Paflages fhould be open*d towards thofe Lands 
that were in the moft prefling Want, and fhut 
up again when they were fufficiently watered ; 
and afterwards to do the like to the refl, in fuch 
Order as fhould be found neceflary. But this, 
as I am well inform'd, was only a Contrivance 
to extort great Sums of Money befides the ufual 
Tribute. 

INTAPHERNESy one of the feven who had 
confpir'd againfl the Mage, was fiez'd and put 
to Death by the King, on the fpllowing Occa- 

fion. 
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fion. Soon after that Enterprize, he went to 
the Palace, in order to confer with Darius ; pur- 
fuant to the Agreement beforemention'd, by 
which Provifion was made, that all the Accom- 
plices might freely go into the King at any Time, 
except when he fhould happen to be in Bed with 
one of his Wives. Intaphernes therefore, in Con- 
fidence of this Privilege, attempting to enter 
the Royal Apartment without an Introducer, 
was ftopp'd by the Door-keeper and Meflenger, 
under Cblour that the King was then accompa- 
nied by one of his Women. But Intaphernes uif- 
pefting they lyed, drew his Scymiter, and after 
he had cut oft the Ears and Nofes of both thofc 
Officers, he faften*d a Bridle to the Head of each, 
and fo left them. In this Q)ndition they went 
in, and fhewing themfelves to the King, acquain- 
ted him with the Caufe of the ill Ufage they had 
received. Upon which Darius fearing the fix 
might have concerted this Attempt together, 
fent for them, one after the other, and dk'd if 
they approved the Adion. But finding by their 
Anfwers that Intaphernes was fingly guilty, he 
caused him to be fiez*d with his Children and 
Family, having many Reafons to fufpedl that 
he and his Relations might raife a Rebellion. 
Whilfl they were under Confinement, and 
bound, in order to Execution, the Wife of 
Intaphernes went to the Gates of the Palace, 
weeping and lamenting loudly ; which fhe con- 
tinued 10 afTiduoufly, that at lafl Darius mov*d 
with Compaflion, fent 2l Meflenger to fpeak 
to her in thefe Terms, " Woman, The King 
*< gives you the Life of any one among yoiur 
** Relations, who are Prifoners, and leaves you 
♦« the Choice of the Perfoa" ** Since the King, 

« faid 
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** faki flic, after fome Deliberation, will grant 
** me no more than one, I chule my Bro- 
** ther/' Darius^ when he heard her Anfwer, 
wondring at her Choice, difpatch'd another 
Meflenger to aflc her in his Name, " Why ftie 
*' had fhewn fo little Regard to h^* Hufhand 
'' and Children, and rather chofen to iave the 
*' Life of her Brother, who was not fo near re- 
^* lated to her as her Children, nor could be (b 
** dear to her as her Hufband.** She anfwePd, 
** That by the Permiflion of God fhe might 
** have another Hufband and other Children, 
** if fhe fhould be deprived of thofe (he hadj 
** but could never have another Brother, be- 
** caufe her Father and Mother were already 
*' dead." The King was fo well pleased with 
this Anfwer, that he not only pardoned her 
Brother, but gave her likewiie the Life of 
her eldeft Son, and put all the reft to Deatk. 
Thus Darius caus'd one of the feven to be ex- 
ecuted in the Beginning of his Reign. 

OROETES a Perfian, who had been conffi- 
tuted Govemour of Sardis by Cyrus^ under- 
took a deteftable Enterprize about the Time 
of Cambyfes^s Sicknefs. For he form*d a De- 
lign againft the Life of Polycrates the Samian, 
tho* he had never feen him, .nor ever re- 
ceived any Injury from him by Word or Deed. 
But the moft current Report is, that the Caufe 
was this. As he was one Day fitting at the 
Cates of the Palace with another Perfian, 
whofe Name was Mitrobates^ at that Time 
Governour of Dafcyliumj they fell from ordi-^ 
nary Difcourfe into a moft violent Conteftation 
concerning Valour ; in which Mi t rebates up- 
braided Orestes in thefe Terms. ^ Art thou then^ 
I " ikid 
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*' faid he, to be accounted a Man of any Efteenif 
•* who haft not yet reduced the lilahd of Samos 
** to the King's Obedience ; which lies near 
*' thy Government, and is fo eafy a Conqueft, 
•* that the prefent Pofleflbr made himfelf Ma- 
•* fter of all, and fiez'd the Sovereign Power, 
«' with the Afliftance only of fifteen Men?" 
This Reproach, they fay, left a deep Impreffion 
on the Mind of Orates^ and made him take a 
Refolution to revenge himfelf; not upon Mi- 
trohates who had done him the Injury, but a- 
gainft Polycrates^ as the Caufe of the Affront he 
had received. Others pretend, tho* not with 
io good Authority, that a Meflenger difpatch*d 
by Orestes to Polycrates^ to demand fomething^ 
which is not mentioned, found him repofing 
in an inner Chamber, with Anacreon of TCeos fit- 
ting by his Couch ; and either knowing and de- 
liberately, or elfe by Accident, when the Herald 
delivered his Meflage, Polycrates continued all the 
Time with his Face towards the Wall, and never 
turn*d about, nor condefcended to make him any 
Anfwer. Both thefe Reafons are alledg'd. to have 
been the Caufe of the Cataflrophe of Polycra-- 
Us ; and I leave every Man to determine for him- 
felf. However, Orestes^ who refided in the 
City of Magnefta upon the River Maunder ^ be- 
ing acquainted with the Intentions of Polycrates^ 
fent a Meflage by Myrfus the Son of Gyges the 
Lydian to Samos. For Polycrates was not only 
the firft of all the Grecians we know, who 
form'd a Defign to render himfelf Mafter of the 
Sea, except Minos of Crete \ or perhaps fome 
other before his Reign ; but the firft of all Men^ 
who to that time bad entertained the Thought 
of fubduing Ionia and the Iflancls. Orates thoie^ 

fore 
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fore well informed of his Defign, fent Iiim i 
Meflage in thefe Words % « OROETES to PO- 
" LTCRJTES. I hear you have great things in 
*« View ; but want Money to jput your ProjeftS 
*' in Execution. Now if you. will hearkeh to 
" my Advice^ ybu may fueceed in ybUr Enter- 
*' prizes, and preferve me : For I have certaiii 
*' Information that Cambyfes has refolv*d td 
*« take away my Life. Receive me therefor^ 
*' with my Treafures, and you fhall have 
** one Part, on G)ndition I may ehjoy the o- 
•* ther : By thefe Meahs you cannot tail to ac- 
*« quire the Dominion of Greece^ If you doubt 
*' what I fay concerning my Richesj fend t6 
** me one of the moft faithfiil Perfons about 
** you, and I will fatisfy him lii that Particular.'^ 
foly&ates pufh'd oh by Covetoufoefe received 
the Proportion of Orestes with Joy; and re- 
folving to purfue his Advice, fent his Secre- 
tary Mifandrus the Son of Maandrius to take d 
View of his Wealth. This Man was a Citi- 
zen of Samos ; and not long aftet prefented all 
tiie magnificent Furniture found in the Apart- 
■ ment of PolycrateSi to the Temple of Juno. 
When Orestes heard that he was comiiig with 
this Defign, he caused eight Chefts to be al- 
moft fill*d with Stones ; and having {pread a 
thin Covering of Gold upon the Surface^ hd 
made them feft, and kept them ready 'till the 
Arrival of Maandrus ; who^ when he had in- 
ipeftfed the pretended Treafure, dep&rted, and 
at his Return acquainted his Matter with what 
he had feen. Upon this Information Polycrates 
refolv'd to go in Perfon to Orates^ tho* he wa5 
earneftly diffiiaded by his Friends^ and by thri 
Oracles % but cfpccially by his Daughter^ whd 
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dream'd (he few her Father elevated in the Air ; 
wafh'd by Jupiter, and anointed by the Sun. 
Deeply afFefted with her Dream, fhe endea- 
voured by all Means pofiible to divert him fix)m 
his intended Voyage ; and as he was going to 
imbark on a Galley of fifty Oars, perffted to 
tell him that nothing but Misfortune could at- 
tend his Enterprize. On the other Hand he 
threatened her, if he retum'd fafe, that Ihe fhould 
long continue unmarried; which fhe willingly 
imprecated upon herfelf -, chufing rather to re- 
main a Virgin, than to lofe her Father. Thus 
Polycrates rejefting all Counfel, went away to 
Orates, accompanied by divers of his Friends, 
and atnong others by Detnocedes the Crotonian, 
who w^ Son to Callipbon, and the moft fkilfiil 
Phyfician of his Time. When he arriv'd in 
Magnejia he was put to Death in an infamous 
Manner, unworthy of his Perfon and Magnani- 
mity : For none of all the Grecian Tyrants, not 
even thofe of Syracufe, are to be compared with 
Polycrates for Dignity and Grandeur. But O- 
rates put him to Death in a Manner not to be 
mentioned without Indignation: For he caused 
him to be crucified ; and retaining all the Stran- 
gers and Servants, who had followed him, as 
Captive Slaves, he difmifs*d the refl of the Sa- 
mians, and told them they ought to tliank him 
for their Liberty. Thus Polycrates accomplifh'd 
the Dream of his Daughter. For as he hung 
upon the Crofs, he was wafh'd with the Rjun 
of Jupiter ; and anointed by the Sun, as the 
Moifture of his Body was exhal*d. And fiich 
was the End of all his Profperities, as Amafis 
King of Mgypt had foretold. 

But 
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B u T the Fate of Poly crates remained not Jong 
unreveng'd. For after the Death of Camhyfesy 
and during the Ufurpation of the Mages, Orcetes^ 
continuing at Sardis^ gave no Manner of Affift- 
ance to the Perfians, who had been fraudulently 
difboffefs'd of their Power by the Medes ; and not 
only took that Opportunity to murder Mitro^ 
bates Governor of Dafcylium^ becaufe he had up- 
braided him with the Adions of Polycrates ; to- 
gether with his Son Cranafpes^ both highly re- 
fpedled by the Perfians; but among an infinite 
Number of other Crimes, caused a Meflenger, 
who brought an unwelcome Meflage to him from 
Darius^ to be aflaflinated in his Return by cer- 
tain Perfons appointed to way-lay him, and bury 
him privately with his Horfe, after they had put 
their Orders in Execution. Darius therefore 
upon his Acceflion to the Thr©ne, refolv'd to 
punifh Orates for all his Crimes ; and efpecially 
for the Death of Mitrobates and his Son. But 
becaufe he knew his own AflFairs were not 
yet firmly eftablifh'd in the Beginning of his 
Reign-, and that Orestes, befides a Guard of 
one thoufand Perfians, could draw together 
great Forces out of his Governments of Phrygiay 
Lydia^ and lonia^ he declin'd to fend an Army 
immediately againft him ; and . chujing rather 
toVmake ufe of other Means, fummon'd the 
principal of the Perfians together, and fpoke to 
them in thefe Terms. " Who among you, O 
'' Perfians, will take upon him by his Wifdom 
*' to execute an Entei-prize on my Account, 
*' without having Recourfe to Violence or Num- 
*' bers of Men? For where Prudence is required, 
*' Force is unneceflary. Who among you will 
** bring me the Body of Qfcetcs either alive or 
y 2 " " dead? 
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" dead ? Of Orates^ I fav, who has never done 
** any Service to the Periians, but brought infi- 
" nite Mifchiefs upon them : Who has already 
" murdered two of us, I mean Mitrobates and 
'' his Son ; and by an unparallePd Infolence, af- 
** faflinated the Meflengers I fent to recal him. 
" Therefore we ought by his Deftrucftion to 
" prevent him from bringing greater Evils upon 
" the Nation." When Darius had thus Ipo- 
ken, thirty of thofe who were prefent, profefled 
themfelves ready to execute his Orders \ and every 
one contending for the Employment, Darius 
ordered them to determine the IKfpute by Lot ; 
which being done, Bagaus the Son of Artontts 
was charg'd with the Enterprize, and performed 
it in this Manner. He wrote divers Letters 
about feveral Affairs ; and after he had feal'd 
them with the Signet of Darius^ he departed 
for Sardis \ and coming into the Prefence of Or(e' 
tes^ delivered the Letters, one after the other, 
to be read by the King's Secretary ; for every 
Governour has one of thefe Secretaries attendmg 
him. This he did in order to fee if the Guards 
would fhew any Signs of Defeftion : And jier- 
ceiving they paid great Refpefts to the Letters, 
and much greater to the Contents, he put ano- 
ther into the Hands of the Secretary, contain- 
ing thefe Words, " Periians, Kmg Darius 
*' forbids you to ferve any longer for Guards 
*^ to Orestes :" Which they no fooner heard, than 
they laid down their Lances. When Bagaus 
faw them fo readily obey, he took greater Con- 
fidence, and delivered his laft Letter to the Se- 
cretary, written in thefe Terms, " King Darius 
** commands the Perfians who are in Sardis^ to 
" kill Ort^Us!^ Upon the reading of which 

. the 
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the Gfuards drew their Scymiters, and kiU'd him 
immediately. Thus Vengeance overtook Or^.Vj 
the Perfian for the Death of PolycrateSy and all 
his Treafures were tranfported to Sufa. 

Not long after, as Darius was hunting, he 
hurt his Foot by a Fall from his Horfe, fo grie- 
voufly, that his Heel was diflocated from the 
Joint; and thinking he had the beft of the 
-Egyptian Phyficians about him, he made Ufe of 
their Afliftance. But they by violent pulling 
and diftortion of the Part, augmented the P^n 
to fuch a Degree, that he lay kvtn Days apd 
feven Nights without Sleep. On the eighth 
Day Darius ftill continuing in a reftlefs Condi- 
tion, was informed of the Ability of Democedes 
the Crotonian, by one who had heard of him 
at Sardis •, and prefently commanded him to 
be brought into his Prefence. He was found 
among the Slaves of Orestes^ altogether negledl- 
ed-, and introduced to the King, loaded with 
Fetters, and cloath'd in Rags. When Da- 
rius faw him, he afk*d him whether he under- 
flood the Art of a Phyfician. But he fearing 
fuch a Confeflion might for ever prevent his 
Return to Greece^ would not acknowledge his 
Skill. So that Darius fufpedling by his Dif- 
courfe that he knew more than he was willing 
to confefs, and commanding thofe who had 
brought him thither, to bring out the Inftru- 
ments of Whipping and Torture, Democedes 
prefently declared, that indeed he could not pre- 
tend to underftand the Art in Perfection, but 
had leam'd fomething by the Converfation of 
one who was a Phyfician. Upon which being 
permitted to take Care of Darius^ he applied 
Mediciijes after the Grecian Manner y and Imth- 
Y 3 ing 
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ing the Part with ftrong Fomentations, gave 
him Reft -, and in a little Time reftor'd him to 
his Health ; tho' the King had before de{pair*d 
of ever recovering the Strength of his Foot. 
When he had performed this Cure, Darius pre- 
fented him with two Pair of golden Fetters. 
But Democedes afk'd him, if he meant to reward 
him with a double Evil for reftoring his Health, 
With which Anfwer Darius was pleased, and 
fent him to the Womens Apartment attended by 
fome of his Eunuchs ; who having informed 
them that this Man had fav'd the King's Life, 
every one of his Wives gave Democedes a Vial 
covered with a Cafe, and fo flill of Gold, that 
his Servant Scifcn, who followed him, collefted 
^ confiderable Treafure, of the Pieces he took 
up as they fell to the Ground. This Democedes 
came to be known to Polycrates in the following 
Manner. He had liv'd with his Father in Cro- 
tona -, but growing impatient of his exceffive 
Severity, removed to Mgina \ where within the 
Space of a Year, tho* he was altogether unpror 
vided with the Inftruments requifite to his Pro- 
fefljon, he furpafs'd the moft ikilful of their 
Phyficians ; and the fecond Year obtained a Ta- 
lent for his Salary out of the Publick Treafury. 
The third Year he was entertained by the Athe* 
nians at the Rate of a hundred Mines ; and the 
fourth by Polycrates with a Reward of two Ta- 
lents ; and on that occafion went to Samos. The 
Crotonian Phyficians became very famous by 
the Reputation of this Man, and generally e- 
fteem'd the ableft of all the Grecians. The Cy- 
renaeans poflefs'd the fecond Place -, and the 
jfiirgians were at the fame Time accoimted the 
zupft ikilful in the Art pf Mufick. 

mMQr. 
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BEMOCEBES having thus cur'd Barius^ 
liv*d at Sufa^ in a magnificent Houfe, was ad- 
mitted to the King's Table, and enjoyed every 
thing in Abundance, except the Liberty of re- 
turning to Greece. He obtained a Pardon for 
the ^Egyptians, who having been the King*s Phy- 
ficians, were condemned to be impaPd for fufFer- 
ing themfelves to be outdone by a Grecian ; and 
procured the Liberty of a certain Prophet of Elis^ 
who had attended PolycrateSj and lay negledbed 
among the Prifoners. In a Word, Bemocedes 
was the principal Favourite of Barius. 

Not long after thefe things had pafs'd, -^- 
toffa the Daughter of Cyrus^ and Wife to 
Barius^ had a Tumour in her Breaft ; which 
breaking, fpread fo far, that tho' in Mode- 
fty fhe had to that Time conceaPd it from all 
Perfons, yet finding the Danger to encreafe, 
fhe at laft fent for Bemocedes^ and ftiew'd him 
the Ulcer. He prefently promised to cure her 
Breaft; and at the fame Time eameftly de- 
lir'd that fhe on her Part would confer a Fa- 
vour upon him, which ftiould be no way dis- 
honourable to her. When Atoffa was per- 
feftly recovered, and inftruded by Bemocedes^ 
Ihe addrefs'd herfelf to Barius^ as flie lay in his 
Bed, with thefe Words. " 'Tis ftrange that a 
*' King of^ fo great Power ftiould be unaftive ; 
*' and not rather conquer Nations, and enlarge 
** the Empire of the Perfians. A young Prince, 
** poflefs*d of fuch vaft Treafures, ought to ren- 
*' der himfelf confiderable by his Aftions, and 
** to convince his SubjecSts that they are govern- 
*' ed by a Man. Two Reafons oblige you to 
*' this Condud: Firft that the Perfians may 
*^ know they are commanded by a Valiant King ; 
Y 4 « and 
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♦* and then that they may be employed in War^ 
♦* and not tempted by too much Eafe to rebel. 
♦* Exert yourtelf therefore, while you are in 
♦' the Flower of your Years. For as the Fa- 
♦* culties of the Mind keep equal Pace with the 
^' Body in advancing to their utmoft Vigour : 
♦* So both decline together gradually : And be- 
** come uncapable or any Enterprize." Thus 
jihjfa exprefe*d herfelf at the Sollidtation of 
Democedes^ and Darius in Anfwer, laid, *' Wo- 
♦' man. Thou hafl: advis'd me to do as I had al- 
*' ready determin'd. For I refolve to make 
** War upon the Scythians, and to that end 
♦' defign to lay a Bridge from our G)ntinent 
*' to the other •, which I will do in a Ihort 
** Time. Confidcr well, faid fhe ; and by no 
^' Means make your firft Expedition againft the 
*' Scythians ; who will be an eafy Conqueft 
** whenever you pleafe, but take my Advice 
*' and lead an Army into Greece. For the Ac- 
^' count I have heard of the Lacacdemonian, 
^^ Argian, Athenian, and Corinthian Womea^ 
*• has infpir*d me with a vehement Defirc to 
" have fome of them for Servants. Befides, 
" you have the fitteft Man in the World to 
** inform you of every thing concerning Greece^ 
*' I mean the Perfon who cur'd your Foot.**' 
*• Since then, replied Darius^ you are of Opi- 
^' nion that I ought to make my firft Attempt 
*' ^amft Greece^ I think convenient to fend 
" fome Perfons thither with the Man you men" 
*' tion 9 in order to difcover what they can 
^' relating to the Country; and when they 
•> have fetisfied me in all Particulars, I will 
" fpllow with my Army.** Having fkid this, 
lie foon began to xnake gOM^d his Word. For earlf 

the 
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the next Morning he fent for fifteen eminent 
Perfians, and commanded them to accompany 
Democedes m taking a view of all the maritim 
Places of Greece^ and to bring hini back again, 
without affording him any Opportunity of mak- 
ing his Efcape. After he had given thefe In- 
ftruftions to the Perfians, he fent alfo for Demo- 
cedes^ and enjoyn*d him to return, fo foon as he 
had aflifted them in viewing all the Parts of Greece^ 
and difcovering whatever could be known of 
their Aflliurs ; commanding him to carry all his 
Goods and Furniture for a Prefent to his Fa- 
ther and Brothers, and promifing to fumifli 
him with better at his Return. He aflur'd him 
ikrther, that he would provide a Ship for the 
Tranfportation of his Prefents, and would caufe 
all things necef&ry and convenient for his Voy- 
age to be embark'd in her. My Opinion is, 
that Darius promised him all thefe things fin- 
cerely and without Art: But Democedes fear- 
ing the King might have a Defign to try whe- 
ther he had any Inclination to abandon him, 
defir'd he might be permitted to leave his own 
Goods in his Houfe 'till he fhould return ; 
and only to accept the Ship with what fhould 
be put on board for a Prefent to his Brothers. 
Thus having received their InflruAions, and 
taken leave of Darius^ they departed ; and 
pafTing thro' Phoenicia arrived in the City of Si- 
don: Where having caus'd two Gallies to be 
made ready with all Diligence for the Tranf- 
portation of their Perfons, and another Ship 
of great Burden to attend them with all 
things neceflary and commodious, they fet 
fail for Greece 5 and after they had view*d and 
defcrib'd all the maritim Places, and curi- 

oufly 
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oufly obferv*d whatever is accounted moft re- 
markable in that Country, they pafs'd on to 
Italy^ and landed at Tarentum. But Arijio- 
philides King of the Tarentins, who was a Na- 
tive of Crotona as well as Democedes^ took off 
the Rudders of the Median Ships, and fiez'd all 
the Pcrfians as Spies. During their Confinement 
Democedes went to Crotona and in the mean 
Time Ariftophilides fet the Perfians at Liberty, 
and reftor'd all that he had taken out of their 
Ships : Upon which they fet fail from "Tarentum 
in Purfuit of Democedes ; and arriving in Croto^ 
nuy found him and laid Hands on hiiA in Pu- 
blick. Some of the Inhabitants dreading the Per- 
lian Power, were for delivering him up; but 
others took hold on the Perfians, and beat 
them with Clubs, tho' they admonilh*d the Cro- 
tonians to defift in thefe Terms. " Men of 
** Crotona^ confider what you do, in protefting 
*' one who is a Fugitive from the King : What 
*' will you get by offering this Injury to Dari^ 
«' us ? And what will be the Event if you 
*' force this Man from us? Shall we not cer- 
*' tainly make War againft your City before all 
'* others ? And ufe our utmoft Endeavours 
*' to reduce you into Servitude?'* Yet thefe 
Words were not fufEcient to perfuade the Cro- 
tonians ; for they not only detained Democedes j 
but feiz'd the great Ship that attended the Perfi- 
ans : Who being thus deprived of their Guide, 
reimbark*d in order to return to AJiay without 
endeavouring to inform themfelves farther con- 
cerning Greece, At their Departure Democedes re- 
quir'd them to tell Darius^ that he was preparing 
to marry the Daughter of Milo ; for he was not 
ignorant that the Name of Miloy the famous Ath- 
2 lete. 
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lete, was well known to the King. And I am in- 
clined to believe that Democedes fpar*d no Expence 
to haften the Conclufion of this Match, in order 
to perfuade Darius that he was no inconfidera- 
ble Perfon in his own Country. After the Per- 
fians departed from Crotona, they fell in with 
fome Ships near Japygia, and being taken and 
carried Prifoners thither, were ranfom*d by Gillus 
a banifh'd Tarentin, and conduced by him to 
Darius : For which Service the King profefs*d 
himfelf ready to reward Gillus in the Manner 
he fhould defire. But he, relating the Caufe 
of his Banifhment, afk*d nothing more than to 
be reftor*d to his G)untry by the Authority of 
Darius. Yet left all Greece fhould take the A- 
larm, if a great Fleet fhould be fent thro* their 
Seas to accompany him to Itafyj he faid the 
King might eafily eiFedt his Reftitution by the 
CniSans alone, becaufe they were in Amity 
with the Tarentins. This Expedient D^r/«j ap- 
proved ; and having difpatch*d a Meflenger to 
require the Cnidians in his Name, to conduft 
Gillus to Tarenfum, they readily obey*d his Or- 
ders ; but could obtain nothing from the Ta- 
rentins, and were not ftrong enough to conftrain 
them by Force. In this Manner thefe Things 
pafs'd ; and the Perfians I have mentioned, were 
the firft, who went from Jfia to difcover the 
Affairs of Greece. 

After thefe Tranfadions, Darius conquered 
Samos ; which was the firft of all the Cities he 
took either from the Grecians or Barbarians. 
The Caufe was this. During the Expedition of 
Cambyfes the Son of Cyrus againft Mgypt^ many 
Grecians reforted thither ; partly, as one may 
conjedure, on Account of Trade, and partly, to 

take 
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tdce a View of the Country. Among the laft 
was Sylofon the Son of jEaces ; brother to Poly^ 
crates^ and an Exile of Samos. His good Fortune 
kd him to make ufe of a fcarlet Cloak, with 
which he covered himfelf, and walked publickly 
in the Streets of Memphis. Darius^ who was 
one of Camiyfes*3 Guards, and made no great 
Figure at that Time, looking upon him, grew de- 
iirous of the Ck)ak, and afk*d him if he would 
fell it. Sylofon perceiving Darius to be paflion- 
ately fond of the Garment, made this Anfwer, 
as if he had been extraordinarily infpir*d, *' T 
*' would not fell my Cloak for any Riches ; yet 
** if you defire it fo much, I will give it you 
** for a Prefent/' Darius accepting his Offer 
with Thanks, took the Cloak ; and Sylofon 
thought himfelf a Lofer by his forward Gene- 
rofity. But when, after the Death of Cambyfes^ 
and the Deftrudion of the Mages by the feven 
Perfians, Darius^ who had baen one of that 
Number, was advanc'd to the Throne, Sylofon 
hearing that the Kingdom was fallen into the 
Hands of the Man he had prefented with his 
Cloak in yEgypt^ went to Sufa^ and fitting at 
the Gates of the Palace, faid he had been a Be- 
nefador to Darius : Which being reported to 
the King by one of the Doorkeepers, he an- 
fwer'd with Surprize, '* What Grecian is this, 
*' who pretends to have conferred Benefits up- 
•^ on me, and to be refpefted on that Account ? 
** I have but lately taken Pofleffion of the King- 
*' dom, and few or none of that Country have 
**^ been (ttn here : Neither can I remember 
** that I am at all oblig'd to any Grecian. How- 
** ever bring in the Man, that I may know the 
♦* meaning of his Words.'* The Doorkeeper 
/ prefently 
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prefently introduc*d Sylofon^ and as he ftood 
m the Midft of the Company, the Interpreters 
alk*d him, who he was, and what he meant by 
faying he had been a Benefeftor to the King. 
Then ISylofon related what had pafs*d between 
J)arias and himfelf concerning the Cloak ; and 
having own*d that he was the Perfon who had 
made him that Prefent, the King anfwer'd, " O 
^' thou moft cenerbus of Men ! Art thou then 
*' the Man, from whofe Hands 1 received that 
" Gift i which tho* fmall in itfelf, yet at that 
^* Time, when I had no Power, was of no lefs 
^' Value to me, than a very great thing would 
*' be now ? I will reward thee with great A- 
*' bundance of Gold and Silver, that thou 
** mayft not repent thy Kindnefs to Darius 
« the Son of Hjftafpesr O King, replied 
** Sylofon^ give me neither Gold nor Silver; 
** but fave my Country, which ever fince the 
" Death of my Brother Polycrates^ who was 
" kilFd by Orates^ has been ufurp'd by one 
** of our Servants : Give me, I fay, Samos 
" without Blood, and without the Expulfion 
*' of my Countrymen." When Darius had 
heard his Requeft, he fent an Army under 
the Conduft of Otanes, one of the feven, 
with Orders to aft in Conformity to the De- 
fires of Sylofon. And being thus inftrufted Ota- 
nes marched to the Sea-Coaft, and imbark'd his 
Army for Samos. 

In the mean Tim^ Mieandrus the Son of M^e* 
andrius had taken upon him the Government of 
Samos ; which had been committed to his Care 
by Poly crates ; and refolving to (hew himfelf an 
honeft Man, was thus prevented from accomplifti- 
ing his Intention, When he heard of the Death 

of 
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of Polycrates^ he prefently erefted an Altar to 
Jupiter the Deliverer, and marked out the Ground 
for a Temple, which is now feen in the Suburbs 
of the City. Having done this, he fummon'd a 
general Aflembly of the Citizens, and made the 
following Speech. *' You know, faid he, that 
I was entrufted with the Scepter and all the 
Fov/tr of Polycratesj and that the Government 
is wholly in my Hands. But I will ufe the 
beft of my Endeavours to abftain from a Crime, 
which I fliould condemn in another. For the 
arbitrary Power aflum'd by Foly crates over Men 
equal to himfelf, was never approved by me ; 
neither fhall I ever approve the like in a- 
ny other Perfon. Now feeing the Decree of 
Fate has been accomplilh'd by his Death, I 
furrender the Government into your Hands, 
and proclaim an equal Liberty to all. Only 
I defire you would grant me fix Talents 
out of the Wealth of Polycrates ; and confer 
upon me, and my Defcendents for ever, the 
Priefthood of the Temple I have built to Jupi- 
ter the Deliverer, as a juft Reward of my Ser- 
vice in reftoring your Liberties." When Ma- 
andrus had made thefe Demands, Telefearchus^ an 
eminent Citizen of Samos^ (landing up in the 
Aflembly faid, " Thou art utterly unworthy to 
** govern us, and defervedly obnoxious to ac- 
'' count for the Treafures thou haft imbezzled. 
*' For thou waft born to be a publick Peft, and 
*' common Calamity." Maanarus perceiving by 
the Tenour of thefe Words, that if he fhould 
diveft himfelf of the Power, feme other would 
afliime the Tyranny in his Place, refolv'd to keep 
Pofleffion of the Government, To which end 

retiring 
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retiring to the Caftle, and fending for the Citi- 
zens thither, under Colour of giving them an 
Account of the publick Treafure, leiz'd their 
Perfons, as they came, one after the other. But 
whilft they were under Confinement, he fell 
lick ; and his Brother Lycaretus imagining he 
could not recover, kilPd all the Prifoners, that 
he might with greater Facility ufurp the Do- 
minion of Samos ; where Men feem*d to retain 
fo little AflTedion for Liberty, that when the 
Perfians came before the City with Sylofon^ no 
Man lifted up a Hand againft them ; and Af^^- 
andrus with thofe of his Party, ofFer'd to depart 
the Ifland under a Promife of Proteftion : Which 
Propofition when Otanes had accepted, and a 
Truce was agreed on both fides, the principal 
Men of the Perfians fat down in their Chariots 
before the Caftle. In the mean Time Chart-- 
laus another Brother of MaandruSj and extra- 
vagantly foolifli, was kept Prifoner in a Dun- 
geon for fome Fault he had committed. This 
Man having overheard what was doing, and 
from an Aperture of his Prifon obferv'd the 
Perfians fitting in great Tranquillity, demand- 
ed with many Exclamations to fpeak with M^e-^ 
andrus : Which Maandrus hearing, command- 
ed him to be brought into his Prefence : Where 
immediately after his Admiflion, he began with 
opprobrious and reviling Language to excite 
him to fell upon the Perfians. " Thou art, 
" faid he, the bafeft of Men : Thou haft 
^' thrown me into a Dungeon, who am thy 
*' Brother, and have done nothing to deferve 
" fuch Ufage; but haft not Courage enough 
*' to avenge thyfelf on the Perfians, tho* no- 
^[ thing be more eafy, and thou know'ft they 

*' are 
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^ arc come to diive thee out of thy CaasOrfi 
^^ If xhj Fcan are (b great, lend me thy Auz- 
*^ ilisuy Forces, and I will not only make tfaeiq 
*^ repent their coining; but ezpd thee out of 
^ the Uland likewiie." MjeanJbus readily ac- 
cepted the Offer of Cbarilams: Not, as I fiip- 
poie, that he was fi> deftitute of Underflandin^ 
to imagine his own Power iiqnior to that of the 
King \ but out of Envy to Sjlofm^ who, he 
faw, would otherwife pof&fs himfelf of the Qty 
without Reiiftance. He reiblv'd therefore to 
provoke the Periians, and by this Means XsA 
weaken the Power of the >Samians, before 
they fhould fall into the Hands of Sylqfim. 
For he knew the Perfians would not &1 to 
take a fevere Revenge againft the Samians for 
the Outrages they fhould fufier: And, as for 
himfelf, he could make his Efcape out of the 
liland at his Pleafure ; which he did afterwards 
by a private Paflage he had made under Ground, 
l^ing from the Caftle to the Sea. In the 
mean Time Cbarilaus having arm*d the Auxili* 
aries, fet open the Gates ; and (allying out upon 
the Perfians, who expefted not any Hoftility, 
and thought every thing had been agreed, for- 
priz'd and kilPd the principl Men among them 
as they were fitting m their Seats. But nie refl 
of the Army taking the Alarm, came in to their 
Succour, and repuls'd the Auxiliaries into the 
Caftle. When Otanes the General law the great 
Lofs he had fuft^n'd by the Slaughter of thefe 
Perfians, he neglefted to obey the Orders given 
him by Darius at his Departure, importmg 
that he fhould ndther kill nor take Prifonqr 
any Samian, but deliver the Ifland to Syloftm 
without Damage } and on the contrary com^ 

tbanded 
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manded his Army to put all the Samians they 
ihould find to the Sword, without fparing the 
Children. So that while one Part of his For- 
ces was empby'd in bcfieging the Caftle, the 
reft kilPd all they met, as well within the 
Temples as in other Places. Maandrus made 
his Efcape by Sea, and fled from Satnos to La^ 
ced^mon\ and, foon after his Arrival with the 
Riches he had carried off", ordered his Ser- 
vants to take out and cleanfe his Cups of Gold 
and Silver, and at the fame Time condudied 
Cleamenes the Son of Anaxandridei^ and then 
King of Sparta^ to Jiis Houfe, difcourfmg to- 
gether. The King viewing the Cups, was 
fill'd with Surprize and Aftoniftiment: Which 
M^andrus perceiving, folicited him to take what- 
ever he defied, and repeated his Offer feveral 
Times. But Cleamenes fhew*d himfelf ^ ho* 
neft Man, by refufing ftedfaftly to accept any 
thing ; and being afterwards inform'd that other 
Citizens had received his Prefents, he went to 
the Ephbri, and told them it was neceflary to 
expel this Samian out of Pelopmnefus^ lew he 
fhould corrupt him or others of the Spartans. 
Upon which they took his Advice, and baniih'd 
Urn by publick Proclamation. In the mean 
Time the Perfians put Samos into the Hands of 
Sylofoftj plimder'd and depopulated. But 0/j- 
nM the Perfian General repeopled the Qty after- 
wards, upon a Vifion he faw in a Dream, 
and a Diftemper which feiz'd him in his private 
Parts. 

While thefe Forces were employed in this 
Naval Expedition againft Samos^ the Babylonians 
revolted, after they had provided all things ne- 
ceflary to that Purpofe. r or during the Ufurpa- 
Z tion 
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*ion of the Mage, and the Enterprize of the 
feven, they had made Ufe of thofe Times of 
Confufion to prepare themfelves to fuflain a 
Siege, and had not been difcover^d. But whcii 
they appeared in open Rebellion, they took the 
following Method to prevent the Cbnfumption 
of their Provifions* They pneferv'd their Mo- 
thers in general : And after they had permittei 
every Man to referve the Wife he bed Iov*d, 
with another Woman to make his Bread, they 
affembled all the reft together and ftrangled 
them. Darius being informed of thefe Af- 
fairs, drew all his Forces out", marched to Baby^ 
lon^ and befiegM the Qty. But the Babyloni- 
ans not at all folicitous about the Event mount- 
ing the Ramparts of the WaU, fell to dancings 
and derided Darius with his Army ; one of them 
adventuring to fpeak in this Mmner to the 
Perfians-, ** What Bufinefe have you here to 
*' detain you? Decamp rather and march off: 
*« For you will not be Mafters of this Place 
^' till a Mule brings forth a Colt:** Which 
Words were fpoken by the Babylonian in full 

.aflurance that aJMulecould never breed. When 
Darius had . fpent a Year and feven Months 
before Babylon^ and was grown no lefs uneafy 
than his Army with the tedious Length of 
that Siege,, he endeavoured by various Strata- 
gems and Artifices to take the Place, and a- 

.mong others by that which had fucceeded fo 
well with Cyrus ; but all his Efforts were ren- 
dred ineffeftual by the unwearied Vigilance of 

: the Babylonians. In the twentieth Month of 
this Siege, a Prodigy /happened in the Quarters of 
Zopyrusj the Son of Megabyfus one of the feven 
Perfians who deftroy*d the Mag^* For a Mule 

that 
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that carried his Provifions brought forth a Colt : 
Which Zopyrus hearing, and doubting the 
Truth of fo ftrarige an Event, he went to the 
Place; and after he had fully fatisfied himfelf, 
ftridly commanded all that were prefent to con- 
ceal the thing : And becaufe he well remembred 
the Words of the Babylonian, who faid, *' The 
*' Gty might be taken when Mules fhould begin 
** to breed;** He concluded that the Man 
had fpoken, and the Mule brought a Colt, bjr 
the Influence of a divine Power ; and that 
therefore the Time for reducing Babylon was 
come. In this Perfuafion Zopyrus going to Di- 
riuSy afk*d him if the taking of Babylon would 
be acceptable to him •, and being afTur'd by the 
King that he vehemently defir'd to repoflefs him- 
felf of that Place, he began to confider by 
what Means he alone might accomplifli the 
Work: For among the Perfians great Atchieve- 
ments are the Steps by which Men afcend to 
^t highefl: Honours. And after mature Deli- 
beration, finding no other pofiible Way to com- 
pafs his Dcfign, than by mutilating his Body, 
and in that Condition deferring to the Enemy ; 
he laid afide all Regard to the Dignity of his 
Perfon, and having cut off his Nofe and Ears, 
whipp'd himfelf, and cut his Hair in the moft 
indecent Manner, went thus horribly disfigured 
into the Prefence of Darius. The King in 
the utmoft Surprize to fee a Man of his Rank 
fo atrocioufly mangled, rofe up haftily from 
his Throne, and with loud Exclamation alk*d, 
who had been the Author of that Outrage, 
and on what Occafion. " You alone, an- 
*' fwer'd Zopyrus \ for no other Perfon could 
** have tr€;ated me in this Manner j tho* I my^- 
Z 2. " felf 
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*' felf was the immediate Executioner ; becaufe 
*' I could no longer fee the Perfians Iwffled by 
** the Aflyrians.'* Wretched Man, faid Darius^ 
*' thou haft endeavoured to put a feir Colour 
** on a foul Adion ; pretending to have in- 
'' Aided this Indignity on thyfejf by Reafon 
** of the Siege. Art thou fo tooliih to believe 
*' the Babylonians will fiirrender the fooner 
" for thy Wounds? Or rather hadft thou not 
** loft thy Underftanding, before the Commif- 
" fion ot this cruel Faft ? " " Had I, replied 
*' Zopyrus^ informed you of my Intentions, you 
** would not have permitted me to proceed. But 
" becaufe I confulted only with myfelf, I have 
" executed my Defign; and if your Troops 
** are not wanting to themfelves, we fhall take 
** Babylon, For I will defert to the Babyloni- 
•* ans in this G)ndition, and tell them I have 
*' fufFer'd thefe Indignities from you ; and 
*' when I fhall have perfuaded them of my 
•* Sincerity, I doubt not to obtain the Com- 
*' mand of their Forces. My Opinion there- 
** fore is, that on the tenth E)ay after my Dc- 
** parture, you would command a thoufand Men 
^' of thofe you leaft value, to march up to 
•' the Gate of S emir ami s\ two thoufand on 
** the feventh Day after to the Gate of Ninus ; 
** and twenty Days from the Expiration of 
*' that Term, four thoufand more to that of 
•* the Chaldseans. But none of thefe Par- 
^* ties are to be permitted to carry any other 
** Arms, than Swords only for their Defence. 
** After the twentieth Day is pafs'd, command 
** all the reft of the Army to march up direftly 
** to the Walls, with particular Orders to the 
" Perfians, to poft themfelves at the Gates of 

" Bclus 
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** Belus and Cijfta. For unlefs I deceive myfelf, 
*' the Babylonians will not fail among other 
" things' to entruft me with the Keys of the 
*' Gates, in Confideration of my great Adions : 
** And then I and the Perfians will take care to 
*' perform the reft.** When he had given this 
Advice, he took his Way towards the City ; 
and the better to aft the Part of a Deferter, 
look*d frequently behind him as he went. The 
Guards who were plac'd on the Towers feeing 
him approaching, went down, and drawing 
back the Gate afk*d him who he was? And 
what Bufinefs brought him thither? He an- 
fwer'd, he was ZopyruSy and defir'd to be re- 
ceived into the City: Which the Guards hear- 
ing, they condufted him to the Common Hall ; 
where he was no fooner admitted, than ' he began 
to deplore his Condition, and aflur'd them he 
had fufFer'd from Darius what indeed he had 
done to himfelf ; for advifing him to break up 
the Siege, becaufe he faw no Appearance of 
taking the City. " Now therefore, faid he 
** to the Babylonians, I put myfelf into your 
'* Hands, with a Refolution to do you the great- 
** eft Service, and all poffible Mifchief to Da* 
*' r/«j, his Army, and to the Perfians. For I 
*' will not be long unreveng*d of his Cruelty; 
*' fince I am perreftly informed of all his Coun- 
** fels and Defigns." The Babylonians feeing a 
Man of that Diftinftion among the Perfians de- 
prived of his Ears and Nofe, and covered with 
Wounds and Blood, never doubted the Truth 
of his Words ; and afluring themfelves of his 
Afiiftance, fhew-d a Readinefs to grant him 
whatever he would afk. Accordingly he defir'd 
the Command of fomc Forces 5 and having ob- 
' Z 3 tain*d 
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jk FTER thtRedu&ion cf Balylon^ Darius 
/\ undertook an Expedition againft Scy^ 
fjj^ Sbiayztid ieangAfia abounding in Men 
and Riches, grew very defirous to re- 
'et^ge himfelf upon the Scythians ; who without 
^revocation had formerly invaded the Territories 
\i Msiia^ and defeated all thofe who appear'd 
a Arms againft them. The Scythians, as I 
lave faid akeady, continued twenty dght Years 
a the Pofleflion of Upper- Afia 5 having entePd 
hofe Provinces in Purfuit of the Cimmerians, 
jbd fupprefs'd the Power of the Medes, who 
^ore that 'Xvto& were Matters of all Afta. But 
liter they had fpent fo many Years abroad, 
^ey met with as great Difficulties in return* 
ing to thdr own Country, as they had en- 
countered before in Media^ and found an Ar- 
my of no inconfiderable Force ready to oppofe 
their Entrance* For during fo long a Time 
of Abfence, the Wives of thofe Scythians had 
u^d the Cbmpany of their Slaves ; who are all 
blind, and ferve to draw the Milk they drink 
in th|s M»incr. They have Bones (hap'd like 

Flutes; 
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Flutes ; which being apply*d to the genital Part 
of a Mare, one of thele Slaves blows with his 
Mouth, whilft another milks the Beaft. They 
fay this Invention is p-aftis'd, becaufc the Wind 
makes the Veins of the Mare to grow turgid, 
and her Teats to defcend. When the Milk is 
drawn, and poured into hollow Veflels of Woo4i 
the blind Men Handing round the Tubs beat 
it for fome Tinie. Then they fkim ofF the 
Subftance which lies uppermoft, and is efteem'd 
the moft precious ; leaving the reft, as of lefs 
Value. And on this Account the Scythians^ 
put out the Eyes of all the Prifoners they 
take ; never applying their Care to Hufbandry ; 
but only to the kecjring of Cattle. Bom . of 
thefe Slaves and the Wives of the Sq^- 
ans, a new Generation was grown up, who 
knowing their ow^rT Extraiffcbn, marched out 
to oppofe.^die Return. of thofe that came 
from Media. To this End they fortified thd 
Frontier of the Country by a broad Ditch, 
carried on from Mount Taurus to the Lake 
Maotis^ which is the greateft of all- otheis, 
and when' the Scythians endeavoured to force 
their Intrenchments, they ,4rew together an^ 
made a vigorous Refiftance. The Scythians 
repeated the Attempt feveral Times, and were 
as often repulsed ; upon which one among 
them faid, " Men or Scytbia^ What can we 
*' mean by making War with oiir Slaves ? If wtf 
** are kilPd, our own Power diminifties ; ahd if 
" we kill, we leffen the Number of thofe we 
•' ought to command. My Opinion therrfoW 
*' is, that, we would lay afidc our BoWs S«id 
** Spears, and every one taking his Horfe- whip 
*' in his Hand go diredlly to them in that Po-* 

** fture. 
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«' dure. For fo long as they fhall fee us arm'd, 
" fo long they will think themfelves equal to 
'' us, and born of as good Blood as we. But 
*' when they Ihall perceive us aj^roaching with 
** our Whips inftead of Arms, they will foon be 
*' convinced they are our Servants, and under 
*' that Apprehenfion will refift no more." The 
Scythians did as he advis'd, and the Slaves 
ftruck with Aftonifhment forgot they were to 
fight, and fled away. Thus the Scythians, who 
had the Dominion of Afta^ and were afterwards 
expelPd by the Medes, returned to their own 
Country : And Darius defiring to take Revenge; 
aflembled an Army, in order to invade their 
Territories. 

Th e Scythians fay their Nation is of a later 
Original than any other, and began in this 
Manner. The firft Man that appeared in Scy- 
thia^ thuen an uninhabited Defert, was Targi^ 
lauSj concemmg whom they relate things in- 
credible to me. For they affirm that he was 
bom of Jupiter and a Daughter of the River 
Boryftbenes : That he had three Sons who went 
by the Names of LipoxaiSj Afoxais^ and Co^ 
laxais : That during their Reign a Plow, with 
a Yoke, an Axe, and a Bowl, all of Gold, 
fell down from Heaven into Scythia : That 
the eldeft, who faw thofe tilings firft, approach- 
mg. with Defign to take them up, found them 
burning hot, and retired: That the fecond 
came immediately after, and found the Gold 
in the fame G)ndition : That when they had 
both withdrawn themfelves from the burning 
Metal, the youngeft Son advanced, and find- 
ing the Fire extinguifh'd, carried away the 
things with him j and that the elder Brothers 

-.2 • having 
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baying obferv*d this Event, furrendred the King- 
dom to the youngeft. They ferther fay, that 
the Auchatian Scythians are defcended from 
Upoxais'y the Catiarians and Trafpians from 
Jfyoxais \ and the Race of their Kings, which 
they call Paralates, from Colaxais^ the third Son 
of ^argitaus. They give themfelves the general 
Name of Scolotes ; which is alfo the Surname of 
their Kings: But the Grecians call them Scy- 
thians:. This Account they give of their Origi- 
nal ; and reckon about a thouland Years at moft, 
fiom the Reign of Targitaus the firft King of 
Scytbia^ to the Time they were mvaded by Darius. 
TTic Kings take all imaginable Care to prefervc 
the facred Gold, and annually affift at the mag- 
nificent Sacrifices, which are ofFer*d to thofe 
toly Inftruments. If he who has the Guard of 
thefe things on the Feftival Day, happen to fall 
afleep in the open Air, the Scythians fay he 
carmot live long, and therefore make him a 

Gdfent of as much Land as he can ride over on 
orfeback in one Day. Colaxais perceiving the 
Country to be of vaft Extent, divided the King- 
dom between his three Sons ; and made tl^t 
Share moft confiderable, where the Gold which 
fell from Heaven, is kept. The Scythiins fay, 
that thofe Parts which are fituate to the North- 
ward of their Territories, are neither \vifible 
nor prafticable, by reafon of the Feathers that 
fall continually on all fides. For the Eakh is 
intirely covered, and the Air fo full of t^iefe 
Feathers, that the Sight is altogether obf 
cd. Thefe things are related by the Scythians 
concerning themfelves, and the Regions that 
lye above them. But the Grecians who inhabit 
Pmtus give a different Account , and fay, that 
I aS; 
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is Hercules was driving away the Cows <XGtrymt^ 
he arriv'd in the Covuitry now poflcfs'd by the 
Scythians ; which was then an uninhabited De- 
fert ; and that Geryon liv*d in an Ifland by die 
Grecians calPd Erytbia^ remote from Pontus^ 
and iituate not far from Gades^ beyond the G»- 
lumns of Hercules upon the Ocean. They like- 
wife affirm that the Ocean rifing in the Eaft 
fiirrounds the whole Earth ; but bring no Proof 
of their Aflertion : Thzt Hercules m his Re- 
turn pafs'd thro* the Country, which is now 
call'd Scytbia^ and finding the Weather cold 
and frofty, lay down to fleep wrapped in the 
Lyon's Skb: That while he ilept, the Mares 
which drew his Chariot, led by a divine Hand, 
ftray'd from the Place where they fed; and 
that when he awak'd he fought them all over 
the Country, and coming to a Place calPd /fy* 
liea^ found a Creature of an ambiguous Nature* 
refembling a Virgin from the Thighs upwards, 
and ftiap'd like a Serpent in the lower Pasts. 
Aftofaifti'dat the Sight, he afk*d her if flie had 
fecn his Mires. She told him they were in her 
Power; biit that fhe would not reftcwre them, 
unlefs he would lye with her: To which he 
confented, in order to recover his Mares, Ne- 
verthelefs (he delayed to perform her Promiie, 
out of a Defire to enjoy the Company of Hercu- 
les as long as ihe could ; 'till finding him no le& 
defirous to depart, (he reftor'd the Mares, and 
fpoke to him in the(e Terms. *' I jMTferv*d 
*' your Mares when they ftray'd hither, and you 
" have given me the Recompence of my Care^ 
** for I have three Sons by you. Tell me there- 
** fore how I (hall difpofe of them when they are 
** grown up^ Whether they jQiall continue to 
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*' live in this Country, where I am Miftrej&f^ 
*« or whether I fhall fend them to you?'* Tcr 
this Queftion Hercules anfwcr*d ; ** When you 
*• fee the Children arriv'd to the Age of Men^ 
** you cannot err, if you retain in thefe Regions 
*' that Son, who Aiall be found capable of draw- 
" ing this Bow and wearing this Belt, and fend 
*^ away thofe who (hall be of inferior Force. If 
" you do this, you will confult your own Happi- 
" nefs, and perform my Orders/* Then draw- 
ing out one of his Bows (for he carried two at 
that Time) and delivering it into her Hands, 
with the Belt, which had a golden Cup hanging 
at the loweft Seam, he took Leave and went 
away. When her Sons had attained to the Age 
of Men, ihe nam'd the eldeft Agatbyrfts^ the fe- 
cond Gelonus^ and the youngeft Scytha ; and re- 
membring the Orders of Hercules^ put them 
in Execution, as he had enjoyn*d ; but finding 
two of her Sons, Agathyrfis and GelonuSj unable 
to perform the things required, (he fent them 
out of the Country ; retainmg Scytha her young- 
eft Son with her, becaufe he had accomplifh'd 
the Will of his Father. All the Kings of Scy- 
tbia have been the Defcendants of this Scytha 
the Son of Hercules ; and from his Time the 
Scythians have always carried a Cup faften'd to 
the lower Part of their Belt. Thefe things are 
reported by the Grecians who inhabit Pontus : 
But another Relation, which feems more pro- 
bable to me, runs in this Manner. The Scy- 
thian Nomades were once Inhabitants of AJia^ 
and being harrafs'd by the Mafl^etes with fre- 
quent Wars, they pafs'd the River AraxeSj and 
entered the Country of the Cimmerians ; who, 
they fay, were the ancient Bofleflbrs of thofe 

Regions 
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Regions which are now inhabited by the Scy- 
thians: The Cimmerians finding themfelves 
invaded by the Scythians with a numerous Ar- 
my, ailembled in Cbutidl, but could not come 
to any Agreement, becaufe the ICings and the 
People were of different Sentiments ; both 
founded upon ftrong Reafons^ tho* that of th^ 
Kings' was the more generous. For the People 
were of Opinion to abftain from Force, and 
jiot put* all to hazard againft fo great a Multi- 
tude. But the Kings on the contrary advis'd, 
that they would oppofe the Invaders of thejr 
Country by Arms. Thus when neither the Peo- 
ple would aflent to the Perfuafions of the Kings, 
nor the Kings to thofe of the People ; and one 
Party refolv'd to depart without fighting, and 
leave their Pofleffions to the Invaders -, whilft 
the other reflefting on the great Advanta* 
ges thoy had enjpy*d at Home, and the ap- 
parent Evils they muft fuflfer if they fhould for* 
* take their Country, determined rather to dye 
on the Spot, than betake themfelves to Flight 
with the Multitude: In this Contrariety of 
Opinions they divided ; and being equal in Num- 
bers, the two Parties engag'd in Battle, and 
all thofe who fell in the Difpute, were buried 
by the reft 6f the People near the River 53^- 
ras ; where their Sepulchre remains to this Day. 
When the Cimmerians had performed that Of- 
fice, they abandoned the Country and left it 
intirely difpeopled in the Poffeffion of the Scy- 
thians. Divers Ports and Walls are ftill feen 
in Scythia^ which retain the Name of Cimme- 
rian ; together with a whole Province, and a 
Bofphorus or a narrow Sea. 'Tig certain th$ 
Cimmerians who fled from the Scythians intp 



352 HERODOTUS. BobklV. 

jl/ia^ fettled in that Peninfula where the XStf 
of Smopii a Colony of the Greckns, was after- 
wards built : And *tis no Icfe evident that the 
Scythians purfuing them, fell into Medidy and 
sniftook their Way. For the Cimmerianes in 
all their Flight never abandoned the Coofl of 
the Sea: Whereas the Scythians in theff 
Purfuit leaving Mount Caucafus on the r^ht 
Hand, defleded towards the midland Coun- 
tries,, and fo enter*d Media. Another Report 
is generally current as well among the Gre- 
cians as Barbarians. For ArifteaSy a Poet of 
Proconnefus and Son to CauftrobiuSy fays in his 
Verfes, that he was tranfported by jipollo into 
the Territories of the Ifledonians ; beyond which 
the Arimafpians inhabit,, who are a People that 
have only one Eye -y that the next Region abounds 
in Griffins, which guard the Gold of the Coun- 
try ; and that the Hyperboreans are fituate yet 
farther, and extend themfelves to the Sea: That 
all thefe, except the Hyperboreans, following 
the Example of the Arimafpians, were conti* 
nually employed in making War ^gainf): their 
Neighbours : That the Ifledonians were ex- 
pelPd by the Arimafpians ; the Scythians by 
the Ifledonians ; and that the Cimmerians, 
who inhabited on the South-Sea, were forc'd 
by the Scythians to abandon their Country. So 
that this Arijieas differs from the Scythians 
in the Account he gives of thefe Regions. I 
have already mentioned the Place of his Birth, 
and ftiall now add what I heard concerning 
him in Proconnefus and Cyzicus. ArifieaSy fey 
they, who was inferior to no Man of theQty 
in any kind, entring one Day into a Fuller's 
Shop, died fuddenly: Upon which the. Fuller, 

after 
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after he had ihut up his Door, went and ac« 
qudnted the Relation of the Deceased with 
what had happened. When the News of his 
Death had fprcad over the Qty, a certain^ Cy- 
:2^icenian arriving fi-om Artace^ difputed the 
Truth of the Report; affirming that he had 
feen and conversed with him in his Way to 
Cyzicu5\ and while he perfifted obftinately to 
maintdn his Aflertion, the Relations of Arifteas 
had been at the Fuller's Shop, with all things ne- 
cef&ry for removing the Body, but could not 
find him dther alive or dead. In the feventh 
Year he appeared agdn in Proconnefus \ com- 
pos*d thofe Verfes, which by the Grecians are 
call'd Arimafpian, and then difappear'd a fecond 
Time. Thefe things are commonly reported in 
the Cities I have mentioned; and that which 
follows happened among the Metapontins of 
Italy three hundred and forty Years after 
the fecond Difappearing of Arifteas the Procon- 
nefian, as I found by Computation in Procon^ 
nefus and Metapontium : At which Time, the 
Metapontins fay, Arifteas appeared in their 
City, and exhorted them to ereft an Altar to 
Apollo^ and a Statue by that Altar, which 
Ihould bear the Name of Arifteas the Procon- 
nefian ; telling them, " They were the only 
" Nation of the Italian Coaft which had ever 
** been favoured with the Prefence of Apollo i 
*' that he himfelf attended the God, and was 
*' then a Crow ; tho* now he went under the 
** Name of Arifteas** Having pronounc'd thefe 
Words he vanUh'd; and the Metapontins fay 
they went to Delphi to inquire or the God 
concerning the Apparition ; and that the Py- 
thoan in Anfwer admonifh'd them to obey tne 
A a I jPhantom, 
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Phantom, and tfadr Affairs fliould be proA 
pennis. In parfuance therefore of this Oracle^ 
thcv did as Arijteas had dcfir'd, and his Statue 
is (ccn to this Day in the publick Pkce, crcft- 
ed near the Ini^e of Apolloj and furrounded 
with Laurels. Thus mudi I thought fit to fey 
concerning Arifteas. 

No Nfcn knows, with certainty, the Coun- 
tries that lye beyond thofe, about which lam 
now to fpeak ; neither could I ever find a Per- 
fon who had view'd them with his own Eyes. 
Arifteas himfelf, who is juft now mention'd, 
(ays, m his Verfes, that he went no ferther 
than the Ifledonians, and that he learnt fix)ra 
them whatever he relates touching thole Parts. 
Neverthclefs, I fhall repeat, as folly as I can, 
all that I have heard concerning this Matter. 
Above the principal Port of the Boryfthenians, 
which is fituate m the midft of the maridm 
Places of Scytbia^ the firft People feen are the 
Callipedes, who derive their Original fit)m 
Greece \ and next to thefe is another Nation, 
call'd Halazons. Both thefe obferve the Cu- 
ftoms of the Scythians •, except only that they 
fow Wheat, Onions, Garlick, Lentils, and 
Millet, for Food ; whereas the Scythians, who 
lye beyond the Halazons, and are Hufbandmen, 
fow Wheat, not for Food, but Sale. The 
Neurians are the next People, and I am inform^ 
that the northern Parts of their Country are ut- 
terly uninhabited. Thefe Nations are fituate 
along the River HypaniSy on the Weft Sde of 
the Boryftbenes. But if we pafs over to the 
other Side of the Boryftbenes from the Sea, we 
fliall firft enter into Hylaa^ and then into an- 
other Region poffefs'd by Scythians, who apply 

themfelves 
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themfelves to Agriculture, and are calPd Boryfthe- 
nians, by thofe Grecians who inhabit on the 
Hypanis ; tho' they give themfelves the Name 
of Olbiopolitans. Thefe Scythian Hufbandmen 
poflefs, to the Eaftward, a Country of three 
Days March, extending to the River call'd Pan- 
ticapes ; and of eleven Days Sail by the Boryjl- 
henes to the Northward. Beyond this Region 
lyes a vaft Defart, and beyond that Defart, a 
Country inhabited by the Androphages, or Men- 
eaters, who are a diftind: People^ and not of 
Scythian Extradlion. All beyond this is unin- 
habited, no Man being found there, that we 
know. To the Eaftward of thofe Scythians who 
apply themfelves to the Culture of Land, and 
on the other Side of the River Panticapes^ the 
Country is inhabited by Scythians, who neither 
plow nor fow, but are employed in keeping 
Cattle ; none of thofe Parts producing Trees, 
except Hylaa only. Thefe Herdfmen poflefs a 
Traft of Land of fourteen Days March from 
the Eaft to the River Gerrhus. On the other 
Side of this River are the Royal Provinces, full 
of People, and pofTefs'd by the moft valiant of 
all the Scythians, who think all the reft to be 
only their Slaves. Their Country extends from 
the South to Mount Taurus ; and from the Eafi: 
to the Intrenchments that were made by the 
Sons of the blind Men, and to the Port of 
Chremnij on the Lake M<eoti5\ befides that 
Part which borders upon the River 'Tanm:,\ 
Above thefe Royal Scythians the Melanchlaeni- 
ans inhabit to the Northward ; a diftind Nation, 
and not of Scythian Race. But beyond them 
all is full of Fens, and uninhabited, as ^e are 
informed, 

A a 2 Th» 
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The Regions that lye beyond the River 
TanaiSj arc no Part of Scytbia. The firft Por- 
tion belongs to the Sauromatians ; who inhabit 
a Country of fifteen Days March from the far- 
theft Part of the Lake Maotis to the North- 
v/ard, deftitute of all kind of Trees, either wild 
or cultivated. The fecond is poflefs'd by the 
Budians;, abounding in Trees of all forts, and 
ending in a Defart of fevcn Days Journey : Next 
to v.^hich, and a little defleding to the Eaft- 
ward, the Tyflagetes inhabit ; who are afeparate 
People, very numerous, and living upon the Ve- 
nifon they take. The lyrcians are contiguous 
to thefe \ and poflefling another Part of the 
Country, fubfift alfo by hunting, in this Manner. 
Th'jy climb the Trees (which abound m all 
Places) and wait for the Game, attended by a 
Dog, and a, Horfe taught to lye down upon his 
Belly to prevent Difcovery. When the Hunter 
fees the Beaft from the Tree, he lets fly an Ar- 
row, mounts his Horfe, and purfues the Chacc 
with his Dog. The next Region to the Eaft- 
ward, is inhabited by Scythians, who feparating 
from the Royal Scythians, fettled themfelves 
therev Thus f?s Scytbia is a plain Country, and 
of a deep Soil : But the reft is rocky and un- 
even. After a long and difficult Pailage fix)m 
hence, arriving at the Foot of very high Moun- 
tains, Men difcover a certain People, who na- 
ixirally, both Men and Women, are bald from 
their Infancy. They have ftiort retorted Nofes, 
and great Chins; fjieak a peculiar Language; 
wear the Scythian Habit ; and feed upon the 
Frui^ of a Tree which they call Ponticon, 
equal to the Fig-tree in Bignefs, and bearing 
Fruit with a Kernel of the Shap# of a Bean. 

When 
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When this Fruit is ripe, they put it into a Prefs, 
and fijueeze out a thick and black Liquor, call*d 
Afchy, which they fuck, and drink mingled 
with Milk ; making Cakes of the Sediment, 
to ferve inftead of other Food : For they have 
few Cattle in thefe Parts, becaufe they are not 
induftrious. They fleep in the Winter under 
Trees, which are covered with a ftrong white- 
Cloth ; in the Summer without any other 
Covering than the Tree. No Man offers Vio- 
lence to this People ; for they are accounted 
facred, and have no warlike Weapon among 
them. They determine the Differences that 
arife among their Neighbours ; and whoever 
flies thither for Refuge, is permitted to live 
unmolefted. This bald People goes by the 
Name of Argippaeans. Their Coimtry has a 
wide Profped of all the Regions before men- 
tioned, and one may, without Difficulty, be in- 
. formed concerning them -, becaufe not only 
fome of the Scythians, but the Grecians, inha- 
biting the Ports of the Boryfihenes and of Fon^ 
tuSj >frequent thefe Parts. The Scythians arrive 
in this Goimtry, thro* feven different Languages, 
and by the help of feven forts of Interpreters. 
Thus far therefore things are known: But 00 
Man can fpeak with certainty of thofe Re- 
gions that are fituate beyond thefe bald Men, 
tor high and inacceffibic Mountains render the 
■Way impradticable. Yet they pnetemi that 
<iiofe Mountains are inhabited by Men who 
have Feet like Goats, which is to me incre- 
-dible: AiKi that beyond thofe Hills another 
People is found, who fleep continually the 
Space of fix Months -, which I can lefs admit 
lor true than the former. We certainly know 
A J> 5 3th*!: 
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that the Ifledonians inhabit to the Eaftwatd of 
this bald Nation. But whatever lies to the 
Northward, eitlier of the Argippaeans or \SoAxy 
nians, is utterly unknown, except only ftom 
what they are pleafed to tell us. 

The Ifledonians are (aid to obferve thcfc 
Cuftoms. When a Man's Father dies, all his 
Relations bring him Sheep; which, when they 
have facrific*d, and divided into Pieces, they 
likewife cut the Body •f his dead Parent into 
like Portions, and havjng mingled all this Flefli 
together, fit down to feaft. Then taking off 
the Hair, and cleanfing the Head, they gild the 
Skull, and annually celebrate magnificent Sacri'' 
fices to this Relick. Every Son performs thcfc 
Funeral-Rites to his Father, as a Grecian iblem-' 
nizes the Day of his Nativity. They add far* 
ther, that this Nation is likewife accountecljuft, 
and that the Women are not inferior ^ in Forti- 
tude to the Men. Thefe Coimtries are not un- 
known. But the Ifledonians affirm, that the 
Regions beyond them, are poflfefs^d by Men 
who have only one Eye, and by Grifi[ins that 
guard the Gold. The Scythians repeat thefe 
things from the Ifledonians, and we have them 
from the Scythians, who give the Name of 
Arimafpians to the People above-mention'd, bc^ 
caufe Arima^ in the Scythian Langus^e, figni- 
fics One^ and Spu an E^e. All this Country 19 
foiinfefted with ;CoId during the Winter, and 
Frofts fo exceflive for eight Months in the Year, 
that! if a Man pour Water on the Earth, he 
fhall not make Dirt, unlcfs he ftand by a Rre. 
Even the Sea freezes \ together with the 
whole Cimmerian Bofphorus\ in fuch a Manner, 
that the Scythians who live within the In-r 
2 p-^nchfnent^ 
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trenchment, lead their Armies, and drive their * 
Chariots over tlie Icq as % . as India. Eight 
Months their Winter ^ continues -, and the other 
four are more than ordinarily Cold \ the Cli- 
mate di|Fering from all others in this particular, 
that little or no Rain falls in the proper Seafon,. 
and tbat the Summer is inceflantly wet. Thun-; 
der is frequent in Summer-, but feldom heard 
at thofe Times when 'tis moft common in 
other Parts. If any happen in Winter, *tis taken 
for a Prodigy j and an Earthquake either in Sum- 
mer or Winter, is no lefs aftonifhing. Their 
Horfes are not affefted by the long continued 
Cold ; but their Mules and Afles are unable to 
refift the Beginnings of the Winter : Whereas in 
other Places, Horfes are ruln*d by that Cold, 
which Mules and Afles eafily bear. Thefe Win- 
ters feem to me to be the Caufe, why their Cows 
and Oxen have no Horns ; and the following 
Verfeof Homer ^ in his Odyfjes confirms my Opinion \ 

And Libyaj, where the Lambs have early Horns. 

Rightly intimating, that the Horns of Cattle 
(hoot fpeedily ' in hot Countries 5 for in thofe 
which are violwtly cold, they either cannot (hoot 
early, qr never grow to. any Bignefs. Thefl^ 
are the EfFefts of Cold iii Scythia : And becaufe 
I always prppos'd to myfelf to make fuch In- 
quiries, I mult not omit to mention my Surprize, 
that no Miiles are ii^ender'd in all the Territo- 
ries of jE//V, thp' the Climate be -no Way diftem- 
per'd with Cold, nor any vifible Caufe of this 
Defedt appear. The Eleans pretend they are 
.under thef Force of a Charm in this particular ; 
and therefore at the Times of Breeding, they 
A a 4 lead 
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lead thdr Marcs to fomc of the Parts adjacent ; 
where they caufe them to be covered by He- 
Afles, and after they have conceived, bring them 
Home again. Touching the Feathers, with 
which the Scythians fay the Air is fo fill*d 
that Men can neither fee nor pafs farther .upon 
the Continent, my Opinion is, that perpetual 
Snows fall in thofe Parts, tho* probably in 
lefs Quantity during the Summer than in Win- 
ter: And whoever has obferv'd great Abun- 
dance of Snow falling, will eafily compre- 
hend what I fay ; for the Snow is not un- 
like to Feathers. On this Account therefore, 
as I conjeAure, the Regions fituate to the 
Northward of that Continent, are uninhabit- 
ed ; and the Scythians with other ad^oyning 
People, imagine the Snow to be Feathers. 
But I have infifted long enough on thefo 
Reports, ^ 

Concern I NO the Hyperboreans, nothing 
is faid either by the Scythians or any other Na- 
tion that inhabit thofe Parts, except the Iflc- 
doniaps •, and as I think they fay little to the 
Purpofe, fo I am of Opinion the Scythians 
could inform us no l^etter than they have done 
of the People with one Eye: Hefiod indeed mo- 
tions the Hyperboreans, and Homer fpeaks of 
them in his Epigones^ if we may believe him to 
h^ve been the Author of thofe Verfes. But the 
Pelians fay much more about the Hyperboreans i 
affirming that their facred thin^ were tranfmit- 
ted to, Scytbia wrapp*d in a Bundle of Wheat- 
Straw, and from the Scythkns gradually advanc*d 
thro* the bordering T^ations ; 'till they pene- 
trated very far Weftward, and were received in 
4dria : JM frojii hence they travelW towards 
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the South, and that the Dodonaeans were the 
firft of all the Grecians who admitted them: 
That by this Way they defcended to the Gulph 
of Melts \ pafs*d into Euhce<iy and from thence 
thro* various Cities to Caryjius : That they were 
not introduced among the Andrians ; but that 
die Caryftians tranfported them to ^enuSj and 
the Tenians to Delos : In this Manner the De- 
lians fay they received thefe Rites. They add, 
that the Hyperboreans had firft fent two Vir- 
gins to carry thefe facred things abroad, and 
call them by the Names of Hyperoche and 
Laodice : That for their Security they appoint- 
ed five Citizens to accompany them, whofe 
Memory is to this Day in great Veneration 
among the Delians, and their Pmons known by 
the Title of Peripheries : But the Hyperboreans 
finding that none of thofe they had charged with 
thefe Orders, retum'd Home, were greatly 
difpleas'd ; and tying up their holy Things in a 
Bundle of Wheat-Straw, difpatch'd certain Per- 
fons to carry them into the next adjacent Coun- 
tries, and to exhort the Inhabitants to fend them 
forward to other Nations. And thus the Deli- 
ans fey thefe facred Rites were introduced, thro* 
many other Parts, into their Ifland. Something 
like thefe Myfteries, I have obferv*d among 
the Thracian and Paeonian Women, when they 
facrifice to Diana the RoyaL For they ne- 
ver celebrate thofe Cereriiiihies without ufing 
the Straw of Wheat, as I myfelf have feen, 
Thefe Hyperborean Vii^ins died in Delos^ 
and their Memory is honoured by the Delian 
Maids and young Men in this Manner. The 
Maids cut off a Lock of their Hair before Mar- 
fiapej which they wind about a DiftaflF, and 

dedicate 
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dedicate upon the Sepulchre of the Virgins, 
built within the Temple of Diana on the Jeft 
Hand of the Entrance, and covered by an O- 
live-tree. The young Men twift their Hair 
about a Tuft of Grafs, and confecrate it on the 
feme Monument: Such Veneration is paid to 
thefe Virgins by the Inhabitants of Delos. They 
likewife fay, that jirgis and Opts two other 
Hyperborean Virgins landed at DeUs in the 
iame Age, before Hyperocbe and Laodice : That 
thefe laft came only to make an Acknowledg- 
ment to Lucina for a fpeedy Delivery; but 
that Argis and Opis arrived with the Gods, »id 
were honoured by the Delians with great So- 
lemnities -, for the Women aflembling together 
fing a Hymn to their Pnufe composed by Olen 
the Lycian, which the lonians and lilanders af- 
terwards learnt to perform in the fame Manner: 
That the Names 01 Argis and Opisure frequently 
repeated in the Hymn, and that this Lycian was 
the Author of other ancient Compoiitions which 
are fung in Delos : That the Aihes of the Sacrifi- 
ces burnt on the Altar are thrown upon their 
Sepulchre, which ftands behind the Temple of 
Diandy facing %o thjp EJaft, and adjoyning to the 
Refecftory of .the;Cf6ians, And thw I thmk fuf- 
ficient to fay concerning the Hyperboreans. For 
I fhall not mention the Fable of Abarisy who, 
they fay, was of that Country, and, without 
eating, carried an Arrow thro* all the Parts pf 
the World.. Yet ,if. there be any Hyperboreans, 
lying fo far to the Northward, We m^y as w:ell 
prefume there are other Hyperauflxalian People 
inhabiting to the Southward. And heire I cannot 
forbear Laughter, when I confider how many 
Men have defcr;b'4.. tibie CirQUjtnfQrencje of the 
. ■ , Earth 
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Earth with6ut any kind of Judgment ; pretend- 
ing that the Ocean furrounds the whole ; that 
the Earth is r6und as a Ball ; and that Europe 
is eaual in Extent to Jfia. I ihall therefore 
briefly difcovcr the Dimenfions of each Part, 
and give a juft Defcription of their Form. The 
Countries inhabited by the Perfians, and extend- 
ing Southward, are bounded by the Red Sea ; 
to the Northward they have the Medcs;: then 
the Sapirians, and beyond thefe the Colchi- 
ans, whofe Country reaches to the North Sea, 
into which- the River Phafis runs. 'Thefe four 
Nations poflefs whatever lies between thofe 
Seas. To the Weftward, two Trads of Land 
lye extended along the Shore, which I ftiall de- 
fcribe. One of thefe, beginning at the River 
Phafis^ defccnds Northward to the Sea by the 
Way of Pontus and the Hellefpont^ down tb the 
Trojan Sigaum j and is extended to the South- 
ward from the Gulph of Mariandynia^ which 
borders upon Phccniciay to the Promontory of 
Triopis. This Region is inhabited by thirty 
feveral Nations. The other begins among the 
Perfians and reaches to the. Red Sea y compre- 
hending Ukewife Affyria^ and teraiinating in the 
Gulph of Arabia : Which could, not have been, 
if Darius had not introduced the Nile by Ca- 
nals into that Sea. The Countries that lye be- 
tween the Perfians and Phoenicians are fpaciou3 
and of great Extent. From Ph^nida the fome 
Coaft ftretches along the Sea by the PaUftine 
Syria and Mgypt \ terminates there, and con- 
tains only -three Nations. .: Thefe Regions are 
fituate in Afia^ from Perfia to the Weftward ; 
-and thofe that lye. beyond the Perfians, Medes, Sa- 
pirians En4 ^olchians, are -bounded on the Eaft 

by 
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by the R^d Sea and on the North by the Caf- 
fiatiy and the River Araxes^ which flows to- 
wards the Riling Sun. All Afia is inhabited 
even to India : But beyond India whatever lies 
to the Eaftward, is Defart, or utterly unknown. 
Such, and To great is Afia. Libya is in ano^ 
ther Region, and begins where A&gypt termi- 
nates. In this Fart the Country is narrow ; and 
no more than a hundred thoufand Rod, or one 
thousand Stades, are computed from the M- 
gyptian to the Red Sea. Beyond thefe Streights, 
the Coaft opens, and becoming vaftly fpacious 
is call'd Libya. I admire therefore as thofe 
who have made the Divifion and Separation 
of Europe^ Libya^ and Afia ; becaufe the Difpro- 
portion is great. For tho* Eurtfpe exceed the 
other in Length ; yet in Breadth it is not com- 
parable to either. Libya is furrounded by the 
Sea, except in that Part which borders upon 
Afia : And this Difcovery was firft made by Ne- 
€us King of jEgypt ; who after he had defift- 
«d from opening the Channel, that conveys the 
Waters of the Nile into the Arabian Gulph, fiir- 
fiiih'd certain Phoenicians with Ships, in order 
to pafs by the Columns of Hercules into the 
^Northern Sea, and then to return to Mgypt. 
Thefe Men fet fail from the Red Sea, and en- 
tring into the Southern Sea, went aihore in IJ- 
hya about the Time of the Autumnal Equinox, 
and having fow'd the Land in what Part foever 
they arrived, waited the Time of Harveft, and 
when they had cut the Com, put to Sea a- 
gain. After they had fpent two Years in their 
Voyage, they pafe*d by the Colunms of Hercu- 
ies,'m the tWrd ; and returning to A&gypt, rela- 
ted % thbg which I cannot believe, tho' per- 
i • bapt 
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haps others may; afErmtiig, that as they faird 
round the Coaft of Libydy they had the Sun on 
their right Hand. And in this Manner Ubya 
was firft difcovcr'd. Since that Time, the Car- 
thaginians fay, that Satafpes the Son of Teafpes 
one of the Achaemenian Blood, was fent with 
Orders to fail round Ubya^ and did not finifli 
his Enterprize : But tir*d with the Length of 
the Voyage, and the inhofpitable Defarts, re- 
turned Home without accomplifhing this La- 
bour 5 which was impos'd upon him by his Mo- 
ther, for forcing a Virgin, who was Daughter 
to Zopyrus the Son of Megabyfus. Xerxes had 
condemned him to be impaPd for this Crime: But 
his Mother, who was Sifter to Darius ^ fav*d him 
from that Death, by afliiring the King fhe would 
inflid a greater Punifhment upon her Son, 
than he had appointed ; by enjoyning him to 
furround the Cbaft of LibyUy till he fliould 
arrive in the Gulph of Arabia. Xerxes accept- 
ed her Propofition, and Satafpes departed into 
^gypt : Where, having furniih'd himfelf with 
Ships and Men, he fet fail; and pafling by 
the Pillars of Hercules^ doubled the Libyan 
Cape of Syloisy and fteer'd to the Southward. 
But after he had been many Months at Sea, 
and found many more would be neceflary to 
finifh his Voyage, he difcontinued his Courfe, 
and returned to Mgypt. From thence he went 
to Xerxes^ and told him he had faiPd very 
far, and feen a N.ation 'of little Men cloath'd 
in the Phoenician Habit, who upon the Ap- 
proach of his Ships left their Cities, and fled 
to the Mountains; that he had indeed taken 
fome Provifions m their Country ; but had not 
done them any other Injury. Then, to excufe 

himfelf 
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himfclf for not performing his Voyage, he al- 
ledg'd that his Ships became immoveable, and 
hindred him from proceeding farther. But 
Xerxes not believing what he faid, put the for- 
mer Sentence in Execution, and commanded 
him to be impaPd, becaufe he had not accom«- 
pli(h*d the Enterprize impofed on him : Upon 
which the Eunuch of Satafpes hearing of his 
Matter's Death, ran away with great Riches to 
Santos ; where a certain Samian, whofe Name I 
forbear to mention, defrauded him of all. 

Much of Afia was difcover'd in the Reign 
of Darius. For that King being defirous to 
know in what Part the InduSy which is the 
fecond River that produces Crocodiles, runs 
into the Sea, fent Scylax of Caryanda with o- 
thers of approved Fidelity to make the DiA 
covery. Accordingly they departed in divers 
Ships from Cafpatyrus and the Territories of 
TaStya •, feil'd down the River Eaftward to 
the Sea, and then altering their Courfe towards 
the Weft, arriv'd in the thirtieth Month at 
that Place where the King of jEgypt had caufed 
the Phoenicians I mentioned before to embark, 
in order to furround the G)aft of Libya. After 
this Voyage, Darius fubdued the Indians, and 
became Matter of that Sea. By which Means, 
without accounting thofe Regions that are fi- 
tuate in the Eattern Parts, the rett of Afia is 
known to be equal in Extent to Libya. But 
Europe has not been fully difcovered by any 
Man ; and we have no Account whether it be 
bounded on the North and Eatt fides by the Sea, 
or not : Only we know that in Length 'tis not 
unequal to the other Parts. And I cannot com- 
prehend with what Reafon Men have impos'd 

three 
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three diftinft Names upon the Earth, which is 
but one ; and thofe properly the Names of Wo- 
men; fome limiting this arbitrary Divifion by 
the -ffilgyptian Nile^ and the Colchian Phajisi 
and others by the River of Tanais, the Lake 
Maotis^ and the Cimmerian Bofphorus. Nor could 
I ever learn by what Perfons thefe Names were 
imposed, arid from what Original they were de- 
rived. The moft prevailing Opinion among the 
Grecians is, that Libya was fo calPd from a 
Woman of that Name and Country j and AJia 
from the Wife of Prometheus. But the Lydi- 
ans put in a Claim to the laft, and fay that AJia 
had its Name from AJius the Son of Cotys^ and 
Grandfon to Maneus^ and not from Afta the 
Wife of Prometheus -, alledging for a Proof of 
their Aflertion, that they have a Tribe in Sardis 
which goes under the Name of the Afian Tribe. 
In Conclufion, no Man knows whether Europe 
be furrounded by the Sea ; nor from whence 
that Name was deriv'd. Neither are we more 
certdn who was the firft Impofer; unlefs we 
will fay that the Tyrian Europa gave her Name 
to that Region, which, like the reft, before her 
Time had none. Befides, we are fure Ihe was 
of AJia^ and never came into thofe Parts which 
are now call'd Europe by the Grecians ; but ar- 
rived in Crete from Phoenicia^ and from thence 
fail'd to Libya. Thus having reported the com- 
mon Opinions, I fhall fay no more concerning 
thefe things. 

All the Nations that border on the Eu>:in 
Seaj are extremely ignorant, except the Scythi- 
ans, againft whom Darius was preparing to make 
War: And we have nothing to fay touching the 
Wifdom of any of thofe People -, nor ever heard 

of 
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of any learned Man among them, Anacbarfi^ and 
other Scythians only excepted. But in Scytbia 
one thing is obferv*d more prudently contrived 
than in any other Nation we know. For who* 
ever enters their Country, can never make his 
Efcape ; neither are the Scythians ever to be 
found, unlefs they are willing; becaufe they 
have no Citiesj nor inclosed Places ; but every 
Man has a moveable Houfe ; and fights on 
Horfeback, arm*d with a Bow and Arrows. 
They have not their SubfiHence from the 
Plow, but from the Cattle, and ufe C^ts in- 
ftead of Houfes. If thefe things were not 
ib, they would be an eafy Conqueft, and un- 
able to make Refiftance. The Situation of 
their Country, which is Level, and the Fre- 
quency of their Rivers, have greatly contri* 
buted to thefe Advant^es. For the Soil is rich 
and well water'd ; and the Rivers are almoft as 
numerous as the Canals of Mgypt. Of thefe the 
mod celebrated, and mod navigable from the 
Sea, are, the Ifter^ the Tiyres^ the Hypanis^ the 
Bory/ihenesy the Panticapes^ the Hypacyrisj the 
Gerrhus and the Tanais. The Ifier is the great- 
eft of all Rivers we know, flowing wi3i an 
equal Stream both in Summer and Winter, and 
defcends from the Weftward into Scytbia. This 
River becomes fo great by the Addition of many 
other Waters. In the firft Place, five fede- 
ral Rivers pafling thro* Scytbia^ contribute to 
fwell its Stream. The firft of thefe is by the 
Scythians calPd Poratay and by the Grecians JPjr^- 
ton. The other four go under the Names of 9lEa- 
rantusy Ararusy Naparisy and Ordijfus. Th& Pora* 
/^ is a confiderable River ; and running towards 
the Eaft, flows into the J/icTy, The Ttarantus is 

kfs> 
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nnd deflecfts rather to the Weftward: The 
u4rarus^ Naparis^ 2,nd Ordijfus, pafs between 
both*, and fall likewife into the fame River. All 
thefe arc properly Scythiaii Rivers ; but the 
Maris defcends frbm the Agathyrfians, and 
mixes With the fame Stream. The jiflas^ the 
idurasj Ind the Tibejisj three great Rivers rifing 
in the Mountains of Hamus^ and defcending 
Northward *, befides the Athres^ Noes^ and 
AtarneSi^ which pafs thro* Thrace and the "Thra^ 
tian Crobyaians ; and the River Cius^ beginning 
in the Pseonian and Rhodopean Hills, and flow- 
ing thro' the midft of Hamus : All thefe like- 
wife difcharge their Waters into the I/ier. In 
like Manner the AngruSj a River of Ulyria^ 
flowing towards the North, arid croflirig the 
Plains of Traballis^ enters into the Bfongus i and 
both thefe, confiderable in themfelves, are re- 
ceived together by the River JJier. And laftly, 
from the Regions that are fituate above the Um- 
bricians, two other Rivers^ which go by the 
Names of Cdrpis and Alpis^ defcending to the 
Northward, fall into the fame Stream. . The 
JJier rifes in the Country of the Celtes, whb^ 
with the Cynetes, inhabit the remoteft PSarts ot 
Europe to the Weftward, and traverfing all the 
European Regbns, enters obliquely into thef 
Borders of Scythia. And thus, by the Addition 
of the Walters I have mentioa'd, with the Con- 
tributions of divers other StreamSj the Jft^r be-s 
comes the greateft of all Rivers. But if. w^ 
compai^ the Waters of the Niki with fhofe that 
properly belong to the Iftefi we fhall find thib 
former much fuperior in Quantity ^ becaufe. fta 
River ot Fountain enters into the Nile^ nor; con»^ 
tributes any thing to its Increafe* The IJler is 

Bb of* 
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of equal Height in Summer and in Winter, for 
this ReaTon, as I conjefture. The Rains of 
Wnter, tho* moderate, raife the Ifter to its foil 
Height, or rather fomewhat higher than ordi- 
nary ; and in Summer the Snows, which never 
&1 to cover the Country during the Winter- 
Scafon, melting and running down from all 
Parts, together with copious and frequent Rains, 
keep the River foil: And, tho' more Water 
falls into the Ifter in Summer than in Winter, yet 
the Sun in compenfation exhaling a great Fart 
of that Moifture, renders the Stream, in a 
Manner, eaual in both Seafons. The &A Ri- 
ver then or Scythia is the Ifter. The fccond is 
the TyreSy which comes from the North, ifliiing 
out of a vaft Lake, and feparates Scythia from 
Nebris. At the Mouth of this River certain 
Grecians inhabit, who, for that Reafon, arc 
caird Tyrites. The third is the Hypanis^ dc- 
fcending likewife from a great Lake in Scythia^ 
which IS defervedly nam'd the Mother of that 
Riven Great Numbers of wild Horfes, white 
of Colour, are feen grazing about the Borders 
of this Lake. The Qianel of the Hypanis is 
narrow, and the Water fweet, during the Na- 
vigation of five Days ; but then becomes horribly 
bitter, and fo continues for four Days Voyage 
down to the Sea. This EfFedi: is caus'd by the 
Bittemeis of a Spring ; fmall indeed, yet fo very 
iHtter, as to infed the Hypanis ; which never4 
thelefs is equal to moft odier Rivers in BigneTs* 
This Spring fifes in the Borders of the Scyihian 
Huibandmen and Alazons, and from tha£..Part 
of the Country is call*d by the Name of Exam* 
p^etui which, in the Grecian Language, fignif 

/' ' \ ■ • . KSf 
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fies, ^e facred TFays. The Tyres and Hypanis 
run near together, along the Territories of th6 
Alazons, and then feparating, leave a wide 
iSpace between each Chanel. The Boryfibenes^ 
which is the fourth and greateft River of Scytbia^ 
after the Ifter^ furpaffes, iil my Opinion, not 
only the reft of the Scythian Rivers^ but all 
others, except the ^Egyptian Nile\ to which 
hone may juftly be comparM. This noble Ri- 
ver renders the adjoyning Lands beautiful, iand 
abounding in Pafture for the Cattle; affords 
great Variety of exquifite Fifh, and Water of 
ia moft pleafant Tafte. The Streams are puW 
and limpid, tho* paffing thro* a rich Soil \ and 
the bordering Plains produce excellent Cornj 
with Plenty of Grafs in the Places which are 
left uncultivated. At the Mouth of this River 
•abundance of Salt is inceflantly made by the 
Hand of Nature ; and a fort of Whale is taken j 
of great Bignefsj and without any fpinbus 
Bones; which the Scythians ufe to fait, and 
call by the Name of Antacaeus. So much df^ 
the Bory/ihenes is known, as may be navigated 
in a Voyage of forty Days, from the North to 
the Country of Gerrhus : But no Man can affirm 
any thing certain concerning the remoter Parts^ 
thro' which this River panes: Probably they 
are uninhabited Defarts, down to the Regions 
of the Scythian Hufbandmenj that lie extended 
ialong the River during a Sail of ten Days^, 
The Head of the Boryfibenes^ as well as that of 
the Nile^ is unknown to me^ and, I think^ to 
all other Grecians. This River, and the fiypa^ 
nisj joyn at a little Diftance from the Sea^ and 
difcharge their Waters together. The Space thaj 
lies between the two Streams^ is Call'd the Pror 
B b t.^ montefy 
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montory of Hyppoleon^ in which a Temple dedi- 
cated to Ceres is built, and beyond that Temple 
the Boryfthcnians inhabit the Country to the 
River Hypanis. But we have faid enough of 
thefe. The fifth River is the Panticapes^ which ^ 
alfo defcends from the North, and out of a Lake; ^ 
and between this River and the Boryfthenes^ 
the Country is inhabited by Scythian Husband- 
men. The Panticapes enters into Hyl^ea^ and 
paffing quite through that Region, mixes with 
the Borylthenes. The Hypacaris is the fixth 
River; which beginning in a Lake, traverfes 
the Country of the Scythian Herdfmen ; and 
then clofing the Borders of HyUa on the right, 
together with that Place, which is caird the 
Race of Achilles^ rolls into the Sea at the City 
of Carcinitis. The feventh is the Gerrbus ; 
which, by a Country of the fame Name, is 
feparated from the Boryfthenes^ in thofe Parts 
where this River begins to be known ; dividing 
the Territories of the Herdfmen from thofe of 
the Royal Scythians, and then falling into the 
Hypacaris. The eighth River is the Tanais^ ori- 
ginally defcending from a great Lake, and enter- 
ing into another yet greater, calPd Maotis^ 
which feparates the Royal Scythians and the 
Sarmatians. The River Hygris runs into the 
Tanais ; and all thefe celebrated Rivers ferve 
for the Ufe and Defence of Scythia. The 
Grafs that grows in this Country is the moft 
bitter of any we have feen, as Experience ftiews 
at the opening of the Cattle. Such are the 
moft confiderable Advantages of the Scythians. 
Their Cuftoms and religious Ceremonies arc 
cftablifh*d in this Manner. They worfhip no 
other Gods than thefe. In the firft Place.^^tf^ 
♦ who 



MELPOMENE. 373 

who IS their principal Deity : Then Jupiter \ and 
the Earth, which is accounted his Wife : Afttif 
them Apollo -, Venus^ Urania ; Hercules^ and Mars. 
All thefe are generally acknowledged : But thofe 
who go under the Name of Royal Scythians, 
facrifice likewife to Neptune. Vefta^ in the 
Scythian Langxiage is calPd Tahiti : Jupiter is, 
in my Opinion, rightly nam'd Papaus : The 
Earth Apia: Apollo Oetofyrus : The Celeftial 
Venus Artimpafa^ and Neptune Thamimafades. 
They erefl: no Images, Altars, or Temples, to 
any other God, except Mars alone. Their Sa- 
crifices are performed in all Temples alike, with- 
V_out Variation, and in this Manner. The Ani- 
mal is led out, and after they have tied his Fore- 
feet together, he who facrifices (landing behind 
him, foft takes off the Band, then ftrikes the 
Viftim, and as he falls, invokes the God they 
worfhip. This done, he throws a Halter about 
his Neck, and ftraining the Cord with a Stick, 
ftrangles him; without kindling any Fire, or 
offering either firft Fruits or Libations. When 
he hath performed this Office, and taken off the 
Skin from the Body, he immediately applies 
himfelf to drefe the Flefh. But becaule the 
Country is very ill fiirnifh'd with Wood, the 
Scythians have found out this Contrivance. 
When they have fky*d the Vidim, they ftrip, 
the Bones, and put the Flefh into Pots, made 
in Scytbia, and refembling thofe of Lesbos in 
Form, though not altogether fo large. Then 
making a Fire of the Bones, they boil the Flefh 
of the Animal. If they have no Pot at Hand, 
they throw all the Fleih into the Paunch, with 
a competent Quantity of Water, and burn the 
Bones underneath. So this Fire being abunr 
B b 3 • dantly 
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dandy fufficicnt for the Purpofc, and the Paunch 
cafily containing all the Meat feparated from 
the Bones, the Ox, and all other Cattle us*d in 
their Sacrifices,* fiimifti all things neceflary to 
boil themfelves. When the Flem is fufficiently 
prepar*d, he that iacrifices, in the firft Place, 
makes an Offering of Part of the Meat and 
Inteftines, which he throws out before him. 
They make ufe of divers forts of Cattle in thefe 
Sacrifices, but chiefly of Horfes: And this b 
the Form of their Oblations to all the Gods 
they worihip, except only Jkferj ; who,, accord- 
ing to an ancient Cuftom, has an Altar in every 
Diftria, built in the following manner. A 
great Quantity of fmaU Wood, tied up in 
Bundles, is brought together, and placM upon 
three Stades of Land, covering the whole 
Ground both in Length and Breadth ; but not 
of a proportionable Height. The Top is qua- 
drangular-, three of the Sides perpendicular, 
and the fourth a gradual Declivity, and eafy Ac- 
cefs. One hundred and fifty Loads of Fagots 
are annually brought to this Place ; becaufe manv 
are putrificd by 3ie Winter. On each of thdte 
Heaps an old Scymeter of Iron is ereded, which 
they call the Image of Marsy and honoxir with 
yearly Sacrifices of Horfes and other Cattle,, in 
greater Abundance than they oflTer to the reft 
of their Gods. They likewife facrifice to this 
Deity every hundredth Man of the Prifoners 
they take from their Enemies : But in a difife- 
rent Manner firom the Offerings they make of 
other Animals. For after they have pour*d a 
Libation of Wine on the Head of the Prifbner, 
they cut his Throat over a Bowl, and then 
afcending the Heap pf Faggots^ wMh the Sword 
• I with 
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With his Blood. This they do at the Top of the 
Altar: And below, after they have kilPd the 
Man on the iacred Place, they cut off his right 
Arm by the Shoulder -, which they throw into 
the Air, and leave on the Ground where it falls. 
Thus the Body lies in one Part, and the Arm in 
another. When they have performed thefe and 
other Ceremonies, they depart. And iuch ait 
the Sacrifices inftituted by the Scythiansl. They 
make no Ufe of Swine, nor will luffer any to be 
kept in their Country. 

Th e Military Affairs of Scytbia are order'd in 
this Manner. Every Scythian drinks the Blood 
of the firft Prifoner he takes, and prefents the 
King with the Heads of the Enemies he has 
kill'd in Fight. For if he brings a Head, he 
is intituled to a Share of the Booty, otherwife 
not. They flay thefe Heads by cutting a Qr- 
cle rotmd the Neck clofe under the Ears ; and 
ftripping off the Skin, as they would do that 
of an Ox: Then they foften the Skin with 
their Hands; and thefe Skirts thus prepared 
ferve inftead of Napkins, hanging on the 
Bridles of their Horfes when they ride. He 
who has the greater Number of thefe, thinks 
beft of himfelf, and is accounted the moft va- 
liant Man. Many Scythians clothe themfelves 
with the Skins of Men few*d together, as others 
with the Skins of Beafts ; and frequently ftrip- 
ping the right Hands of the Enemies they 
kave kilPd, extend thofe Skins with their 
Nails, and ufe them foi* Coverings to their 
Quivers. For the Skin of a Man is thick, and 
ot a brighter white, than that of any other Ani- 
mal. Many take off the Skins of Men intire, 
and cany them about on Hor&b^k ftittch*d oiit 
B b 4 upoa 
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upon a Board. Thefe Ufages are received among 
the Scythians. Yet they are not accuftom'd 
to ufe all Heads alike ; for thofe of their great- 
eft Enemies are treated in the following Man- 
ner. They cut off the whole Face from the 
Eye-brows downwards, and haying cleans'd the 
reft, if they are poor, they content themfelves 
to cover the Skull with Leather : But the Rich, 
befides thi3 Covering qf Leather, guild the in- 
fide with Gold ; and thefe ferve inftead of Cups 
for their Drink. They, do the fame to their 
familiar Friends ; if upon any difpute they 
conquer them in the Prefence of the King. 
When they entertain any Stranger of Confide- 
ration, they fhew him thefe Heads, and rela- 
ting the injurious Ufage they received from 
their Friends, together with the Vidtory they 
obtained, value themfelves much upon thefe 
Aftions. Every Provincial Govemour provides 
a Veffel of Wine once a Year in his own Pro- 
vince, to treat all thofe Scythians who have 
kill'd Enemies : Whilft thofe who have not 
performed any fuch Exploit, lit at a Diftance 
with fhame, and are not permitted to tafte the 
Liquor ; which is accounted a great Difgrace : 
But they who have kill'd many Men, drink 
out of two Cups, which they bring with them. 
The Scythians abound in Prophets, whp di- 
vine by Rods of Willow in the following Man- 
ner. They coUeA great Bundles of thefe Twigs; 
which they lay down, and open on the Ground. 
Then feparating the whole Parcel one from 
the other, they begin to utter their Predicfti- 
.ons, and whilft they are yet fpeaking, gather 
up th^ Rods again, and tye rfiem in Faggots 
as before. This Way of Divination is origi- 
nally 
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nally Scythian ; but the Enarians and Andro- 
gynes pretend that Venus gave them the Power 
of predidbing by the Bark of a Lime-tree, which 
they fplit in three Places ; and tearing the 
Parts afunder with their Fingers, pronounce 
the Oracle. When the King of Scythia is fick, 
he fends for three of the moft famous of thefe 
Prophets ; and they generally tell him, that 
fome Scythian, whom they name, has per- 
jured himfelf, in fwearing falfly by the Roy- 
al Throne. For that is the Oath which the 
Scythians fwear, when they would affirm a 
thing with the greateft Solemnity. The Per- 
fon accus'd is prefently feiz'd, arid brought into 
the King's Prcfence ; where the Prophets charge 
him with Perjury, and pretend to have dif- 
cover'd by their Art, that he has fworn falfly 
by the Throne, and fo brought this Diftem- 
per upon the King. If he deny the Fad, and 
compkin of the Injury, the King fends for a 
double Number of Prophets : And in Cafe they 
confirm the former Judgment after they have 
performed the ufual Ceremonies, the Man im- 
mediately lofes his Head, and the firfl three 
divide his Riches among themfelves. But if 
they judge him innocent, m6re and more of thefe 
Diviners are call'd ; and if he is at lafl acquitted 
by a Plurality of Voices, thofe who firfl accus'd 
him are condemned to dye ; and the Sentence is 
executed in this Manner. When they have laid 
a great Quantity of fmall Wood upon a co- 
vered Cart drawn by Oxen, they tye the Pro- 
phets Hand and Foot •, flop their Mouths, and 
place them clofe together on the midfl of the 
Faggots: Then fetting fire to the Pile, and 
terrifying the Oxen with loud Exclamations, 

they 



378 HERODOTUS, Book IV. 

they withdraw. Many of thefe Beafts are con- 
iiimM with the Diviners, and many efcape half 
burnt, by running away after the Axle-tree £dl5 
afiinder. In this Manner, and fometimes for 
other Reafons, they burn thefe Men, and call 
them felfc Prophets. The King never (pares 
tbe Sons of thofe he puts to Death ; but de- 
ftroying all the Males, faves only the Female 
Children. 

The Scythians in thdr AlUances and Con- 
trafts ufe the following Ceremonies with all 
Men. They pour Wine into a large Earthen 
Vcflel, and mingle it with Blood taken from 
thofe who are to fwear, by making a flight 
Wound in their Flefh with a Knife or Sword. 
When they have done this, they dip a Scymeter, 
ibme Arrows, a Bill, and a Javelin in the Vcflel 5 
and after many Imprecations, the Perfons ap- 
pointed to conclude the Agreement^ with the 
moft confiderablc Men there Prefent, drink off 
the Liquor. The Sepulchres of the Kings are 
in the Country of the Gerrhians, where the 
Boryjihenes is firfl: known to be navigable. When 
their King dies, they dig a great Hole in the 
Ground, of a quadrangular Form, and having re- 
ceived the Body covered with Wax, they open 
and cleanfc the BeUy, filling the ^xice with 
bruis*d Cyprefs, Incenfe, Seeds of Parfley, and 
Anis: And after they havfc fow'd up the Belly 
again, they carry the Body in a Chariot to a- 
nother Province •, where, thofe who receive it 
imitate the Royal Scythians in the following 
Cuftom. They cut off Part of one Ear ; fhave 
their Heads ; wound themfelves on the Arms» 
Forehead, and Nofe ; and pierce the left Hand 
with an Arrow. Having done thus, they ac» 

company 
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company the Chariot to another Diftrift; and 
this Manner is obferv'd in every Province ; till 
having carried the dead Body of .the King thro* all 
his Dominions, they bury him in the Country of 
the Gerrhians, who inhabit the remoteft Parts of 
the Kingdom. Here they lay him in the SepuK 
chre, upon a Bed eneompafs'd on all fides with 
Spears; which they cover with Timber, and 
fpread a Canopy over the whole Monument. In 
the Spaces that remain vacant, they place one of 
the King's Concubines ftrangled ; with a Cup- 
bearer j a Cook 5 a Groom; a Waiter-, a 
Meflenger -, certain Horfes ; and fome of all 
things neceflary. To thefe they add Cups of 
Gold; becaufe Silver and Brafs are not ufed 
^mong them. This done, they throw up the 
Earth with great Diligence, and endeavour to 
raife the Mound as high as poffibly they can. 
After a Year is expired, they perform thefe 
things farther. They chufe fuch Servants as 
they judge moft ufefiil, out of the King's 
Houfhold; which confifts wholly of native 
Scythians. For the King takes thofe that pleafe 
Jiim beft, and is never ferv'd by Men bought 
with Money, Thefe Officers being fifty iii 
Number, they flrangle; and with them fif- 
ty beautiful Horfes -, and after they have emp- 
tied and cleans'd their Bellies, they fill them 
with Straw, and fow them up again. Then 
they lay two Planks of a femicircular Form 
upon four Pieces of Timber, plac'd at a conve- 
nient Diftance, with the half Circle upwards ; 
^nd when they have erefted a fufficient Num- 
ber of thefe Machines, they fet the Horfes upon 
them, fpitted with a flrong Pole quite thro' the 
Body to the Neck : And thus one Semicircle 

fupports 
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fupports the Shoulders of the Horfe, the other 
his Flank, and his Legs are fufpended in the 
Air. After this they bridle the Horfes, and 
hanging the Reins at full Length upon Pofts e- 
refted to that End, mount one of the fifty young 
Men they have ftrangled, upon each Horfe, 
and fix him in the Seat, by driving a flraight 
Stick upwards from the End of the back Bone 
to his Head, and fattening the loweft Part of 
that Stick in an Aperture of the Beam that 
^its the Horfes. Then placing thefe HoHe- 
pien quite round the Monument, they all de- 
port. And this is the Manner of the King's 
Funeral. But when any other Scythian dies, 
his neareft Relations carry him about in a Cha- 
riot among his Friends ; who receive and en- 
tertain the whole Company, in their Turn, 
fetting the fame things before the dead Man as 
before the reft. In this Manner all private 
Men are carried about forty Days, before they 
are buried : And thofe who have affifted at 
thefe Funerals, purify themfelves thus. When 
they have cleans'd and wafh'd their Heads, they 
fet up three Pieces of Timber leaning to each 
other, and laying a good Number of Woolen- 
Bags clofe together, throw burning Stones in- 
to a hollow Space left in the midft of the Wood 
and Bags. In this Country a fort of Hemp 
grows, very like to Flax \ only longer and thick- 
er ; and much more excellent than ours, whe- 
ther fow'd or produc'd by Nature. The Thra- 
cians cloath themfelves with Garments made of 
this Hemp; fo well refembling Flax, that a 
Man muft have great Experience in thofe Ma- 
terials to diftinguifh one from the other : And hq 
who had never k^xi this Hemp, would think 

their 
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their Cloaths were wrought out of Flax. The 
Scythians put the Seeds of this Hemp under the 
Bags, upon the burning Stones ; and immedi- 
ately a more agreeable Vapour is emitted than 
from the Incenfe burnt in Greece. The Com- 
pany extremely tranfported with the Scent, howl 
aloud i and this Manner of Purification ferves 
inftead of waftiing : For they never bath* their 
Bodies in Water. But their Wives grinding the 
Wood of Cyprefs, Cedar, and Incenfe upon 
a rough Stone, and infufing the Powder in Wa- 
ter, compound a thick Subftance, which they 
fpread over all the Parts of the Body and Face. 
This Compofitidn is taken ofF the next Day, 
and renders the Women fweet, ftiining, and 
clean. They ftudioufly avoid the Ufe of any 
other Cuftoms than their own ; not admit- 
ting even thofe of their Scythian Neighbours ; 
and are particularly averfe to thofe of the 
Grecians, as the Examples of AnacharJiSy and 
afterwards of Scyles^ fufficiently demonftrate. 
For AnacharftSy after he had view'd many Coun- 
tries, and acquired great Wifdom failing thro* the 
Hellefpont in his Return to Scythia^ and landing 
at CyzicuSj found the Inhabitants of that Place 
celebrating a Feftival to the Mother of the Gods 
with great Solemnity; and made a Vow to 
the Goddefe, that if he retum'd in Health and 
Safety to his own Country, he would facrifice 
in the feme Manner he found praftis'd by the 
Cyzicenians, and introduce the nofturnal Cere- 
monies. Accordingly when he arrived in Scy-* 
thia^ he went privately into the Country of Hy-^ 
laa^ fituate near the Race of Achilles ^ and aboun- 
ding in Trees of all kinds. There he fully per- . 
form'd all the Rites of the Goddefs j holding 
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a Timbal in his Hand before \ht Images ]>e had 
hung in the Trees. But a certain Scythiatt obfcrv- 
ing what he was doing, difcover'd the whole 
Matter to King Saulius •, who coming to the 
Place, and feeing Anacharfis thus employ'dj drew 
his Bow and kill'd him on the Spot. Yet if any 
Man queftion the Scythians concerning Ana- 
charfi^y they prefently lay they know nothing of 
him ; becaufe he traveird into Greece^ and af- 
feded foreign Cuftoms. Neverthelefs I have 
been informed by Timnes the Guardian of Spar-i' 
gapytbesy that Anacbanfis was Uncle to Indathyr^ 
Jus King of Scytbia Son to Gnurus and Grand- 
fon of Lycus the Son of Spargapytbes : And if 
he was of that Family, he was kill*d by his own 
Coufin German : For Indatbyrfus was the Soil 
of Saulius^ and Saulius killed Anacbarfis. But I 
had a different Account from the Peloponnefians ) 
who faid, that Anacbarfis was fent abroad by 
the King of Scytbia ; that he became a IXfci- 
ple of the Grecians ; and at his Return told 
the King, that all the Grecians were employed 
in acquiring Knowledge, except the Lacedae- 
monians, who only ftudied how to give and 
receive with Prudence: But this is a Fi<Jti- 
on contriv'd in Greece ; and Anacbarfis was in- 
deed kill'd in the Manner I have moition'd; 
be^ufe he afFeded foreign Cuftoms, and had 
conversed with the Grecians. Many Years af- 
ter this Event, Scyks the Son of AripUbes King 
of Scytbia^ met with the like Fate. Aripitbes 
was the Father of many other Children i But 
he had Scyles by an Iftrian, not a Scythian Wo- 
man. His Mother inftrufted him in the Grc* 
cian Language and Letters ; and when, after 
fome Time Aripithes was killed by the Fraud o^ 

Sparga^ 
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Spargapytbes King of the Agathyrfians, Scyles 
took Pofleffion of the Kingdom, and married 
Op^a his Father's Wife, a Native of Scytbia^ 
and Mother of Oricus^ another Son of Aripitbes. 
But tho* Scyles was King of the Scythians, he 
diflik*d the Cuftoms of Scythia ; and much ra- 
ther inclining to the Grecian Manners, in which 
^hc had been educated from his Infancy, he con~ 
triy'd this Invention. Leading the Scythian Ar- 
my to the City of the Boryfthenians, which they 
fay is a Colony of the Milefians, and arriving be- 
fore the Place, he left his Scythians without 
the Walls, and entring alone, caus'd the Gates 
to be immediately fliut; put off his Scythian 
Garment; and having cloath*d himfelf m the 
Greciai\ Habit, walkM in Publick without 
Guards, or other Attendants. And that no Scy- 
thian might fee him drefs'd in this Manner, he 
placed Sentinels at every Gate ; conforming 
himfelf to the Grecian Cuftoms in the Wor- 
Ihip of the Gods, no lefs thaii in all other 
things, and after he had ftaid a Month or more 
in this Place, he refum*d the Scythian Habit, 
and departed. This Pradlice he frequently re- 
peated ; built a Palace in the City and married 
a Wife, who was a Native of the Place. But 
the fatal Decree was pafe'd, and his ill Fortune 
fell upon him on this Occafion. He was very 
defirous to be initiated in the Rites of Baccbus ; 
and when all thmgs, were prepared for the Ce- 
remony of his Initiation, a great Prodigy hap- 
pened. The outward Court of the magnificent 
Palace, which, I have faid, he built in the Ca- 
jrital of the Boryfthenians, was adom'd auite 
round with Images of white Marble, reprelent- 
iog Sphynxes and Griffins. In this Place the 
.A Thunder 
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Thunder of Jupiter fell, and demoEfh'd them all> 
Yet Scyles ftill perfiftttl in his Refolution, and 
accomplifti'd his Initiation* Now becaufe the 
Scythians reproach the Grecians with thefe Bac- 
chanals; and fay, that to im^ne a God dri^ 
ving Men into the moft violent Tranfports of 
Madnefs, is not agreeable to right Reafbn ; a 
certain Boryfthenian, whilft the Ceremonies 
©f Initiation were performed, went out, and 
difcover'd the Thing to the Scythian Army in 
thefe Words. ** You Scythians^ iaid he, laugh 
*^ at us, becaufe we celebrate Bacchanals, and 
*' are poflefs'd by the God : But now the fame 
*' Deity has taken Pofleflbn of your King. 
*' For he alfo celebrates the Rites of Bacchus j 
** full of a divine Fury : And if you y^il not 
*' believe me, follow, and I will demonftrate 
*' the Fadb ". The principal of the Scytluans 
accompanied him accoi;dingly ; and being pri- 
vately introduced by the Boryfthenian into one 
of the Towers, they perceived Scyles with the 
Chorus performing the Bacchanalian Rites. 
They faw thefe Things with great Grief, and 
going back to the Camp, acquainted all the Ar- 
my with what they had feen. After fome Time, 
when Scyles was returned Home, the Scythians 
revolted from him, and eleded his Brother 0<ff^- 
mafades^ born of the Daughter of Tyres: 
Which Scyles hearing, and underftanding the 
Reafon of their Proceeding, he fled to Thrace. 
OSamafades being informed of his Flight, march- 
ed with an Army againft Thrace^ and arriving 
on the Banks of the Ifter^ found the Forces of 
the Thracians advancing to meet him. But as 
both Sides were preparing for a Battle, Sitakes^ 
the Thracian fent a Herald to Oifamafades yvith 
I thb 
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this Meflage ; " Why fhould we try the For- 
•' tune of War? Thou art the Son of my 
f* Sifter, and haft my Brother with thee. Sur- 
*' render my Brother to me, and I will deliver 
*• Scyle^ into thy Hands ; and fo neither of us 
*' ftiall run the Hazard of a Defeat.** For the 
Brother of Shakes having formerly fled from 
hii^, was now in the Power of OSlamafades i 
wh^ accepting the Condition, furrendred his 
Uncle to Sitalcesy and received his Brother 
Scyles in exchange. Sitalces^ upon the Delivery 
of his Brother, decamped with his Army ; and 
0£lamafades took off the Head of Scyles the 
fame Day. Thus the Scythians preferve their 
own Cuftoms ; and thus they puniih thofe who 
introduce foreign Manners. 

The Difcourfes I heard concerning the 
Numbers of the Scythians were fb various, that 
I could not obtain any certain Information on 
that Subjedb j fome pretending they were ex- 
ceedingly numerous, and others laying they 
were very deficient of People. I fhall there- 
fore only relate what I have feen. The Diftria 
of Exampaus^ which I lately mention'd when I 
fpoke of the Spring that infedls the Waters of 
the Hypanis^ is fituate between the Boryfthenes 
and that River. In this Place lies a Bowl of 
Brafs, fix times bigger than that which was 
plac'd by Paufaniasj the Son of Cleombrotus^ at 
the Mouth of the Euxin Sea. They who have 
not been Eye-witnefles, may be here informed, 
that the Scythian Veflel is fix Inches thick, 
and large enough to contain full fix hundred 
Amphoras. The Inhabitants fay it was wrought 
up out of the Points of Arrows, by the Order 
of their King Ariantes ; who being defirpus to 
C p know 



386 HERODOTUS, BdoklV. 

know the Number of the Scythians, command- 
ed every one to bring him the Point of ah Ar- 
row on Pain of Death, by which Means fo 
great a Number was brought together, that rc- 
folving to leave a Monument of the Thmg, h« 
caus'd the Bowl of Brafs to be made, and dedi- 
cated in Examp^eus. This I heard concerning 
the Numbers of the Scythians. . Their Country 
has nothing wonderful except the Rivers, which 
are very many, and very great. But whatever 
may feem worthy of Obfervation, befides the 
Rivers, and Extent of the Plains, fhall not be 
omitted. They (hew the Print of the Foot of 
Hercules^ upon a Stone lying by the River Tyres ; 
Ihap'd like the Step of a Nfen, and foil two 
Cubits in Length. But I muft now return to 
the Subjeft I principally defign'd. 

Whilst Darius was making Preparations 
againft the Scythians, fending Meflengers to 
feme Places, with Orders to raife Land-Forces, 
and commanding others to provide a Fleet, and 
to lay a Bridge over the Thracian Bofpbarus\ 
Artabanus the Son of HyftafpeSy and Brother of 
Darius^ endeavoured by all pofl^ble Means to dif- 
fuade him from his intended Ehterprize ; repre- 
fenting the Poverty of Scythia^ and giving him 
moft ufeful Counfel ; but finding he could not 
prevail, forbore to prefs him any farther. Wheii 
all things were ready, and Darius was marching 
from Sufa with his Forces, OeobazuSj a Periian, 
who had three Sons in his Army, came and de- 
fir'd him that one of the three might be left at 
Home. The King fpoke kindly to him ; told 
him the Favour he afk*d was fmall, and diat he 
would leave him all his Sons : Which Anfwcr 
Veohzus received witli great Joy j becaufe he 

hop'd 
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hop'd his Sons would have their Difmiffion from 
the Army. But Darius commanded the Officers 
^pdnted for fuch Purpofes, to put all the Soils 
of Oeobazus to Death, and in that Condition 
icft them to their Father. Then marching 
with his Army from Sufa^ he advanced to CbaT^ 
cedon upon the Bofphorus^ where a Bridge Was 
laid ready for his Paflage ; and going on board 
a Ship, faird to ;^he Cyanean IJlandSj which, 
the Grecians fay, were formerly unfix'd. There^ 
fitting in the Temple, he took a, View of the 
Euxin Sea : A Profpeft truly beautiful. This 
Sea, of all others the mofl admirable, is eleveil 
thoufand one hundred Stades in Length ; and, 
in the widefl Part, three thoufand two hundred 
in Breadth. The Mouth is four Stades over ; 
land the Length of the Streights, which is called 
the BoJphoruSj where the Bridge of Communi- 
cation was laid, contains about an hundred and 
twenty Stades, and extends to the Propontis^ 
The Propontis is five hundred Stades in Breadth, 

^ one thoufand four hundred in Length, and flows 
into the Hellefpont ; which being feyen Stades 
over in the narrowefl Place, and extending to 
four hundred Stades in Length, falls into the 
wide jEgaan : And this is the Meafure of thofe 
Seas. A Ship commonly advances about feventy 
thoufand Rod in a long Day, and about fixty 
thoufand in the Night. So that a Voyage from 
the Mouth of the Euxin Sea to the River Pbafis^ 
which is the utmofl Point, may be performed ia 
nine Days and eight Nights, comprehending ttit 
Meafure of a hundred and ten thoufand ana one 
hundred Rod, or eleven thoufand and one 

- hundred Stades. Frcim the Coaft of Scytbia to 
themifcyray fituat« on the Biycr Thrmdon^ 

Cc 2 which 
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which IS the broadeft Part of the Euxin 'Sea\ 
the Paflage is made in three Days and two 
Nights ; being three hundred and three thoufand 
Rod, or three thoufand and three hundred 
Stades over. Thefe are the Dimenfions of the 
Euxifij the BofpboruSj and the Hellefpont^ which 
are fituate as I have related. The Euxin re- 
ceives the Waters of a Lake call'd M^otiSj not 
much inferior, in Circumference, to that Sea, 
and lifually nam'd the Mother of the Euxin. 
When Darius had furvey'd the Situation of this 
Sea, he returned to the Bridge, which was 
contrived by Mandrocks^ a Samian Architeft. 
He likewife view'd the Bofphorus^ and erefted 
two Columns of wWte Stone on the Shore, 
with an Infcription in the Aflyrian Tongue on 
the one, and another in the Grecian Language 
on the other ; mentioning the feveral Nations 
he had in his Army •, which was composed of 
Men drawn out of every Country of his Em- 

gire, and amounted to the Number of feven 
undred thoufand Horfe and Foot; befides fix 
hundred Sail of Ships. In fucceeding Times 
thefe Pillars were removed, by the ByzantianSj 
into their City, and us'd in building an Altar 
to the Orthoftan Diana ; except one Stone, full 
of Aflyrian Letters, which they left in a 
Temple dedicated to Bacchus^ in Byzantium. 
The Place where Darius caused the Bridge to be 
Idd over the BofphoruSy was, as I conjedhire, 
in the middle of the way between Byzantium 
and the Temple which ftands at the Mouth 
of tfiat Sea. The King was fo pleas'd with 
die P«formance, that he rewarded the Sa- 
mian Archited Mandrocks^ with more than ten 
times the Value of the Work, And MandrocUs in 
• . Gratitude 
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Gratitude having painted the Conjundion of the 
two Shores, with Darius fitting on a Throne, 
^nd his Army pafling over the Bridge, dedicated 
the Pidurt in the Temple of Junoy under thi^ 
Infcription, 

To Juno facred^ by Mandrocles pladd^ 
This Piece defcribes the artful Bridge he lafd 
Over the Thracian Bofphorus. He joyn^d 
The fertil Afia to Europa'j Shore^ 
Pleased the great King I>arius, and acquired 
Fame to his Country^ to bimfelf a Crown. 

This Monument ferv'd to preferve the Men^ory 
of the Perfon who contrived the Bridge. And 
Darius, after he had rewarded MandrocleSy or- 
dered his Army to pafs into Europe ; commanding 
the lonians to fail by the Euxin Sea to the * Ifter 5 
there to wait his Arrival, and lay a Bridge over 
that River: ¥ot his naval Forces confifted of 
lonians, iEolians, and Hellefponts. They pafs*d 
accordingly by the Cyanean IJlands, fhaping their 
Courfe diredtly to the Ifter , and after they had 
iaiPd up the River during two Days, arriving at 
that Neck where the Stream divides into feve- 
ral Branches, they form'd a Bridge. In the mean 
Time Darius had pafs'd over the Bofphorus^ and 
marching thro' Thrace, arrived at the Head of the 
River Tearus, and encamp'd there with his Army 
three Days. The Inhabitants of the Country 
i&y, t^is River is more excellent than any other 
for the Cure of various Diftempers ; and e{peci* 
ally gf Ulcers either in Men or Horfes.^ TKc 
Springs of the Tearus are thirty eight; and 
C c 3 the* 
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tho* fome of thefe are hot, and others cold ; yet 
all defcend from the fame Rock. They are at 
an e^al Diftance from ReraopoUs near Perimtims^ 
and Apollonia on the Euxin Sea ; two Days Jour- 
ney from each. The Teams runs into the Con- 
tadefdus -, the Contadefdus into the Agriane ; the 
Agriane into the Hebrus^ and the Hebrus into the 
S«i by the City of ASnus, Darius incampkig at 
this River, was fo pleased, that he erefted a Pillar 
with the following Infcriptionj The Springs 
OF theTEARUSyizld the best andmost 

BEAUTIFUlWaTER of all KlVEKSlDARF- 

US THE Son of HTSTASPES, King of the 
Persians and of all the Continent, 

THE best and most EXCELLENT OF MeN, 

leading an Army against theSctthi-? 
ans, ARRIVED HERE. When he had doiic this, 
he decamp'd, and advanced to another River calM 
Artifcus \ which paffes thro* the Country of 
the Ddryfians 5 where, at his Arrival he mark^ 
out a certain Ground, commanding every Man 
of the Army to bring a Stone thither as he 
fliould pafs by the Place ; and when they 
had executed his Order, he mov'd again, leavr 
ing vaft Heaps of Stones behind him. Rit be- 
fore he reach'd the IfteTj he fubdued the Getes, 
who think themfelves immortal, For the 
Thracians of SalmydeJfuSj together with the Cyr- 
jnians and Mypfaeans, who inhabit above the 
Oties of Apbllonia and Mefambria^ fobmrtted tp 
parks without Refiftance. But the Getes op- 
posed him thrg^ Ignorance; ^nd tho- they are 
the pipft valiant and honeft of all the Thra- 
pian?, were eafi'ly conquered, and redudd tg 
Seryitude. Jhey pretend to ImmortaUty, in 

- ^" ■■'■■■■■■ ■ tWf 
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this Manner. They imagine that the Man who 
ceafes to live, is not dead, but goes to Zamolxis^ 
accounted by fome among them to be the fame 

-with GebeUzis. Every fifth Year they ele^ a 
Pcrfon by Lot, and fend him to Zamolxis with 
Orders to let him know what they want. This 
Mcflenger they difpatch thus. Certain Perfons 
are appointed to hold three Javelins eredcd ; 

iwhilft others taking the Man they are to fend, 
by the Hands and Feet, throw him up into 
the Air \ that he may fall down upon the Points. 
Ifvhe dyes in their Prefence, they think the 
God propitious : Jf not, they load him with 

.Reproaches, and affirming he is an ill Man 
fend another, whom they furnifh with Inftruc^ 
tions while he is yet alive. Thefe Thracians, 
in Time of Thunder and Lightning, let fly 
their Arrows againfl the Heavens, and threaten 
their God ; whom they think the only Deity. 
But I am informed by the Grecians who inha- 
bit about ihc , Hellefpont and Euxin Seas, that 
this Zamolxis was a Man, and liv*d at Samos 
in the Service of Pythagoras the Son of Mnefar" 
cbus: That having procured his Liberty, and 
acquired great Riches, he returned to his own 
Country-, and finding the Thracians ignorant 
and miferable, he, who had learnt the Ionian 
Way of Living, and Manners more polite 

. than thofe of Thrace^ by converiing with Gre- 
cians, and with Pythagoras^ 2l Sophift of no 
fmall Efleem in Greece^ built a Hall for the 
Entertainment of the principal Perfons of the 
Country, and taught them at their Feafts, that 
neither he, nor any of thofe prefent, or their 
Pofteri^y, fhould ever dye ; but go into a Place, 
where they Ihoijld live eternally in all Manner 
C c 4 of 
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of Felicity. In the mean Time he contrived a 
fUbterraneous Habitation for himfelf, and hav- 
ing finifh'd the Building, went down and con- 
tinued there during three Years. The Thraci^ 
ans feeing him no more, regretted their Lofs, 
and lamented him, as dead: But in the third 
Year he appeared again, and by that Means pcr- 
fuaded them to believe the tlungs he had ^d. 
Thus the Story is told: And for my owtt 
Part, I neither abfolutely rejeft, nor intire* 
ly believe the Account of this Perfon and his 
fubterraneous Habitation: But I am of Opi- 
nion that Zamolxis liv*d many Years before 
Pythagoras. Yet whether this Zamolxis was 
a Man, or a native Damon among the Getes^ 
I (hall not difpute. However, that People, 
obferving fuch Cuftoms as I mentioned before, 
followed the Army of Darius^ after they were 
flibdued. 

Th e King arriving with all his Land Forces 
ftt the IJier^ pafs'd over the River, and command- 
ed the lonians to break the Bridge, and joyn the 
Army with the Men they had on board. But as 
they were preparing to execute his Orders, Cns 
the Son of Erxandrus^ and General of the Mity- 
lenians, after he had afk*d Darius if he might 
be permitted to deliver his Opinion freely, {poke 
to him in thefe Terms ; ** O King, faid he, fince 
** we are going to make War in a Country which 
•' ufes no Plow, nor has any inhabited Cities, 
•^ let the Bridge remain intire, under the Guard 
** of thofe who put it together : That, whether 
** we find the Scythians and fucceed in our 
•* Enterprize, or whether we find them not, we 
*• may at leaft fecure our Retreat. I am not 
^*^ afrwd the Scythians will defeat us in Battle ; 

I <« yet 
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^< yet I fear we may fuffer, by miftaking the 
«* Way, if the Enemy will not be found. Per- 
«* haps fome may think I fay this for my own 
*' fake ; in order to continue here. But, O 
*' King, I fincerely propofe what I judge moft 
** conducing to the Good of your Afiairs: For 
** I defign to march with an Army, and not to 
** remain in this Place." Darius pleased with 
his Advice^ anfwer^dhim thus ; ** Lefbian Friend, 
** If I return Home in Safety, fail not to 
** come into my Prefence ; that I may reward 
** the beft of Counfels with the greateft Ac- 
** knowledgment." Then tying fixty Knots 
upon a String, and calling for the Ionian Com- 
manders, he faid, '' Men of lonia^ I have al- 
** ter*d the Refolution I had made concerning 
*' the Bridge : And therefore, take this String, 
** and do as I direft. Every Day, after you fee 
** me beginning to march againft the Scythians, 
*' imtye one of thefe Knots : And if I return 
*' not within that Time, and the Days of my 
*' Abfence exceed the Number of the Knots, 
*' you may depart with your Ships to your 
** own G>untry. In the mean Time, be upon 
** your Guard, and apply the utmoft of your 
** Care to preferve and lecure the Bridge : Which 
** will be the moft acceptable thing you can do 
*' for me.** And after Darius had fpoken thefe 
Words, he broke up with his Army, and be- 
gan his March. 

Th e Territories of Thrace lye extended along 
the Borders of Scythia^ and defcend to tlie Sea 
in the Form of a Bay. Above thefe Countries 
Scythia begins, and the ]fier falls into the Euxin^ 
with his Mouth tum*d towards the Eaft. But 
I muft now defcribe thofe Regions of Scythia^ 

tliat 
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that begin at the IJier^ and ftretch down by the 
Sea Coaft. That Part, which lies North and 
South of the IJier^ is^the zncitnt Scylhia^ and 
extends to the City of Carcinitis. And the 
mountainous Regions, which begin at that 
PJace, and are fituate along the Exin^ defcend- 
ing towards the Shore, belong to the People of 
Taurus^ and reach to the rocky Cherfonefus^ that 
terminates in the Eaftem Sea. Thus Scytbia is 
divided into two Parts, both extending to the 
Sea ; one' towards the South and the other to- 
wards the Eaft; not unlike the Region of Attica. 
For the Inhabitants of Taurus are fo placed in 
Scytbia ; as any other People would be,: who in- 
ftead of the Athenians, fhould poflefs the Pro- 
montory of Sunium^ which advances to the Sea 
between the Tribes of Tboricus and Ana^blyfius. 
Such is the Situation of Taurus ; if I may be per- 
mitted to compaxie fmall things with great. But 
to thofe who have never failed by that Part of 
A^tka^ I fhall explain my felf farther: Sup- 
pofe then, that * Nation diftinft from the Japy- 
gians, fliould pofi^s the Promontory of Japygia^ 
from the Port of Brundujium to Tarenium^ and 
by that Means cut off the Communication be- 
tween the odier Parts of the Country, Many 
other Inftances of the fame Nature might hie 
given ; but I need add no more to illuftrate 
the Defcription of Taurus. The Scythian^ in- 
habit the Countries that lye beyond the Tau- 
rians, and thofe that extend to the Eaftern 
Sea ; together with the Regions fituate to the 
Wjeftward of the Cimmerian Bofpborus and the 
Lake Maotis^ to the River Tanais^ which flows 
into that Lake. So that thofe Countries which be- 
ginning at the IJier^ advance upwards to the 

midland 
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Ifiidland Parts, are bordered firft by the Agathyr- 
fians 5 then by the Neurians -, next by the An- 
drophages ; and in the laft place, by the Me- 
lanchlaenians. Thus Scythia if of a quadrangu- 
lar Form ; and the two Parts that defcend to the 
Sea, are equal to the other two that lye far 
within the Land. For from the Ifter to the Bo- 
ryfthenes^ is a Journey of ten Days ; ten more 
from the Boryfthenes to the Lake M/eotis ; and 
twenty from the Sea by the midland Countries 
to the Melanchlsenians, who inhabit above the 
Scythians. Now if we allow two hundred 
Stades for every Day's Journey, the Way that 
traverfes Scythia^ contains four thoufand Stades 
in Length ; and the dired Paflage upwards by 
the midland Parts,* the fame Number. Such is 
the Extent of this G>untry. 

The Scythians, after they had conferred 
together, and found they were not able with 
their own Forces to refift the Army of Da- 
rius in the open Field, difpatch'd Meffengen 
fo the adjoining Nations ; and when their 
Kings were aflcmbled, they confulted how 
to aft, under the Apprehenfions of being in- 
vaded by lb numerous an Army. This Af- 
fembly confided of the Kings of Taurus ; of 
the Agathyrfians ; of the Neurians 5 of the An- 
drophages ; of the Melanchlaenians ; of the Ge- 
lones ; of the Budians, and of the Sarmatians. 
Of thefe, the Taurians obferve the following 
Cuftoms. All thofe who fufFer Shipwrack, 
and the Grecians they fieze upon their Coaft, 
they facrifice to a Virgin in this Manner. Af- 
ter many Imprecations, they ftrike the Man on 
the Head with a Club, and, as fome affirm, pre- 
cipitate the Body from a Hill, on which their 

Temple 
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Temple is built ; referving only the Head to be 
fix'd on a Pole ; whilft others, acknowledging 
this to be the Way they ufe in difpofing of the 
Head, vet pretend they never throw the Body 
down from the Hill, but bury it under GroiHuI. 
The Inhabitants of Taurus fay, that the JQiemcH 
they worfhip with thefe Sacrifices, is Ipbigenia 
the Daughter of Agamemnon. Thofe who fell 
into their Hands in Time bf War, are treated 
in another Manner. For every one cuts ofF the 
Head of an Enemy \ which he carries Home, 
8nd fixes to a long Pole ereded on the Tpp 
of his Houfe, and, for the mofl Part, over 
the Chimny : Which they fay, is done in or- 
der to guard the Houfe. This People live 
by War and Rapine. The Agathyrfians are a 
luxurious Nation, and ufually wear Cloaths 
embroidered with Gold. They have their Wo- 
men in common, to the End they may be all 
Brethren ; by this Means converfing fo fami- 
j^Iy together, that they never exercife any 
mutual Envy and Animofities. In other things 
they approach the Manners of the Thrad- 
ans. The Neurians obferve the Cuftoms of 
Scythia ; and one Generation before the Ex- 
pedition of Darius^ were driven out of their 
Country by Serpents. For befides thole that 
were bred in their own Territories, a much 
^eater Number came down from the Defarts, 
and fo infefted them, that they were compel- 
led to abandon their Habitations, and retire a* 
mong the Budians. Thefe Men attempt to be 
Magicians ; and the Scythians, with the Greci- 
ans who inhabit in. Scythia^ fay, that all the 
Neurians once every Year are transformed into 
Wolves for a few Days, and then refume their 

former 



MELPOMENE. 397 

former Shape. But I am not perfuaded to be- 
fieve this, tho* they affirm their Aflertion with 
Oaths. The Androphages live in a more favage 
Manner than any other Nation ; having no 
publick Diftribution of Juftice, nor eftablifh'd 
Laws. They apply themfeives to the breed- 
ing of Cattle ; cloath themfeives like the Scy- 
tiuans, and fpeak a peculiar Language. The 
Melanchlaenians wear no other G^ments than 
£lack) and had their Name from that Cu- 
ftom. Thefe follow the Ufages of Scythiai 
but are the only People of all thofe Countries, 
who feed upon human Flefh. The Budians are 
a great and populous Nation, with Eyes very 
blue, and red Hair. They have a City call'd by 
the Name of Gelonus ; built with Timber, and 
furrounded by a high Wall of the fame IVfeteri- 
als 5 each fide of which is three hundred Stades 
in Length. The Buildings, as well facred as 
private, are of Timber likewife: And they 
liave Temples dedicated to the Gods of Greece^ 
adorn*d after the Grecian Manner with Images, 
Altars, and Chapels of Wood. They cele- 
brate the Triennial Feflivals of Bacchus^ and 
perform the Bacchanalian Ceremonies. For the 
Gelonians were originally Grecians; who trans- 
planted themfeives from the trading Ports of 
Greec^^ and fettled among the Budians : Where 
they ufe a Language composed of the Scythian 
and Grecian Tongues. But the Budians differ 
from the Gelonians in Speech, and in their 
Manner of Living. For being Original Inhabi- 
tants of the Country, they apply themfeives to 
the keeping of Cattle ; and are the only People 
of thefe Parts who eat lice: Whereas the 
Getenians till the Land \ feed upon Corn ; 

cultivate 
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cultivate Gardens ; and are utterly unlike the Bu- 
dians both in Mien and Complexion ; the' the 
Grecians without ground call the Budians by the 
Name of the Gelonians. Their Country abounds 
in Trees of all Kinds ; and in that Part, where 
they grow in grcatcft Numbers, lies a deep and 
fpacious Lake, furrounded by a Morafs covered 
with Reeds, In this Place, Otters, Beavers, and 
other Animals of a (quare Vifage, arc frequently 
taken Their Skins few*d together ferve for Gar- 
ments, and their Tefticles are ufeful in the Dif- 
eafes of the Mother. Concerning the Sarmati* 
ans we have the following Account. When the 
Grecians had fought a Battle on the River 
^bermodon againft the Amazons, who by the 
Scythians are calPd Aiorpata^ or in our Lan- 
guage Alanjlayers •, Aior fignifying a Man, and 
Pata to kill ; they departed after the Viftory 
they had obtained, and in three of their Ships 
carried ofF all the Amazons they could take alive. 
Whilft they were out at Sea, thefe Amazons 
confpir'd againft the Men, and kiJl'd all they 
found on Board. But having no Knowledge 
of Navigation, nor any Skill in the Ufe of the 
Rudder, Sails or Oars, they were driven by 
Wind and Tide, 'till they arrived at the Precipi- 
ces of the Lake Mieotis in the Territories of 
the Free Scythians. Here the Amazons went a- 
flioar, and marching into the Country fiez*d and 
mounted the firft Herd of Horfes they found, 
and began to plunder the Inhabitants. The 
Scythians could not imagine the meaning of 
this Incurfion ; and being utterly ignorant of 
their Language, Habit and Nation, wonderM 
from whence they came. They firft ponjeAur^d 
that they were Men, all of thie fame Age : But^ 
2 after 
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after they had skirmifti'd with them, and taken 
fome Prifoners, they foon perceived they were 
Women. The Scythians therefore confulting 
together, refolv'd not to kill them ; but to fend 
out a Party confifting of a like Number of 
young Men, with Orders to poft themfelves 
near their Camp, and attend their Motions. If 
the Women (hould attack the Party, they were 
commanded to fly, without making Refiftance ; 
and when they fhould find themfelves no longer 
purfued, then to return again, and encamp with- 
in the leaft Diftance they could. This Refolu- 
tfon the Scythians took, out of a great De- 
fire to have Children by thefe Women. The 
young Men obferv*d their InftrudHons, and when 
the Amazons found they were not come with 
hoftile Intentions, they fuflFer'd them to con- 
tinue there without Moleftation : And as they 
had nothing except their Arms and Horfes, they 
liv'd in the fame Manner by Hunting and Pil- 
lage. About Nooh the Amazons ufually fepa- 
rated themfelves ; and fometimes fingle, fbme- 
tiraes two together, went out to comply with 
the Neceflities of Nature: Which when the 
Scythians perceived, they did fo likewife. And 
by this Means one of thefe walking alone, 
met with an Amazon : Who not offering to 
withdraw, and refolving to make ufe of the Qc- 
cafion, tho* fhe could not fpeak to him in Words, 
becaufe neither underflood the Language of 
the other; yet fhe made him underftand by 
certain Motions of her Hand, that if he 
would come the next Day to the fame Place, 
accompany*d by another Scythian, fhe would 
bring one of her Companions with her. The 
young Man, after this Invitation, departed ; and 

having 
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having related his Adventure to the reft, went the 
next Day with another Scythian to the Place of 
Aflignation, and found the two Amazons ex- 
pefting their Arrival. Upon Information of 
which Succefs, the reft of the young Men ad- 
dreis'd themfelves to the remaining Amazons; 
the two Camps were joyn*d, and every one kept 
for his Wife the Perfon he firft coiivers'd with. 
But becaufe the Men could not attain to (peak 
the Amazonian Tongue, the Women Jeam'd 
the Language of Scythia ; and when they found 
on both fides, tliat they liv*d in a peifed A- 
greement, the Scythians fpoke to the Ama- 
zons in thefe Terms. ** We have our Parents 
** and Pofleflions ; and being on that Account 
*' unwilling to continue longer in this Way of 
** living, we would return and live among oiu- 
*' Countrymen ; always retainmg you and no 
** other Perfons, for our Wives/* "* To this the 
Amazons anfwePd ; *' We fhall never indure 
*' to live with the Women of your Country; 
** becaufe we differ in Manners. For we have 
*' been accuftom*d to draw a Bow ; throw a 
** Javelin ; and mount a Horfe ; and were never 
*' inftrudled in the ufual Employments of other 
*' Women. Whereas the Scythian Wives do 
*' none of the things we have mentioned: But 
** are employed in Womaniih Labours ; fitting 
*' ftill m your Waggons ; imaccuftom'd to Hunt- 
*' ing or any other Exercife; and therefore 
*' we cannot comply with their Manner of 
** Life. Neverthelefs, if you are defirous to 
*' keep us for your Wives, and to aft like 
** honeft Men, go to your Parents ; and after you 
*' have received your Part of their Riches, return 
^ and we wiH live together.'* The young Men, 

contenting 
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tonfentin^g to go as they defik^d, obtained every 
bne his Portion 5 and at their Return, the A- 
hu5&ons proposed another Expedient, in thefe 
Words: *^ Two things deter us from living 
^' in this Country \ For we have deprived you 
<< of your Parents ; and have committed great 
** Depredations ip thefe Parts» Therefore, fined 
** you have th^ght us worthy to be your 
** Wives, let us unanimoufly j^ree to pafs the 
*' Tanais^ and fix our Habitations on the other 
«' Sidb of that River/* The young Men con- 
fenting to this alfoi they pafs'd the Tanais ; and 
after a March of three Days from the River 
Eaftward, and three more from the Lakt M^eofis 
to the Northward, they arrived and fettled in 
the Regions they now inhabit. Hence the 
Wives of the Sarmatians. fl:ill continue their 
ancient Way of Livin]^. They hunt on Horfe- 
back in the Gbriipaitiy 6f their Husbands, and 
fometimes alone: They march with their Ar- 
mies, and wear the fame Drefs with the Men. 
The Sarmatians ufe the Scythian Language; 
but corrupted from the Beginning; becaufe th6 
AmaMns never learnt to fpeak corredly. Their 
Marriages are attended with this Circumftance : 
No Virgin is permitted to many, 'till fhe has 
kill*d an Enemy in the Field ; fo that fome al- 
ways grow old before they can qualify themfelves 
as the Law requires. 

The MeflTengers difpatch'd by the Scythians^ 
inform'd the Kings of the Nations I have men- 
tion'dj in their AflTembly, that the Perfian, ha- 
ving fiibdued all the Countries on the other Con-^ 
tinent, had joyn*d the two Shores by a Bridge, 
and pafs*d over the Neck of tht£aJphorus to riiis 
Side : Where he had abready reduced the Thra- 
D d cians, 
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cians, and laid another Bridge upon the 'Ijfler^ 
with defign to conquer all thofe Regions in like 
Manner : " And therefore, faid they, you ought 
*« not to fit ftill at Home, and look upon our 
*« Deftrudlion with IndifFerence ; but joyning all 
*« our Forces together, let us unanimoufly 
<« march out, and meet the Invader. If you 
•« refufe to take this Refolution, we fhall be 
*^ compelled either to abandon the Country, or 
•« make our Compofition ; for to what End 
•' ftiould we fufFer the laft Extremities, if you 
<* refufe to affift us ? Befides you are in equal 
*' Danger : The Perfian is marching againft you 
•' no lefs than againft us ; and, that he will not 
*' content himfelf to deftroy our Country, and 
*' leave you undifturb*d, his own Aftions are 
^* the cleareft Demonftration: For if he Jiad 
<« undertaken this Expedition only againft us, 
*' in order to revenge former Injuries, he ought 
** to have march'd diredly into our Territories, 
*' without offering Violence to any other Na- 
*' tion ; and by that Means have convinced all, 
*' that he had no other Enterprize in his Inten- 
^* tions, than the Conqueft of Scytbia. Where- 
^' as on the contrary, at his Arrival on this Con=- 
^' tinent^ he receive the Submiffions of thofe 
^' Places that lay in his Way ; and reduc'd the 
*' reft of Thrace^ with our Neighbours the 
*' Getesj to his Obedience." When the Scythi- 
ans had finifh'd thefe Words, the Kings who 
were prefent on the Part of feveral Natiohs, de- 
liberated touching their Propofal, and divided 
in Opinion* Thofe of the Gelonians, Budians, 
and Sarmatians^ unanimoufly determined to afEft 
the Scythians : But the Kings of the Agathyr- 
fians^ Neurians, Audrophages, Melanchlaenians, 
% and 
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and Taurians, made this Anfwer to the Meflen- 
gers. " If you had not been the firft Aggref- 
«' fors> and done the firft Injury to the Perfians, 
<« we fhould acknowledge the Equity of your 
*'prefent Demands; and readily yielding to 
*' your Defires, would concur with you in one 
«' common Caufe. But as you invaded their 
«' Territories without our Participation, and 
*^ kept your Acquifitions there, during all the 

c*^ Time God favoured your Arms : So now, by 
*' the Inftigation of the fame God, they return 
*' you the fame Meafure : And therefore, hav- 
** ing had no Part in that unjuft Invafion, we 
** will not now begin to injure the Perfians. 
<« Yet if this Man fhould wrongfully attack us, 
*' and exercife Hoftility in our Country, we 
*' would not endure the Affront. 'Till that 
*' Time we fhall remain quiet at Home : Be- 

.*' caufe we think the Perfians are not come 
" with hoftile Intentions againft us ; but againft 
*« thofe, who were the Authors of' the firft In- 
<« juries.** 

When the Scythians had received an Ac- 
count of this Negotiation, they determined to 
fight no Battle in the open Field, becaufe fo 
many Nations had refus'd to affift them : But to 
withdraw themfelves gradually from the Fron- 
tiers •, and filling up all the Wells and Springs in 
their Way, and deftroying the Herbage, to di- 
vide their Forces into two Bodies. They re- 
folv'd that the Sarmatians fhould advance to the 
Teititories of King Scopajis •, with Direftions, 
if the Perfian fhould turn his March that Way, 
to retire by the Ijsk&Maotis to tht'Rivtrl'anaisj 

^ arid upon his Retreat, to follow him and harrafs 

his Army^ . Thefe Orders were to be obferv'd, 

D d 2 iri 
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in rektion to that Part of the ICingdom. Tht 
two other Divifions ; one of which being the 
greater, was under the Government of I?kia- 
tiyrfuSj and the other commanded by Taxacis^ 
were direded to aft in Conjundtion with the 
GiSlohians and Budians ; keeping a Day's March 
before the Perfians, and tiring them with fre- 
quent Skirmifhes: Then retreating again^ pur- 
suant to their Inftruftions, they were to endea- 
vour, by all poflible Means, to draw the Enemy 
into the Territories of thofe who had rejefted 
their Alliance; that fince they reflis'd to take 
Part voluntarily in the War agdnft the Perfians, 
they might be compelled againft their Will to 
defend themfelves : And if that Defign fhould 
fucceed, they might return to their own Coun- 
try, and attempt whatever they fhould judge 
moft neceflary. When the Scythians had fix'd 
thefe Orders, they march'd by private Ways to- 
wards the Army of Dariusy and commanded the 
beft of their Horfe to advance before the reft; 
having already fent away their Wives and Chil- 
dren in the Waggons they ufe inftead of Houies, 
with all their Cattle, except fo many as they 
thought neceflary for their Subfiftance, ordering 
them to retire mceflantly Northward. The De- 
tachment of Scythian Horfe finding the Perfians 
advanced about three Days March from the J^er^ 
encamp'd; and having deftroy'd all the Produft 
of the Ground, fled away. The Perfians feeing 
this Cavalry appear, trac'd them by the Marks 
they left behind ; and entring one of the Di- 
ftrids, purfued the Scythians ; who fled Eafl- 
ward to the River Tanais^ which they pafsM ; the 
Periiatis ftill following them thro* Sartnatia^ into 
the Temtories of the Budians. All the time the 
I Perfiaas 
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Perfians ^cre marching thro' the Scythian and 
Sarmatian Region, they found nothing to ra- 
vage, bec^ufe thofe Parts were utterly unim- 
proved. But entring the Country of the Bu- 
4ians, and arriving at their City, which was built 
with Wood, and abandoned by the Inhabitants, 
after they had carried all away, they fet fire 
to the Plaipe. Then purfuing their March, 
they traversed the whole Region, and vriv'd 
in an uninhabited Defart, fituate above the 
Budians, and not to be pafs*d in lefs than feven 
Days. Beyond this Defart the Theflagetes in- 
habit-, and four great Rivers known by the 
l^ames of the Lycus^ OaruSy Tanaisy and Syr- 
m, rife within their Country ; and pafling thrp* 
the Territories of the Maeotians, flow into the 
Lake Maotis. Darius arriving at the Defart, 
ceas'd his Purfuit, and encamp'd with his Arr 
my on the River Oarus. During his Stay there, 
he bviilt eight fpacious Cities, equally diftant, 
about fixty Stades from each other; the Ruins 
of which remain to this Day: And whilft he 
was employed in this Work, the Scythians march- 
ing about by the upper Regions, retum*d into 
Scythia-j and Darius^ perceiving they were 
withdrawn, and appear'd no more, left his Ci- 
ties unfin^h'dj and turn*d his March to the 
Weftward ; fuppofing them to be all the Scyr 
thians, and that they had fled that Way. He 
advanced with his Army in great Pihgencej 
and entring $cytbia fell in with two of the 
Scythmn Divifion35^^ and purfued, them a whole 
Day without Intermiflion. The Scythians de- 
fignedly flying towards thofe Nations ttiat had 
refused to afTift them, cnter'd firft into the Ter- 
ritories of the Melanchlaeniana: And when th^ 
Dd g ano; 
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and the Perfians had equally contributed to put 
all things there into Confufion, they drew the 
Perfians after them mto the Country of the An- 
drophages: Where, after they had commit- 
ted the like Diforders, the Scythians led the 
Enemy among the Neurians •, and having brought 
thefe alfo into the fame Circumftances, with- 
drew again towards the Agathyrfians. But be- 
fore they cnter'd the Country, the Agathyr- 
fians feeing all their Neighbours flying in Con- 
fufion before the Scythians, difpatch*d a Herald 
to forbid them to come within their Limits ; 
and at the fame Time to inform them, that, if 
they fhould attempt to force their Way, they 
muft firft fight with the Agathyrfians. This 
Meflage was no fooner fent, than the Agathyrfi- 
ans march'd to the Borders, With a Refolution 
to defend their Territories againft all Invaders. 
Whereas the Melanchlaenians, Androphages, and 
Neurians, never thought of defending themfelves 
againft the Invafion of the Scythians and Per- 
fians ; but forgetting their forrhcr Menaces, fled 
with the utmoft Precipitation to the Northern 
Defarts. The Scythians, upon the Admonition 
of the Agathyrfians, did not attempt to enter 
their Country •, but departing from Neuria^ re- 
treated before the Perfians into their own Terri- 
tories. And after they had continued to with- 
draw themfelves in this Maimer for a confidera- 
ble Time, Darius fent a Horfeman to Indathyrfus 
King of Scythia^ with the following Meflage, 
*' Wretched Man, Why doft thou inceflant- 
*' ly betake thyfelf to Flight, when thou mayefi: 
** chufe one of thefe two things? If thou art 
*' perfuaded thy Forces are able to encounter my 
•' Army in the Field s halt, and fight : If not, 
^ ; *« come. 
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** come, and own me for thy Lord, by pre- 
" fenting me with Earth and Water, in Tefti^ 
*' mony of thy Submiflion/' To this Meflagi 
the Scythian King made Anfwer in thefe Wor^. 
*' The Way I have taken is moft fuitable to the 
*' State of my Afiairs, I never fled from any 
*' Man out of Fear ; neither have I declined to 
*' give thee Battle from that Motive. For in 
*' all this, I have done nothing new ; or dif- 
*' ferent from our conftant Cuftom, even in 
*' Time of Peace. But I will not conceal the 
*' Reafons that move us to this Conduft. We 
*^ have no Towns, nor cultivated Lands; and 
*' therefore being under no Apprehenfion of 
*' Depredation and Ravage, we did not imme- 
*' diately offer you Battle. Yet if you are fo 
*' defirous to conftrain us to fight, we have 
*' the Sepulchres of our Anceftors among us ; 
" which if you find, and attempt to violate, 
" you will foon be convinced whether we will 
'' fight on that Account, or not. For we are . 
*' refolv'd not to come to a Battle without 
^' good Reafon. But to leave this Point ; I am 
*' to tell you in the next Place, That I ac- 
" knowledge no other Lords, than Jupiter my 
" Progenitor, and Vefta Queen of the Scythi- 
*^ ans : That inflead of prefenting you with 
" Earth and Water, I fhall fend you fuch a 
*^ Prefent as you deferve ; and perhaps, you may 
*' repent your Infolence, in afluming the Title 
^' of my Mafter.** With this Anfwer the 
Meflenger departed, and at his Return informed 
Barius of all that had pafs'd. 

Wheh the Kings of Scjthia had heard the 
Name of Servitude, they were filled wit^i In- 
dignation,- and ordered the Divifion of Schafis^ 
'^ D d 4 which 



4o8 HER QDOfUS. Bopk IV. 

which had been Joyn'd by the Sarmatians, to ad- 
vance, and center with the lonians, who guard-p 
cd the Bridge they had laid over the I/ierj. And 
after their Pep^ture the reft refolv'dl to lead' the 
Ferfians no longer altout; but to attack them 
whenever they mould go out to forage : which 
Deiign they put in Execution, and furpriz*d 
the Troops of Darius at thofe Times, la thefe 
jEncounters the Scythian Horfe always routed 
the Perfians, and drove them to their Camp: 
Where finding they were fuccour'd by their In* 
fantry, the Scythians were forcM to retire out 
of fear pf the Perfian Foot. Befides they fre- 
quently attacked the Enemy in the Night, and 
alarm*d their Camp. But that, which was no 
lefs ftrange, than prejudicial to the Scythians in 
the Aflaults they made •, and very adyantageous 
to the Perfians; was the Cry^of the Afles, and 
Form of the Mules. For Scyihin produces nei^ 
ther of 'thofe Animals, as I hiave already ob- 
fefv'd 9 the Climate being utterly improper to 
that End by Reafon ot Cold. The braymg 
of the Afles put the Scythian Horfe into Con- 
fufion ; and frequently as they were advancing 
to fall upon the Perfians, their Horfes no fppnef 
heard the Noife, than in a great Frightj^ and 
with erefted Ears, they turn*4 ftort about ; 
having never before heard fuch a Voice^^ nor 
feen fuch a Shape: And this Accident was of 
fome Importance in the War. But when the 
Scythians faw the Perfians falling into great 
Difi5culties, they contriy'd this Stratagem to 
detain them longer in Scythiay to the end 
they might be reduc'd to the utmoft Straits, 
5ind the want of all things neceflary : They 
repiov'4 to a greater Diftancej leaving their 

Cattle 



MELPOMBNE. 4©^ 

(jattk to th^ Care of Shepherds ; and the Per- 
iians coming up, took the Booty, and pleas'd 
themfelv^ with their good Fortune. Xhis they 
repeated feveral times; 'till at laft the Scythian 
Kings underftanding that the Neceffities of Da^ 
rm were become very preffing, fent a Herald 
to prefent him on their Part with a Bird, a 
Moufe, a Frog, and five Arrows. The Perfians 
ask'd the Mwiing of this Prefent -, but the He- 
rald made Anfwer, That he had no other Orders, 
than to deliver the things, and return immedi- 
ately V yet fhould advife, that the Perfians would 
^onfider, if they were Men of any Penetration, 
what fuch 4 Gift might fignjlfy. The Perfians 
h^YJ^ heard this Anfwer confulted together, 
and Darius declared his Opinion to be. That 
the §cythians had by^. their Prefent made a Sur- 
render of themfelves, and given him Pofleflion 
pf the Land and ^yater: " For, faid he, the 
^ Moufe is bred in the Earth, and fubfift^ by 

V the fame Food as a Man : A Frog lives in 
^* the Water; a Bird may be compared to a 

V Horfe ; and with their Arrows they feem to 
** deliver their whole Force into my Hands.'* 
This was the Opinion of Darius. But Gobryas^ 
one of the feven who had deposed the Mage, 
being of a different Sentiment, faid the Prefent 
intimat3ed, *' That unlefs the Perfians could af- 
^* cend into the Air like a Bird; or conceal 
** themfelves in the Earth like Mice ; or plunge 
^y into th,e Fens like Frogs ; they fhould inevi- 
^' tably perifh by thofe Arrows ; and never re- 
*^ turn Home:'* To which Interpretation the 
refl of the Perfians concurred. In the mean Time 
that Part of the Scythians, which had been ap- 
pointed to guard the Lake Afaotis^ and were then 

- . commanded 
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commanded to parly with the lonians at the 
IfieVj arrived in the Place where the Bridge 
was faid, and fpoke to this EfFe<ft; *« Men 
^* of lonia^ If you will hearken to us, we are 
•* come to make you an Offer of your Liberty. 
** We have heard that Darius commanded you 
** to guard the Bridge fixty Days only, and 
5* then return into your own Country, unleft 
** he fliould arrive before the Expiration of 
M that Time. Now therefore, fince you have 
** continued here 'till all thofe Days are e* 
** laps'd, put his Orders in Execution, and 
** make no Difficulty to depart: By which 
** Means you will avoid to give any juft Oc- 
^' cafion of Offence either to Darius or to us.'* 
The lonians promised to do as they de(ir*d, and 
the Scythians returned to their Station with all 
Expedition. 

The reft of the Scythians, after they had fent 
the Prefent I have mentioned, to Darius^ advanced 
towards the Perfians with all their Forces both 
of Horfe and Foot, as if they intended to fight; 
and as they flood in Order of Battle, a Hare 
ftarted in the Interval between the two Armies. 
The Scythians immediately quitting their Ranks, 
purfued the Hare with loud Outcries ; and when 
Darius faw the Confufion of the Enemy, and 
underftood that they follow'd a Hare, he faid 
to thofe he trufted with all things; " Thefe 
** Men trekt us with great Contempt ; and I am 
** convinced that Gobryas judg'd rightly concern- 
** ing the Prefent of the Scythians. Therefore 
*^ being now of the fame Opinion, I think we 
*^ ftand in need of the beft Advice, to fecure our 
** Return into our own Country." To this. Go- 
hryas anfwer'd ; \^ Fame had piade me in fome 
'"•'"'' « Meafurep 
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*' Meafure acquainted with the Indigence of 
*^ thefe Men : But I have learn- d much more 
^' fince I came hither, and obferv'd in what Man- 
*' ner they deride us. My Opinioii therefore is, 
*' that immediately upon the Clofd of the Day, 
*' we fhould light Fires according ' to Cuftom, 
*^ and leaving the worft of our Farces in the 
*' Camp to deceive the Enemy, With all the 
*' Afles tied up in a ufual Mannct^ decamp 
*' and march away, before the Scythians go 
*' and break the Bridge on the Ifter^ or the lo- 
*' nians contrive Mifchief againft us, as they eafi- 
'*' ly may." This was the Advice of Gobryas^ 
and when Night came, Darius put his Counfel 
in Execution ; leaving all the fick behind in his 
Camp, with thofe whofe Lofs would leaft af- 
fecft him, and, the Afles rang'd in order. He 
left the Afles, that they might make a conti- 
nual Noife ; and the Men, under Colour of at- 
tacking the Enemy with the found Part of the 
Army, whilfl: they fliould remain for the Se- 
curity of the Camp. Thus Darius impofing up- 
on thofe he was preparing to abandon, and hav- 
ing caus'd the ufual Fires to be kindled, march- 
ed away in great Hafl:e towards the IJler. The 
Afles being left alone, began to bray much loud- 
er than before ; fo that the Scythians hearing 
the Noife, firmly believed the Perfians were fl:ill 
in their Camp. But upon the Appearance of 
Day, the Men that were abandon'd, finding 
themfelves betray 'd by Darius j extended their 
Hands, and acquainted the Scythians with the 
State of Affairs : Who prefently drawing toge- 
ther the two Scythian Divifions; and joyning 
the other Part, which had been reinforced by 
the Budians and Gelonians s followed the Perfians 
i c ^ towards 
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tpwsuxls the Ifier: But becaufe the Perfians had 
great Numbeis of Foot in their Army, and were 
idtogether ignor^t of the Ways ; whereas the 
Sq^Siians were all Horfe, and perfectly well 
acqtmnted with the various Turnings of the 
p)untry, the two Armies mifs'd each other. 
By which Means the Scythians arriving at the 
Bndge much before the Perfians, and bieing iivt 
|brm*d the Enemy was not yet returned, they 
fpoH^ to the lonianS) who were on board the 
^ Ships, in thefe Terms : " Since the Number of 
* «* Days appointed for your Stay, O lonians, is 
** already pafs'd, you have not done, as you 
** ought, in continuing here: And therefore if 
*' F^air has hitherto been the Cauf^ of your De- 
** lay i now, take the Bridge in pieces ; depart 
** in full Pofleffion of your Liberty, and give 
** Thanks to the Gods and to the ScyAians. 
** As for the Man who to this i;^ime has been 
V your Mafter, we will take Care to bring hiift 
' ** into fuch Order, that he ftiall be no longer in 
^ a Condition to make War againft any Part of 
** Mankind.'* The lonians met without De- 
lay to confult about the Meafures they (hould 
take in this Conjundlure •, and Miltiades Gene- 
ral of the Athenians, and Tyrant, of the Hellef- 
pontin Cherfonefians, advis'd the Aflenjbly to 
comply with the Demand of the Scythians^ and 
to reftore the Liberty of Ionia. But Uefiiaus 
the Milefian, being of a contrary Opinion, re- 
prefented, that, whereas every one thjsre prefenit 
was Tyrant of his own Country by the Power 
of Darius ; if that (hould be once, abolifh'd, 
he himfelf could no longer continue Mafter 
of Miletus^ nor any of the reft in the Places 
tfiey then poflefs'd 5 becaufe the People would 

imdoubledly^. 



MELPOMENE, 413 

undoubtedly chufe to live under a popular Go- 
vernment, rather than under the Dominion of a 
fingle Perfon. Heftiaus had no fooner delivered 
this Opinion, than they all went over to his fide> 
tho* they had before aflented to the Counfei of 
Miltiades. The Names of thofe who difFcr^d 
from the Opinion of Miltiades^ and had fome 
Part in the Efteem of Darius^ were Dapbnis Ty- 
rant ofAhydns ; Hippacles of Lampfacus 5 Erophan^ 
tus of Pariam ; Metrodorus of Proconnefus ; A^ 
riftagoras of Cyzicus^ and Arijion of Byzantium : 
AH thefe were Hellefpontin Tyrants. Thofe of 
Ionia were, Stratias of Chio ; Macides of SatMs j 
Laodamas of Phocaa ; and Hejli^eus of Miletus^ 
whofe Opinion was preferred before that of Mil^ 
tiades. On the Part of the -SEolians no other 
Perfon of Cbnfideration was prefent, except only 
Arifiagoras of Cymaf Whei> thefe Men had ap- 
prov'd the Sentiment of Ueftiaus^ they concerted 
in what Manner they fliould aft and fpeak. Ac- 
cordingly they refolv'd to take away lo much of 
the Bridge on the Scythian fide, as an Arrow 
might reach; that they might not only feem 
to do fomething, when in EfFeft they did no- 
thing ; but that they might prevent the Scythi- 
ans from preventing by Force to pafs the Ifier 
over their Bridge : And whilft they fhould be 
«mploy*d in removing that Part, which was 
on the Scythian fide, they agreed to profefs their 
Readinefs to do any thing that might be ac- 
ceptable to the Scythians. When they had de- 
termined to make this Addition to the Opinioa 
of Heftiaus^ and chofen him out of all the Aflem- 
bly to acquaint the Scythians with their Anfwer, 
he fppke to this Effeft; " Men of Scytbia^ 
" You have given us good Advice, and feafon- 

^ ably 
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** ably preis*d us to put it in Execution : You 
*' have pointed out the right Way, and we are 
•* prepared to follow your Direftions. We have 
*^ already cut ofF the Paflage as you fee, and 
<* will finifti the Work with all Diligence ; be- 
** caufe we refolve to be Free. In the mean 
*' time your Part is, to find out the Perfians, 
*« and take fiill Revenge for the Injuries they 
*^ have done both to you and to us." The 
Scythians believing a fecond I'ime that the lo- 
nians were finccre, march*d back to feek the 
Perfians ; but intirely mifs*d the Ways they had 
taken. Of this Error the Scythians themfclves 
were the Caufe, by defl:roying the Pafture for 
the Horfe, and choaking the Spring ; which 
if they had not done, they might without dif- 
ficulty have found the Perfians. But now, that 
which they thought they kad contriv'd to their 
great advantage, proved the very thing that 
xnifled them. For they fought the Enemy in 
thofe parts of the Country, where Forage and 
Water were to be found -, imagining they would 
return by that Way. But the Perfians without 
Deflexion, repeating the March they had made 
before, trac'd their Way to the River under 
great Difficulties. They arrived in the Night, 
and not finding the Bridge, fell into the utmoft 
Confternation, fuppofing they were abandoned 
by the lonians. Darius had about his Per- 
fon an Egyptian, furpafling all other Men in 
the Strength of his Voice. This Man he com- 
manded to ftand on the Bank of the Ifier^ and 
call Hejiiaus the Milefian. Which when he had 
done, Heftiaus^ who heard him at the firft 
Cry, brought all the Veflels together, and joyn'd 
the Bridge immediately, that the- Army might 
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pafs. Thus the Perfians efcap*d, and the Scythi- 
ans were a fecond time difappointed. On this Ac- 
count they fay, that if the lonians are confi- 
der'd as a free People, they are the worft and 
bafeft of Men : If as Slaves, they indeed love 
their Matter, and are not inclined to abandon his 
Service. Thefe Reproaches the Scythians fling 
out againft the lonians. 

DARIUS marchM by the Way of Thrace to 
Seftus in the Cherfonefus\ and imbarking there 
pafs*d over into JJia^ after he had conftituted 
Megahyfus^ a Perfian, to be his General in Eu- 
rope. He had already in Perfia exprefs'd his 
high Efteem of this Man. For being one Day 
about to eat fome Pomegranates, he had no foon- 
er openM the firft, than his Brother Artaha- 
nus aik'd him. Of what thing he would wifh 
to poffefs a Number equal to the Grains of 
that Fruit ; and received for Anfwer, That he 
would rather chufe fo many Men perfedly re- 
fembling Megabyzus^ than the intire Conqueft 
of Greece. Thus he honoured this Perfian at 
Home ; and now left him the Command of an 
Army confiding of eighty thoufand Men. Mega- 
byzus rendered his own Name immortal among 
the Hellefpontins, by the following Expreffion. 
Being informed, when he was at Byzantiumj 
that the Chalcedonians had inhabited in that 
Country feventeen Years before the Arrivj\l of 
the Byzantians ; " Sure, faid he, the Chalce- 
*' donians were blind in thofe Times : For if 
*^ they could have feen, they would never have 
*^ chofen fo foul a Situation, when they might 
*^ have built their City in fo beautiful a Place.** 
In Conclufion Megabyzus being left in thefe 
Parts to command the Army of Darius^ fub- 

dued 
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dued Ihofe Nation^ who were hot in the Intereft 
cf the Medes. 

About the fame Time another Army xmr 
dertook an Expedition into Ubya% the Caiiies 
pf which I ihall relate, and explain (bme things 
by way of Introdudion. The Defcendahts of 
the Argonauts being cxpeli'd Lemnos by thofc 
Pelafgians who feiz'd the Athenian Women at 
Brauron'y fet fail for Laced^emon^ atid arriving at 
^aygetusj lighted Fires; which ^ the Lacedas=^ 
monians (eeing, difpatch'd a Mefleqger to de- 
mand who they were, and whence they came. 
Their Anfwer was, that they were Minyansi 
Graiidfons of thofe Heroes who fail'd in the Ar- 
goSj and arriving in Lemnos htgot thdr Fathers* 
When the Lacedaemonians heard they were of 
Minyan Extraftion, they fent another MeA 
fenger to enquire with what Defign they had 
landed and lighted Fires in their Territories. 
They faid, that being ejefted by the Pekt 
gians, they might juftly return to the Coan* 
try of their Anceftors: And therefore defir'd 
to inhabit in Laconia, and to participate of 
their Honours and Lands. The Lacedaemom- 
ans received the Minyans on fuch Terms as they 
defir'd, for divers Reafons ; and e{pecially be- 
caufe Caft0 and Pollux the Sons of Tyndarus 
had been prefent in the Expedition of the Ar^ 
gos. They allotted to every Man a certain Por- 
tion of Land, and diftributed the whole Num- 
ber among their Tribes. On the other Part, the 
Minyans gave the Wives they brought fronl 
Lemnos to other Men, and took Spartan Women 
in their Place. But not long after growing in- 
folent, they committed many Crimes, and form'd 
a Defign to ufurp the Kingdom. Upon which, 

th0 
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tfie Lacedaemonians having determin'd to punifh 
them with Death, feiz'd and iraprifon'd all the 
Minyans. But becaufe, by the Cuftoms of the 
Country, all condemned Perfons are executed in 
the Night, and not by Day ; the Wives of the 
Minyans, who were Daughters to the principal 
Perfons of Sparta^ ask'd Leave to fpeak with 
their Husbands m the Prifon before the Execu- 
tion. The Lacedaemonians not fufpefting Fraud, 
granted their Requcft ; and the Women being 
admitted accordingly, gave their own Garments 
to their Husbands, and cloath'd themfelves with 
thofe of the Men. Upon which the Minyans 
drefs'd like Women went out of the Prifon, 
and fled in that Difguife to Taygetus, At the 
fame Time Theras the Son of Autefion^ and 
Grandfon to Tifamenes^ whofc Father Therfander 
was the Son of Polynices^ went out with a Co- 
lony from Lacedamon. He was of the Cad- 
maean Race : Uncle, by the Mother's Side, to 
Euryfthenes and Frocks^ Sons of ArifiodemuSy 
and Regent of the Kingdom during their Mi- 
nority. But after they came to be of Age, 
and had taken the Adminiflration of Affairs in- 
to their Hands, Theras^ who had tafted the 
Pleafure of commanding, impatient to fee him- 
felf reduced to obey, declared his Refolution to 
depart from Sparta^ in order to fettle with thofe 
of his own Blood. The Ifland now calPd 72?^- 
ra^ and formerly known by the Name of 
Callifta^ was then poffefs'd by the Pofterity of 
Membliares the Son of Pdeciks a PhcEiiician. 
For CadmuSy the Son of Agenor, arriving there, 
in the Search he made after Europa\ either 
pleased with the Beauty of the Country, or 
mov'd by other Reafons, left his Kinfman 
E e Membliares 
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Membliares with fome Phoenicians in that Ifland : 
And Callifta had been in the Poflefiion of thefe 
Phoenicians eight Generations before the Depar- 
ture of neras from Lattdamon. To this Place 
^eras werit, accompanied by many Peribns 
drawn out of the Spartan Tribes; not with 
Defign to expel the Inhabitants^ but to live 
among them, and contnbute to render the 
Ifland more populous. And becaufe the Lacedae* 
monians ftill perfifted in their Refblution to de- 
ftroy the Minyans, even after they had fled from 
the Prifon to Taygetus, he interceded for their 
Lives, and promised he would tranfport them out 
of that Country. Upon this Affurance the Lace- 
daemonians condefcended to his Defires, and 
Theras departed with his Company for Callijiaj 
in three Gallies of thirty Oars each ; carrying 
fome of the Minyans with him, but not many. 
For the greater Part had already enter'd into the 
Countries of the Paroreates and Caucones ; where, 
after they had driven out the Inhabitants, they 
diftributed themfelves into fix Divifions, and 
founded the Cities of Leprium^ Macijius^ Tbrix* 
asj Pyrgus^ Epium^ and Nudium -, moft of 
which have been deftroy'd in our Time by the 
Eleans. ^heras changed the Name of the Ifland 
Callifta^ into that of Tbera ; and to his Son, 
who had refus'd to accompany him in his Voy- 
age, he faid at his Departure, that he would 
leave him as a Sheep among Wolves : From 
which faying the young Man was eVer after calW 
Oiolycus. This Oiolycus was the Father of jEgeuSj 
from whom the .SEgides, a principal Tribe in 
Sparta^ derive their Name. The Men of this 
Tribe finding they had not the Fortune to bring 
up their Children, built a Temple by the Admo- 
nition 
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hitioti of the Erinnyan Oracle, dedicated to Laius 
^d Oedipus ; and poflefs'd afterwards by thofe 
Theraeans, who were defcended from theie ■ 

Men. , Thus far the Lacedaemonians and the 
Theraeans agree : But of that Part which re- 
mains, the Theraeans only are the Rekters. Gri^ 
ms, fay they, the Son of JSfanius^ one of the 
Defcendents of Theras^ and King of the Ifland 
*Thcra^ went to Delphi in order to facrificc a 
Hecatomb. He was attended by divers Citizens 
of the Place, and among them by Battus Son to 
Polymnejius^ of theMinyan Family of Euphemus: 
And whilft he confulted the Oracle concerning 
bther Affairs, the Pythian admonifh'd him to 
build a City in Libya, But be anfwer'd, *' I anl 
*' old, and unfit for fuch art Enterprize : There- 
*' fore rathel- command one of thefe young Men 
f' to execute that Order •,'* and as he faid thefe 
Words, he pointed to Battus. At their return 
they flighted the Oracle^ becaufe they had no 
Knowledge of the Situation of Libya •, nor durfl: v 

adventure to fend a Colony upon fo obfcurq art | 

Attempt. During feven Years from this Time^ j 

they had no Rain in Tl^era ; and after all the ^ 

'frees of the Ifland, except one, had perifti'd for 
want of Moifl:urei the Theraeans applied them- 
felves again to the Oracle : fiut the Pythian 
inade no other Anfwerj Than that they fliould 
fend a Colony to Libya. Thus feeing no End of 
their Calamity, they difpatch'd certain Perfpns 
to Crete^ with Orders to inquire^ if any of th? 
Cretan^ or other Inhabitants of that Ifland had 
fever been in Libya. Thefe Meffengers travelling J 

from Place to Place, arrived in the City of If anus ; J 

.•where having met with one Corobius a Dyer irt ;1 

Purple, who aflfur'd them he had been driyen by 'I 

E c 2 tia« ' ^ 
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the Winds to an Ifland of Libya call'd Platad^ 
they perfuaded him by the Promife of a large 
Recompence to go with them to Thera. At firil: 
the Theraeans fent only a fmall Number of Men, 
under the Condutft of CorobitiSy to the Ifland Pla- 
iaa : And they foon departed again, to give an 
Account of the Place to the Theraeans : Leaving 
Corobius behind with Provifions for about two 
Months. But thefe Men not returning within 
the Time appointed, Corobius was reduced to the 
laft Neceflity ; when a Ship of Samos bound 
Homewards from Mgypt^ under the Pilotage of 
Colaus^ arrived in the Harbour; being driven 
thither by Strefs of Weather: And after the 
Samians had been informed by Corobius of all 
things relating to this Expedition, they \th him 
Subfiftence for a Year^ and fet fail from the 
Ifland, wiftiing to recover the Coaft of jEgypt ; 
but on a fudden were furpriz'd by a ftrong Le- 
vant Wind ; which never ceas'd, 'till they had 
pafs'd the Columns of Hercules, and arriv'd at 
TarteJfuSj pufh'd on by a moft fortunate Com- 
pulfioii. For as that Port had never been at- 
tempted before, the Profits they made of their 
Merchandize were fo confiderable, that at their 
Return they brought Home a greater Treafure 
than any of the Grecians we know had ever 
done, fince the Time of Sojlratus the Son of 
Laodamus of jEgina^ who is above all Com- 
parifon. Thefe Samians with the tenth Patt of 
their Gain, amounting to fix Talents, made 
a Bafon of Brafs, refembling that of ArgoUsj 
and furrounded with the Heads of Griffins leaning 
to each other. This they plac'd in the Temple 
of Junoi fupported by three Coloflb's of Brafs ih 
a kneeling Pofture, and feven Foot in Height. 

And 
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And on this Occafion, the Cyinsnaeans and The- 
raeans contraded a great Friendftiip with the 
Samians. 

When thofe Theraeans, who left Corobius 
in Flataa^ were returned Home, with an Ac- 
<:ount, that they had taken Pofleffion of an 
ifland in Libya^ the Therseans refolv'd to fend 
a Colony thither, composed of Men drawn out 
of all their Diftridls, which ^yere feven in Nunir 
ber \ and that every Brother fiiould caft Lots with 
his Brother tq determine who fhould go ; ap- 
pointing Battus to be their King and Leader, 
and commanding two Gallies of fifty Oars to 
be made ready for their Tranfportation. Thefe 
things are reported by the Theraeans only : 
Vox what remains, we have the concurring 
Teftimony of the Cyrenaeans ; tho* they differ 
from the Theraeans in the Account of Battus^ 
and relate the Matter thus. Etearchus^ fay they. 
King of Qaxus a City of Crete^ after the Death 
of his firft Wife, married another Woman; 
who refolving to be effeftually a Stepmother 
to his Daughter, whofe Name was Phronima^ 
treated her in the moft injurious Manner; andr^ 
befides an infinite Number of other wickecl 
Contrivances, accus'd her at laft of Unchaftity 5 
and prevailed with her Husband to believe the 
Calumny. Etearchus perfuaded by* his Wife, 
formed a wicked Defign againft his Daugther, 
^nd fending for one "Themifon a Merchant pf 
Thera^ who, he knew, was then at Oaxus^ re- 
ceived him kindly, and compelled him to take 
an Oath to ferve him in, any thing he fhould de- 
fire. When he had done this, he delivered his 
Daughter to the Merchant, and commanded hini to 
E e 3 drqwn 
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drown her in the Sea during his Voyage. 
^emifcn difturb'd that he had been induc-d to 
fwear rafhly, and yet unwilling to break their 
mutual Hofpitality, refolv'd to a<a in this Man- 
ner. He received the King-s Daughter, ^nd 
fet fail. But after he was out at Sea, diat 
he might comply with the Obligation of his 
Oath, he let her down into the Water with 
Cords tied about her ; and after he had drawn 
her up again, purfued his Voyage to Tbera. 
TcJf.mieftiis^ an eminent Man in that Ifland, 
took Phronima for his Concubine, and after 
fome Time had a Son by her, who from his 
ihrill and ftammering Voice was nam'd Battus^ 
as the Thera^ans and Cyrenaeans fay ; But I 
am of Opinion he had another Name ; and re- 
ceived that of Bat His after his Arrival in Li- 
bya^ purfuant to the Anfwer of the Delpluan 
Oracle, and on Account of the Honour con- 
.ferr'd upon him. For the Libyans call a King 
Baittis \ and therefore I conjecture that the Py- 
thian Prophetefs forefeeing he fhould be a King 
in Lihya^ gave him that Title in the Libyan 
Language; having return -d this Anfwer, when, 
being grown a Man, he came to confult the 
Oracle concerning his Speech, 

Battus! about thy Voice inquire no more\ 
h'^oVio fends thee to the Libyan Shore 
In Wool abounding. 

As if fhe had faid in the Language of Greece^ 
King, about thy Voice. Battus anfwer*d, " I came 
" to confult the Oracle about my Voice, and the 
^* God requires tilings Impoffible ; commanding 
^' me to go to Libja. I defire to know, with 

' " what 
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** what Power, and with what Numbers ?** But 
when nothing could perfuade the Pythian to 
give any other Anfwer, and Battus found fhe re- 
peated the fame Words again, he left the Ora- 
cle, and returned to Thera. From that Time 
both he and the Theraeans felt the Revenge of 
the Pythian : And the People not knowing 
whence their Misfortunes came, fent again to 
Delphi to enquire concerning the Caufe, and re- 
ceived for Anfwer ; " That their Affairs fliould 
*' profper better, if, under the Condudl of Bat^ 
*' tus^ they would build a City in Libya^ by the 
*' Name of Cyrene^ Upon this Admonition the 
Theraeans made ready two Gallies of fifty Oafs 
each, and Battus with his Company imbarking, 
fet fail for Libya : But not being able to perform 
their Voyage, they returned Home : Where the 
Theraeans having refused to receive them, or 
fufffer the Men to land, commanded them to 
refume the Expedition. Thus compelled by Ne-r 
ceffity they fail'd again, and fettled in an Ifland 
of Libya ; call'd, as I faid before, Plat^a^ and 
reported to be of equal Extent with the Territo- 
ries now poflefs'd by the Cyrenaeans. After they 
had been two Years in this Place, and found their 
Condition no way amended ; leaving one of 
their Company behind, the reft failed to Delphi^ 
and having remonftrated to the Oracle, that tho* 
they had fettled in Libya^ yet the State of thdr 
Afiuirs ftill continued the fame, they had the 
following Anfwer from the Pythian; 

' Strange ! Toujhould know wool-bearing LibyaV 

Coaft 
Better than I: Touy who were never there. 

E c 4 When 
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When Battus and his Companions heard this, 
and found they muft return to Ubya^ becaufe 
the God would by no Means permit them to a- 
bandon their Enterprize, they departed, and ar- 
riving again in the Ifland of Plat^eay took on 
board the Man they had left there, and v/ent to 
inhabit a Country of Libya^ fituate oyer againft 
an Ifland call'd Aziriftus furrounded with agree- 
able Hills, and watered by twp Rivers running 
on each fide. Six Years they continued in this 
Region, and in the fcventh refolv*d to leave it, 
by the Perfuafion of the Libyans, who faid 
they wou'd fhew them a better Place. In ef- 
fed, the Libyans conduded them Weft ward in- 
to the moft beautiful Country imaginable ; and 
having computed the Hours of the Day, 
brought the Grecians thither by Night, tha^ 
they might not obferve the Way. The Regi- 
on is call'd by the Name of Irafa : And when 
the Libyans had fhewn them a Fountain, ac- 
counted facred to Apollo -, " Grecians, faid they^i 
*' Here you may inhabit moft conveniently; 
** and the Heavens fecni to invite you'\ Ac- 
cordingly the Cyrenseans, fix*d their Habitations 
in this Place, and continued to be about the 
fame Number as at their Arrival, during all thq 
Time oi Battus^ who reign'd forty Years, an4 
that of his Son Arcefilaus^ who reign'd iixteen, 
3ut under the Reign of another Battus^ their 
third King, firnamed the Happy^ the Pythi- 
an encouraged all Grecians to. undertake the 
Voyage of Libya^ and joyn with the Cyrenae- 
ans, who invited them, to an eaual Divifion 
of the Country. The Words or the Qraclq 
were thefe, -•. -. . v 

Regnt 



MELPOMBWM. 425 

Regret attends the Many who cofn§s too latCy 
^ojhare the lovely LibyaV fertil Plains. 

By thefe Means a great Multitude met together 
^t Cyrene -, and after they had divided a vaft Ex- 
tent of L&nd among themfelves, the Libyans 
iwith their King, Tvhofe Name was AdicraUy 
finding they were dppriyM of their Pofleffions^ 
and injurioufly floated, fent an Embafly to 
jEgypt with a Tender of their Submiffion to 
Apries King of that Country, who aflem- 
bling a numerous Army of ^gyptianjB, fent 
them to attack Cyrene. But the Cyrenaeans 
having drawn out their Forces to the Fountdn 
'Thejlis in Irafa^ fought and defeated the 3Egyp- 
tians, who to that time had been unacquaint- 
ed with the Grecian Valour, and therefore def- 
pis'd their Power. The Vidory was fo great, 
that few of the iPgyptians returned Home: 
And the ill Succefs of this Expedition caus'd 
fuch Difcontent amongft, that People, that they 
revolted againft Apries. 

ARCESJLAUS the Son of Battus, focceeded 
|iim : And in the Beginning of his Reign had 
fo many Contefts with his Brothers, that they left 
the Kingdom •, and arriving in another Part of 
Libya^ founded the City of Barca, which bears 
the fame Name to this Day ; and whilft they 
were fettling their new Colony, perfuaded the 
Libyans to revolt. But Arcejilaus Jed an Army, 
not only againft the revolted Libyans, but alfo 
againft thofe who had given Reception to his 
Brothers ; which put them into fuch a Confter- 
jiation, that they fled to the Eaftern Parts of 
Libya. Arcefilaus purfued them till he arrived ^% 
.'>:-' Leuconr 
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Leucon : And there the Libyans having refolv'd 
to attack him, fought the Cyrenaeans fuccefsfuUy, 
and killed feven thoufand Men upon the Spot. 
After this Difafter Arcefilaus fell fick, and taking 
A Medicinal Draught, was ftrangled by his Bro- 
ther Aliarchus. But his Wife, whofe Name was 
Eryxo^ reveng'd his Death, and kill'd Aliarchus 
by an Artifice of her own Contrivance. Battus 
the Son of this Arcefilaus ; a lame Man, and un* 
able to walk, fucceeding him m the Kingdom^ 
the Cyrenaeans who had received fo great a 
Blow, fent to enquire of the Delphian Oracle, 
under what Form of Government they might 
Eve moft happily ; and the Pythian in Anfwcr 
(commanded them to fend for a Legiflator from 
Mantinea a City of Arcadia. The Cyrenaeans 
did as they were inftruded, and the Mantineans 
chofe a Man for that purpofe, highly efteem- 
cd in their Country, and known by the Name 
of Demonax. This Per^n arrived in Cyrene\ 
and after he had fully informed himfelf of their 
Affairs, divided the People into three Tribes. 
The firft confiftcd of the Theraeans and their 
Neighbours; the fecond of Peloponnefians and 
Cretans; and a third contained all the reft of 
the Iflanders. He took away the Temples and 
fecred Offices of Battus % together with all 
other things, which had been peculiar to their 
Kings, and put them into the Hands of the 
People. Thefe Regulations were exadkly ob^- 
ferv'd during the Reign of Battus : But in the 
Time of his Son Arcefilaus great Difordcsrs arofe 
about thofe Honours. For Arcefilaus the Son of 
the lame Battus and Pheretimay declaring he 
would not fubmit to the Conftitutions of Demo- 
ftaxj challenged all the Prerogatives his Anceftors 

hid 
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had enjoy'd -, and having rais'd a Tumult oa that 
Occafion, he was defeated, and fled to Satms. 
His Mother efcap'd to Salamis a City of Cyprus^ 
then in the Pofleflion of that Euelthon^ who 
dedicated the curious Thurible at Delphi^ which 
is depofited in the! Treafury of the Corinthians. 
Pheretima after her Arrival, defied Euehhon to 
affift her with an Army in order to re-eftabliffi 
her Family in Cyrene: But he chofe rather to 
prefent her with all other things, than to grant 
her the Forces fhe demanded. Yet fhe accepted 
his Prefcnts ; and admiring their Beauty, always 
a4ded, that tho* thefe were very valuable, an 
jA^rmy would be far more acceptable to her. In 
the end Euelthon gave her a golden Reel, and a 
EfiftafF of the fame Metal, cover'd with Wool ; 
and finding fhe repeated her Acknowledgment 
in the fame Terms, he told Tier, thefe were 
the mofl proper Prefents for Women, and not 
Armies, 

In the mean Time Arceftlaus continued at Sa^ 
moSy foliciting all Men to joyn with him by Pro- 
mifes of an Agrarian Divifion ; and having by 
that Means colleded a numerous Army, he fail'd 
to Delphi^ in order to confult the Oracle concern- 
ing his Refloration, and had the following An* 
fwer from the Pythian. " JpoUo grants you the 
*' Dominion of Cyrene during eight Defcents, 
** down to the* fourth Battus^ and the fourth -^r- 
^* ceftlaus -, and exhorts you to aim at no more. 
*^ Be contented therefore to Hve peaceably at 
*' Home: And if you find a Furnace full of 
** Pitchers, throw them out unburnt : But if you 
*' fet fire to the Kiln, forbear to enter into a 
" Place bounded with Water on each fide. Un- 
^\ lefs you obferve this, you fhall certainly 
2 « perifh 
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^f perifti with the beautiful Bull." Arcefilaus 
having rcc^v*d the Anfwer of the Pythian, took 
with him the Forces he had colleifted in Samos ; 
and returning to Cyrene^ recovered the Pofleflion 
pf his Kingdom. But forgetting the Counfel of 
the Oracle, he brought thofe who had ejecfted 
him to a Tryal, and charg'd them with the Guilt 
of his Expulfion: So that many were compelled 
to abandon their Country -, whilft others falling 
iato their Hands, were fent to be executed in Cy- 
prus. But thefe arriving in the Port of Cnidus^ 
were refcued by the People, and fent away fafe 
to Tbera. In the me^n Time Arcejilaus being 
informed that another Party had retired to a 
Tower belonging to Jglomacbus^ he furrpynded 
the Place with Wood, and confum'd all thofp 
who were within. Which he had no fooner 
done, than he underftpod the Meaning of the Q- 
rack's Conunaqd, J^ot to burn the Veffels he 
fiouldfind in the Kiln ; and in that Perfuafion vo- 
luntarily departed from Cyrene^ under violent Ap- 
wehenfions of his own De^th, predided by the 
Pythian ; who, as he thought, could mean no 
other Place, becaufe Cyrene is fituate between 
two Rivers. He had a Wife related to him in 
Blood ; and becaufe fhe was Daughter to A- 
lazar King of the Barcaeans, he retired tp Bar- 
ca : Where fome of the Inhabitants, in Conjunct 
tion with others of the exil*d Cyrenaeans, bcr 
ing one Day informed that he was walking 
in the Publick Place, killed both }^m and his 
' Father-in-law. Thus Arcejilaus difobeying the 
Oracle, whether wilfully or ptherwife, accom- 
plifh'd his own Deftiny. pis Mother Phere^ 
timay whilft he was haftening to Deftrudkion in 
Barca^ continued at Cyrene^ and enjoy*d all the 
2 Honours 
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Honours he had poffefs'd; exercifing the fame 
Fundions, and prefiding in the Council: But 
when fhe heard the Manner of his Death, fhc 
fled to jEgypt ; becaufe her Son Arcefilaus had 
deferv*d well of Cambyfes the Son of Cyrus^ by 
putting Cyrene into his Protedion, and fettling 
a Tribute to be paid for an Acknowledgment 
of their Submiffion. Arriving in Mgyp^ and 
applying herfelf to Aryandes in the Form of a 
Suppliant, ftie befought him to revenge the 
Death of her Son, who fhe pretended, had been 
kilPd becaufe he was a Partizan of the Medes. 
Aryandes had been conftituted Governour of 
Mgyft under Cambyfes^ and in fucceeding Time 
was put to death by 'Darius for attempting to 
emulate one of his Adions. He had fcen that 
Darius exceedingly defir'd to leave fuch a Mo- 
nument of himfelf as no King had done be- 
fore; and refolving to imitate the Example, he 
received the Reward of his Prefumption. For 
after Darius had coin'd Pieces of Gold, refin'd 
to the utmoft Perfedion; Aryandes Governour 
of AS.gyp^ caused the fame to be imitated in the 
pureft Silver-, and this Aryandian Money is 
m high Efteem to this Day. But when Da- 
rms knew what he had done, he charged him 
with a Defign to rebel, and under that Colour 
put him to death. This Aryandes in Compaf- 
iion to Pherstima^ aflifted her with all the For- 
ces of Mgyp both by Land and Sea ; appointing 
AmafiSy one of the Maraphian Blood, to lead 
the Land Army, and Badres of Paflargadian Ex- 
tradion to command the Fleet, But before he 
gave Orders for the Departure of thefe Forces, 
he fent a Herald to Barca^ to demand who they 
wef« that had aflaffmated Arceftlaus. The Bar- 
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ierteem'd to have been the moft juft and excellent 
Perforis among them. Arid when they would 
divine, they go to the Tombs of their Aiiceftors, 
and after certain Prayers, they lyfi down t6 
fleep-, and ground their Predidions upon the 
Dreams they have at thbfe Times. In pledging 
their Faith to each other, they mutually pre- 
fent a Cup of Liquor -, and if they have none^ 
the Parties take up fbme Duft from the Ground, 
which they put into their Mouths. The Pfyl- 
lians are the next adjacent People to the Na- 
famones, and were deftroy'd in this Mannen 
All their Country lying within the Syrtis^ is 
deftitute of Springs -, and when the South- Wind 
had dried up all their Referves of Water, they 
confulted together, and determined to make War 
againft that Wind (I only repeat what the Li- 
byans fay ;) and after they were arrived at 
the Sands, the South- Wind blowing hard bu- 
ried them alive, and the Nafamones took Pof- 
feffion of their Habitations, The Country that 
lies above the Nafamones is inhabited by the 
Garamantees, who avoid the Sight and Society 
of all other Men ; poflefling no military Wea- 
pon, nor daring to defend themfelves. But 
in the maritim Places fituatc to the Weftward 
they have the Maces for their Neighbours, 
who fliave their Heads quite round \ only 
leaving a Lock of Hair growing in the mid- 
dle of the Crown : And when they make War, 
they wear the Skin of Oftriches inftead of Ar- 
mour. The River Cinyps runs thro' their Coun- 
try, rifing in an Eminence cali'd the Hill of 
the Graces ; which is covered with Trees (tho* 
all the other Parts I have mentioned are naked) 
and diftant two hundred Stades from the Sea, 

Next 



MELPOMENE, 433 

jirext in Situation are the Gindattes, whofe 
Wives the Libyans (ay, wear as many Bonders on 
their Q)ats as they have had Men : And fhe who 
has the liibft of thofe Borders is moft efteem*d 
becaufe fhe has had the greateft Number of Lo- 
vers. The Promontory that ^advances from this 
Country to the Sea, is pofTefs^d by the Lotopha- 
ges, who live altogether upon the Fruit of the 
Lotus, which is of equal Bignefs of that of the 
]L,entifcus ; but exceeaingly fweet like the Date. 
The Inhabitants make Wine of this Fruit^ 
Next adjoyning to the Lotophages, are the Ma- 
chlyes, on that fide which defcends to the Sea. 
They eat the Fruit of the Lotos : But fubfift 
hot wholly upon it, like thofe I mentioned be- 
fore. The TritQtty a confiderable River; runs 
iJong the Borders of this Country, and falls 
into the great Lake Tritdtih i where the Ifland 
of Phlia i^ fituate; to which the Lacedaemo- 
tiians were admonifh'd by an Oracle to fend a 
Colony, on this Occafion. When Jafon ha4 
built the jirgos at the Foot of Mount Pelion, and 

Eut a Hecatomb on board, with a Tripod of 
rafs, he fail'd round the Coafl of PelaponnefuSy 
in order to go to Delphi : But endeavouring to 
double the Cape of Malea^ he was furpriz'd by 
a violent Storm blowing from the North, and 
driven to the Coafl: of Libya: Where, before 
he could difcern the Shore, he found his Ship 
engag'd in the Sands of the Lake Tritonis. In 
this Perplexity, they fay, a Triton appearing to 
Jafon^ promised to bring the Ship off, and fend 
her away fafe, if he would prefent him with th^ 
Tripos. Jafon accepted the Condition ; and 
the Triton, after he had fhewn him a Paflagef 
©ut of the Shelves, plae'd tjie Tripos in his owqi 
F f Temple: 
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Temple : Which he had no fooner done, than he 
delivePd an Oracle from thence ; declaring to 
Jafon and his Companions, That when any of 
the Dependents of thofe who were on board the 
Argos^ (hould be poflefs'd of that Tripos, Fate 
had determined that the Grecians fhould efta- 
blifh a hundred Colonies about the Lake of 7r/- 
tonis: And when the neighbouring Nations 
of Libya were informed of this Prediftion, they 
tpok care to conceal the Tripos. Next to thefe 
is the Seat of the Aufes •, whofe Territories, 
together with thofe of the Machlyes, encompafs- 
the whole Lake of Tritonis^ and are fcpara- 
ted by the River Triton. They let their Hair 
grow on the fore Part of their Head, and the 
Machlyes behind. The Aufes celebrate an An- 
nual Feftival to Minerva •, in which the Virgins 
dividing themfelves into two Companies, en- 
gage in a Combat with Sticks and Stones. This, 
they fay, is done,; purfuant to ancient Cuftom, 
in Honour of a National Goddefs calM Minerva i 
and maintain that all. thofe who dye of the 
Wounds they receive in thefe Combats, were 
not Virgins. But before they depart out of 
the Field, they take the Virgin, who by com- 
mon Confent has behav*d herfelf moft vali- 
antly ; and having drefs*d her in a Corinthi- 
an Helmet, and a whole Suit of Grecian Ar- 
mour, they place her in a Chariot, and con- 
dudl her in Triumph round the Lake. What 
kind of Arms thefe Virgins us'd before the 
Grecians came to inhabit in thofe Parts, I can- 
not affirm -, but I conjedhire they were fuch 
as the -Egyptians ufe ; And I am of Opinion, 
that the Shield and Helmet were brought from 
;/Egypt into Greete. They fay, Minerva was born 

A of 
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of Neptune and the Lake Tritonis ; and that being 
difcontented with her Father on fome Occafion^ 
fhe gave herfelf to Jupiter^ who made her his 
Daughter by Adoption. The Men of this Coun- 
try have no Wives appropriated to particular 
Perfons ; but accompany with all Women in- 
diiFerently, after the M^ner of other Animals : 
And when a Boy has been educated by his Mo- 
ther to a convenient Age, he is admitted into 
an Aflembly of the Men, which is held every 
three Months to that purpofe ; and the Man 
he applies himfelf chiefly to, is reputed his 
Father. This Nation inhabits the maritim 
Parts, below the Libyan Nomades : And above 
thefe, afcending farther within the Land, lies 
a Region frequented only by wild Beafts ; be- 
yond which is a Ridge of Sands, fliretching 
from the JSgypfian Thebes to the Columns of 
Hercules. After a Journey of about ten Days 
within this Space, Rocks of Salt are found, 
rifing like Pillars, and fpouting out a cool and 
pleafant Water from the Top of each. Thofe 
who inhabit the Parts adjacent to thefe Springs, 
are the laft of all the Libyans on this fide the 
De{arts, and beyond the Beafls of Prey. Ten 
Days Journey from Thebes^ the Territories of 
the Ammonians begin, who have a Temple 
refembling that of the Theban Jupiter. For, as 
I faid before, the Image of Jupiter^ which 13 
plac'd in the Temple of Thebes^ has the Head 
of a Ram. They have likewife a Fountain, 
which in the Morning is tepid ; and growing 
cool during the Hours of walking abroad, be- 
comes very cold about Noon, and is then us'd in 
watering their Gardens. As the Day declines, 
this Cold gradually diminiihes, till about the Set- 
F ^ 2 ting 
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ting of the Sun the Water becomes tepid again, 
imd continuing to incrcafe in Heat, boils at Mid- 
fi^ht like a Tide, and fix)m that Time to the 
Mommg cools by degrees. This Fountain is 
call'd, ^e Fountain of the Sun. At the End of 
about ten Days more. Men arrive by a fandy 
Way at another Pillar of Salt, like thofe of the 
Animonians; fpouting out Water in the feme 
Manner, and furrounded with Habitations. The 
Region goes by the Name of jEgila ; and is 
frequented by the Nafamohes on Account of 
the Dates. Ten Days more bring a Man to 
another Pillar of Salt, with an Eruption of 
Water and Palm-trees covering the adjacent 
Lands, as in the Places abovementionM. This 
Country is inhabited by a populous Nation ; 
known by the Name of the Garamantes, who ^ 
after they have laid frefh Earth upon the Salt, 
fow their Corn in that Ground. From thefe to 
the Lotophages the Way is ftiort : But from the 
Lotophages to that Region where the Oxen go 
i)ackward, is as far as a Man can walk in thirty 
l)ays. The Horns of thefe Animals fhoot direft- 
ly forward ; and compel them to draw back as 
fliey feed. For they could not poffibly go for- 
ward ; becaufe their Horns muft ftick in the 
Ground. In every thing elfe they are like other 
Oxen ; except only that their Hide is harder and 
thicker. Thefe Garamantes are accuftomM to fit 
in Chariots^ and hunt the Ethiopian Troglody- 
tes 5 who are reported to be fwifter of Foot than 
any other Nation in the World, They feed upon 
Serpents, and Lizards,* with many other Kinds of 
Reptils; and their Speech fefembks the fhreek- 
ing of a Bdt^ rather than the Language of Men. 
a At 
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At the Diftance of about ten Days Journey from 
the Garamantes, is feen another Mound of 
Salt, with a Fountain ifluing out of the Summit^ 
The adjacent Parts are inhabited by the Atlantes, 
who are the only People, we know deftitute df 
ia particular Name. For that of Atlantes is the 
common Appellation of all the Libyans in Cpn- 
junftion, and not given to any diftinA Nation, 
this only excepted. This People curfe the 
Sun as it pafles over their Heads ; purfuing 
him with the vileft Reproaches -, becaufe he 
confumes both the Men and the Country with 
his fcorching Heat. After a Journey of ten Days 
motty another Hill of Sak aj^ears, with % 
Spring like the former, and Habitations of Men 
in the adjoyning Region. In the Neighbour- 
hood of this Place Mount Atlas is fituate ; cir- 
cular in FcMrm, and flender in Circumference ; 
but of (o great a Height, that his Head is al« 
ways invifible, being ever furrounded with 
Clouds, both in Summer gtfid Winter j and 
therefore by the Inhabitants cat?d The Pillar of 
Heaven. From hence thefe Men derive theiy 
Name, and are call'ii Atkntes. They neither 
eat the FIe(h of any Animal, nor are ever inter-c 
rupted in their Sleep by Dreams. Thus far I 
have been able to fet down the Names of thofe 
Nations that inhabit this Ridge of Sands •, but 
cannot proceed farther ; tho^ they reach beyond 
^e Column3 of Hercules. Within that Space, 
Mines of &ilt are found, branching out in 
Veins, fo far as a Man may travel vfi ten Days j 
twid thofe Parts are inhabited by Men, who 
build their Houfes with Lumps of this Salt. In 
thefe Parts of Libya no Rain falls ; for Walls of 
Salt CQuld not itand ]ong, if any Rain fhould fall 
F f '3 there. 
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there. The Salt wliich is dug out of thefe Mnes 
is of two Colours, White and Purple. All above 
this Ridge, tending to the South, and midland 
Parts of Libya^ is utterly defart ; without Spring 
or Beaft, Wood, Rain, or any kind of Moi- 
dure. From JEgypt to the LsJce Trifonis^ the 
Libyans are Breeders of Cattle ; eat Flefh, and 
drink Milk; but abftain from the Flefti of 
Cows, no lefs than the -Slgyptians, and will not 
keep Swine. Nay, among the Women of Cy^ 
renCj to ftrike a Cow is accounted a Crime ; be- 
caufe they celebrate the Fafts and Feftivals of the 
Egyptian I/is : Neither will the Barcaean Women 
tafte the Flefh either of a Hog, or of a Cow. 
And this is the State of things in thofe Parts. 
The Libyans who inhabit to the Weft- 
ward of the Lake Tritonis^ are not Keepers of 
Cattle, and differ from the Cuftoms of thofe 
that are ; one efpecially relating to Children. 
For many of thofe who live upon Pafturage, 
tho* I cannot affirm the fame of all, are ac- 
cuftom'd, when their Children attain to the Age 
of four Years, to cauterife their Veins, either on 
the Crown or Temples, with an Application of 
Sheep's- Wool in the Greafe : To the End that, 
during all the Time of their Lives, they may ne- 
ver be offended by pituitous Defluxions from 
the Head. This, they fay, is the Caufe of the 
perfetft Health they enjoy : And indeed the Li- 
byans of all the Nations we know, are the moft 
healthy ; but whether from this or any other 
Caufe, I fhall not determine. If any of thdr 
Children faint* under the Opferation, they recover 
again by a fprinklmg of Goats Urine ; which is 
a Remedy of their own Invention. Thefe things 
I repeat after the Libyans. In their Sacrifices^ 

theft 
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thefe Libyan Nomades ufe the following Cere- 
monies. They cut off the Ear of the Vidtim 5 
which they throw over the Top of the Building, 
as the Firft- fruits : And after that, they turn the 
Head of the Animal from them. They facrifice 
to no other Deities than the Sun and Moon, 
which are univerfally worlhipp*d by all the Li- 
byans. But thofe who inhabit about the Lake 
Trifonisj facrifice alfo to Triton and Neptune •, 
and principally to Minerva. From thefe the 
Grecians receiv'd the Apparel and Buckler of 
Minerva^s Images : Except only, that in Libya 
her Habit is made of Skins, and the Fringes that 
hang below the Buckler, are Thongs of Lea- 
ther, and not Serpents. In all other things the 
Refemblance is perfeft : And even the Name 
teftifies that the Stole of the Palladion came 
from ]Libya. For the Libyan Women wear a 
Mantle of tann'd Goat-fkins, dyed in Red and 
ffing'd, over the reft of their Garments. From 
thefe Skins the Grecians gave the Name of yff- 
gis to Minerva's Shield : And I am inclined to 
think that the Songs of Lamentation, which 
are fung in Temples, had the fame Original; 
becaufe they are commonly us'd by the Women 
of Libya^ and gracefully performed. The Gre- 
cians likewife learn'd from the Libyans, the 
manner of guiding their Chariots with four Hor- 
fes rang'd in Front. All the Nomades interr the 
Dead like the Grecians ; except the Nafamones ; 
who obferve the Time when the fick Perfon is 
ready to expire, and then place him in a fitting 
Pofture, that he may not dye with his Face 
upward. Their Houfes are made of Shrubs 
qompaded with R,u(hes, and portable. Suph 
^e the Cuftoms of thefe People. 

F f 4 The 
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Th e Weft fide of the River Triton is inhabit^ 
ed by the Libyan Aufes ; who being Huiband- 
men, and accuftorn*d to Kve in Houfes, are calPd ; 
Maxyes. They wear long Hair on the right fide 
of the Head, and (have the left. They paint 
the Body with Vermilion, and pretend to be 
of Trojan Extraction. Their Country, with 
all the reft of the weftern Parts of Liiya a- 
bounds more in Woods and wild Beafts, than 
thofe of the Nomades. For the Regions of ZJr- 
hya that lye to the EaftwarcH, and are inhabite4 
by Herdfmen, are low and &ndy, as far aa 
the River Triton : Whereas thofe that are pof- 
fefs*d by Huftmndmen, and fituate beyond that 
River, to the Weftward, are mountainous 5 a- 
bounding in Woods, and Beaft3 of Prey. Ser- 
pents of incredible Bignefs ^e feen in thi^ 
Coimtry ; with Lyons, Elephants, Bears, Afpics^ 
and Afles arm*d with Horns. The Cynoce-* 
phalus, which, as the Libyans (ay, has Eyc^ 
plac'd on his Breaft ; together with Savages,' 
both Men and Women ; and many other ftrangp- 
Animals; are likewife frequent in tho(e Partsu 
None of thcfe things are leen amqng the No- 
piades : But in Recompence, they have Eagles 
with a white Tail -, Bufiuloes ; fmall Deer 5 and' 
AiTes that never drink. They have likewi(e the 
Orys ; which is a wild Beaft, equal in Bignefs to 
a Cow : And from the Horns of this Animal the 
Phosnicims took the Meafure of their Cubit.' 
There is alfo the Baflaria ; the Hyaena ; the Por- 
cupine ; the wild Ram ; the Difitys ; the Thois y 
the Panther 5 the Borys ; arid Land-Crocodilei 
of abcut three Cubits in Length, re(embling 
the Lizard in Shape j together with a (brt of 
Oftrich that burrows in the Earth, and a fmall 

Serpent 
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Serpent with one Horn. Thefe, and all Kind? 
of Animals that live in other Countries, except 
the Stag and the wild Boar, abound in the Rct 
gions of the Nomades. But neither of thofe 
two are ever feen in any Part of Lybia. They 
have three forts of Rats ; fome of which arc 
call'd by the Name of Dipodes, or two-footed j 
fome by that of Zegeries, or Mountain-Rats, as 
the Lybian Word founds in the Grecian Lan- 
giu^e ; and others are nam'd Echines. There 
^re alfo Weefels in the Territories of Silphium^ 
perfeftly like thofe of Tartejfus. So many are 
the wild Beafts produced in the Countries of 
the Lybian Nomades; according to the bed 
Information I could attain by the ftriftefl: and 
moft diligent Inquiry. Next adjoyning to the 
Maxyes, the Zaveces are (ituate, whofe Wives 
4rive their Chariots in War: And after thenx 
the Country of the Zygantes, where abundance 
pf Honey is made by Bees; and they fay, a 
much greater Quantity by the Artifice of Men. 
AH thefe paint* themfelves with Vermilion, and 
cat Monkies, which are bred there in great 
Numbers, efpecially in the Hills. The Car- 
thaginians fay, that an Ifland calPd Cyranis lies 
at a fmall Diftance from this Shor^ ; inconfi- 
derable in Breadth, but comprehending two 
hundred Stades in Length ; of eafy Accefs from 
the Continent, and abounding in Olive-trees 
and Vines. They add, that there is a Lake in 
this Ifland, put of which the Virgins of the 
Country t^e up with Feathers a pitchy Sub- 
ftanee mtermix'd with Sprigs of Gold. I can- 
not afiirm the Faft to be true ; but I write na 
more than they fay. Yet 'tis not impoffible. 
For I have feen Pitch drawi^ im out of a Lake 
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in the Ifland pf Zacynthus ; which contains feye- 
fal Lakes : The largeft of which is a Scjuare 
of feventy Foot on every fide, and of two Fa- 
thom in Depth. They let down a Pole into 
this Lake, with a Mvrtle faften'd to the End, 
and draw out Pitch hanging about the Myrtle, 
of a Bituminous Scent, and Better than that of 
Pieria. This they put into a Pit prepared to 
that purpofe near the Lake ; and when they 
lave colleded a great Quantity, they pour it 
off into Veflels. All that falls into the Water, 
pafles under Ground, and appears agwi upon 
the Surface of the Sea, which is about four 
Stades diftant from the Lake. Thefe things be- 
ing fo, the Account given of the Libyan Lake 
may not feem improbable. The Carthaginians 
ferther fay, that beyond the Columns of Hercu^ 
ks there is a Region of Libya well inhabited \ 
where when they arrive, they unload their 
Merchandize on the Shore, and returning again 
to their Ships, make great Fires: That the 
Inhabitants feeing the Smoak, come down to 
the Coaft, and leaving Gold in Exchange for 
the Goods, depart again to fome diftance from 
the Place ; That the Carthaginians at the fame 
Time going afhore, view the Gold ; and if the 
Quantity feem fufEcient for the Goods, they take 
it up and fail away ; but if they are not contented, 
they return to their Ships and continue there : 
That the Libyans upon this come again, and 
lay down more Gold to the former, 'till they 
have fatisfied the Merchants: That no Wrong 
is done on either part, the Carthaginians never 
touching the Gold, before they acquiefce in the 
Price; nor the Inhabitants the Merchandize, 
before the Gold is taken away. And thus | 
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have nam'd all the People of Libya I can : The 
greater Part of which have had little Regard 
to the King of the Medes, either at that Time 
or fince. But I muft add, that this Country is 
inhabited by four feveral Sorts of People, and 
no more, that we know. Two of thefe arc 
Original Inhabitants, and the other two are Stran- 
gers. Of the firft Sort are the Libyans and 
Ethiopians ; of the other, the Phoenicians and 
Grecians. Neverthelefs in my Opinion Libya is 
not comparable to Jfta or Europe in Fertility, 
except in the Territories of CinypSj which lies 
upon a River of the fame Name, and is equal 
to any other Land in the Produftion of Corn, 
and altogether unlike the reft of Libya. For 
the Soil is black, and well watered with Springs ; 
fecure from immoderate Drynefs; and never 
hurt by exceflive wet ; tho' fome Rain falls in 
that Region. Thefe Lands produce as great a 
Meafure of Plenty as thofe about Babylon. The 
Country of the Euefperides is likewife fruitful; 
yielding in a very plentiful Year a hundred for 
one ; but that of Cinyps about three hundred. 
The Territories of Cyrene are in Situation higher 
than any other Part of the Country that belongs 
to the Libyan Nomades, and contain three Regi- 
ons worthy of Admiration.x For no fooner is 
the Harveft of the maritim Places laid up, and 
Vintage over, than the Fruits of the fecond 
Region, which they call the Hills, attain to 
maturity : And wljilft they are carried off, 
thofe of the higheft Part become ripe. So that 
during the Time they eat and drink the firft 
Produftibns, the next Crop is perfeftly ready* 
Thus the Cyrenaeans are eight Months em* 
ploy'd in a continued Succeflion of Harveftss 

2 and 



444 HERODOTUS, Book IV. 

and this may be (ufiicient to hy concerning 
thefe things. 

The Pcrfians who were fcnt by Aryandes 
from jEgypt to revenge the Quarrel of Pbere^ 
tima^ arriving before Barca laid Siege to the Gty, 
and by a Herald demanded thofe Perfon^ whof 
had been concem'd in the Death of Arcifilaus : 
But the Inhabitants having univerfally confented 
to the FaA, refvs'd to hearken to the Mei&ge. 
And after the Befiegers had been about nine 
Months before the Pkce, carrying on divers 
Mines towards the Walls, and ufing battering 
Engines of War ; an Artificer in Brafs difcover*d 
their Saps in this Manner. He carried a Shield 
of that Metal round the City within the Wall^ 
and applying it to the Gnnin^d, heard no Noife 
where the Earth was iblid : But when he came 
to the Parts that were undermin'd> the Brafa 
rung. Upon which difcovery fome of the Bar- 
cseans fell to countermining, ^d kilPd all the 
Perfians who were employed in the Mines. 
Whilft others difmounted dicir Engines. Much 
Time had been fpent in the Siege \ Wny of the 
Barcseans kill'd, and the Lofs of the Pdrfians no^ 
lefs confiderable j when jfmajs General of the^ 
Army, finding he could not fucceed by Force,' 
refolv'd to reduce the City by Fraud ; and tci 
that End contrived this Stratagem. He opened 
a broad Trench in the Night, which he covered 
with flight Planks of Wood ; and by fpreadins a 
Surface of Earth upon the Timber, rendred that 
Part equal to the adjoyning Ground. Early the 
next Morning he demanded a Conference with 
the Barcaeans ; which they readily accepted, be- 
?aufe they were defirous to come to an Accom- 

modatioa^ 
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inodation ; and accordingly a Treaty was con- 
cluded on both fides, and confirm'd by Oath on 
that Spot of Ground, which was undermined ; 
importing, •' That die Agreement ftiould con- 
** tinue in force as long as the Earth on which 
** they ftood fliould remain in the prefent Con- 
♦* dition : That the Barcaeans fhould pay a com- 
** petent Tribute to the King^ and that the 
*' Perfians fhould innovate nothing in Barca^^ 
Under the Faith ^ this Treaty the Barcaeans 
opening their Gates, went frequently out of the 
City, and received all the Perfians who defir*d to 
be admitted. But during this Intercourfe, the 
Perfians entered the Place with all their Forces % 
after they had broken down the Covering of the 
Trench they had made. Which they did, to 
free themfelves from the Obligation of the Oath 
they had taken to the Barcaeans, ** I'hat the 
" Treaty ihould fubfifl: fo long as the Earth 
** on which they ftood fhould continue in the 
*' fame Condition t'* And fupposM, that upon 
the Alteration they had made in that Place, they 
had likewife diffolv'd the Force of their En^ 
gagement. 

When the Perfians had thus furpriz'd the 
City, and put the Power into the Hands of 
Pheretimaj fhe caUs'd thofe who had been princi-^ 
pally concerned in the Death of Arcefilaus^ to be 
impal'd round the Walls ; and having cut ofF 
the Breafts of their Wives, affixed them about 
the fame Places. She gave the Pillage of the 
other Inhabitants to the Perfians 5 excepting 
only the Battiades, who had not confented to 
the Enterprize: And on that Account flie put 
diem into Pofleffioii of the City« The Perfians 

after 
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after they had reduc'd the reft to Servitude, 
march'd away ; and when they arriv'd in the 
Territories of Cyrene^ the Cyrenaeans, in Obe- 
dience to fome Oracle, permitted them to pals 
freely. But as they pafs'd ; Bares^ who com- 
manded the Naval Forces, '^endcavouPd to per- 
fuade them to plunder the Qty: To which 
Amfis^ General of the Land Army, would not 
confent; laying, He was fent againft no other 
Grecian City than that of Barca. Neverthelefe 
when they had march'd thro* the Country, and 
were arrived at the Altar of the Lycaan Jupiter^ 
they began to repent that they had not poflefs'd 
themfelves of Cyrene^ and attempted to return 
thither. But tho* the Cyrenaeans were not upon 
their Guard, nor had drawn out any Force to 
oppofe them, the Perfians were ftruck with a 
Panick Fear j and turmng back again with great 
Precipitation, encamp'd at the Diftance of about 
fixty Stades. In this Camp they received an 
Order of Aryandes for their Return j and hav- 
ing defir*d a Supply of Provifions from the Cy- 
renaeans, they obtained their Requeft, and 
march'd away towards Mgypt. In dieir March 
they were continually harrafs'd by the Libyans ; 
who, to get their Clothes and Baggage, kill'd 
all they found fick or ftraggling, 'till the Army 
arrived in JEgypt •, after they had penetrated the 
fertheft Part of Libya to the Country of the 
Euefperides. The Barcaean Captives were fent 
from Mgypt to King Darius ; and by his Cbm- 
mand fettled in a Diftridt of BaSlria ; which 
they afterwards called by the Name of Barca^ 
and the Place is inhabited at this Time« Never- 

thelefi 



MELPOMENE, 447 

thelefs the End of Pheretima was not happy: 
For foon after Ihe had taken Revenge againft the 
Barcaeans, and was returned to Mgypt from Lu 
bja^ ftie was eaten alive by Worms, and perifh'd 
miferably. So odious to the Gods are the Ex- 
cefles of human Vengeance. Such, and fo ex- 
orbitant was the Cruelty exercis'd againft the 
Barcaeans by Pheretima the Daughter of Battus. 



7be End of the Fourth Book. 
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An INDEX to the Firft Volume of 
the Hijiory of HERODOtUS, 



ADraftuSt fee Atys and Cregfus. 
JEgypt^ and its Produftions, largely dcfcrib'd ; toge- 
ther with the Rites, Cuftoms, Manners and Hiftory of 
the ^Egyptians : nefe make the SubjeS of tbe whole fecond 
Book, and tbe Beginning of tbe tbird Book ; viz. from 
Page 137 to 256. 
^Egyptians, firft Inventors of the Year, 1 39. Firft gave 
Names to the twelve Gods, and ere6led the firft Altars, 
Images and Temples, lb. Their eafy Husbandry, 145, 
Their national Cuftoms, 157. Firft us*d Circumcifion; 
Their Cleanlinefs, efpecially of their Priefts, 158. 
The Advantages of their Priefts, and their Manner of 
facrificing, 159, 160, 161. iBgyptians will not eat 
the Head of any Anima], 160. Their Averfion to the 
Grecians, 161. Are forbidden to kill any Cattle, lb. 
The Reaf«n of their reprefenting Jupiter v^hh the Head 
of a Ram, 162. They reckon Swine impure, and 
therefore will not admit Hogheardi into their Temples, 
165. Yet facrifice thofe Animals to Bacchus, and to 
the Moon when at full, and then eat of them, 166. 
The Names of almoft all the Grecian Gods, originally 
deriv'd from the ^Egyptians, 167. Who pay no reli- 
gious Honour to Heroes, 168. Oracles carried into 
Greece and Libya from jEgypt, 1 69. Egyptians the firft 
Inventors of Feftivals, and Ceremonies, 171. Their 
Manner of celebrating the Feftival of Bubaftis, 172; and 
of the Feftival call'd 7he Lighting of Lamps, 173. -Egyp- 
tians the firft who ordain'd that Men ftiould abftain from 
Women in the Temples, 174. Their Cuftoms relating 
to Beafts, efpecially Cats and Crocodiles, 175, 177. Some 
peculiar Manners of the ^Egyptians, 1 80. Inventors of 
Prediflions, and addi6led to obferve Prodigies, 182. A- 
mong the Egyptians every Phyiician applies himfelf 
wholly to the Cure of one Difeafe only, 183. Their 
Cuftoms relating to the Funerals, U. Their Ways of 
G g embalm- 
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embalming, U. Their Navigation, 189. The Egyptians 
firft affirmed the Immortality and Tranfmigration of a 
Man's Soul, 209. iEgyptian Pricfts would by no Means 
allow that a Man could be begotten by a God, 22 1 . The 
Egyptians divided into feven Orders of Men ; a Com- 
putation of the Numbers of that Order which from Fa- 
ther to Son apply thcmfelves wholly to military Affairs, 
235. The Lands conferr'd on their Militia, exempted 
from all publick Tributes, as well at thofe of the Prieft- 
hood, 236. 

JEolian Citie?, an Account of them, 95. See lonians. 

^fop^ the Fellow-Servant of Rbodopis the Courtezan, 215. 

jEtbiopianSf a remarkable Account of the Macrobian Ethio- 
pians, 257. 

Africa^ the Phoenicians faiPd round all its Coaft^ from the 
Red'Sea to jEgytt, 364. 

Alexander, Son of Priamus, having carried off Helena from 
SpariHy is forc'd by a Tempeft to land in jEgypt, and is 
fent up to the Court of King Proteus, 199. 

Aljatteu his Manner of diftreiling the Milefians, whom he 
could not befiege, lo. The Sequel of that Story, 12. 
His Sepulchre, 61. 

Amajis, defeats the Army of Apries, and fo fecures his Pof- 
feffion of the Throne of jEgypt, 236. His Contrivance 
to gain Refpefl from the Egyptians, 239. His Reafon 
for dividing his Time between Bufinefs and Diverfion, 
239. His Buildings, 240. Other A^lions of his, 241. 
His Daughter being demanded for a Wife by Camhjfes, 
he fends to him Nitetis the Daughter of Apries ; which 
Cambyfes made a Pretext, among others, for invading 
^gypty 246. But Amafii dies before that Invafion, 
250. His remarkable Tranfaftion with Polycrates of So- 
mos, 271. 

Amazons, their Arrival in Scytbiay and their Marriage with 
Scythian Youths, whom they perfuade to remove with 
them to Sarmatia, 398. 

Anrfis, a blind Man, King of JSgypt, flics to the Fens on 
the Invafion of his Kingdom by Sabaeon, 217. Forms an 
Jfland in the Fens, 219. Returns to the Exercife of his 
Government, lb. 

Apries, King of jEgypf, moft of the ^Egyptians revolt from 
him and fet upAmaJis, 233. By a paffionate and unwor- 
thy Treatment of an eminent ^Egyptian, he lofes the reft 
of the ^Egyptians who adher*d to him, 234. With his 
Auxiliary Forces of Carians and loniins he fights a Battle 
againft Amajis and the ^Egyptians, 19 defeated, taken Pri- 
foner, and ilrangled, 236. Jrabiaf 
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Arahiat fome Account of it, 312. In what Manner the A- 

rabians gather Frankinccnfc, 313. And Caffia, 314. 
ArcefilauSi fee Pberetima. 
An ArcbiteSi, in building an Apartment for the King of ^- 

gypt*s Trcafure, leaves one Stone loofe ; by removing 

which thofe Treafures might be robbed: A remarkable 

Story thereupon, 204. 
Arion fav'd from drowning by a Dolphin, 1 3. 
Ariflodicusy a remarkable Story of his Behaviour towards the 

Oracle of Branchis, 100. 
Artabanm, in vain offers to difluade his Brother Darius from 

invading Scythia, 386. 
AfpatbineSf fee Seven Noblemen of Perfia, 29 1 . 
Aflyages, fee Cyrus and Harpagus. 
Afychisy King of jEgypt, his Anions, 216. 
Atoja, Wife of Darius^ perfuades him to undertake a War 

againft Greece y 328. 
Atys^ kiird by Adraftus, who afterwards kills himfelf, 21. 

B. 

BabyloHt defcrib'd, m. (as is alfo the Country about it, 
121.) befiegM and taken by Cyrus, 119. Bclieg'd by Da- 
rius, 338. and taken, 343. 

Babylonians, their Cuftoms, 120, 122. 

Battus, by the Command of an Oracle, fettles with a Colony 
of Grecians at Cyrene in Libya, 422. 

Bias, his Saying to Crcefus, 15. His Advice to the lo*- 
nians, 106. 

Butus, a City of Mgypt, fome very remarkable Strudlurcf 
there defcrib'd^ 229. 

C. 

Cambyfes, fucceeds Cyrus in the Kingdom of Per^a, 137. 
Refolves to lead an Army againft ^gypt, 245. Facilitates 
his March to that Country, by a Treaty with the King 
of Arabia, 249. Defeats Pfammenitus, King oi jEgypt, 
in a fet Battle, 251. and takes Memphis, 252. His Trial 
of the Conftancy of Pfammenitus, lb. At Sais he caufes 
the Corpfe of King Amafis to be burnt, 255. He fends 
Spies under Pretence of carrying Prefents, to the Country 
of the Macrobian Ethiopians ; their Speech to the 
King of that Country, at the Delivery of thofe Prefents^ 
zt^j. His Anfwer, 258. On the Return of the Spies, 
Cambyfes refolves in a Pailion to march againft the M- 
thiopians, 260. But loiing a great Part of his Army 
G g 2 in 
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in the fandy Defartt beyond Tbtbes^ he is oblig*d to re- 
turn to MemfbiSf 261. Another confiderable Body of 
Men which he had orderM from Tbehes^ to lay wafte 
the Country of the Ammonians. are buried aJive in the 
Sands, Ik* He kills the Egyptian God Apis^ 263. In- 
dac*d by a Dream, he caufes his own Brother Smerdis to 
be m^de away, 264. and kLls his own Sifter, 265. He 
commits other Extravagancies, 266. His Treatment of 
Cretfus who admoniih*d him to moderate his Paffions, 
268^ While he continues delirious in Mgypt^ two of the 
Mages conipire agaijift him; and one of them (nam'd 
Smerdis) pietending to be that Smerdis, firother of Cam- 
bjjesy who was killM, causM himfelf to be proclaimed 
by a Herald in the Army and Prefence of Cambjfes, 
2S4. His Regret for having caused his Brother to be 
kiird, when he found his Dream fulfillM by Smerdis the 
Mage, 285. Mounting his Horfe with a Refolation to 
inarch back to Perfia againft the Mages, he accidentally 
wounds himfelf with his own Sword, and dies of the 
Wound, 286. His memorable Speech to the Perfians be- 
fore he expired, lb, 

Candaules, contrives to let his Wife be fecn naked by GjgeSp 
6. and is at his Wife*s Inftigation kilPd by him, 8. 

Carians and Caunians^ fome Account of them, 107, 108. 

Cepbrenes, King of jEgjpt, erefls one of the Pyramids, 211. 

Cbarilauu fee Maandrus. 

Cbeops, King of jEgypt, builds a wonderful Bridge and Py- 
ramid, 210. Proilitutes his Daughter, for Money, 211. 

Circumcijion, us*d by the Colchians, ^Egyptians, and ^thio* 
plans, from Time immemorial, 193. 

Cleomenesy'K\is%oi Spar t ay refufes to be corrupted by Mo- 
n.y, 337. 

Coes, of Mitylene, advifes Darius to leave the Bridge on the 
Ifler intire when he pafs*d into Scytbia, 392. 

Crctfus the firft of the Barbarians who attacked the Grecians, 
4. His Converfation with ^Mi, 15. His Converfation 

* with Solorty 1 6. Entertains Adrafiusy who kills his Son 
At^st 21. His MeiTage to the Oracle at Delpbiy in order 
to his inquiring afterwards concerning a War with Cy- 
rus ; and his Prefents for the true Anfwer he received, 
26. He confults the Oracle farther, 30. The Anfwer 
of the Oracle touching a War againlt Cyrus y 31. He 
fends to the Spanans to defire their Alliance, 42. He 
rejects the prudent Advice of Sandanisy who would 
hive di/Tuaded him from making War againft the Per- 
ium9, 44. He invades Cappad^da, 46. Fights a drawn 
1 Battle 
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Battle with Cyrus nezvPteria, and then returns to Sard//, 

48. Whither Cyrus advancing, defeats him in the Field» 
50. And thereupon befieging SardiSy that City is taken, 
and Crafus in it, 53. His Life is fav^d on that Occafioa 
by the Exclamation of his Son, who till then had been 
dumb, 44. He is fettered and plac'd on a Pile of Wood» 
by Command of Cyrus ^ in order to be burnt, but is fav'd, 
55. On his Advice Cyrus takes from the PerHans the 
Plunder of Sardis, 57. He defires Cyrus to let him fend 
his Fetters to the God of the Grecians who had deceived 
him by illufory Oracles, 58. His Advice to Cyrus to ren- 
der the Lydians effeminate, 98. His Advice to Cyrus 
to pafs into the Country of the MaiTagetes, rather than 
let them bring their Forces into his Dominions, 129. 
He is recommended by Cyrus to his Son CambyfaSy lb. 
His artful Compliment to Cambyfesy 267. He admonifhes 
Cambyfes to moderate his Paffions, receives from him a 
very reproachful Anfwer, and is orderM to be put to 
Death ; but is fav'd to the Joy of Cambyfes^ 268. Who 
neverthelefs caufes the Officers, who by faving Crcefus 
difobey'd his Orders, to be executed, 269. 

Cyaraxesy his Anions, 6yt 69. 

Cyrus, his Parents and Birth, 69. He is deliver*d to Har- 
pagus, by his Grandfather Jftyagis, to be murther'd, but 
is preferv'd and brought up by a Herdfman^s Wife, 70. 
By an Accident he comes to be difcover'd to Aftyages^ 
74. who fends him to his Parents in Perfia, 79. Being 
grown a Man, he is invited by Harpagus, who had pre- 
par*d the principal Medes to ailift him, to revolt with 
the Periians and dethrone Aftyagesy 80. The Means 
he us'd to perfuade the Perfians to revolt, 82. He 
leads them againft the Medes, and fucceeds in his En- 
terprize, 84. He fights a Battle near Fteria in Cappa- 
docia, with Crcefus who had invaded that Country, 48. 
Advances to Sard is, defeats Creefus, and beiieges Sardisy 

49. takes it, and in it CrafuSy 53. Whofe Life he fpares, 
on his relating to him a Saying of ^(;/<7xr, 5(;. His An- 
fwer to the lonians and ^olians, who made an Offer 
of their Submiffion to him after he had conquered the 
Lydians, 90. His Saying concerning the Grecians, 97. 
He leaves Zardis to return to Perjia, the Lydians revolt, 
his Words to Crctfus thereupon, Crcefus advifes him to 
difarm the Lydians and render them efFeminate by in- 
dulging them in an idle and luxurious Way of living, 
that fo they, might have no Spirit to reisel again, 98. 
He marches againft Babylony and in hii Way drains the 

G g 3 > * Rivet 
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River GynJis, ii8. Btfitgei Ba^/oft, and take3 it, 119. 
He makes War againft the MafTagetes, 1 26. Receives a 
McfTage from Tomyris Queen of thofe People, 128. En- 
ters her Country, 131. His Dream concerning DariuSf 
lb. He defeats by Stratagem the Son of Tomyris ; but 
his Army is entirely defeated by her, himfelf kilPd, and his 
Head thrown into a VeiTel fiird with Blood, 133. 

D. 

Darius, Son of Hyftafpis^ a Nobleman of Perfiat one of 
Seven who confpir*d againft Smerdis the Mage, who 
with his Brother Patizitbes had ufurp*d the Government 
of that Monarchy; his Propofition touching the put- 
ting their Enterprize into immediate Execution without 
feparating, 291. *Tis approv*d by the reft, 293. and 
executed, one of the Mages being killM by the Hand of 
Darius, 296. The Seven confulting what Sort of Go- 
vernment to eilablifh, Darius^s Sentiment for Monar- 
chy prevails, 297. and by Art he gets himfelf eleded, 
302. He eredls the Statue of his Horfe, by whofe Neigh- 
ing he gain*d the Crown, 304. He divides his Domi- 
nions into Satrapies, and appoints the Revenues to be 
furni(h*d him by each Divifion, 304. He is accounted 
covetous, 305, 317. He puts Intapbernes (one of the 
Seven) to Death, 318. Being perfuaded by his Wife 
Jtojfa to make War againft Greece, he fends Democides 
with fomc Perfians to view the Country, 327. His 
Gratitude to Syiofon, who in jEgypt gave him a Scarlet- 
Cloak, 332. He fends Otanes with an Army to put Sy- 
lofon in Poffeffion of Samos, i^. The Succefs of that 
Expedition, 336. He beueges Babyhn, and by the 
Means oi Zopyrus takes it, 338. He prepares to invade 
Scythia, 386. His cruel Ulage of Oiobazus, lb. He 
inarches with his Army from Sufa to Cbakedon on the 
Bofpborus, where a Bridge was laid ready for his Paf- 
fagCf 387. The Number of his Army, 388. He paffes 
with his Land- Forces into Europe, and orders the lo- 
nians to fail to the Ifter, and lay a Bridge over it, 389. 
His March through Tbrace, lb. Arriving at the Ifler, he 
is perfuaded by Goes to leave the Bridge there intire, 
v^ith the lonians to guard it, 393. He advances into 
Scythia, 404. His Meffage to King Indathyrfus, 407. 
Receives a Prefent in Anfwer, 409. He finds himfelf 
oblig'd to retire back to his Bridge on the Ifter^ 410. 
The Expedient he us'd to conceal his Retreat, 41-1. The 
Scythians gqt before him to the Bridge^ and would have 
' perfuaded 
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perfuaded the lonians to retire with the Ships that com* 
pos*d it, and leave the Perfians to their Mercy, 412. fiat 
Hiftiaui of Miletus difluades the lonians from taking their 
Counfel, and fo faves Darius and his Army, 413. He 
repalTes into ^j, 415. 

Deioces^ having engrofsM to himfelf . the Reputation of a juft 
Judge, contrives to get himfelf eledled King of the Medes, 
63. His Anions afterwards, 65. 

Democidesy a Crotonian, cures Darius who had diflocated 
his Heel; and his Wife jttoffa of a Tumour in her 
fireaft ; and by making ufe of her Jntereft with Darius^ 
finds Means to procure his Liberty and return to Greece, 
325. 

E. 

Eleans, confult the ^Egyptians touching the Eftabliihment 
of the Olympian Ezercifes, and receive a notable Anfwer^ 
232. 

G. 

Games, invented by the Lydians on a remarkable Occa- 
iion, 62. 

Geometry, its Original, 196. 

Getes, their Way of fending Meflengers to Zamo/xis, 391. 

Gobryas^ one of the Seven Nobles of Perfia who confpirM to 
dethrone Smerdis the Mage, 291. Determines the refl to 
agree to the Propofition of Darius to put their Deiign into 
immediate Execution, 293. His perfonal Bravery when 
it came to the Pufli, 296. The Expedient he pro- 
posed to Darius for retiring fafe out of Scytbia to the 
Ift4r, 411. 

Grecians, the religious Rites they leam*d from the ^gyp* 
tians and Pelafgians, 167, 168. At what Time they be- 
gan to invoke the Gods under diftinft Names, 169. Re- 
ceived the Ufe of 0racles> Feftivals, and Ceremoniet^ 
from the .Egyptians, 171. 

ges, by the Murther of Candaules pofTeiTes himfelf of the 
"kingdom of Libya, 8. Some Account of his Reign, 9. 

H. 

Harpagus, receiving Cyrus from his Grandfather 4/iyagei 
with Order to murther him, delivers him with like Or- 
der to a Herdfman, who preferves the Infant, 70. Oa 
the Difcovery of the Prefervation of Cyrus, Aflyages^ 
to punifh Harpagus for Difobedience, makes him eat 
the Flefli of his own Son, 77. In Revenge* when Cy- 
rus was grown a Man, he exhorts him to revolt with 
the Perfian8> and he himfelf prepares the principal 
G £ 4 Medet 
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Medea to receive bim and depofe Afij^h So. Being 
made General of the Medes by Jflyages^ he lets Cyrus 
and the Perfiant have the VyBtoTj, which brought en the 
Depofition of Aftjagis^ 84. Being appointed by Cyrui 
General againft the Ionian), he takes FboCdta^ 103. and 
fnbdues the reft of lonia^ 105. as aKb the Otfians, and 
Cnidians, 109. 

Helena, being carried off from Sparta by Alexander^ is driven 
by a Storm to land with him in ^gypt s and they are fent 
up to the Court of King Proteus, 199; who reftores her to 
her Husband Meneiaus, 202. 

Hifti^us, of Miletus, perfuades the lonians to fiay with their 
Ships, which composed the Bridge that Darius caused to 
be made over the Ifler, and not to abandon the King and 
his Army to the Scythians, 413. 

Homer, mentions in his Iliad the Anival of Alexander and 
Helena in ASgypt, 201. 

Homer and HeSod, thought by Herodotus to have introduce 
Che Genealogy of the Gods among the Grecians, and 
ailignM them their Names^ Fundlions, and Forms, 169. 

Hou/e, a large one made in jEgypt of a iingle Stone, 240. 

Hjdarnes, a Confpirator againft Smerdis the Mage, 291. 

Hyftafpes, Father of Darius, 131. 



Ibis, fome Accdunt of that Bird, 179. 

Immortality and Tranfmigration of Man^s Soul, £rfi affirmed 
by the ^Egyptians, 209. 

Indathjrfus, a King of Scytbia, receives a Meflage from Da- 
rius, 406. The Prefent returned in Anfwer to it, 409. 

Indians, fome Account of thofe that pay 'jtribute to the King 
of Perfia, 309. 

Intapbemes, one of the Confpirators againft Smerdis the Mage, 
291. He lofes an Eye in the Execution of that Enter- 
prize, 296. Is put to Death by Darius, 318. The re- 
markable Behaviour of his Wife on that Occafion, 319. 

Ionian Cities, an Account of them, 91. The lonians and 
iEolians apply to the Spartans for AfEftance againft Cy- 
rus, 96. Are fubdued by Harpagus the General of Cy- 
ruSy 105- 

lojtians, a Colony of them fettle in jEgypt in the Time of 
Pfammetiebus, 229. 

Labjrintb, built by the Kings of the twelve Divifions of 
•^Sypf* its Defcription, 224. 

A 
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A Law, (firft eftablifh^d in jEgyptf an<i,afterwards introduced 
into Athens) that every Man ihopld annually declare before 
the Govemour of the Province, by what Means he main* 
tain*d himfelff 241. 

Libja^ the Country and People with their Cuftoms, de- 
(crib*d, frmPagi 430 to 443. The Manner of trading 
between the Libyans and Carthaginians, 442. 

Lycians, a peculiar Cuftom of theirs, 109. Their obltinate 
Refinance of Harpagus, no. 

Lycopbron^ Son of Periandert bears an invincible Refentmenc 
againft him, for killing his Mother, 277. 

Lycurgusy the Character pronounced of him by the Ora- 
cle at Delpbit 38. He new models the Government of 
Sparta^ 39. 

M. 

Maandrus, after the Death of Polycratis^ propofes to alter 
the Government of SamoSf from a Tyranny to a Re- 
publick; but finds Caufe to defift from that Intention 
and to keep the Government in his own Hands, 334. 
He is obliged to retire from Samos^ after he had at the 
Inftigation of his Brother Cbarilaus provok'd the Per- 
fians to treat the Samians hardly, 336. He goes to 
Sparta, and offers his Treafures to King Cieomenes, who 
rejects them, and caufes him to be baniih'd that Coun- 

^T' 337- r 

Mages, two Brothers of them ufurp the Government of 

Perfia, ktSmerdis. 
Mandrocles, Architect of the Bridge over the Bofpborus by 

which Darius pafsM into Europe, 388. 
Majfagetes, their Manners, 134. 
Megabyzus, one of the feven Confpirators againft Smerdis the 

Mage, 291. After the Enterprize had fucceeded, advifes 

the Eftablifhing an Oligarchy, as the beft Form of Go* 

vernment, 299. 
Megabyzus, left by Darius as his General in' Europe, 415* 

His Saying of the Chalcedonians, Jb, 
Menelaus, has his Wife Helena, whom Alexander had ilolen, 

reftor'd to him by King Proteus of Egypt, 203. His In- 
gratitude, lb. 
Menes, Kingof JEgypt, 1*39, 191. 
Militia, that of ASgypt exempted, as well as the Priefthood, 

from publick Tributes, 236. 
Meerij, King of jEgypt, 192. 
Mceriu the Lake of chat Name defcribM, 225. 
Mycirinus, King of JEgyPU ^is Adtions^ 212. 

R Kecus^ 
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JKrrfi, King of jEgyft, begins a Canal of Comamiiicatioii 
between the Ntie and the Red-Sea, which Darius the Per- 
fianfinifhM, 231. Builds Fleets of Gallies, U. 

Ni/e, an Account of its Inundations, and an Enqoiry into 
the Caufes of them, 148. Its Source not certainly 
known, 151. nor to be traced, becaufe of Heats and 
Deiarts, 154. Its Courfe from the Automoles to Ele^ 
fhantis^ 152. How many Cubits high it overflows 
^gypt, 144. The Appearance of the Country at that 
Time, 190. 

Jfitocrisy Queen of AJfyia^ her A£lions, 1 1 5. 

Hitocr'Ui Queen oi JEgypt, a remarkable Adlion of hers, 191. 



Oeharest having the Charge of DariasU Horfes* and be- 
ing informed by his Mafter that the Crown of Perfia was 
to be gainM by that Nobleman of fix whofe Horfe (hould 
neigh firft, he by Art procures the Eleftion to faU on Da* 
riui, 303. 

Oe^hazuSf the Fate of his three Sons, 387. 

Oracles^ by whom firft eftabliih'd in Greece and Libya^ 169. 

Orefies^ his Bones found ztTegea, 41. 

Original of the Wars between the Grecians and Barbari- 
ans, I. 

OroeteSf Governour of Sardis, treacheroufly gets Poiyerates 
Tyrant of Samos into his Power, and executes him on a 
Crofs, 322. He commits other Crimes, for which X>4- 
rius gets him kiird by a remarkable Contrivance, 323. 

Otanes, a Perfian Nobleman, by Means of his Daughter 
Pbadyma difcovers Smerdis the Mage to be an Impoftor, 
289. Forms a Confpiracy with fix other eminent Perfians 
againll that Mage and his Brother, the Ufurpers of the 
Perfian Crown, 291. His Difcourfe touching the Execu- 
tion of that Enterprize, lb. The Enterprize fucceeding, 
the Seven meet to confult what Form of Government 
to efiablifh^ 297. Otanes in a Speech delivers his Opi- 
nion for a Commonwealth, or popular State, 298. He 
protefts for himfelf and Pofterity againft a Mbnarchy, 
which the Majority agreed to fet up, and retires Home, 
301. His Expedition to Samos^ 333. 

Oihryades, a Spartan^ his Fortune and Death, 51* 



' 
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PaSlyas, being left by Cyrus at Sardis^ pcrfuadcs the Lydlans 
to revolt, 97. He flics to Cyme^ 99. Is delivered up to 
the Periians, loi. 

Patizitbes, the Mage, fee Smerdis, 

Feriandery killing his Wife, could by no Means prevail with 
a Son he had by her to fupprefs his Refentment and be 
reconcird to him, 277. 

Terfiansy fubdue the Medes, 85. Their Manners, lb. 

Pbadyma, fee Otanes, 

Pbanest of Halicarnajfus^ flics from ^gypt, 247. Advifct 
Cambyfes how to carry his Arms miojEgypt^ 248. When 
the Egyptian and Perfian Armies arc ready to engage, 
the Sons of Pbanes arc by the former kill'd in open View, 

Pberetima, Mother of ArcefiUm KJng of Cyrene^ on his Ex- 
pulflon from thence retires to Saiamis, as did her Son to 
SamoSf 427. Arcefilaus returns with his Mother to Cyrene^ 
and recovers his Kingdom ; but he is kill'd in Bar cay 428. 
Pberetima flies to JBgypt, and applies to Ariandes the Per* 
fian Governour there, for Succour : He aflifls her with a 
Fleet and Land-Army, 429. Thefe Forces take Barca by 
Fraud, 445. Her cruel Revenge on the Barcasans, 44 j. 
Her miferablc End, 447. 

Pberon^ King of Mgypty a remarkable Story of his Blindncfs 
and Cure, 197. Eredts two prodigious Obelisks, 198. 

Pbocaansy and Teians, detcfling Slavery, intirely abandon 
their Cities to the Periians, againfl whom they could not 
defend them, and betake thcmfclves to the Sea ; their For- 
tune afterwards, 103. 

PbceniXy fomc Account of that Bird, 179. 

PbraorteSf King of the Medes, his Conquefts and Death, 67. 

Pindar 9 his Saying that Cuftom is tbe King of all Men, ap- 
proved by Herodotus, 270. 

PififtratuSy by Artifice induces the Athenians to allow him a 
Guard, by which he makes himfelf Mailer oi Athens y 34. 
The Sequel of his Story, 35. 

Polycratesy Tyrant of Samosy a remarkable Account of his 
long Courfe of good Fortune, 270. and unhappy End, 
321. 

Prexafpesy by Order of Cambyfes kills Smerdis y 264. Hi« 
own Son is kill'd by Cambyfes y 267. What pafs'd be- 
tween him and Cambyfej, when the Mages ufurpM the 

Government 
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Government of Perfia and fend a Herald to the Armf 
to proclaim Smerdis the Mage, who pretended to be 
that Smerdis the Brother of Cambjfis whom Prixa/pes 
had killed, 284. Afcending a Tower at the Defire of 
Smerdis the Mage, to declare to the Perfians that he was 
the Son of Cyrus^ he on the contrary di(covers the whole 
Truth ; and precipitating himfelf from the Tower, dies» 
294. 

Proteus, King of ^gjpu hit Treatment of AleXMudir and 
Helena, 200. He reftores Helena to MineUus^ co}. 

PJammeuituu King of jEgjptt is defeated bj Cdmkj/ei, 
2CI. The memorable Story of his Behavioor» on the 
Trial Cambyfet made of his Conftancy, 252. His Death, 

PfemmitUhuSt King of JBgjfU his Experiment to £nd 
OQt whether the Egyptians were the firft Men, 138. 
Hermit iii*i Reafon why that Experiment was needkfs, 
1 4 J. This Pfdmmetiebust being one of the twelve 
Kings of fo many eqoal Divifions of jEgyfi* is by the 
other eleven banilh'd into the Fens, 227. He fnbdnes 
and dethrones all thofe other Kings, 228. He fpends 
twenty nine Years in reducing the City of Azatut in Sy- 
ria^ 230. 

Pysmidi of ^Egjftt by whom built, 2IQ, xii. 



RhMMtfiMttMs, King of ^gypt, a very remarkable Stoiy of 

him, 204. Another, 208. 
Jtb$depis, the Curtezan, falfly reported by the Grecians to 

have bull: one of the ^Egyptian Pyramids, her Adions, 

215. 
The Reyal D'^gHttyy among the Macrobian ^Ethiopians, 

always conferred on the Man among them who is of the 

largeft Size, and of Strength proportionable to his 

Pcrfon, 2 57. 



Setkeecn, King of JBihhpii^ conquers ^E^ypt ; hb AQiont 
durbg his Reign in that Country ; he retires out of it for 
a fiogular Reafon. 21 -. 

Sjm:s, the magniaccnt Works tiiere, 283. 

SjMJuijirit, let Siihzm. 

SdmJjM:!^ his Advice to Crae'as to ciiTuade him faon nuking 
War agaioft ihc Perfims, 44, 



^ INDEX. 

Sarmatians, fee Amazons, 

Scytbia, the Country and People largely delcrib'd, /ro0 

' ^^K^ 347 to Page 385, and from Page 393 to 398. 

Sfytbiam, pafs from Europe into jlfia in Purluic of the 
Cimmerians, and entermg Media defeat the Army ' of 
the Medes, and acquire the Dominion of Afia, 67. But 
after twenty eight Years Pofleffion, are ezpelFd by the 
Medes, 61. Returning to their own Country, they 
arc oppos'd by a new Generation begotten of their 
Wives in their Abfence by their Slaves, whom they de- 
feat in a fingular Manner, 346. The Iffedonians eat 
their Fathers when dead, guild their Skulls, and keep 
them as Relicks, 358. The religious Ceremonies of 
the Scythians, 373. Their Sacrifices to Marsy very 
peculiar and obfervable, 374. Their military Cuftoms, 
very extraordinary, 375. A lingular Cuftom obfcrv'd 
when their King is iick, lb. The Funerals and Sepul- 
chres of their Kings, wonderfully ftrange, 378. So fond 
of their own Cuftoms, that they kiird Anacharfisy and 
^cyles one of their Kings, for offering to introduce 
foreign Manners, 382. Their Buildings are of Timber, 
397. On the Approach of Darius with his Army, 
they confult in what Manner to a£l againll him, 395. 
The Reprefentation that the oppofing the Perdan was a 
common Caufe, 402. Some Provinces make a Di- 
flinflion, deny it to be a common Caufe, and there- 
fore refolve to aft defenfively if invaded at Home: 
Others refolve to join their Arms with thofe of the firft 
expos'd Provinces, 403. The Manner agreed to be 
obfervM by the latter in ading againfl the Perfians, 403. 
The Perfians advance, and the Scythians retreating 
draw them through thofe Provinces which would not 
enter into the Alliance, 404. The Scythians would 
perfuade the lonians to retire from the IJler with the 
Ships that composed the Bridge, 410. On the Perfians 
retiring back towards the Ifter^ they purfue them; and 
arriving before them at the Bridge, once more would 
perfuade the lonians to be gone and leave the Perfians 
to their Mercy, 412. Which the lonians promife, but 
deceive them, 414. 
SemiramiSf Queen of AJfyria, 115. 
Sefojiris^ King of jEgypt, his memorable Adions, 192. 
Setbon, sl Prieft of Fulcan, King of JBgypti by divine 
Afiiftance defeats the Army of Sa^acbaril, King of Af- 
fyria, 220. 

Seven 
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SepHi Noblemen of Perfia, confpire againft the two Magei 
who had ufurp'd the Government of that Monarchy, 
S91. Their Debates touching their Enterprize, IS. 
They put it in Execution, killing the twro Mages, 296. 
'Confult what Form of Government to eftabli£ ; lihree 
Sorts proposed, a popular Government, an Oligarchy, 
and Monarchy ; the latter preferrM, 297. Otams protefts 
againll it, for himfelf and Poflerity, and retires, 301. 
The remaining fix agree on the Privileges themfelves 
fhould enjoy under the new Monarch, and refolve on the 
Method of Eledlion, 302. Darius by Art gains the 
Eleftion, 303. 

Smerdist the Son of Cyrus, kill'd by Pnxafpis at the Com- 
mand of his own Brother Cambyfesy 264. 

Smrdis^ the Mage, in Conjunclion with his Brother Pati- 
zitbesp ufurps the Throne of Perfia, and perfonates *the 
decea«t*d Smerdis Brother of Cambyfes, during the Abfence 
of Cambyfes in jEgypt, 284. The Manner of his being 
difcover*d by Pbadyma the Daughter of Ofafust 289. 
Contrives with his Brother to engage Prexajpes in their 
Interell, but are deceived by him, 294. He and his Bro- 
ther are (lain, 296. 

Solotit his Converfation with Crafus, 1 6. 

Spargapifes, the Son of Queen Tomyris, being bjr Stratagem 
furprizM by Cyrus » and taken Prifoner, in Regret kills 
himfelf, 132 

Spartans y a Fight between three hundred of them and 
three hundred Argians, very remarkable for the Event, 
51. On the Samians making a long Speech to the Se- 
nate at Lacedamon, the Spartans made them this me- 
morable Anfwcr, That they bad forgotten tbe fir ft Part 
of their Speecbt and therefore could not comprehend the 
V. 275. , 

Sjlofon, Brother 0^ Poly crates , gives a Scarlet- Cloak to Darius 
when he was one of Cambyfes^s Guards, 332. For which 
Darius^ when he became King, caused him to be put in 
PoiTcflion of Samos^ 333. 

T. 

Table ol the Sun, 256. 

Shales, foretels a remarkable Eclipfe, 46. Another A£lion 

of his, 47. His Advice to the lonians, 106. 
^me, the long Courfe of Time which the Egyptian 

PrielU attributed (in their Convexiation with Birodotus) 
I to 



